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BEST TREASUR 


Or, THE WAY tobe Þ# 


Truly Rich 


BEING 
A Piſcourſe on EPHES. 2.8. 


Wherein is opened and commended toSaints |. 
and Sinners the Perſonal and Purchaſed 


Riches of Chriſt as the beſt Treaſure,to be purſu'd 
-_ ru by all that would be happy here and 
cafter, 


' By Bartholomew Aſowood, Late Miniſter of 
the Goſpel 3 Author of The Heavenly Trade. - 
Riches and Hononr are with me, yea, durable Riches as T : X24 
= Kighteorſneſr. Prov.'S, 18. <a 
For ye know the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, that | | 
= though be was Rich, yet for your ſakes be became Poot 3 | 7 

that ye through bis Poverty might b be Rich. 2 Cor.$.9. ce. 


In Chrifto igitar fit@ ſunt omnes 7 noftre Divitie. + 
In Chrifto ſua ſpes noſtre glorie.. Daven, »: 
LONDON, 


| | 
Printed for William Marſhal, at the Bible in 
Newgate-Street, at the corner of Ivy Lane, 1681, 
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READER 


HE Wiſdom and Grace of God 
'in Chriſt Feſus, are frequent- 
ui ths in the Scripture expreſſed by 
the name of Riches and. Treaſures..\Theſe 
it is the duty of Baljevers in alt: Ages, 
diligently ta ſearch after to enquirt in 
zo and poſſeſs for themſelves. -. And it 
may be, more Diligence of. with mare 
1 Sarceſs,) as'unto the dofrinal Revelao; 
'Y  tionof 2b em, hath not been uſed inithis | 
BN: Enquiry. in. any; Age, than: \bn, that _ } 
= mherein we live. \ But thy. centi- 
 2ue.Un ſearchable, though. \ not , abſo- 
BE lutely as unto their Truth, Reals Nags 
': Subſtante, or ſuch « poſſehom of 
fx abi us unto u Meetneſa for rhe 


itance of the Saintyin| Light ;; 
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Tothe/Reader! 
other Riches,” fboald ſtir ws up"to Took\ 
with dilipence."after an intlefeaſible tn 
tereſt in the. certain and wnfeirchable 
Riches of Chrift.: For as theſo ulneare 

tem for u6'in every Contlitivn, owe: 
Yor but#hut\cre long ,"vhey- alone: 
wiUAbBlefr unto us; ble vehibre ll they 
who ate poſſe ſedufohem." Beſgdes, the 


ofetion" thas \been made bf late. 
Hl theſe anilthrlike\Mhſteries 
#66 Gypel, (xOrbugive\e value antd # 
en _ Difcoleſe} which 
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The 


THE 


BEST TREASURE; 


From 
EPHESIANS 3. 8. 


Unto me who am leſs - thin the haſt of al 


Saints. is this grace given, that 1 


preach among the Gentiles the nnſearchable 


riches of Chriſt. 


CHAP. IL 


The Occs of this Diſconyſe, with exe bo- 
tis -4 the Wards, cud Exphicetion 
of them, and the main truth contained in 


them. 


ICHES ate deſired by molt, but true 
Freaſures obtained by few, (t 


_ ——__ 
. ww . 


. the, miſtaken. Nation - thereof;”) : p 

V.. {ad to ſee, how (pllicitous many are af 

ter Vanitics* and (:likg che Jews in. Egype .) ara 
ſcattered abroad, through all the Land;: to gather 
Stubble, whilſt tryed Guld lies neglected 3 and the 
Pearl of Price little valued.  O the Projects and 


vaſt expence of Two lrength to reach things | 


that 
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2 The beft Treaſure, Or, 


that are not 3 when the infinite Concerns of Eter« il | 
nity, and welfare of an immortal Soul, cannot get Fl 
a room in one ſ{crious thought 3 or a few minutes 
of ſhortening time to attend them. *Tis lamens 
table to behold, not anly the blind World, 
thole that profels themſelves Wiſe, ( like the 
der ) working out their Bowels to weave Cobs 
webs, and ( with the Qog in the Fable ) letting 
go the Subſtance to catch at Shadows 3 and runs 
ning themſelves out of breath to fit down in ſors 
row, The affeting ſenſe of this Folly hath madg 
me ſcatter ſore Balts of trac Gold to prevent ( 
poſſible ) the darygerous haſte of ſuch deceived 
Souls, and to allure them to better and more uns 
ſearchable Treaſures, that are to be found in, and 
fetched from the Lord Jeſus. This is the Defigy 
of the enfuing Ditcourſe on this portion of Scrips 
ture, which I ſhall briefly open, and then draw 
forth the main Cenclufion 1 intend to proſecute, 
The Apoſtle layes down theſe words as an Ars 
go by which he endeavours to ſtrengthen the 
aith of thoſe believing Epheſians in, and to quicks 
en their AﬀeCtions to the Goſpel of Chriſt, take 
from the bleſſed Advantages it brings to all th: 
do receive it, It makes a lfcorery and overtux 
of unſearchable Riches to them : let them be nev 
fo poor, deſtitute of the afluences and good thing 
of this World ; yet, by believing through this Ge 
ſpel, they fhall come to attain to ineſtimable Trea 
ſures 3 even the unſearchable Riches of Chrift, | 
In the Words you have four parts. | 
Firſt, A Diſcovery of the admirable Love of Gog | 
to fan man, particularly to the blind, periſhingl | 
| Gentiles, in not only grying Chriſt to ſave then | 


the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt: 
but in opening Chrift to them, even his ſecret and 
boundleſs Treaſures : The wnſtarchable Riches "of 
Chriſt, | 

Secondly, Here's the way by which theſe are 
opencd and brought to light, which is, by the Gos 
ſpel, in the Adminiſtration thereof by-his Mefſey- 
gers : That 1 ſhould preach | way yanivada | ſirict- 
ly taken, *tis to preach the Goſpel, os good'news, 
but generally it takes in the whole work of the 
Miniltry. | - 

Thirdly, Here's the great __ of Grace the 
Lord Jeſus is at to bring forth- his unſearchable 
Riches, *tis by the laying out of Grace to thoſe 
that publiſh it ( To me who am leſt than the leaſt of 
all Saints, is this Grace given, ) Grace, great Grace, 
to the leaſt of Saints, ( iazxirortes ) leſſer, leaſt, or 
more little that» the leaft 3 an unuſual Degradati- 
on of a man's felf, and the Character of an 
and unworthy Inſtrument in his own eye,and fo a 
Subje& that needed much Grace, to be meetned 
for ſuch high Service : and yet ſuch a-one did 
Chriſt uſe in this great Work, laying out large 
Grace to prepare him for it. | 

Fourthly, Another' conſiderable of the 
words, are the Perſons for whom this Grace is 
given, and to whom theſe unſearchable Treaſures 
are diſcovered, and they were Subje&ts moſt un- 
worthy of it, ( t>+be Gentiles ) the chicfeſt of Siri 
ners, blind idolatrous Souls, ( is 7vis Wreor ) the 
Heathen, Perſons extremely wicked; 1 Cor. 15.32. 
called Beaſts, wild Beaſts, Strangers to God, beyond 
the Line of Communication, Eph. 2. 12. Aliens 
from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, Strangers from 
i the Coyenants of — yea, Enemies to God 
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4 ' .' "The beſt Treaſure, Or, 
in their minds. to thoſe did the Lord lay out 
unſearchable Trealures. WY: | 
 Toclear up my way to the main truth 1 intend 
to. proſecute hence, and to/;ledye no difficulty int 
the } words, *tis neceſſary 'I ſpeak: to three thingy 
by way of Explication, 
.- Firſt, In what ſenſe Pal calls himſelf lefs-thar 
the leaſt of all Saints, ſeeing he was a Perſon (@ 
dignified by Grace to be a choſen Veſſel to Gody 
an Apoſile of Chriſt, flld with the Graces of the 
Spirit, and eminent Endowments for 'the Miniſtry, 
beyond many, taken into. ſuch high Communion 
with Chriſt, let into the third Heavens to fee 
"things unutterable ; How then can Paul truly call 
himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all Saints ? Does nc 
Paxl (peak difſemblingly, as the Pope. does, when 
he calls himſelf Servus Servorum, the Servant of Ser 
vants, and. yet makes himfelt Lord over the Faith 
and Conſciences of others ? 
| IT anſwer, Paul doth not hyperbolically debaſe 
hinſelf here, but really, and in the deep ſenſe of 
his ' former Vileneſs, before Converftion, when 
he perſecuted the Church , and blaſphemed 
Chriſt 3in the conſideration of which, he thought 
none like him; never ſuch a Wretch as he did 
God advance to ſo high Dignity to be an Apolile 
of Chriſt : nor doth he think that any particulay 
Saint was fo guilty in that kind and degree of 
wickedneſs as he was: one that kick'd againſt the 
pricks, perſecuted Chriſt jn his Members, haling} 
Him to Prifon, ſccking to draw out his very heaxt 
blood, and to root out the profeffion of him-1 
Now for ſuch a one as he to abtain this Grace, tg 
be put in truſt with the Goſpel, and tq have ſucl 
" Treas 


The Unſeatchable Richer 


Treaſures of Grice imparted 20 ta 
that Chriſt never did'the like Favour tp a 
2a Creature as 'he was : fo baſe will a 
be in his own eyes, when once the 
Sins itz order before him. Pant, DL har 
calls Ee Pen, 
the greateſt of Sinriers, but never els than 
leaſt of Sinners. Indeed compar'd with the 
riſces, his Sin ſeemed lefs than their Perfelurion 
and Blaſphemy, in the Qs degare and nature- of "ſt 
his was ignorantly, "theirs | ( 
trated, ( and {d' the Sin vain! the 
and in that reſpe& his Sin was 66 than ' 
but compar'd with any that were ved, he thou 
himſelf really leſs'than-any of therr'in of 
his ſinful Life before Converſion; © - PEA. 
Secondly, t'is' this Grace which P, 
admires, and by whichhis C is {0 
and he enabled to preach thoſe UnſcarchableR 
& of Chriſt ++ ++ : Tp 
Anſw. Fixlt, By Grace hete'#s underſtood 
infinite Favour” and' free Grace" of God toh 
through Chriſt, by which he was called out of 
fate of Sin and'Death into the | 
Kingdom of God; 'that ever the Lord itt 
on ſuch a vile'Wretch as he, ehprtury im, tq 
be a Veſſel off Metcy, revealing his Son, wich bis 
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Creature, -pardoni -_ e'T; 

\» pouring out his in reaſures on him. 

SY - - Sccondly, By Grace in this place, ſome ks 

Mi ftand- his Apoſtkeſhip which he obtained at 

of hand of 'Chrift, and the Miniſtry. he xeceived' to 

þÞl preach to the Gentiles _ Ubnſearchable Rd 
3 


Unſearchable Righes, to ſo poor and G_— 4 , 
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The Beſt Trefure, Or, ' | it ® 
of Chriſt :; ſo.is it xendred Rom.-1.5, By whom wit 
hgve received Grace and Apoſtleſhi | /& 
Thirdly, Hereby is meant To thoſe excellent” 
Gifts he had received for this end-3 thoſe, choice) 
anointings of _ the Spirit, and Revelation of the 
, to. ſo poor and fegndalous a Creatuy 
as :Paxl had, been, and one that was ſo igng 
rant of Chriſt, and Salvation 3 that God (ſhould 
e him fuch an able Miniſter, of the New Tex 
ument, and give him any door of utterance, and, 
xdowments. fit for {o glorious a Service. This: 
is that Grace by which theſe Treaſures were opens, 
ke chil aps be opened here is, What arg 
e third thing to be opened here is, | 
thoſe Unſcarchable Riches of Chriſt which Pack 
preached to the Gentiles, and. which are held out! 
un.the Goſpel unto Saints and: Sinners ? | 
Anſw. Fixlt,. Thoſe Riches which are in Cheift, 
as Mediatour, with which he is enriched in him- 
felf; thoſe unſpeakable Excellencies of his Perſon, 
which, though they relide and inhere in himſelf, 
&& they contribute abundantly to the Riches of 
{park Gol, 2, 3. In whom are' bid all the Treas 
res of Wiſdem and Knowledge, ( (ubjeRive ) as hig 
reaſures, found; in him. All Treaſures, created 
and uncreated, are not ſimply placed in him, - but 
hid ſo, that they can be known by none but thoſe 
., ko. whom they, axe revealed, _ | | 
* 7 Secondly, Here are intended thoſe Riches that 
came by Chrilt, the Riches of his Purchaſe, the 
vaſt Eſtate which he, hath bought for all Believers, 
for all that come unto him by Faith, the Eſtave 
Which he gives, makes over, and prepares for ſuch; 
and this is called Vuſearchable Riches : dregrxviaray 
ain, 


the Unſearchable Riches of Chrifh. 


7a7rey, Riches that cannot be found, or traced out, 
A Metaphor taken from quick ſcented How 
that are yet at a loſs, and can go no faxther :, 
the moſt illuminated Creature cannot follow home 
theſe Riches of Chriſt, they are ſa myſterious that 
they cannot bes diſcovercd 3. they leave no Foot- 
ſteps for any to go after them: the beſt are at a 
ſtand and can go no farther, when they come . to 
wade into this Deep, ſo deep and hidden arc theſe 
Riches of Chriſt. 

ObjeR. If the Riches of Chriſt be ſo wnſearchable 
and paſt . finding out, How then could Paul diſcover- 
and preach them ont to the Gentiles ? If they ave-not 
to be traced out, then Minifters cannot open them, nor 
Hearers underſtand them. 

Anſw. Fizlſt, They are undiſcoverable by any 
Humane Eye ; the moſt refined Light of Nature 
cannot diſcern them 3 they are Treaſures that no 
natural Abilities can reach ; the moſt ound 
Learning, and deepeſt Studies of the wiſeſt men on 
Earth, can make nothing of them z they are no 
way known but by Revelation and unveilings of 
= Spirit ; and in this ſenſe are called Unfearch- 
able, 

Secondly, As to the fulneſs of their Worth and 
Excellency, they cannot be underftood by any in 
this Life 3 no mortal man, no rſnglorified Soul can 
know them as they are : to caſt up the total value 
of theſe Treaſures, is beyond the Arithmetick of 
Saints themſelves 3 nay, Men and Angels cannot 
underſtand the things that God hath prepared, thax 
rap o_ purchaſe for oy: that love for 

ere ( ſayes the Apolile ) we know in part, and ue 
propheſie in part, 1 1, 9. We, both you wy 
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2 -R The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 2 3 
The moſt elevated Light, by this fide Clory, know 
OC 


nothing of theſe lock*t-up Myſteries as we ought; 
and" on this account alſo they are Unſearchable. * 

The Words being opened, and the Cabinet uns. 
lock't, I come to the main Subje, and Treaſure 
laid up.in them ; which you may take in this ge- 
neral Dodrine and Propoſition. : 

DoR. There are exceeding great, glorious, and une 

ſearchable Riches in Chriſt, opened and ten 

. -  derd to Sinners in the Goſpel. 

In this Doctrine lie three grand Aﬀſertions to 
be proved. 

Aﬀertion 1. That there are exceeding great, glori- 

ous, and unſearchable Riches in Chriſt. 

Aﬀert. 2. Theſe vaſt and hidden Treaſures of 

- Chriſt are a in and by the Goſpel. 

Aﬀert. 3. *Tis the Will of God that all theſe great 

and plorious Treaſures, which are in, and come 

by Feſis Chriſt, ſhould be oper'd and offer d to 
Sinners, yea, the thiefeſt of Sinners. 

I ſhall ſpeak to each Afertion, but more largely 
to the firſt: That there are exceeding great, glorious 
and unſearchable Riches in Chriſt. © 

And here I ſhall firſt prove by Scripture, That ' 
there are great, glorious and unſearchable Riches 
in Chriſt. _ | | 

Secondly, Shew you ( according to the Grace 
gen me _) what are thoſe Unſearchable Riches of 

riſt, þ | 
Firſt, That there are ſuch Righes in, and come 
by Jeſus Chriſt, the whole Goſpel atteſts, which 
is a Revelation of the Excellency of Chriſt, and 
thoſe glorious things which come by him. I ſhall 
giye you three or four Scriptures to- prove it 3 
Fe Coh, 


| 
| 
| 
P 


the Unſorehable Ricks "ing, * 


Col. 1. 27. To whom God would make 
is the riches of the lory of this oy __ 
Gemiles z which is Chrift in you the 
the former verſe the Apolltle calls the 0 at 
ery hid from former Ages ; the Bhs 
which he opens in this verſe, and ſets out in't 
two Epithetes, 
1. Rich. 2. Glorious, 
_ "Tis a rich Myſtery, in that it opens the 
orious Riches of Chriſt; which are better than' 
tr Gold of bir and all precious Subſtance 3; "the 
Riches of his Wiſdom, Grace, grecithgs $2 
Redemption, ' which he calls ed Gold,” and 
counſels poor Sinners to come to him for i it, Rev, 
I7. 
n Secondly, *Tis a glorious Myftery ; called the 
Riches of his Glory, Rom. 5. 23. That be might 
make known the Riches of bis Glory on the Veſſels of 
Mercy. Eph. 1. 18, Riches * bis Glory; &c. 
The Golpel i is 2 os Myſtery, becauſe ic brings 
to light great and glorious things, even the Trea- 
fares of unknown Gloxy : and 'what theſe Trea- 
ſures of Glory are, he tells you in the cloſe of the 
verſe, they are Chrift in you'the bope of Glory : Chriſt 
Jeſus applied by Faith, and reccived into the Soul 
by the Spirit, is this | 200g Treaſure, in that he 
gives them ( in his Union: with them ) an evi- 
dent Right to Glory. See Prov. 8. 18, 19. Riches 
and Honowr are aſcribed to him - Riches and. He 
nour are with me, yea, durable Riches Re 
neſs : My Fruit is better than Gold, 
Gold, and my Revenue than choice Silver. 
ſpoken of C rift, the true Wiſdom rote 
1-.24. Chriſt the Wiſdom' of God, and Power 
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: The Beſt Treafure, Or, 
of God  ) who is. the Subje& of this Chapter. * 
And”tis ſaid of him, that Riches, durable Richer, 
are with him, better Treaſures than Gold, than ' 
choice Silver 3' Durable Treaſures, which Time can- 
' not waſte or alter 3 Riches that laſt toall Eternity, 
which Ruſt and Moth cannot conſume. And Righ-, 
zeouſneſs (i. e. ) Treaſure juſtly gotten, Riches of 
Wiſdom and Grace given him by the Father, .and 
Riches of Righteouſneſs bought by his Blood. - All 
this Treaſure is in-him, and offer'd by him unto 
Sinners. In Chriſt muſt needs be  Unſcarchable 
Riches, for in him dwells the fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily, Col. 2. 9. that is, the Divine Nature united 
to the Humane Nature : perfe& God, as well as 
perfect Man 3 the infinite Treaſures of the Divine 
Nature are his. He -is the Heir of «ll things, and 
therefore muſt needs be rich. Heaven and Earth 
are his, Jews and Gentiles, all Perſons and Thin 
put under him 3 in which Glory and Majeſty, ſct 
over all the Works of Gods hands, he mounts his 
Throne ( having confirmed his Title by his Blood) 
and gives Gifts. to men, and makes a tender of 
Grace and Glory, of Thrones and Crowns, to all 
that come unto him, promiſing to his Servants, 
that they alſo ſhall inherit all chings, Rev, 21. 7. 
and therefore he himfelt muſt needs be rich. In 
him are Treaſures of Mercy and Goodneſs, of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, Riches, exceeding Rich. 
es of Grace, Eph. 2. 7, vruGCamue]e mir Tis xd. 
efſes, Riches of Strength, Honour, Glory and Bleſ- 
ſing. So that the Scriptures give in full teſtimony 
to this Truth, That there are exceeding great, glo- 
rious, - and unſearchable Riches in Chriſt. And 
now I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 

Sccondly, 
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the Unſearchable Riches of Chrifi 

Secondly, What are thoſe exceeding: great and 
unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, But hp ell 
is deep, and wherewith ſhall we draw ?. the 
Treaſures are out of ſight, who can find them qut? 
they are boundleſs, bottomleſs, numberleſs, end- - 
leſs ; where ſhall we begin? where can we make 
an end ? who can ſearch them out to Perfedtion ? 
The beſt of men are but Leamers, the Angels are 
Enquirers,the wiſeſt men but-Fools in theſe Sea 
&s 3 wecan know but in part, nor propheſie but 
in part 3 when the utmoſt is, ſpoken, you have not 
heard” of one half of his Glory. Bur. according to 
the Revelation of . Chriſt, I ſhall ſome. of 
theſe Treaſures of Chriſt to you, theſe two 
| Heads, His Paſinat | 

on % Wap 

| Purebaſed 3 Riches : | 
| with ſome Applications and Improvements of them 
as we go through theſe Deeps. , 


| _ 
| CHAP. IL 


| The Perſonal Riches of Chrift opened, me his 

Divine Nature ; manifeſted in his At- 
tributes; with the wonderful Advantages 
thereof to Behevers, 


rt of theſe glorious Treaſures of Chiift lies 
in hi Riches, that vaſt Worth.and 
that reſide in himſelf, 
which become the Believers Treaſure alſo, by theis 
Relation to, their Union with, Contemplation-of 
| it, 
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by 
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pe the communicited Fruits/, avd' Effedts | 
therfof, Col. 1. 27. which is Chrift in you" the hope". 
A glory. (i.e.) which Treaſure is Chriſt in you, 'or-. 

hrift united to you by Faith, and dwelling in 
you by his Spirit, Chriſt his Perſonal, as well as' 
purchafed Treaſures are yours, through your Uni-' * 
on with, your Relation to, your Enjoyment of 
him, and his glorious Communications to you. .. 

Now theſe Perſonal Treaſares of Chriſt are de- 
monftrable, in his Natures, in his Offices, in his 
ſweet and gracious Niſpoſitions. 4 

In his Natures ſeverally conſidered, and united 
in his Hypoſtatical and Perſonal Union. The Per- 
fon of Chrift confifts of two Natures, 


By the true Emenuel or (God with us ) 
Man, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, | 


So Fob. 1. 14. The Word was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld bis Glory, the Glory cf 
the onely begotten Son of God, full of Grace and Truth : 
That is, the Word, which was God in the Second 
Perſon z The brightneſs. of his Glory, and expreſs 
Image of bis Perſon, Heb. 1. 3. took our Nature to 
himſclf ih one Perfon,” and became Mediatour, per- 
fect God, and perfect Man . F. 

' Fiſt, Perfe& God, equal with the” Father in 
Efſence, Fob. 10. 30. IT and my Father 'are one 3 that 
is, one God, not one Perſon *tisnot pia vaire7s, 
one Perſon, but , one thing or Being, I am in 
the Father, and the iFather in me, and therefoxe 
my:Sheep. are ſafe, :they-are in/my handzand in'my 
Father's hand, (here are twoditiin& Snbſifterices) 
and: we are the ſame: iT and my: Father are one 
Gad:z as (God, I am mad-heich him, the ſame 
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the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſlk. a3 © 
in Subſtance, / equal in Power and Glory, Rom-9.5. 
Of whom concerning the Fleſh Chriſt came, who is over 
all, God a pf ever one pr en oe Ey all 
things 3 orin all, (as Vatab.) This Scripeare 

| cup uſed by all Interpreters to prove. the Divine 
- E Nature of Chriſt, He is God over all, and bleſſed 
" BB forever, in himſelf, and of himſelf: and the Author 
of all thoſe Bleſſings his Creatures enjoy. By hin are 
all things created that are in Heaven, and that are i 
Earth, Vifible and Invifible, whether they be Throner, 
or Dominians, or Principalities, or Powers, . all things 
were created by him and for him, Colo. 1. 16. 
And therefore he is perfect God, this being his 
peculiar Operation to create the World : By bins 
all things oonfift ; be upbolds all things by the word 
of bis Power, Heb. 1. 3. Supporting and ruling 
them, which is another property of the Divine 
Nature, the ruling and bearing up of all things in 
the World, which none but everlaſting Arms can 
do. So he hath Power to forgive Sins, which on- 
ly God can do: to raiſe the Dead, to judge 
the World, Mark 2.5, 7. Fob. 11. 43,44. Ads 
17. 31. To know the Secrets of all Hearts, Lake 
5. 22, To þe the Object of Religious Worlhip, 
Heb. 1. 16.” All which abundantly prove the Lord 
Jeſus to be perfe&t God : and ſo of infinite Perfe- 
Qion and Bleſſedneſs, to inrich all that come unto 
him 3 which will / evidently appear, if we do but 
a little conſider thoſe Perteftions of the Divine 
Nature, as opened in the Scriptures, all which are 

in Jeſus Chriſt, | "OP 
Firſt, His Simplicity, being a moſt 'pure Efſence 
without the leaſt Compolition or Diverſity of Parts 
or Accidents. There :is no mixture of —_ or 
"Fa. 
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Excellencies in God, but every Attribute is his en- 
bar rms _ —_ is a n- , and © 
ſimple Being as the Names he gives himſelf import, 
eſpecially theſe two, Ebejeb, Exod, 3.14. T'am 
hath fent me wnto you. The Word is in-the future: 
Tenſe, I will be, hath ſent me; but in the Hebrew, . 
the future Tenſe expreſſeth often both the Preſent 
and preterperfe&t ; and {o this Word holds forth 
God's moſt fimple, abſolute, and immutable Bein 
and (ef Exiſtence. So Fehovah, a Name which 
God ſeems to take moſt Delight in, and which 
doth as it were ſum up all his glorious Excellen- 
cies in one word, importing his moſt pure, glo- 
rious, and incomprehenfible Eſſence, which he 
hath in and from himſelf, before all time, and 
unto all Eternity, ſubliſting in, and of himſelf, 
/and giving Being to all his (reatures, and there- 
' fore muſt needs be the moſt perfeRt and ſimple Be- 
ing. The Unity of his Effence proves his Simpli- 
city, he is one God (though three Perſons) Demt. 
6. 4. Hear O Tſrael, the Lord onr God is one God 
he is the firſt Being, and one undivided Eſſence, 
and therefore moſt pure and ſimple. He is altoge- 
ther a moſt perfeCt Being, in and of himſelf, who 
wants nothing that is excellent, nor can have any 
thing in himiclt that is evil, and therefore is a | 
molt timple, pure Nature, | 

And if Jeſus Chrift, as God, be ſuch a ſimple 
and excellent Being, then he is a moſt perfe&t 
Treaſure to his People 3 there is nothing wanting 
in him to make them happy, nor can there be any 
thing in him or come from him to make them 
miſerable ; then he is true and faithful to Believers ; 


there can be no Contrarictics in him, or Contra- 
| | dictions 
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The wnſeerchable Riches of Chriſt. 15 
dicions proceed from him 3 his Love is fincere, 
his Purpoſes are true, there is a reality in his Ex 
preſſions; for he is one, and of one mind to- his 
redeemed ones. O Believers! think on the Purt- 
ty of Chriſt's Nature, the PerfeRion of his Bleſſed. 
nels, the Integrity of his AﬀeQions, and the In- 
finiteneſs of all his PerfeRtions, to make his belo- 


Compoſition is the Corruption, or 1 [ 
of —_ Beings, but .in Chriſt's Divine Nature 
there is Unity and Simplicity, there ger Su 
alter his Thoughts and Reſolutions to his 

ones ; heis moſt true, and moſt full in all his Per- 
feF&ions and this his Simplicity : aſſures Believers 
of eternal and infinite Bleſſedneſs in their Union 
with, and Relation unto him, for heis in himſelf 
the moſt abſolate and perfeft Being, the firſt and 
moſt ſimple Being : he is moſt perfe& in and of 
himſelf; for he hath all his Perfe&tions in and of 
himſelf { as God ) and all that is ſufficient for his 


infmite Bleſſedneſs, in and from himſclf, and hath - 


all that in him, which is ſafficient for the Good 
of his Creatures, and higheſt Happineſs of his 


People. Again, he is moſt perfect, becauſe he - 


wants nothing from another to make him bleſſed. 
He needs no Creatures to contribute any thing, to 
him, nor dothrhe loſe any thing by Creatures tall- 
ing from him: or can have any Addition to' his 


| Glory or Blefſedneſs, by the acceſs of men, ot 


Angels to him. So alſo, he doth what pleaſerh 
himſelf, nothing 'can refiſt his Will, or fruſtrate 
4 _ and therefore is moſt perfeft ih , a 
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And if the Lord Jeſus be fo perfet in himſelk, | 
then he is the Author of Perfe&tion to his People, © 
for he hath made over himſelf, his whole Perſon, 
God-Man, to Believers, to be their Shield and . 
exceeding great Reward. Then Believer, thy caſe | 
is happy, thy .Treaſure is full and perfec, thy. 
Choice is a bleſſed Choice, and thy Lot a perfe&t - 
Lot, falfn in a good Ground. Then the Perſon of | 
thy Beloved is altogether lovely, his Accompliſh- 
ments being altogether perfe&, not a Spot or Ble- 
miſh in him. Then all his Gifts to his Spouſe are 
perfe&, his Righteouſneſs is a perfet Righteouſ- 
neſs that makes Believers in God's Account as per- 
fe&t as Chriſt himſelf, were not the robe of his 
ja $A every way as large as thy Guilt 
and Nakedneſs, were it not long enough and 
broad enough to cover all thy Deformities, and | 
hide all thy Imperfecions from the pure and 
judging Eye of the Father, it were not perfect. 
But all his Procurements by his Blood are perfe&t. 
His Holineſs is a perfe& Holine(s, and he will make | 
his Peoples Graces perfe& too, cre he hath done. 
He is the Rock,, bis Work is perfett i.e. He doth 
perfely fulfill his Promiſes, his Works are true to 
his Word, and be will perfed that which concerns bis 
People. Pſal. 138. 8. e. He will» accompliſh that * 
which he hath begun in me. 

Let the doubting Believer know, that the Per- 
feRion of Chriſt is Security for PerfeQtion in his * 
Graces alſo, in due time he that hath begun a * 
a good work in thy Soul, will perfe& it until the * 
day of Jeſus Chriſt z he will, ere he hath done, ' 
bring thy weak Graces to PerfeFion, that when 
he (hall appear to Judgment, thy Holineſs thall be * 

| - preſent» 


© 0 


preſented to the: Father without-'Spot 'or wins 
kle, a 31 i 3070 $4: 
Secondly,. As the Godhead' of Chriſt, is 4' moi 
pure and ſimple Being, ſo is he an infinite; Edenag 
both internally,: without all Limiitgtions or Dimen« 
fion of . his Being, 3 and externally, : with | 
Comprchenſion of Places or Capacitics 3: every Alts 
tribute of his'$ infinite, His: Vnderftonding- ir) iniffi 
nite, Pſal. 147-5. His Wildom,' Power, Love; 
Mercy, Faithfulneſs, and allthis. Rexfedtions, are - 
one entire, infinite Being; that-capyiÞt, be known 
or compriſed, no Bounds or Meaſures. can be ſet 
to his divine Excellencies, The Heaven 'of Heivens 
camot contain him, '1 Kings 8.'27'03 compals: his 
Greatneſs z how much leſs can'a natrow'- 
receive. his Fulneſs, his, Love: , and; all-his Aetri- 
butes are ' beyond Knowledge Qfo«: 40. :2555To 
whom. then will_ye liken ime, of: ſhall 4 he equal, ſaith 
the holy ane, . 'This :Infinitenc(s: of/ Chris divint 
Nature,is 4 myſtery too deep: fob haumaric Capaciz 
ty to fathom; not curiouſly to:;he ſearched: out; hat - 
humbly to +be-ador'd, and-ino- way: diſcoy 
but by his own.Light, and according to the 
of a created underttanding,: Same, dark RefleGtions 
of. this vifible Glory, are diſcoyexable-in the Glaſs 
of ſacred Scripture, which declaxe the Greatneſs :c£ 
God, both as: to. his incomprehenſiblencſs:and 
Eternity 3 he.is every, where; and -ytt;cixambert- 
bed no where, he fills all plates: Worldj a 
without the World, but contni&ng whe + no. 
where included, -no where excluded ; gantaining 
all things, coufained by nane, his difential Prefende 
is in all places, not by any, Extenſion or Divifon 
of parts, which-are not in ok bac: (as the Soul 
in 
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inthe Body, {o is/God in the Univerſe ) thew 
in the whole,and the whole in every part 3He is 
ſentially preſent in all TR not by impart — 
Effence to any'created but by givin 
pou: erving the Being of thoſ? things which fill up 

e- Plates : fo his Power i is every where, in that 
all things are tv his Power; his Wiſdony 
fills Heaven and Earth, in that all Things and Pla- 
ces are manifeſt in his fight. And this yields, 

+ --, I, Comifort to Bclievers. 


2, Tertrour to Sinners. 


Caution to all. 
Firſt, Wonderful Comfort to Believers, in' the 
Aſſurance of Chriſt's Omnipreſence with them, to 
counſel and comfort them. The Believer can fay, 


the 


what none - elſe- can, Where Iam, there is 
Treafure with itie : In all Eftates and Places is 
Lord Jeſus wich his People ( while they keep with 
him; ) In the Water, he wades with them; in the 
Flames, he ftands between them, to keep off D& 
liraRicn from them'3/ when under Wants, Tem» 
tions, Dangers, he is by them: at their right 
to relieve them : he knows their: Soul it 
Adverſity, for he is/near them': He. is by, w 
Corruptions inſurre& in them; when Satan with 
his. fiery Darts aſſaults them, or Enemies opprell 
them ; he ſees when their Fears riſe and the 
Tears fall : He ſtands behind Ephraim's back w 
the is mourning, and puts his Tears into his Bottk 

— Complaints upon his Heat No foc 
mourning for her departed Lord, 
fide to comfort her. When his D/ 

yo _ | chrown- into the Lyons Den,- he goes w 
them to ſhut the mouthes of devouring Lone, 
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to give Life in the midſt of Death: When the Kujfc 
is at the Throats of his Tacks, his Power is by to 
hold back the murtherous hand from deftroying 3 
We will break, their bands, and caſt their cords from 
as, Plal, 2. 3» fay the Saints Enemics : Hold there, 
ſaith Chriſt, I am with them to defend them. No 
cruel Edidts can exile them from his Preſence : He 
was in Patmes with Fobn, and turd it into a Pa- 
vilionz with Feremiah in the Dungeon, and. gave 
him Goal delivery. : Earthly men may be ab | 
and their Treaſures at home 3 but faithful Believers 
carry their Treaſure with them, or their Portion, 
their Inheritance follows them. . 
Secondly, The Immenſity and Omnipreſence of 
Chriſt ſpeaks Terrour to the Wicked, in that he is 
near them to behold and requite their Tranſgref- 
fions; He knows their Works and their Thoughts, 
all their ſecret Deſigns are naked in his fight13 
There's no covering from his Eye, The Darkneſs 
and Light are both alikg to bim, Pſal. 139. 12. Be 
ſces their Rage and Fury againſt him ; their hid- 
den works of Darknefs : All- theix Plots and Pux- 
poſes againlt his Intercſ axe open to his Eye: : their 
inward Thoughts, - filthy Luſts, cloſe Practiſes, are 
before him he is behind thy back, Sinner, to hear 
thy blaſphemous Oaths, thy reproachful Slanders 
of his waycs and People : thy, malicious reſolves, 
thy bloody Decrees againſt his poor and faithful 
oney: He. is beloen thee to L thy Des 
to frufGrate thy Attempts, and requite thy 'Spight 
and Miſchiefs. O you who are yet in your blogd 
and gore of Sin. in- your confederacy with 
and Hell, in your frxed Wrath againſt the Lord 
and his Anointed, be perſwaded to believe- the 
C 2 - great» 
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atneſs of your Danger before you feel it ; think” 
ow viſible all your works of darkneſs are, wheat” 
God, who is all Eye; 'is in every place 3 and how” 


deſperate your ſinful Adventures are, on the drawn 
Sword of Divine Juſtice at your Breaſts ; how ur» 


ſafe your ſecureſt ſtate is, who are compaſs'd with-" 


in the Circle of Omnipreſence, and have Venges 
ance continually at your-heels, yea; are taken in the 
Arms of devouring Judgment. ' hs 

Thirdly, The beliet of Chriſt's being every 
where, gives a Caution to all to carry themfelves 
in all Places and Undertakings, as ſuch who are 
. ever in his ſight : His Eyes run to and fro, to be- 
hold -the Evil and the Good : He ſtands by thy 
Bed fide, to inſpe& thy waking Thoughts, to ob+ 
ſerve thy unchaſte Motions, thy Earthy, vain Co» 
gitations 3 no ſooner is a forbidden wiſh in'thy 
Heart, but his Eye is there alſo : thy tow'ring 
Pride, thy pale Envy, thy flaming Anger, thy 
frothy * Pleaſure, thy luſtful Defires, thy revenge- 
ful Projects thy Earthy Thoughts,are legible Chara» 
ers to his diſcerning look. And ſhould not the ſenſe 
of this adviſe thy rational Soul to more watch 
fulneſs over thy treacherous Heart : And ſurely, 
were Chriſts All-ſeeing Eye more obſerved, Per» 
ſons Thoughts would: be more weighed, and their 
Inftdes more regarded. O, Reader, whoever thou 
art, Lodge this Truth in thy Heart, and carry thi 
Belick up and down with thee, wherever thou g6- 
eſt ; The Eye of God is on thee': He that mull 
ſhortly be thy Judge, is now thy Recorder 3 and 
puts a Remark on all thy Thoughts, Words and 
Wayes, for which he will bring thee into Judg- 
- ment. Sct a watch on all the riſing motions « 


thy 


=> wid a nn oo. © ==.zA cc. . .. . 00 LL.  —_—_ 


The Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 23- 
thy Heart ; ſtop thy haſty words at the door, and, 
examine what they are, whence they come, whiie 
ther they go, before thou let them paſs 3 and-mea»+ 
ſure thy defi Actions by the Standard . of the 
Sanctuary, ere thou let them go under thy hand 3 
ſeeing he that is thy Judge comes with his mea- | 
ſuring Line to take an Account of them, and to 
render according, to their nature and. merit. 

Thirdly, Again, As Chriſts Infiniteneſs exceeds 
all confines of Place, fo he paſſes beyond all termi- 
nations of Time being fram Everlaſting to Ever- 
laſting, without Beginning, without End : _ P/al. 
90.2, His Duration admits of no diſtintion of 
Time, and therefore muſt needs be Eternal. Time 
is the meaſure of Finite Beings,. which are _— 
of Priority and Succeſſion, but the Divine Effence 
hath no Beginning, and ſo can have no End : He 
is the Author ob all other Beings, and therefore 
cannot have a Beginning 3 there being nothing be-- 
fore him to give him a Being :. God hath his Eſ- 
{ence in and of himſelf, and ſo muſt needs be E- 
ternal, Neither is he only Eternal, ( faith Agui- 
nas ) but he is his own Eternity, becauſe he is his 
own Eſſence, ſubſiſting in and cf himſelf; which 
Eſſence, or Eternity of his, is the very reaſon of 
Eternity, and of all things contained therein : for 
the Divine Efſence, ſubſifting of himſelf, muſt needs 
be before all things that are made, as the Cauſe 
is before the Effect, and Eternity before Time z ſee- 
bh the things that are made are made by him, 

oh. 1.3. | 

His Unity alſo proves his Eternity, being one 
uncompounded and undivided Being, and io be- 
tore all, as Unity is before-Multitude : and what- | 
C 3 EVET "A 


2% 2.2.2 9.55 'Þ >- DB Þ IB EP by 3 OE, Onda eo 


=> 
_ 


% PU 
an LPT, os 


22 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, ; 
ever” Beings are, they are derived from Unity'$ 
and without End, for take off Unity and I 
remains. The Scriptures bear full witneſs to 
Eternity of Chriſt : Before the Moxntains were brought| 
forth, or ever thou badſt formed the Earth, and the” 
World, from Everlaſting to Everlaſting thou art God; 
Pal. 90. 2. I am the firſt, and I am the laft, and 
beſides me there is no God, Ia. 44. 6, He is the Als 
pha and Omega, the beginning and the Ending, which 
#, which was, and which is to come, Rev. 1. 8, Heis 
before all, and by bim all things conſift, Col. 1. 17. 
And though Chriſt be called the onely begotten 
Son of God, Fob. 1. 14. and fo implies the Fa- 
ther to be before the Son 3 yet this priority is of 
Order, not of. Time; Chriſt, as God, is Eternal 
with the Father, and fo before all Time, Fob. 1. 1. 
and to Everlaſting, 

And this greatens the Believers Happineſs be- 
yond all conception, that his Treaſure is Eternal : 
Time limits all the Comforts and Intereſts of 
Chriſiteſs Souls, let them ſeem never fo amiable 
and great ( through the multiplying; glaſs of 
miſtaken Senſe ) yet the ſhortneſs of their Dura« 
tion narrows up their Felicity z whereas the por- 
tion of Heaven-born Souls excceds all Dimenſions 
and Terminations : The Moth of Time cannot 
conſume their Treaſure : their Leaſe can never ex« 
pire : thouſands of years, that compriſe the exs 
rent of Earthly Eltates, ſublirats nothing from 
that Eternity, which gives duration to the Saints 
Treaſure. Rejoyce, O Believer, in the aſſured per- 
petuity of thy beſt Intereſts; here thy moſt detired 
Mercics are but of ſhort continuance : Thy Privis 
ledges axe but Tabernacle-priviledges 3 thy Enjoy» 

ments 
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ments determinable, thy. Frames are tranſient, 
thy Pleaſures fadi Peace, Love, Grace? | 
endures but for a Seaſon, but th argon 
the Grave, are eternal; and x lrg Chriſt lives, 
fhall thy Treaſure laſt, thy Holi ineſs, Plea- 
ſuxes, and Perfe&tions in the other World; ſhall be 
coexiſtent with thy Soul; and as far from expiring 
as the Lovethat gave them was from beginni 

And as thy Comforts here are ſhort liv'd, ſo arc 
thy Troubles too, Sorrow enduring for a Night, 
light AMidGions, and but for a moment, 2: Cor. 4+ 
17. Tears contained within a Bottle, Fears, Wants, 
Loſſes, Dangers, confin'd within this Span of time, 
and expir'de with this ſhort Vapor of Life, but thy 
Conſolations, Gain, Enjoyments, Peace, Safety, 
ſhall be eternal, no more liable to the Injury of 
time z thy wet and weary Swings, are but for 
a Seaſon; thy weak and waſting Duties, will be 
over 3 but thy reaping, thy reſting ſhall know no 
end, but endure while the Eternity and Qmnipo- 
tency of Chriſt can make them good, | 

Fourthly, The Divine Nature of Chriſt is im» 
mutable alſo, above all Alteration and C 
He is the ſame Tefterday, to Day, and for ever. Heb, 
13. 8, Immutable is his Nature, being a moſt fm- 
ple Eſſence, free from parts or any Mixture, that 
might render him capable of Corruption; he is 
alſo the tirlt Being, and ſo free from the Influence 
and Diſpoſe of a higher Power. Change in any 
thing comes, either trom a Corruptibleneſs in its 
Nature, or from the Will of a Superiour Power ; 
but God being the firſt and ſupreme Cauſe, is 
above all, and fo unalterable in his Nature. I1/e. 
44. 6, 1 am the firft and the laft, He is infinite too, 
and ſo comprehends all Fullneſs of Perfe&tion in 
GC 4 him- 
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himſelf, and cannot meet with Alteration 3, t 
are imperfect things, that are ſubjc& to changeye 
old things that paſs away, þiit God is infinitely+ 
perfect, and therefore cannot change or be moved 7 
from what he is, by any external or internal? 
Cauſe; he cannot ceaſe to be what he was, or be + 
gin to be what he was not: (as to his Divine be- 
ing) indeed the Word, the ſecond Perſon, in time 
umes the humane Nature, into a Union with -: 
himſelf, but then he doth not ceaſe to be what he 
was, that is perfe&t God, and ſo doth not change : 
and though he alters his Laws and Adminilirations 
of Worlhip, in the times of the Goſpel, yet he al- 
ters not his mind, this Change was decreed trom 
all Eternity : God determined them to be muta- 
ble, and therefore they mult change, or God - 
would not be immutable, And- whereas it may 
be urged, that God doth threaten to do what he 
doth not, and promiſe to perform, what he hath -: 
never fulhlled, and therefore is murable. I anſwer, : 
that God never threatens and promiſes in his word 
abſolutely, but conditionally, and the Condition 
failing, the A&t on which it depends fails: but 
God doth not change his Mind, neither was this 
Mutability in man, accidental to God, but foreſeen 
and ſure, and ſo Gods Purpoſes thercabour, are 
not alterable, but eternal. And whereas God is 
ſaid, now to be angry, and then to Love, which 
argucs a Mutation : yet that Change is not in 
Gods Will and Aﬀection, which is one Eflence 
with himſelf, but in his outward Diſpenſation. 
$ that the Divine Nature in Chriſt is unchangea- | 
ble, both in his Nature and Will, he cannot, he | 
will not vary in him is no Variableneſs, or | 
| Shadow 
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Shadow of turning; he is a Rock, - and his Work 
perfe&; Time or =P in Creatures, work no 
Change ingGod 3 *tis the Miſtake of Unbeliet, to 
think that the Heart of God changes, as -the poor 
Bdiever doth; like thoſe that row by the Shore, 
fancy the Land and Houſes on it to move, when 
*tis but the Veſſel changes his place. ' 

Comfort thy Heart poor Soul (who haſt fincere- 
ly choſen the Lord to be thy Portion) on this Al- 
ſurance, that the Thoughts of God are the ſame 
towards thee as'evar : all thy. changeable Frames, 
and unfaithfut Dealings with him, works no more 
Alteration in his Heart to thee, than the interpe- 
ling Clouds, do on the effential Light of the Sun 
or the Provocations of the Child, on the Fathers 
Relation, who is ſtill a Father, how unlike foever 
he carries himſelf to the Child : but theſe Inſtances 
are too ſhort to adumbrate and ſet out the Immu- 
tability of God, who cannot but be Truth,thou 
every man be a Lye : he is faithful and cannot 
ny himſelf to his, though they believe not: *Tis 
his Faithfulneſs ſecures thy Faith, and not thy 
Faith makes good his Faithfulneſs. Rom. 3. 3. 4- 
Shall their Unbelief make the Faith (or Faithtulneſs) 
of God, of none Effet ? God forbid. Mat. 3.6. 1 
the Lord, change not, therefore ye Sons of Jacob are 
not conſumed. 

Is Chriſt immutable? Then there is Ground 
enough for Believers to caft Anchor on him, and 
to bottom their ſtrong Hopes upon his Promiſes ; 
for faithful is be that bath promiſed. Heb. 10. 23, 
He is not as man that be ſhould lye, or as. the Son of 
man, that be ſhould repemt. Numb. 23. 19. Hath 
be ſpoken, - and ſhall be not make it good. He cannot 
alter 
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alter the Word that is:gone out of his Mouth, Heas 
ven and Earth (ball paſs away, but not one Tittle 
of his Word, till all be fulfilled : For ghis end hats 
God ſherved to the Heirs of Promiſe, the Immwutabilis 
ty of bis Council ( confirmed by an Oath) that - twe 
mmmutable things (his Purpoſe and Promiſe) an 
which *tis impoſſible for God 0 lye,they might baveſtr 
Conſolation who have fled for Refige, to lay hold. on the 
Hope ſet before them. Heb. 6. 18. 19. OBeliever, ſuf 
fer not thy Soul to be toſſed to and fro, with every 
change of Providence without,or of thy heart withs 
in, but roul thy Hopes on this Rock of Ages, og 
whom the Pillars of the Earth hang for their 
faftneſs, the whole Creation for its Suſtentation, 
by whom Winter and Summer, Day and Night 
are kept within their Seaſons, and all the changg 
of his People, reduced into a Conſiſtency with Us 
Covenant Fidclity. . 
This alſo yields encouragement to Believer 
for perſeverance in. the way of Duty, whatey 
Alterations are in their Conditions and the Time 
they live in : becauſe he that leads them is the 
ſame, in the worſt, as well as the beſt of Times 
and as able to ſecure them, and as firm in his 
fetions to them, ſeeing he changes not, and there: 
fore cannot,-will not leave them. | 
Again, To this Immutability of God in Chrif 
may gracious Souls go to get their unſteddy H 
hxed, and derive by Faith more conſtancy to theis 
Spirits towards God : He who is faithful hath ene 
gaged it, to eſtabliſh their Hearts with Grace, ar 
keep them from Evil. 2 Theſ. 3. 3. But the Lord 
faithful, who ſhall eftabliſh you and kgep you from 
evil, 2 Chro. 20. 20. Believe God, ſo ſhall you bk 
etabliſhed. As Chrilt's Life is Security for = Be 
icver's 
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liever's Life, Fob. 14- 19. His Power for theis Pre- 
ſervation, 2 Tim.-1, 12, ſo is his Immutability for 
their Stedfaſtneſs, Pſal. 102, 12, The Author of 
this Palm, under the ſenſe of his weakneſs, and' 
the languiſhing fiate of Sion, comforts himſelf in 
the conſideration of Gods Immutability : But thow, 
O Lord, ſhalt endure for ever : And ppon this moun- 
tain of Spices raiſes his hopes of Sion ( this he 
takes for granted, from his unalterableneſs ) He 
ſhall appear in his Glory. Go, Believer, and lay ( by 
Faith ) thy changeable Heart on Chriſt's'Conſtan- 
Cy 3 as the Shunamite did her dead Child on. Ek- 
ſhd's Bed, till (he reccived him to Life. again, 
2 Kings 4. 21- And ſpe ſaid ( when her Chi 
was dead ) It ſhall be well, veil. 23, So in the 
ſame Spirit of Faith with her,Leave thy Soul with a 
Faithful Jeſus to be made faithful alſo. 1 Theſc5.24- 
Faithful is be that calleth you, who will alſo do it, 

Fifthly, The Omniſcience of Chriſt is another 
of his Divine Attributes, by which he doth per- 
fetly, and in one Eternal and immutable Ac, 
know himſelf, and all things that were are, or ſhall 
be: and things that are not, that never were or ne- 
ver ſhall bez things natural and voluntary 
and .contingentz things in their Cauſes and Ef- 
fects, ated or intended, good or evil, finite or in- 
finite 3 all are moſt clearly and fully naked and 
open in his ſight. He alone fully knows himſelf 
and his Divine Perfections, 2' Cor. 2. 10. The Spi- 
rit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of Gad, 
ver. 11. For what man knoweth the things of man, 
fave the Spirit of a man, which is in man, even ſo the 
things of God knometh no man, but the Spirit of Gad 
So Matth. 11. 27. No man kgoweth the Son, _ 

4 
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Father, neither knoweth any man the F ather, ſave tl 4 
Son That is, No man can know the Divine Na»? 
ture but God himſelf, immediately and perfetly;z* 
That knowledge which the Saints have of God, is 
but a ſecondary and communicated knowledge, of: 
| Gods back-parts, as revealed in his Works, Word, 
and in a Mediatour, according to the meaſure of 7 
the Gift of Chriſt : But God knows himſelf im-/7 
. mediately and fully as he is : for his Knowledge: 
is his Efſence, and ſo as Infmite as his Being 1s-+ 7 
He'is a pure Act without any poterttiality : there-/ 
fore his Underſtanding and himſelf are the ſame. 
He knows alſo all things elſe that are in Being and 1 
not in Being ; things paſt, preſent, or to come, in. * 
one eternal Act, : without any ſearch into Princi- © 
ples or Cauſes 3 as Humane Underſtandings do, in 
a diſcourſive way, and by ſucceſſion : but hath 
the Idea's of all things in himſclt, his Eſſence be- 
ing the Exemplar of thole things, ſeeing he gives 
them their Being: As the Artifticer knows the- | 
Forms of the Pieces he makes, and the Writer the 
proportion of his awn Letters; ſo doth God, the 
firft Cauſe, know all things that receive their Na- 
ture from him ; they being firſt in him, and fo 
eternally preſent to him. - Hence the knowledge 
of God is moſt certain and infallible, and things - 
are as he knows them, ſecing his Knowledge 
gives them their Being : which. muſt be under- 
ttood of the: things that God approves of, as his: 
Creatures, his Providences, and Evils of Punilh+. © 
ment, which are juſt and righteous : But finful 
Evils have no dependance on his Fore-knowledge, : 
or Influence from his Effence. : Indeed: Actions, 
as they arc natural, have their Reing from God 3 
but 
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the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 29 
but the pravity and finfalneſs of thoſe Ads (Sin 
being ' but the privation of that good which was, 
and ſhould be-in-them ?) is derived from the Sub- 
jet whoſe ' Acts they are : As the Motion" of the 
Clock is from the Art of the [Artificer ; but the 
obliquity of the Motion is from ſome defect in the 
Clock it {elf : Gods fore-knowledge of Sin con- 
fers no Phyſical Vertue and neceſſity to the Being, 
-and ſuccefſhon of Sin, and yet his knowledge of: ic 
is certain » all things being naked and manifeſt in 
his ſight, who is Truth it felf, and carmotideceive 
or be deceived : He determining to permit-the Be- 
ing, of Sin, muſt needs fore-know it 3” ele ' his 
Knowledge 'would not be perfe& : and: if his 
Knowledge'ſhould be imperfect, his Efſence would 
be ſo too, ' they being both the ſame ; "but this 
cannot conſiſt with the Fountain of all Perfedion: 
He is the Holy One, and'ccan do no nquity, 
Zeph. 3. 5. His' Fore-knowledge of Sin, doth-not 
offer Violence to the: Nature of man, os deſtroy 
the natural Freedom of his: Will, but: forelecing 
what man would be, determined to leave Him to 
the natural Motion of his own Will. \Fledas be- 
traying Chriſt, as it was finfal, was the /Conſe- 
quent of Gods'Foreknowledge, but the effeft of 
his own Covetouſneſs. As 2.23. "ik 
All Contingencies are perfectly foreſeen; of God 
alſo, both in himſelf as the firſt Cauſe, and fo they 
are neceſſary to'ſucceed in due time; he ſecs them 
alſo in the ſecond Cauſes, in'reſpe&t of which'they 
are ſaid to be contingent, for to God * nothing is 
accidental, although it ſeems ſo to men, .throngh 
an Unacquaintedneſs with their Depend3nce on the 
hiſt Caulc : Rebeccah's meeting Abrabam's Servant 
at 
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at the Well, and her Diſcourſe with him. Gen. 24, 
15. ſcem to Standers by, to be things contingents? 
but look back eo the former Verſe, and you will 
ſee them to be the anſwer of Prayer, and ſo befors 
appointed : The like was the Midianites drawing 
Fo ont of the Pit, Gen. 37. and the Wing 
lowing down the Houſe on Fob's Children, 
Fob 1. though they look like Accidents, yet were 
the Effects of Gods Permiſſion and fore-appoints 
ment, 4 
Again, God fore-knows all Contingencies, not: 
only as they are in their firſt and ſecond Cauſes, 
but as they are in themſelves 3 for all things being 
preſent to him, he perfealy knows what every 
Cauſe will produce in time, and ſo muſt neceſſa- 
rily come to paſs; according to that Axiome z Eve- 
ry thing that is, when once it is, it appears neceſ- 
ſary. that it ſhould be: As 15. 18. Known wnto 
God are all bis Works, from the' beginning of #be 
World. Heb. 4. 13. Neither is there any Creature 
which is not manifeſt in bis fight, but all things are 
and open to the Eyes of him with whom we bave 
to do. Plal. 56.8. Thou telleſt my wandrings, put 
thou my tears into thy Bottle,” are not they in thy Book?: 
Pſal. 139. 2. Thon wunderftandeſt my Thoughts afat 
off : that is, before they are in Being. Prov. 15. 3+ 
The Eyes of the Lord are in every place, bebolding the 
evil and the good. This Wiſdom of Chriſt, as Gody 
is part of his Unſcarchable Treaſure, and fo gre; ? 
a Deep, that *tis paſt finding out, by his moſt is 
telligent Creatures in Heaven. and Earth. Rowe. 
I1. 33» O the depths of the Riches, both of the Wiſe 
. dom and knowledge of God, how unſearchable are his 
Fndgments, and his wayes paſt finding ont. 
Again, 


Again, as God is infinitely wiſe in himſelf{o 
is he the Author of all Wiſdom to his Creatures; 
He enlightneth every one that cometh into the World. 

o 1. 9. This is laid down to prove the Divine 

ature of Chriſt, he is the Ford, which is God; 
this appears both in his making all things verſe 3, 
and in his incomprehenſible Eſſence, He. is the 
Light ſhining in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſs - compre- 
IR _—_ rag <p the Fountain of all that 
Light and Life his Creatures enjoy, and thertfore 
muſtneeds be God. The Evangeliſt doth not ſpeak 
here of Chriſt as Mediator, and ſo of that ſaving 
Light, which 'he gives to his Elect, by his Spirit 
but of his divihe Eſſence, which the Jews would 
not own, and as a proof of it, doth inftance inhis 
creatorly Power : he is the Fountain of that natu- 
ral Light, which all men have : all Wiſdom comes 
from him; whe is the Father of Lights ; he is the 
Fountain of Light, able to fill the Children-ofmen 
with all that Knowledge that is neceſſary; to their 
higheſt Happineſs, to _ them with his Eye, 
and lead them into all Truth. 

Firſt, This yields wonderful Comfort to Belie- 
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able to make them wiſe to Salvation 3 who not on- 
ly knows what is beſt for thera, but can alſo reveal 
and make out the Knowledge thereof to them, 
that they might know and chuſe, what makes for 


of Righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2. The bright Morning Star. 
Rev. 22. 16, The Light lad Ike IO; 7. 

Pillar of Fire by Night. Neh. 9: 12. To ſhew them 
their way, in their greateſt Difficulties and Obſcu- 


rity, 
Second- 
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vers, that they have Thoſen ſuch a Saviour, as is. 


their beſt Good here and forever : He is the San 


Jore 
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Secondly, This affures gracious Souls, that he 
who hath undertaken their ConduR; Supply, and * 
Preſervation to Glory, knows-how to make it good 
and finiſh the work he is intruſted with: he can 
keep that good thing committed to him 3 he can 
help them in the worſt of Straits, and lead them 
through the greateſt Improbabilities, Weaknefles, 
Dangers, yea Impoſhibilities to - their defixed 
Reſt 

Thirdly, This alſo relieves them,! that they 
| . have a Friend in Heaven, who knows their Soul in 
Adverlity, and is acquainted with all their Trou- 
bles, Wants, Weakneſſes, Wrongs, Fears, Dangerd 
yea with all their Labours, Duties, Deſires and De 
ſigns for him, and knows how to ſuccour, come . 
fort, ſupport and deliver them, when all Refuge 
fails them, and there is none to help; and how 
tb requite, and crown all their Duties and Suffer» 
ingsfor his Name : He knows their 'Corruptions, . 
the Strength, and Prevalency of them, and how | 
to ſubdue and deſtroy them he ſees their Ways 
and Infirmities, and how to heal them, he knows 
the Power and Malice of their Enemies,; to reſtrain 
them, and diſcovers. the moſt ſecret Plots againtt 
his innocent ones, to:dilappoint them, that in vain 
is the Snare laid in: his Sight againſt them. He 
obſerves thy Tears-Believer, thy | corner Duties, 
thy Bed-fide Breathings after him, . though: hid 
from others ; he takes notice of thy Innocency, 
when men revile thee, and knows how to ag 
thy Cauſe, and bring thee to the 

F ourthly, This wall ſerve to humble the ona 
Heart of men, that{(God is acquainted with al 
their Vicnels 3 he (ces their high, their _— 
their 
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their vain, their unclean, their unſound, theix xrc- 
bellious Hearts. Sowls; tnen ſte the beſt of you, 
your fair and ſpecious Duties, but he ſees your in- 
fide and all your ſecret Rottenneſs, when; you 
Gt before him,” a8 his People fit; arid ſeem devour 
in your Services; he at the ſame time knows where 
your Thoughts are wandring, and efpies ev 
vain Motion and ſinful glance of your deceitt 
Eye : when thou praycſt with greateſt. Zeal, his 
Eye is upon thy cloſe ut) amo thy ſpiritual Pride, 
thy baſe ends, 'and thoſe conceived Luſts, which 
will break out, when thy Duties are over. O. how 
ſhould this abaſe thy proud Heart, aud prevent thy 
ſwelling Thoughts upon conceited Excellencies in 
thy (elf, or ſuppoſed Worth in thy Duties, (Mg 
he knows what is in thee, and how vain tma 
would be wiſe. 

This alſo ſhould adviſe thy Soal to Sincerity, i 
thy Profeſſon,  Parpoſes, Promiſes, Duties, be- 
cauſe he behclds' thee, and weighs thy Paths, 
ſcarcheth thy Heart, tries thy Reins, and will 
ſhortly bring thy ſecret things to Judgment, 

Laſtly. This counſels ſuch as want Wiſdom, to 
be looking to - Jeſus, and waiting at the Foun- 
tain, and Spring- head, for their Inſtruction. 

Sixthly, the Omnipotency of Chriſt, is ano- 
ther of thoſe glorious Properties of the divine na- 
ture, which renders him {6 vaſt, and unconceiva- 
ble a Treaſtre, to all that receive him, He is the 
mighty God the everlaſting Father, Iſa. 9. 6. who 
hath infinite Strength to order and eſtabliſh his 
Kingdom, and to exert his Government in Sion, 
and over Nations: his Strergth mutt needs be infi- 
nite, becauſe his Kingdom 1s eternal; no created 
'humane 
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humane arm, can ſway the Scepter 'of the World; 
and maintain an everlaſting Rule over the Hear? 
and Converſations of all his People, in all \ocs ? 
and therefore, he muſt be God, and the mighty: 
God, to traniat the whole Work, that concerns 
him, as Mediator, and to anſwer the Appeliayiany 
given him in Scripture. Things are aſcribed to 
Chriſt, which cannot be performed by leſs than an 


| 


infinite Power. 

Firſt, His creating all things in- Heaven ang 
'Eaxth, Col. 1. 16. By bins were all things cre 
that are in Heaven and that are in Earth, viſible 
muifible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, a 
Principalities, ' or Powers, all things were created 
bin, and for bim : He is the. eternal Word, the 
Excmplar, and efficient Cauſe of all created Beingsz 
The Heavens and Earth,Angels and men,the Inhabj- 
tants of the upper and nether Woxld,wereall form'd 
by Fehovah,Chriſt, who gave Bain 0 all his Crea 
tures, as pleaſed him; and therefore: his Powe: 

Yuan Ss be Almighty, who is #he only God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the Earth, tha 
fatygeth not, be that giveth Breath unto the People ut 
011 it, and S pirtt to them that walk therein. Ha, 4 
28, chap. 42.4.5, 

Wit: a pctent Lord have Believers choc 
who can ſuperſede all their Difhculties, by hi 
Creation-help? if his whole Store-houſe of Heaver 
and Earth be not-full enough. to. ſupply thei 
Wants, he can foqn ſet forth a new Edition . of 
Mercies by his own immediate arm 3 if their wa 
to Glory, lye through a waſte howling Wildernels 
where no Foot-ſieps can be ſ{gen.to guide them, he 
can create a Cloud by day, and Pillar of F - ' 
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Night to condu@t them: If their ifio 
iy them in their Journey, he can; : 
Shower of Manng from his {ecxet 


Death, he can, m a Moment, i 
Chariots and; Horſe-men, and when: ir De 
verers fail, ſend from Heaven, and fave them: 
when the Vikibility- ot Religion 

Heavens paſs oat as a Scrole, w { 
.of the Loxds Houſe is difloly'd into a Chaor, 
the Gold of the Sanftuary is become 

the Goſpel-Church metamorphoz'd into 
World, he can even then create a new Heavy: 

a new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteo 
Is thy Heart, Believer, full of filthineſs ? Thy 


commit themſelves, and all their Concerns un- 
to? 

Secondly, Another Proof of the Omnipotency 
of Chriſt, is the upholding all things by the Word 
of his Power, Heb. 1. 4. Who being the Brightneſs 
of bis Fathers Glory, and -the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon, and upbalding all things by the Ward of his 
Power. Here's another Royalty of the divine-Na- 
ture of Chriſt, a new beaming out, of this Glory 
as God, even in the bearing up, maintaining; and 
Diſpoſe of the whole Creation, in- the foxmet ver. 
the forming of the Vern and whole World, 

2 was 
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was aſcribed to Chrift: and here the Preſervation 


"Workin the Creation, he carries it on in his pro 


-ven and Earth, which would ſoon fink down in»: 


drawn from bencath it, he that firſt gives Being to: 


nue the Creatures in their peculiar Nature and 
Properties, and to govern thoſe Diverſities in an 
united 'Subſerviency to his Will and Glory 3 and 


produced them, And this is the work (Chriſtians) 
of your Meſſiah, that perſon who is God-Man 
who by his divine power and efficacious Provi- 


Sealons, whole hands are under his Wings, and 


| things as pleafeth him; brings Light out of Dark- 
neſs, Order out of Confulion, Good out of Evil : 
--who hath the Government on his Shoulders, and 


+ of his own Will, the Advance of his Glory, and 
- the Good of them that fear him. 
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of it alſo, is laid upbn him, asa further Evidence” 
of his oneneſs with the Father : having begun his? 


dential Suſtentation thereof, He is before all think, 
and by him all things conſiſt Col.1.17, He is the Fours 
dation that underprops the whole Fabrick of Heas 


to its firſt nothing, if everlaſting Arms were with-. 
his Creatures, muſt continue itz Conſervation is 


but a Continuation of the firſt a& of Creation," 
to preſerve the World from Deſtru&ion, to conti-! 


the Well-being of the whole, is a work of intnite; 
Power, and needs the ſame Strength, that firſt” 


dence, animates, aQuates, cheriſhes, quickens,. 
and ſweetly diſpoſes of all Creatures, Actions and: 
Afairs in the World, He is the great Monarch. 
| of Heaven and Earth, that changes Times and”. 


hath a wheel within the Wheels, that turns about - 


" abſolute Power in his hand, to diſpoſe of all per- . 
ſons and things, as may moſt further the Plealure 


And 
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And is not this Security enough to thoſe, whos, 
have intruſted themſelves and all their Concerns, + 
with this glorious Potentate, and King of Kings, 
who hath the Management of all things in Heaven 
and Earth, that it ſhall be well-at laſt with:the 
righteous? the momentous Afﬀairs of the world, 
and of Sion, ſhall iſſue in the beſt Good of thoſe . 
that love his Name. . How ſhould this calm the. 
tumultuous ray Ob. ſhe godly into a ſweet Sereni- 

of Spirit, a ill cheixr tempeſtuous Thoughts 
i, a quiet Relyance on the Arm, Care, and Faith- 
fulneſs of their Lord, who knows how to govern 
the World, and can, and will; bring about his 
Work to gracious ends by all ſeeming Contrarie- | 
ties, and interfering Providences (in. the World.” 
IV by art thou afraid, ſaith Czlar, to the Maſter of / 
the Ship, that began.to be difturb'd in bis Spiritr, by. 
reaſon of the Storm and the Darkneſs of the Night 2 
Thou carryeft Czlar. How much more Be-., 
lievers be ſedate, and quiet in their Minds, who ; 
have embarqued Chriſt. . Ceſar. had only. ſome 
Command at Land, none over. the Sea 3 he go-+ 
vern'd the Bodies of a few men,. but Chriſt rules 
at Land and Sea he fits upon the Floods, and at; 
the Helm of this great Veſlel of the World; how 
ſhould this life the, Saints Heads; above all their 
Waters ? as [wart | . 

"Thirdly, Chriſt's working Miracles by his own 
Power, proves his Qmnipotency, 'that nothing is 
too hard for him; a Miracle is ſomewhat done, 
which is above-and beſides the Power and Courſe: £ 
of Nature 3 not only.as the thing'done, but as the 
manner of doing, when the Cauſe is ſecret, and, 
unknown to us, and the: thing utterly beyond all 
D 3 Batu- 
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xal Cauſes, that's a Miracle which nome but G6d 
can do, either mediately by ſecondary Agents, "68 
immediately of-himfelf, Miracles are only” done” 
by a divine hand, becauſe none but God can cha 
the Order of Nature: and' this Chriſt did, not by" 
anothers, but by: his own power : The Humane" 
Nature in Chrift was but the Inſtrument of the droint" 
Attion, and thi bumtane Atftion received it's Vertu" 
from the divine Nature, faith Aquinas. It was by" 
his own Power, that Chriſt did ſuch mighty works 
as no-man ever did, *Tis ſaid, Vertie- went. out 
of him, and healed all their Diſeaſes who touched 
him. Lake 6, 19.-It was by his word he caſt out” 
Devils, and healed them that werefick. Mat. $.'6;' 
The-Wind, and the Seas obey'd him. ver. 299 
Wich Authority he commanded theunclean Spirits 
and hey obey'd him. Mark. 1. 27. He operie$ 
the Eyes of them that were born'blind, - made' ew” 
dumþto ſpeak, the dead to walk 3 by which might 
ty Works, he proves' himſelf ro be one with the 
Father : What he ſeeth the Father do, theſe alſo doth 
the Son likewiſe ;- for as the Father raiſeth up tbe 
dead and quickneth- them, even ſo the Son quicknethi 
whony' be will. Jo. 6. 19. 24. H 
Neither-did he ſhew ſuch Wonders himſelf one 
ly;- bat by his Power he enables: his Servants al 
to do ſuch mighty Works, as were above the 
Power of lapſed Nature to do. Mark, 16. 17. 18, 
And theſe Signs ſhall follow them that believe in my 
Name (i. e. by my Powerand Authority trom me} 
" Hhall: they caſt out Devils, they ſhall fpeak, with new 
Tongzes, they ſhall take np Serpents, and if they 
fink any deadly thing, it ſhall - not hurt them, they 
ſhall lay haigds on the fick, and they ſhall =Y 
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And ſurely, if the exerted Power-of Chriſt by weak 
Inſtruments, could'do fuch mighty things;/ ave 
the Capacity of natural Agents, the effencidl 
Power of Chrilt' can do much more-tharfwhat he 
hath done gel | | geil '\ 
Fourthly, That niuft' netds' be an Atmighty 
Power in Chrift, that can beſtow on-the Sairits/all 
things that they ſhall ask of the Father in hisname*: 
but Tach is the Power of Chrift; Fob! 4025, 
Whatſoever ye ſhall ack, of the Father in "7 | 


that will I do, that the F ather muy be glorified nithe 
Sor. He doth not fay, my Father thall dv'ity/ or 
that will T'procure for you byiny Mediation and 
Intereſt in the Father3- though that be tru& alſo: 
butithat will do by my own Power, as God 
with Ge Tate (1 will ——_ this he repeats 
again in the ne&t ver. If  a5k any thing #4 
Names, I will ae tting willy Ss this” Tort: 
ous Truth-in'theit Minds, that as he was r 
to fulfil all their le Deſires, triade-in his' name; 
ſo he _————— , Martha pool he' beitig 
one, this muſt 'aceds bear? Almighty power, 
to hear and anſwet all the Requieſts of all Sar, 
on' Earth, at once::* what multitudes arc 'there of 
Believers in every Age, more*than cafi benutnbred, 
who! are alway compailing the Throne, and fend- 
ing up a Cloud of Incenſe, to the' Mercy Seat dai- 
ly 3: putting up Variety of Requeſts ro the Father, 
through Chrilt, *and that not for.mean/ things nei- 
ther ? They beg'for'the holy Spirit, for the Shed- 
dings abroad of his Love, and Shinings oat of his 
Glory » for treading down of Stan,” for ſubdiing: 
of - Corruption, for -Gonqueſt over his Enernies,” 
Enlargement of his ts for +n Almightineſs 
| 4 ex 
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ro. do, and invincible Patience to ſuffer the whole' 
Will of God, for the Forgiveneſs of gzeat Si 
and, Multitudes of Sins, for Perſeverance jn Grace” 
and for an eternal Crown of Glory, theſe ave ma# 


ny things and great things, things that note; bug” 


2 God-can give, and yet no more than what Chriſt 

is-cpgag'd to beſtow onall that 'fincexely ſeek; him 

and/therefore. muſt! needs be God Almighty, and' 

Rorhy: of Sinnexs Choice, ,and of the Sai 
xuſt. | 


* Fifthly, This alſo ſets forth the Omnipotency, © 


nts * 


UW 


of Chriſt, that he is able not-only.to do. all thingy * 


for, but in his Peaple, working ; all their Works 


in them, the Apoſile tells us,- 2: Cor. 3. 5. We are® 


/ 
- 


£404, Neither know we what to pray for 4s we ought; 
Rom. 8.126, In; them""dwells. no, good ' thing. as 
they are in themiclves 3- Neither, can they do any 
thing without hun :. their Eyes axe' unto! him for 
all- their. Hclp,- theix Springs/are Jin; ;him : in the 
Lord (hall '.@pe., ſay; have I Rohreouſuck and; 
Swength ; they,ave dead asto. any, ſelf-ſufficiency for 


the-lealt thingy that-is good 3 but he-is [their Life, * 
the Spul-that apimates all their Faculties, the hand 


thatrleads chem. the! Wiſdom - that dirc&ts them 


clie-Power that aQtuates them, in every,good. thing... * 
Their Works mult þe wrought/in Gad or can ne- * 
ver, be good 3; *tis he that works jn then; to will, 


and .to do, ,of-his, good. Pleaſure, .he teacheth them 
19, prohit,/ he held Iſrael hy the hand teaching him 
0,80: he carries. his Lambs in his Arms, -and 
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ently drives them that axe with young 3 drawing, © 


thoſe that are indiſpoled, quickening them that 


are dead';- he js the Fountain thas, fills all their, * 


Pits, 
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Pits, the Head that gives put animal Influenceyico 
every Member, for every Daty : and mult; not he. 
then be an all-ſuftcient-God, and have an infinite 
Treaſury to give to all richly to enjoy, andan Al- 
mighty Arm todo all the work of Saints on;Eaxth? 
O admire Believers, and rclye on this Jelus.,-., 
Sixthly, railing the dead-is an at of Ompipo- 
tency, a peculiar. Property of the divine; Natare, . 
which hath becn, is, and ſhall be. the -Work..of 
Chrilt ; I ans the Reſurrefiion and the Life. Jo.1 1, 25. 
i. e. He for whoſe ſake and, by whole Power. the 
dead (hall be raiſed at the. lafk, = Martha 
Chriſts Ability tojrevive her.dead Brother, ſhe be-. 
heved indeed, he 4houldhriſe at the lalt day, and) 
not before why faith Chrilt, hey 'that (ball then 
riſe from the dead, (hall riſe by, my Power; ,iK, 
I will raiſe, up the dead then; 'I' can as ratily;dg,it* 
now. The hqwy 4s com in which all that are in. 
their Graves, ſhall _—_— Voice, and (hall. cone 
forth, they that have done Good," unto the Raſuarredio, 
on of Life, and they that havei done evil, Wpe th 
Reſrrrefiion of Damnation. Joh:$528.2.9. 4nd L will 
raiſe him up at the laſt day., Fob. 6. 54, Tbat there: 
ſhall be a general Reſurrection of. the. dead,, at the 
lait day 3 when-every Body (though now | conlu- 
med) ſhall be raiſed up and reunited to- the Soul, 


-and be brought to the final Judgment, . is not que- 


tioned by thoſe that believe, and. know the 
tures, The !Author'of this | 
as God, but the ſecond Perſon, the Lord HED. is 
delegated, to accompliſh this Work; {whi he, thall, 
do by his own. Voice, ( faith; Chriſt himlclt), bya, 
Shout, by the Voice of the Arch-Angel,. and. with 
the Trump of God, ſaiththe Apoile, 1 2 16, 


with 


- 
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with great Sound of a Trumpet, faith the Evan-\ 
gdiſt, Mat. 24. 31; That is, the Lord Jeſus w 
at that laſt day, by his mighty Voice, pronounced* 
by the Arch-Angel, cauſe all the dead, both ſmall 
and great, to ariſe in their {ame Bodies, though 
chang'd into an immortal State, and' ſuitable Cas 
pacity, to that Condition, to which they are in- 
tended; to receive their Soul, and tocome'to Judg-! 
mient. And is not this a mighty Work; to quick-/ 
en the dead, a work iarly afcribed' to God, 
2. Cor. 1. 9. For we had the Sentence of Death in" 
oter ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in' oe ſelves, but" 
in God 'which raiſeth the Dead: *Tis the work of 
God, - and of none +but' God, to' taiſe the! dead: 
*Tis a work full off Wonder and Amazernent,. be-" 
all Principles of created reaſon, to conceive 
how thoſe Bodies diffolved to duſt; mingled with! 
other* Bodies in - rhe Grave, digelted* into other\ 


Natures; by Beaſts, Fiſhes, Fowls; that” have de-! 
voured them, ſhowuld-yer return and” be feparated' 
from'other Duſt and'Natures, into the ſame Indi- 
viduals, is fach a Miracle- as is only: fit matter for 
Faith, not-Senſe, and a firm Foundation for the' 


Believers Hope and' Comfort. - fs 

It may be thou ſeeſt nothing but Deaths on thy/ 
Graces; Frames and Capacities 3 thou tmdelt De! 
cayes in 'thy Soul,- the Spirit of Life ſeems to be 
departed from thee; thou' canſt not pray, hear, con-/ 
verſe, with thatſweenicſs and delightas heretofore 4/ 
Comfort thy {elf Believer 3 He that' is the Life, is 
the Reſirrredtion alſo : He thatiquickned" thy Heart, 
when Dead, will revive «ty when decay'd : "Tis 
as crfic witty himto''reſtore thy Spiritual Framesy 
as't6 beſtow them :. He thar can raiſe the ror, 

or! 
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World from their Bodily, totab-Death ; can'waſily, 
and will, in/ due time,cure thy Soul-dyings a 
Again, This willi chear Sion, - 
faints at her Deſolations, arid fears what wilt be- 
come of the deſtruction on her Intereſts ; *Tis ka- 
mentable to obſerving Souls,. to ſec how Religion 
goes down' daily : Holinefs is: departed from che 
Farth: The Rod' of the: wicked/lies on he 
of the Righteous : the wicked- are exalted 
the Righteous oppreſſed-- The Houſe of "Farr 
waxes weaker and weaker, and the Houſe'of Saut 
WAXES ; This is a fad Spectacle 3 yet. in 
this caſe Reli is to be. ferch'd from an -Ornnipo- 
tent' Jeſus :' who _ ſaid, His dead men hall 
live: who can open his Peoples graves, and revive 
his decay'd lncepeſ, and cauſe. a Nation to bring 


forth in a day': and Overturn, Overturn, Overturn, 
ll his Kingdom be citabliſhod'in che Earchs 


HU 
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CHAP,” 


The Hunt Nature of Clift, dift @ly ton- 
oa d; it s Reality proved's His Perſons- 


it is, and fy 


Advantages thereof. / - 


E have a little WEE into the Diving 
Nature of Chriſt :'the Beams of: whoſe 
Mſory, bur-darkly ſeen, yield's _—_ 
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ful ſplendor, and: reviving to a. believing 'Eye-7 
In the next place, let us conſider his, Humanity : 
The Nature of Man, which the ſecond Perſon, * 
aſſumes into a Perſonal Union with himſelf : He: * 
is perfe&t Man as well as God : The-Woman's ,”* 
Seed 3 Made of a Woman, made under the Law, , 
Gal. 4. 4. Made of the Seed of David according to., : 
the Fleſh. Rom. 1. 3. For he took, nat on him the { 
Natnre of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2. , © 
I6, The Children | being partakers of fleſh and blood, 
be likewiſe 08k, part of the ſame, ver. 14. And was , 
in all things made like to his Brethren, ves. 17. Cal-, 
led the Son gf Man : the Man Chriſt Jeſus: having , © 
the Subſtante. of the Humane Nature z- though not , ? 
the Perſonal Subfiſtence thereof : He did not take | 
the Perſon of Man into: Union with himſelf : | far: © 
then. he (would have had two Perſons: and ſo * 
have bcen no true: Mediator; The; Mediator be- 
ing one : 1 Tim. 2.5. For there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and Man, the Man Chrift 
Zeſis : But if the Lord Jeſus had taken the Per- 
{on of Man, then he would have confiſted of two 
Perſons : the Divine Subſiſtence and the Humane 3 
and,ſo there would have been two Mediators, or 
Perſoris mediating, which is. contrary to Scrip- 
ture. * 

Neither did he take on him the vicious Quali- 
ties or Accidents of the Humane. Nature : being 
holy, harmleſs, ſeparate from Sinners : the Holy 
Spirit overſhadowing the Virgin Mary, and purging 


the Humane Nature of all its tinful dregs : torming 


it of, the Sobſtance of the Virgin ; not bf his gown : 
Eflence : ; whence the Holy thing beggeren by bi . 
Hily 


Spirit - was. not God, |but Man ; callgþys 
bc} | Child 


, 
rn 
* 
Le] 


Child Feſus: purely conceived in the Wothly of x 


Sinner, without the leaſt participation 6f® 
Sin, or vicious Defe&s of her Nature, receiv 


only the perfe& Subſtance of Man. 
Having the Effential parts of the F Body. 
; Santo Nature, Soul. 


A true and real Body, and not a Phantaſme, and 
Airy Vehicle, as the Marcionites and Hereticks of 
old held : He had Fleſh and Bones, which a Spirit 
hath not, Luke 24. 39. Handle me and ſee me, far 


' a Spirit bath not fleſh and bones as ye' ſee me "have : 


This was after his ReſurreQion, when the Diſci- 
ples doubted that it was an Apparition and not 
him, and even then Chriſt had a real Body, palpa- 

ble and viſible, the obje&t of External Senſes. - 
A Natural, and not an Heavenly Body, as"'thie 
Manichees affirm'd from 1 Cor. 15. 47. The'firſt 
man is of the Earth, Earthy the ſecond man is the 
Lord from Heaven. But to this T anſwer with Zan- 
chy, The Apoſtle doth not _ here of the Efſen- 
tial Body of Chriſt ; but of his Heavenly Spiritual 
Power, which he lets out in raifing the Dead ;-2s 
in the former verſe. The firſt man Adam was made 
a living Soul, the laſt Adam was made a quickping 
Spirit : He ſpeaks not here of the Nature, but of 
the perſon of the ſecond Adam, as Mediator ; the 
Difference between whom was great : the firſt 

Adam but a Creature, this a Creator or Quickning 
Spirit : the firſt Adam had his Riſe from the Earth, 
this ſecond Adam, as to his perſon, from Heaven : 
whence (faith Parew) *tis evident, the Apoſtle 
doth not ſpeak here of the matter of Chrifts Body, 
but of the oo = and Dignity of his Perſon: for 
he grants in this whole Diſcourſe, that __ 
y 
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Body js one and, the ſame with ours.z clſe how caji ©. 
his Reſurreftion be uy of ours : and *tis fy 
As by man came death, ſo by utan came alſo the Re- 
if Chriſt had not a real, natural Body, then he. 
could not be the Seed of the Woman 3 neither had 
his Death been a real Death, or a GtisfaRory Pro» 
pitjation 3 if the ſame Nature that ſinned had not. 
alſo ſuffered ; And therefore it muſt necds be that 
Chriſt had a Natural Body : He. Eat, Drank, Spake, 
Walked, waSweary, ſmitten, bound, crucitied ; 
which are alſo demonſtrations of a Natural Body, 
_ ., And as he had a perfe&t Body, ſo had he a Soul 
alſo z contrary to the Doctrine of Apollinaris 3 or 
elſe he could nat be a perfect Man, and in all 
things made like unto his Brethren : for *tis ſaid, 
when:God made Man, He breathed into bis Neftrils 
the Breath of Life, and man became a living Squl, 
Gen,'2. 7. Hence, faith Lafantizs, A Soul-leſs 
Body is, no Hungne Body : *Tis (aid, His Sou! was 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, Maty,26. 38, 
Had not Chriſt a real Soul, he had nat been a li- 
ving, man, nor could be ſaid to. have died, when 
he cried out, Father, into thy hands I commit my 
Spirit, Luke 23. 46. And having Fo 0, be gave 
wp the Ghoſt. This Spirit the Lord Jelus gave up 
into his Father's hands, was not his Divine Nas 
ture, for that was one with, and ever with the 
Father : and therefore mult necds þe his Soul; 
which was his Life z. and that depaxting, he is ſaid 
to dye, and give up the Ghalt. | 

Belides, That Knowledge in which he is (aid to 
increaſe, with thoſe Humane Aﬀe@tiqns that ma 
nitetily appearcd in him, and thoſe Ads of : 
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Natural Will, plainly $ his Soul :- be- - 
ing the Eſſential Faculties of « Hong Diri 
Neither could he have perfectly the 

tice of a Mcdiator, and under all the Suffer- 
ings that were to: be bome for the Sin of Man, 


had he not conliſted of a Humane Soul, as well as 
Body; part of theſe Penalties, yea the greateſt «Fo 
Ju- 


being Spizitual,. and fuch as none but the, 
could be tully ſenſible of : And in point 
ſtice, the Soul of man having ſinned, there muſt 


be a Soul alſo-in the Redeemer to y Suffer- 
ings 3 wherefore he mult needs be man in 
the Eſſential Parts of the Humane Nature, 
"4 Body. 
Soul. 


He had alſo the Properties of the Humane Na- 
ture, both Eſſential Accidental : The Eſſential 
Properties of man, as well of the Soul, as Body, 
were in him : The Eſſential Properties, and Fa- 
cultics of: the Soul, which are the j 
Will, Aﬀections, were ſeated in his Nature 3 he 
had a created Underſtanding, that eminently hin'd 
out in. his youthful years, being able, at Twelve 
years 01d, to diſpute with the Learned Dectors, of 
his Day, even to the aſtoniſhment of his Heaxers- 
Luke 2. 46, 47, And they found bim in the Temple, 
fitting in the mid(t of the Doctors, both hearing them, 
and arking them DBneftions 3 and all that beard bim 
were aſtoniſhed at bis Vaggyfony and Anſwers. 
And ver. 52. Jeſus increaſed in Wiſdom ang Sta- 


THre. "ER. 
He had likewiſe Natural AﬀeRions, ſo as with- 
out fin : He loved the young man in the Gol; 


fox thoſe Excellencies that were in him,. 
; 10. 21. 


48 ' The Beſt Treaſure," Or, | 
10. 21. And had a peculiar degree of Aﬀetion tg” 
* Fahn- above the reſt, of the Diſciples, Fob. 19. 27 
He had compaſſion on” the multitude, Mat. 9.36. 
And was grieved for the Heart hardneſs of his 
Diſciples, Mark 3.5. And had indignation againſ 
Peter's tempting him to decline his Redemptions 
work. Mark, 8. 33. * 
He had alſo the Effential Properties of a Humang 
Body, ſuch as do flow from the Effence thereok 
and are fo abſolutely neceſſary to it, 'as that withs 
out theſe the Body would'ceafe to be a Body : as 
Quantity, Figure, Members, Dimenſions: He had 
a Material Body, confifting of Fleſh and Bone, with 
its Lineaments and Members; Face, Hands, Feet; 
he had a Stature, in which he grew, as other men 
do, Luke 2.52, A Body circumſcribed in a place, 
that muſt needs have a Circuamference, and be in 
one place at once circumſtriptively, not detinitives 
ly, as Spirits are : Neither does its Union with the 
Divine Nature, or its glorified ſtate in Heaven, ab 
ter this Efſential Property of a Body : Nor is the 
Omnipotency of God a {ufficient' Argument tt 
warrant the Body of Chrift to be in Heaven, a 
. Earth, and in divers placts' at once 3 ſeeing Goc 
Abſolute Power never croffeth his Aﬀtual Power 
or infer a contraricty to his' Truth, 'and':to the 
natural Being of things." Neither did'he afſume the 
Parts and Eſſential Propertits of 'Man-only, but 
the Tnhrmitics alſo, and accidental 'Propertics &f 
the Humane Nature : thoagh'not ' thoſe which 
were Perſonal and Vicious, and procur'd by Pet 
ſonal Sins, or defeEtion in their particular Nattire' 
as Difeafes, Blindneſs, Lameneſs, Deformity; which 
were not the abfolute and univerſal” Produdts i 
Jo 


\ 
4 
' 
, 
: 


the Unſearchable Riches of Chris, ag 

Origioal Sin, incident to every one; but 
OY ſome paxticular Cauſes, and to 
Perſons onely 3 theſe ous Logd did not = 

upon him » but ſuch Infirmities — 

tal to the whole Nature, for thas be himſelf 'alfavis 
compaſſed with Infirmities, Heb. 5. 2. not finkul z 
as culpable Ignorance and Exrour, but /Natuxal In- 
firmities, ſuch as were incident to our Natuzes, 
( Sin excepted ) and ſuch as were the Effects and 
Puniſhment of Sin : theſe Chsiſt took on him, as 
inculpable Ignorance, Humane Paſſions of Soxrow, 
Fear, Anger in the Soul, Hunger, Thirſt, Weaxi- 
neſs, Pain, bloody Sweat, and Death in the Body. 
Mark 13. 32. Mark 11.13. Math. 26. 38. Math. 
9636: Mat. 16,23. Fob. 19.28. Joh. 4.6, Heb. 

8. Luke 22.44. Mat. 27. 50. 

' And O what enriching Priviledges, and full 
Conſolation, do flow to Believers, from the Words 
aſſuming the Humane Nature into Pexſonalftf with | 
himſelf! And, what glorious Excellencies are. in 
Jeſus Chriſt, as he is God-Man, in one Pexſon! 
intinite Treaſures, which can never be traced out, 
nor fully undertiood by the Children of mens as 
will appear,.it we conſider the kind of this Union, 
and the Conſequents of it. 

Fiſt, Conhger the kind of this Union, between 


tel the Divine and Humane Nature of Chuilt and © 


what a glorious Myſtery is it ! 

Firſt, It is a xea} Union: *tis not Nowigal,. in 
Name onely, os Metaphorical, in Shew os 
tude 3 but. A &o ps and Truth. The Divi a6 u_ 
Humane Nature do conſtitute one Pexfon, -whic 
is Jeſus Chriſt. We have alzeady proved tas Jo 
1us Chriſt is perfect Cog, ana and perte Man : he's 


bl 
UNANT AS 
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x6 in one perſon, Fob. 1, 14. The Word wat 
Fleſh, and dwelt ns, and we 4 . 
big'Glory. The Word, that is, the divine Nature! - 
the God-head of Chriſt, was made Fleſp 3 that is, 
united to the humane Natuxe, and this in a viſible 
way: aid dwelt ws, it was not a Fiction, - 
but really Chriſt, -man, - dwelt amongſt = 
nd we beheld bis Glory, it was obvious to 
view, 1 Tim. 3. 16. Great is the Myftery of Godli- 
neſs, 'God was manifeſt in the Fleſh, juſtified in the 
Spirit, ſeen of Angels. If this be not real, what car” 
be ſ0? He was manifeſt in the Fleſh, How ? By way 
of real Union, Fuftifted in the Spirit,, by the divine 
Nature 3 here's Fleſh, and here's the divine Nature, 
in one perſon, Jeſus Chriſt, God-Man, ſeen of 
Angels, Rom. 1. 3. 4. Concerntn wiergh tn Chriſt | 
our Lord, which was made of he ſeed David ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with Power, according to the —_y Holineſs, 
by the Reſurreftion from the Dead : *s a Perſon 
conliſting of both theſe Natures, real man, bora 
of the Seed of David, then real God 3, thus the 
Divine Nature was manifeſted to be in Chrift, by 
the Reſurrection of the-dead, Rom. 9. 5. 4nd of 
whom as concerning the F leſh Chriſt carte, who is over 
all, God bleſſed for ever. Here both Natures are 
attributed to one Perſon ; Jeſus Chriſt, as concerns 
ing the Fleſh, deſcended from Abrabam, he came 
from David, that is, he received the humane Nas- | 
ture from the Virgin Mary, and heis God over all, 
bleſſed for ever. The 'God-head is fait to dwell in | 
him bodily, Col. 2. 9. WITGY I 
Secondly, It is a-very'near Union, the _ 
Union that poſſibly can be. As the- Soul and the 


= 


Body 
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Body make up one man, ſo the'divineand 
Nature of ChHR, 'wake up otie Perſon.” tt 
forth by way' ef Thhabitation,' Col. 2. 9. Ih 
dw hy the Fallneſs $6 
God manifeſt in tlie 
Spirit rakes up one entire b: 2, As the 
and the Form takes up one Being, 10"ehiy' 
vine and hamane Nature makes” bo. 6110” pet 
ſon. DD (OLTTOrg 

Thirdly, " A nd unconiabl 
Ubtion. There's a th 
Wife, ma obe Fic 3 ; areal Udon: ver 
the Head and conltitut hn BEER 
this canngt reach this Union 3 ap nar bby 
above all Conception, 1 Tim. 3- 16, Great & the 
Myftrry of Godlineſs, God neanifeſt in the Fleſh, We 
may admire it, an adore. it, but 'we cannot "f@- 
them the depth of this Union between the\Sivine 
and humane Nature of Chriſt. | 

Fourthly, It is a pwre- and amnixed Union «> 
to each Nature. In tegavd of *Efſence the & 
Nature cannot betonverted into the 
the humane into the divine, but cach Natare v& 
mains dittin&, and irs Propertics are diftine, 
Rom. 1. 3.4 So that there are in Jeſus Chriſt, ewo 
Natures, two Wills, a divine Will, and 2 humane 
Will: he hath the Wilt and-Aﬀections of 4 mari, 


thought full r(anified _ ifed - 

wr». ah he C | Ike 
humane Nature, #1 with a NE m4 
ſomething of the workings of by the i are'Þ 
divine Power, and anc 
tare, This Union conlifts in' i bow vinu mn 


of the divine Natire with the turmanc, 
; E 2 
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head; and the humane Nature agree > ſo that the 
gu Cn ye 0 
pebs as far as may R on-ends 3.for 

nero pr hrmoecr agar 
of -Chriſt, and for the fulfilling of all Redemption= | 
Wark, x Pet. 3.18, This is a glorious Union, but 
it' is worthy to be known; Ah/ lietle of Chriſt 
is known as totheſe. two Natures! how =O ! 


do we know of him! 
 Fifthly, It/is-arr inſeparable Union, it can: FRE, 
ver be parted more.” lies the 


Believers, that Jeſus. Chriſt-is: God-man, to! 
Eternity,/ never cat there bean end of this Rela» 
tions Feſus Chriſt. -God-Man, it the ſame  Tefterday, 
wen and\far ever, Heb. 13. $../He was the ſame 
while in -his obediential Work, 'on Earth 3 he is 
the ſame in Glory, and will be the fame to-all E- 
ternity. This Union of Chrift's two Natures tnuſt 
be eternal, or cl{e he cannot-be-faid ever © to! live 
to make Interceffion; But be-ever tres to make In» - 
» Heb. 7425+ That which made ' Chrift's 
Redemption--infinite, was that' he -was God- as 
oo Man: -Chrift the Interceder, God-Man, 
is now in Heaven, and this muſt be for ever. | Q 
what a glorious Truth-is: this; that/'thete * can be 
no Ceflation of this Union }: could this Union be 
ſeparated. oMbe N e Madone | wh 
work would: ceaſe: ' 'He dy voter all, God- 
bleſſed for evermare, Rom. 925. Sine bla | 
with Chriſt be inſcparable,vand+cheir Intereſt, in 
the Loveof Chriſt infeparable; then Chriſt is un- * 

alterable; but. becauſei-the Saizits muſt Have an 
—_—_ Unian- with himz- and he' is ah —_ 
* nal Jeſus, he muſt be -etamally» God-Man; 


Romans 
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= And, as zthe-Breaſt is full, of Milk. ot 
i, 0 is Jeſus Chriſt full' of Grace 

Navure, to diſtribute tq his. Children: 

atithis, and the = 


W 
ls the he Bags, a9 to at ex ond and w 
he wills, he, js, able to-perforn3 hence *tis. ſa 
Jobs I, 16, Of hy Fulneſs we have all received, and 
Gras nee (7 Op Grgce,, Of that Fulneſs. which the Ex 
ature ug 90 65.iſſuing,out to the Hun 
Nature. Chx o Believers tccelve Grace: for 
CPE One ſutable to Grace in Ghrili.3. ſo 
the;Humane Natuze of Chriſt muſt, necds be. ; 
waycs tull of Grace,. by. reaſon, of .its Union wi 
the-Diviqe.;, As the Sun that gives out Light. js als 
vayes fulb of Light, :and- the I chat ſends forth 
aters.otorthe Biyers, is never vacant. This is, 4 
oxious Myltexy, of wondesful. E ment to 
A A a tull full Jelas axe It 


b 
: 


| roo «nl this Union, Lond 
E ES I 


tour... 'Heis them mob 


Taro, Hetng, Bat 
| Ione Shawls, be ſh, 
he mult-be a g HEE: 4 A 


muſt bow at.hi 4 crapliity 
alt the Hoſi.of Heaven, Tas 1 


Ry this the | Lond Jeſus Hath 
fare Pig 4 bighl pad gr x 
hidh above i EVE Tongue rr 
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at laſt, that he is-Lotd; ver. 11. Rev, 1. 17, dad 
when I ſaw him, I fell at his Feet — dia 
very Viſion, of Chriſt is enough to firike. a. 
Creature to the.Earth, Rez. +9, 1, 15; 
four and twenty Elders fell dow 
this glorious Perſon that ſate upon the T: 
which is Jeſus Chriſt, Joh. 5, 23. That al men 
ful bow the Sm, x1 x hy oor te Fate 
So-that God the Son,” the Second 
diatcur of his People, deſerves all that 
Religious Worſhip which is due to,God, payer 
Thrones and Principalities are made by him,..and 
put under him. Col;:1. 16. 17. 

Fourthly, By vertue of this: Union,.. the Lond 
Jeſus Ghriſt hath. abſolute : Authority, 
and Head(bip in his Church, and over all things #0 
the Church ; Matt. 28.215. All Power is given to 
efron Wye 7 


ogs lt hp Bef Treaſurt, Or, 6. 
Mediator: In him are: hid:the” Treafuves .of WIE" 
dom, Col, 2,3 He maketh Wiſe, to Salvation; Her 
giveth" Wiſdom, "Prov, 24:6 6, He nth the Eyts 
of the blind, and giveth Light 4 em that ſit: 
Darkneſs, atd in the Regionand ſhadow of Dea 
Math, 4. 16; Luke 2. 325 Minifters.can barrel 
to' the Ear, but Chritt:cam preach to- the Heart; 
Miniſters can'. but' open the Seriptpres, Chriſt can 
"open the Heart : He is 4 full and effeQual Head: 
to his Body, the: Church, ko guide, influence and 
adorn it, Coh'z, 18. 

As a Prickt:And-ſo there's ar infinite Sufcienky! 
in his Satisfaction and Interceſſion,(cting his God? 
Man 5 In his Satisfaction enough to! filence all Pleas: 
againſt his .Pcople; -He can arrelt all the Sentences 
and Executions -of the Law agaipſt them.” ' As an 
High-pricſt; he._is a ſufficient Sacrifice for the Sins 
of the People * He was 'miade Sin for | us; that "we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in bim, 2-Cor. 
5-2 x, By the: Obedience of Chrift all Believers are 
made -Righteous,' Rom;$5« 19, 'The Obedience "of 
the Saints ; is- repreſented}: .compleat | in 'Chrift;; 
though imperfe& in themſelves; Hence - Believers” 
that are wounded with the ſharttie(s'of their Setvi-" 
ces in thermſttves,: may -lift/up their Heads, when 
they-look-tpon the perfect 'Righteouſnels: of the) 
Lord Jeſus Ghtiſt, © Hence, 1-Fob:'2,'1; 2: Rf, 
_ Sen, we: have an Advocate with ot ky 

us Chrift the Larne i Anhbe 3s the propiriarion” 
for our wy ny bile! Yaiiits: ar arche 
comes a emi | 
Chriſt ever appears befoxe God} CESS 
cations appear in his Pcople :*Byio per-" 
Feiled for ever them that are. fd ig 


"Heb." =; vi | 
By 


By vertue of this Union, his Blood' becomes infi- 
nite Blood, equally-as Jarge as the Offence”: "Nay, 


ir is mote able taſave, than ghe Sins of Belibvers'to; 
damn :' It is * rhe Blood of | Chyift;ebar cleanſer Frome 
Obedience is 


all 8in, 1 Johi.-4: 9; Therefore, his Obedicr 

2 perfet Obedietice,/'land” his* Sufferings perfed 
Suffefings :- of more fatisfaQion to Divine 'Ttaſtici 
than "i all the' Sinners ih the World had hain'in 
Hell to all Eternity: This Blood is ſo-wohdearfitly 
precious, :that it 'is-accounted” by the Farher*as the 
Blood of God, As 20. 29;'It Infinite can' fatis- 
fe Infmite, then, the Father” is farisfied by; the 
Blood of.Chriſt; becauſe 'whatever the 'Jultice of 
God can expett, the Obedience of Chrilt can fu 
ly fatisfie;* This Righteouſheſs: to ' Juſtification, 
the perfect Obedienceand Sufferings ot *Chrift, re- 
ceives no Addition "or: Dirninutjon by the*Qbedi- 
ence, or Diſbbedience of his Peopte,, Eph; 1.6; "He 
hath made us abtepte in the Belmed.* Abt Aitle'do' 
Souls know the Bottom they ſtand ow {t is not 
( poor. Believer J''the ſhortnefs of thy Obedience, 
the multicude- ang greatneſs of thy Sins; canout- 
match this marthlets Righteonſneſs of :Cheift:;” All 
the Injuri's and W: 


Chriſt is the Satisfaction! of Cod ; (iris the Saticfh- 


(tion: of God. the Soh, preſented! to'God "Fa. y 
h 


ther : .Owhaty bleſſed fareire Brlieversim, 
there.is\fach-4 price'paill for their Sins, © 4 


Again, By verthe of this. Unign, There's Suffi- 
en? « Of Fade Chit” Hr aft 


mrpapernt—ion ththe wit moft-all that-conte to 
God by fteing be*ever "liver 10 makg Int | 
Heb. 7. 24, 25, * How much more ſhall the Blood 


Chriff, 
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thott haſt done is bot the” 


Injury of a Creature but the SatisfaRtion'of Jeſas> 
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» who, through the Eternal $ offered 

5 Fs " Py ck pho, ſciences by 
dead mk Blood of Chriſt mers 
torioully purges bh from all filthineſs, bein 
offered through the Eternal Spirit. God will ngt 
deny bimſelf: whatever God the Son men 
for, God the Father will 'grant ; ſo that 
Intcrceffion muſt needs be cffectual. O what pe 
tency hath Chriſt in Heaven! what Pxcvalency in 
all his Addreffes to the Father! NH 25,2608 27, 
Chrift gave bimſelf for bis C 
ſanttifie and cleanſe # 3 and that be ER A 
zo bimſelf a glorious 
Here's a Py of ferrhy wet 
One is, By vertue of this Blood, the Ss ce 
and Go away the Corrnption, and ſubdue oy 
Iniquitics of his People :; this is that cleanſing by 
SanGification : Then there 's a preſenting the Saints 
to the Father, complete in him, xn. {pot ar 
wrinkle : thus the vertne of Chriſt's Interceflion, 
and Righteouſneſs applied by him to the _— 
doth prove fuch a covering, for all YN Behrens 
it hides every (pot-from God's Judicial a, Fs 
the Lord is ſaid -to behold no-Iniquity'in them, 
i.e. fo as to; be angry with them 3- they - =p 
ſented lovely, and comely- in Chriſt, though 
and deforrned i themſelyes, 

As a : Ando] £ bath doll to ere 

Sager eanke Laws 


of the rp oy 
Pſal. 2. 12, Ki ; the 4 
thority in the ; 
in oxdcr to the Eran on ny riprve: re Lap 2 
om ; 


_——— 
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dom ; Hence *tis fuk ILY (Wu 


;8 

Reign, and Princts dong Tſe: 

fooke and _— by = gt, 

poſing s 

Kings, of yur Lor of, of Lbs Ke 9-10 

ſolute Power over 

muſt bow, and every < IE 

muſt ſubje& to him. z Pſa, 22+. 

dom is the Lordy, iy 

Nations,: He ſhall have 

Sea, and from the (River | 

lag that, dvell in the 
0 is 'eag 5 Hhol Frets. 


00 be ecbe Spit of pry on ane 
al fulfilling, of, or ay Ohcdience-to all 
bk Leys eg Cov = SE 
to the Laws cannot 
Spirit 3 Ne Pe of ki yy 
ja to him, than they ;are 
phy 
When I. ga away, T » 
16. 7. It; jan, Exp 
When 399,99. wh 
will ſend te IH 
_; 


hd 


rit iepou 
ty roſe 
3» 4+ 
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«pon all Fleſh, 8&c. Ih thoſe days, this is, in 
_ dt ſpel, arid dpecially when the Jo 


be "as King, tit ford Jeſus Chriſt hath ſuf 
ficient 'Power NS 
govern and ſubdue his E z 
compleat to enaQ' his oa rae ad and to fulti 
his own'Will ;' for” as God, -nothing, is too har@ 
for hitn'; He takes 1p the Iſles as a very little thi 
Ia. 40:15. It is an cafie thing with him'to blow 
off the Nations, 'and. ſubdue atl the Powers that 
opp him : He that futeth in the Heavens ſhall” 
þ; the Lord ſhall have them in Derifion, Pſal. 2. 44 
He makes nothing of all the Pour of his Ene-- 
mies 3 it is but to look through che' Clouds, and 
trouble their Hoſts, Exod; '14., 24. One Angel 
ſaddenly deſtroy thobfands of rg he hath abſos 
late Power over all Creatures G down all” 
his Encmies, where and -1 belg Z -_ q 
mult "7: till be bath” brow om all ' down 
Heb. 2. $. Thou ſhalt ol with . » Rad of Trot” 
thous ſhalt daſh them. in pieces "Tike 2 'F Veſſe y, 
Pſal. 2. 9. The Saints are* ready to bk | 
they conſider the Potency of their Eneinies ; 3 but” 
it is ue _ fot Chriſt to daſh all the' Powers of” 
the'Wo ieces, hav for a man to break an 
earthen Wop, Ford - efabliſh his, 


Kingdom 'with ct Reg i 
+. for'want of *Abil os Ge No 4 
perfe& the Obedience his Church . > 


that Fe Ries are ſuch Diſorders found among 


only” he” is pleaſed 'to ane. ares 
while, © that he may come nearlt with his ag pole 


purge them: ''So neither men nor Devils can.) 
pluck” 


4 
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plack his Shows out uit; Kot eb to. 3:5 28. 


mies may to 
and buffet them, and CC Coptirage 
People 3 but they cannot remove them out. 
hand.3 he will prove [ rt and Maes Mt 
the Father _—_y en,humn. 
Fifthly, perſonal ion 'of the 

ſus Chriſt les his Mediatorſbip: In the ewo 
tures he takes upon him, and oxyde the 
of Mediator. And this is { | Co crmagh is 
coo ſhort to.give a full | 
Chriſt's Mediatorſhip. H 
obtained a more excellent 


of both Natures me vi 
come a orgs of = 
may ſee, if. we look back ans 


right hand of the Throne. 
and verſ. 2, his humane þ 
the Miniſter of the nts 
ed to offer Gifts: .and | 
both his Natures, he 

a Mediator, betwixt oe x 
Perſon, a dayeriats, he bath a. 


dleneſs of Tige oy 

tor in regat | 

Lord ] i os iy, 
he is tit 'in_ both. þ if God, 
and bed Fy hs tf 30s 


I hon Father are one: of -c Nets Nature, one.W1ll, 
Delight, _—_ one..Deſi, ig and one. Glory, 
AS 
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As man he is of the ſame Natire, Fleſh . 
Blood with fall'n man, ' Heb. 2. tt; 14. 17. 
hath the fame T tions, the ſame Weak 
and Infirmities with them (Sin ex A thathi 
might have a fellow feeling of the Inf | 
Je, and put on Bowels CF Competfons thaths. 
eight b capable of fulfilling all an erg 
for _ and holding Communion 
chem, HÞb.5. 1 | 
WF. , Term Nias is taken ſometimes int 
RE T_Þ ſometimes in a more ftrict fenſs? 
Trim, as it is taken in a large Senſg 
tothe Lord Jeſus Chrift is a Mediator, as he is 
Head, the middle betwetn God and his Crea 
OD the Mediator of Angels as well as men : It 
AS ENITSELES 
= are choſen, are 
ſerved: tor Angels catinot be thought cy 
ſuch a State of licity, and ſuch © A Unicn 
God, but upon'the account of a ſecond perſon 
Col. 1. 20. in the ſixteenth verſe, CR ſaid th 
be the Creator of Angels, and in this 20. v@ 
there's his moms for Angels : By him to F 
concile all things ro himſelf, whether they be things 
Earth or things in Hexven. This is a Mr 
great Difficulty, and hath puzled many I 
ters : * fone conceive it is to recootlly ran and 
gels together, fppolmg the Arigels* were 
ries to fallen man,*but by Jelus'C 
into a State of Amity : bot it te Go 
ſtood here ; for the Parties reconciled, are not (all 
to be men and Angels, but God, "3nd the 
things: how then is this underſtood? Sorne th 
fore conceive, that this Reconciliation is ro beth 
derſtood by way of Proportion and — 
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ver Slat . but t 
that they may not fin 3 mtg as Creatures, at) 
mutable, and as ſabje, in their Nature to' 
on Devils were 3 and jt is by Jeſus Chriſt 1 
preſerved, and in a he Faro of God. 


is nu all thin bo The Heavens da 
ſelves are, or ht into a capacity of 
meernels, for the rſs of Go, God, Saints and An- 
gels, by Jeſus _ : The Arigels 
are calle Elet A , 1 Tom. 5. np t ld And how ? 
but as they are in Chriſt 3 for ary 
þ founded in the Lord. Tefus Chriſt , 

Perſon, as the Head of Ephb. ky _ A 


ing as be bath choſen us in bim ; all thoſe 

that ſhall be made, o koh holy, ave phi tu ke 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Likewiſe the Angels ate call'd 
the Sons of God, Fob 38, 7. When the Morning 
Stars ſang together, 574 alt the Sohs of God ſpauted 
for Joy : Now all. Adoption is in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : If they are reputed as the Sons of 

this Relation muſt needs be in Chriſt, who is the 
onely begotten Son of God : therefore all the An- 
gels muſt needs have d upon Chriſt, as 
Mediator, Eph. 1, 1O. That in the diſpenſation of 
the fulneſs of time, be might gather together 'in one, all 
things in Chrift, both which are in Heaven, and which 
are on Earth, even in bim. Sotne conceive it is maint 
of thoſe Saints that were in Heaven, before Chriſt 
came to ſuffer ; but that; ca6not 'be, it 
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ator, they would never be ſecur'd from: Falling, , 
Secondly, More ſizidtly. Chriſt is called Media» 
tour in reſpe&t to,God, and fallen Man, coming 
betwixt them, as a middle Perſon, to make up the 
Breach, effe& a Peace, and reconcile them together, 
Heb. 9. 15. He is the Mediator of the New Teſta 
ment, Heb, 12. 24. And to Jeſus the Mediator a 
the new Cm IP 14.6. He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life : It is through his ——_ 
Salvation is to be had, As 4.12. He is appoi 
of God the Father to this end, Joh. 3. 16. Rom, 
” 3. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a Propitzation 
for our Sins: to be one that may reconcile. 
Man, and render him propitious and favourabl 
to him, Atis 2,23. 1 Pet. 1.20, Heb, 5. 4. Jobs 
6. 2 4. For him bath God the F ather ſealed : He was 
annointed and furniſhed with all Abilities for this 
end,"I/a. 61.1, 2, And he is the onely iato1 
1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. The onely Surety, Heb. 8. 6; The 
onely Advocate, 1 Joh. 2. 1, 2. 'Tis God the Son, 
the Second Perſon, is the only Mediator 3 *twas he 
that made man, and therefore fitteſt for him to 
re-make him ; It would be 2 great derogation from 
Chrifts Honour ( faith Auſtin ) ſhould another mend 
and reform that ſpoiled work which be made. He 
fitteſt to refiore man to the loſt Image of God, who 
himſelf is the expreſs Image of the Father ; *Tis 
belt meet for him to commend the Love of God to 
man, who himſelf is the Son of the Father's Love: 
He is the onely begotten Son of the Father, and {0 
fit to Adopt others into a fiate-of Sonſhip.: A 
Man alſo, Chriſt hath Right to Redemption-work, 
Lev. 25. 23. As God, he hath Ability ro redeem 


As Man he was capable to ſuffer: As (0dbn OY 
7 ons 
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able to bear up-'the Humane 'Nature » 
ings ay Ts ow bear thi of 
Sin 3 As could remove our Sins. and 

fie our Natures : As Man, he could: Sor 
his People v.As:God, hecould help theny _ 
he is capable togender a Satisfations''As God," 
render it infinite: \ As Mats, -he- was able to becotne 
a Sponſdr, -a Surety, to-make a: protmile ir the be- 
half of his Seek And, ax Goth he could make 

t cep things -Gody2 pour out: t 
of Grace: Hehatk all Power ivHeaven and x Spc 
and is able to ſave. to the utrermoſt : - He tabrextate 
his Intereſt;, and ſubjuigate his. Enemies under his 
Feet 3 He fits'at- the: rarted+—dgpn 
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he Office and Work:of this Mediator lies : 


And-it will mth conduce to the Gfory | 


of Chrit:to difphy his Mediatonſhip, _ 
Now wemuli conſider himyith ed Rakion. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath t6-d&ab with: to dit- 
ferent Parties; "where there. is & Breach. . 
1. HisW ork lies"with reſpect to Goth Fe 
-cher.” 


3. His Work lies with reſpe&t toltiter Man. 
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Firſt, His Work lies with reſpe} w God .the 
Father ; And here his: Office lies in- ſeveral parti- 


Fix, Qne great part of the Work: of Chriſt, : 
Mediator, is, to- mediate in the behalf .of 
Mani with the Father, fo as to: ro 
/” , © Reconciliation: Thus a Mettiator:isto- 
""_ the offended, Perſon, - to bring to tei 


# 
. 
. 


18 
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tween him avd poor Sinners. This 

in-the Govenant: between the Father and 1 
as in-I/a.: 42. 6, 7 Þ the Lord' bave called thee in” 
R ighteonſneſs,. and will: bold thy hand; and will keep 
thee, and'give thee for-u'Copmant of the People, for & 


: 


% 
: 


= 
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Light of the Gentiles : To open the blind eyes, to bring” 
owt the Priſotters from the Priſon. Here's the reſult 
of Chriſts Mediation in the behalf of fall'n Sinners :/ 
He doth treat with the Father, that he would be 
pleaſed to ſhew pity to, falPn man,z and the Fa- 
ther returns this Anſwer, That he will confent to 
the terms of Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſaving'ef Sinners; 
that he ſhall be a — for the People, and 
give out Salvation to. periſhing, Sinners * S9, 
49+'5.,to the 10 ver[, The Perſons for'w 
Lord,_Jeſus Chriſt mediates, are Jewsand Gent 

and under theſe are compriſed all the Elec of Gods 
And .the:Eather treats, and concludes with-Chriſt, 
about. the ſaving of: theſe two Parties : Tr wn: at- 
ceptable time. ( ſaith he ) have TI beard. rhee, ' and 
ill give \thee for a Coveniant of the People: All the 
Elect of God, both among the Jews and Gentiles, 
ſhall be called and faved by this Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, But 


the Unſearchable Rithes of Chriſt, 67 

'Buce what are the terms upon which the Father 
conſents to the Mcdiatiori of Chriſt, that therethall 
be Peace for all that come to him ? 

Firlt, One thing concluded upon between he 
Father and the Son, is, That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
fhall make up the Breach of the -firſt Covenant ; 
There's a Righteous Covenant of God broken, by 
the Sin of Adam, and upon the breach of this Co- 
venant, God is bound, in Juſtice, to lay Death ypon 
Adam, Condemnation pon all fall'n Mankind. 
Now, that this Blefling may -be-procured, which 
Chriſt mediates for, the Sentence of Death is to be 
reverſed 3 and this cannot be till the Puhiſhmenc 
of the broken» Covenant be borne. Now the Lox 
Jeſus Chriſt voluntarily undertakes to do this, 
Heb. 10, 7. Then'ſaid I, Lo, I came. All other ways 
were ineffectual to make ſatisfaRtion to the Juſtite 
of God for Adam's Sin. Now, when no way could 
make up this Breach, then Chriſt comes, and cbn- 
ſents to pay the price himſelf, to be a Sacrifice for 
Sinners 3 Lo, I come to do thy Will. What 'is the 
Will of God ?- Why, that Mercy and 'Juſtice be 
reconciled. Jultice- was all for Puniſhment 3 - Ju» 
ttice would not be ſatisficd cill the Penalty was ex- 
ecutcd : Now Chiiſt muſt come in the Sinners 
room, and undergo: the Penalty : of; this broken, 
Covenant. Sayes God, In the day thor breakeft this 
Covenant thou ſhalt dyes therefore Chriſt mutt come 
and dyc. This is one of the terms 3 lt che Lotd 
Jelus Chrilt will be;a Subftitute /in the room of 
the Offender, and undergo the Puniſhment, - din 
he will take off the Condemnation, -Rom. . 3. For 
Sin condemned Sin inthe Fleſh, that is, in the Flaſh 
of Chiſt, Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied. The 'Law 
F 2 could 
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could: not do this: God ſends his Son, andhe 
muſt undergo the curſe, Gal. 3. 13. And this the” 
Lord Jeſus Chritt did conſent unto. .q 
Secondly, Another thing required is, That the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould obey the Precepts of thi 
Covenant perfealy, in his own Perſon, in the bs 
half of all his Seed ; That God 'might have nb 
Quarrel with theChildren of the Covenant, Cluiſt 
'muſt dye to make up the former Breach of this Co- 
venant : He muſt obey, to fulfilti th: End of the 
Covenant ; he was not only to undergo Suffe 
ings, but he was to complete all a&ive Rightcoup 
neſs : and this the Lord Jeſus Chriſt confented t6, 
Hence he faith, It beboveth us to fulfil all a ” - 
neſs, Mat: 3. 15. God ſent forth his Son, made of 
Woman, made under the Law, Gal. 4. 4. The Low 
Jeſus Chrilt, as Mediator, becomes obliged tothe 
preceptive Law of God.and mult in his own Perſan 
tulfilall the parts of this Law, and muſt work outy 


perfect Holineſs and Obedience, that the firſt Cow 
nant might be fulhlled, if Salvation be obtained, 
Thirdly, Another _—_— the Father at 


Jeſus Chrift agree upon, about this Work of R& 
conciliation, is, That the firlt Covenant, to all 
demands, being fulfilled, and there being nothing 
now to lay in againſt the Believer from this Cove 
nant 3 that Salvation may be ſure, he concludes& 
make a new Covenant; which, that it may tt 
faultleſs, Jelus Chriſt ſhould now become 
the Surcty of another, and better Covenar 
The firſt Covenant ' God found - fault - wit 
and therefore he thinks upon a fecon 
that may be: cffeQtual to all the ends -of '$ 
vation-grace, Heb. 8. 7, 8. For if that firſt Col 
nl } 
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nant bad been fawltleſs, then ſhould no place have been 
ſought for the ſecond : for, finding fault with them, be 
ſaith, Bebold, the dayes come, when TI will make a new 
Covenant with the Houſe of Iſrael and Judab. : As it - 
the Lord ſhould ſay to his Son, The hrſt Covenant 
will never anſwer thy Propoſals, to fave fallen Man, 
and that thy Seed may be bleſſed, therefore there 
ſhall be a new [Covenant drawn, that ſhall be-cf- 
fetual to the ends of Salvation ; and thou ſhalt 
be the Head and Mediator of this Covenant ; this 
was the agreement between the Father and the Son. 
Now Jeſus Chriſt becomes the Angel of this Co- 
nant : God agrees with Jeſus Chriſt for fallen man: 
= Chriſt covenants with the Father, in the be- 
alf of all his Sced, that he will bring them to 
Life : He promiſes to work in them and for them 
all that is- required to Salvation, and that they 
ſhall be ſaved to the uttermoſt, Heb. 7. 22, 25. 
By ſo much was Jeſus made a Surety of a better 
Teltament : wherefore he is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt, Thus he becomes an: Engager to the 
Father in the bchalf of all Believers. O Friends ! 
this is a glorious Myſtery 3 I fear too few are ine 
lighted in the glorious Work of the Mediatorſhip 
ot Chriſt. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt becomes a Sure- 
ty, not only to pay: the Debt, but to perform the 
Condition, A Surety, or a Sponſor, is one that 
promiſes and undertakes in the behalf of another, 
to ful} what he was bound to do, Thus the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath performed this hrit Office of a 
Mediator, by drawing up an Agreement between 
od and fallen Man, by bringing the Father to 

terms of Reconciliation. 
Secondly, The terms heing thus concluded up- 
i on 
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on, the ſecond part of this niediatory work of 
Chriſt is, that he actually ſet about this Obedience 
and Suffering, and make good the Agreement be» 
. tween the Father and himſelf; and this he did in 
the fulneſs of time; he comes and actually accom 
pliſhes all his Promiſes to the Father, m '/point of 
Merit and SatisfaQtion. There arc two great 
things Jeſus Chriſt is to do, in order to the fulfi 
ling of this Promiſe to the Father, in behalf cf his 
Seed : Firſt, meritoriouſly procuring the things 
tor them and Secondly, efficaciouily applyi 
what he procures, Heb. 9. 15. And for this c 
he is the Mediator of the new Teſtament, that -by means 
of Death, for the Redemption of the Tranſgreſſions thi 
were under the firſt-Covenant, they which are called 
might recerve the pI> of cternal Inheritance. 1 he 
could bc no Redemption of them that were bound 
an caſt by the Statute of the firſt Covenant, bat 
ChrittsSufferings 3 therefore Chriit did actually 
down his Lifea Ranſom for all his Seed. 1 Pet. 3. 18, 
For Gbriſt alſs bath once ſuffered for Sins the jujt for the 
unjuit, that he might bring #s unto God, 2 Cor, 5.21, 
He bath made him to be Sin for us: By way ot Sti- 
pulation and Agreement, he was made a Sin-offer- 
irg, he did actually undergo all thoſe Sufferings 
while he was on Earth, which was a full ſuffici- 
ent, equal, juſt, valuable, and proportionable 39 
tistaction to divine Juſtice, all that it could de 
mand, in fero judicii, Jattice hath nothing more 
to charge z the Extremity and Rigour of the Law 
was fultillled 3 and whatever the Believer ſhould 
have ſuſkcred in his own perſon, was all born by 
Chriſt. 1 Tim, 2. 6, Who gave himſelf a Ranſom. 
&/T:AT3W , AS Gomarnus oblerves, tgnifics an cquz 
price 
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price of Redangdon, an Eye for Poway aloe 
ooth, caput capite redimo, laith Arift. 
or a on apite by 


Chriſt, that God-de- 


the Concluliqn''was made between the 
the Son, did the Lord let his Priſoner 
ive the purchaſed Poſſeſſion to the Seed 

ore ever Chriſt did fully pay the Debt: as i 
as to lay, aſſoan as ever the Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave 
Bond for the payment of this Debt, the Father 
gives.out the Fruit of it, and ( all the Saints that 
were ſaved before Chritt came, were faved by Vir- 
tue of this Promiſe of Chrift to the Father, fully , 
to pay the Debt.z and the Spirits of juſt men,were | 
made = wp - > ego came: into; 
the World, the account is compleat Sa- | 
tistaQtion Re to be made. 

Again, A Proclamation is ſent out from Heaven, 
upon the Death and ReſurreQion of Chriſt, that 
now Peace is made for fallen man, upon the terms 
of Sinners coming to and receiving ot the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt : now God would never have ſent 


torth this Proclamation from Heagen, had not the 
Satisfaction Chriſt made, been compleat and full. 
Matt. 11. 28, Come unto me, — be, 
let your Burdens be never ſo great, -your Weary- 
neſs never ſo much, your Dangers never ſo many, - 
come unto me, - and I will give you rcſt; thus he 


F 4 pro- 


proclaims in the igreat Feaſt Fob: 44-2. If any 


man thirſt, let hint come unto me-and drink, 
what he will, here's enough to ſattate' his Soul, 
if he comes; here's Redemption procur'd.: And 
upon this, by the joynt Agreement of | the Fathet | 
and. Son, a Commiſſion is given to a certain nums * 
ber of men, to preach the Goſpel and tender Res 
conciliation to loſt ' Sinners, Luke 47. And 
that. Repent ance and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preach- | 
e4 iti bis Name among all Nations, Mark. 16. 15. 
And be ſaid unto them, go ye into all' the World and 
preach the Goſpel' to every Creatiere. 'O Friends! 
Theſe are- glorious things, if they be but believed. 
Tenders of Life muſt be 'made to all the periſhing 
World, that all may know, that«this was a full 
and ſufficient Ranſom which Chriſt gave, and that 

the Father was compleatly ſatished with it. - 
Again, Upon the Fathers actual Acceptance of 
Chritts Redemption and Mediation, he doth give 
out begun Salvation to Believers, they are admit- 
ted. to. the aftual Enjoyment of this purchaſe; fo 
all Believers upon their Reception of Chriſt, have 
the Spirit of Chriſt given them, which to them is 
begun! Salvation, a Scal of Glory, the firſt fruits 
of Heaven, 2 Cor. 1. 22. Who hath alſo ſealed ws, 
and:given the earneſt of the Spirit in our Hearts, Now 
{ecing the Father, upon the receiving of this Pay- 
ment”'made by Chrift, delivers out Grace, and - 
therein the Begignings of Glory, to all that ſaving- 
ly cloſe with Chriit, therefore this price paid by 

Jeſus Chritt, mutt needs be compleat and full 

That's the (ccond thing that this Mediator doth, 
he doth. aftually pay down the price- the Father 
demands, and this becomes a full Satisfaction to 
divine 
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divine Juſtice, for every Soul that doth 
cloſe with Jeſus Chrift. 


Thirdly, Another thing the Lord Jeſus Ctvit 
doth as Mediator, is this: ' By his ſhed blood, "he 


one of thoſe Terms agrecd upon, between the Fa- 
ther and the Son 3 that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be the 
Surety of another and better Covenant: and here 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Rands atually bound for the 
Preſervation of all the Saints to Glory, O if Souls 
had this ' Truth let into their Hearts, it 
wonderfully prevent many ſtumbling Blocks by rea- 
ſon of their Unbelief: he ſtands bound to the Fa- 
ther, as a Sponſor or Surety, in the Behalf of Be- 
lievers, that he will work all in them, and for 
them, that tends to the Salvation of their Souls : 
for in this new Covenant, God doth not deal with 
man, but by a Surety 3 mans fingle Bond will ne- 
ver paſs more in the Court of Heaven 3 no, it was 
broken in Adam's Fall, and God made no more 
Covenant with man upon theſe Terms : there muſt 
be a Surety 3 hence he is (aid to be the Surety of a 
better Tettament, Heb. 7. 22. So that that which 
is to be irs by Believers, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt undertakes to do, Rom. 8. 4. That the 
Righteouſneſs of the _ might be din w: 
That is, that Ri "which the Law re- 
a even a ” Conformity to the will of 
_—_—- be =_ found in Chriſt our Head, 
for us way of Imputation and Ap- 
oo Pakth, by vertue of the Union 
be- 


je 


plication through 
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between Chriſt and his Members, all the Ri 
oufneſs and Obedience, which was w in 
Chriſt's owre perſon; as theux Head, Redeemer, 
and Mediator of this: new Covenant, is imput 
to themas their Qbedience and Ri ls, _ 
accepted of God the Father, as if it were done by 
them,z and ſo it is fulfilled in Believers : fo that 
the, Lord Jeſus Chriſt Rands engaged to the Fa 
ther, for the Qbedience of all his Seed, that .it 
ſhall be wrought in them, and for them, in Truth, 
and Sincerity. . Aud .he begins to: place this in» 
ward Conformity to God, in the Soul, when he 
doth new create it in the Image of God z there 
is ſomething, in every part and Faculty. of the be» 


lieving, Soul, that correſponds and anſwers tc the 
Holineſs of God, though but jn Part and Degrees, 
in; their Underſtandings, ſomething of the true 
Light of God: in thei Wills ſomething of real 
Conformity to the Will of God : a roneus Soul 


would be holy as God is holy. Q ſays the poog 
Believer, I cannot evidence that Holineſs 1 ſhould, 
but, God- knows, I would be holy,. I would caſt 
off every Sin, I would perform every Duty in 4 
right manner: ſq in the Aﬀedtions, there is the 
Seed of divine Love to God, his Will, and Holjs 
neſs 3 there is ſincere Love, though but 'in part, 
and impertect ; but ſ{ccing this Holineſs begun in 
the Saints in Truth, is but in part, and full of 
Spots 3 Chrifbcomes, in the next place,and preſcnts 
his ſpotleſs Obedience in the Behalf of Believers, 
and by Vertue of this myfiical Union between Be- 
lievers and Chriſt, . this Holineſs of Chiiſt is the 
Holineſs of Believers, and-God accepts of it as theiy 
Holineſs : O if Sculs djd but ſee more into thy 

they 
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they would not. take up” all their anding-upon 
cheir own Legs, and ſce their Happineſs or Milery 
lye in their compleat or. incompleat 

but they would fce all Holineſs lye in Chrift: 
hence you'ſee the meaning of that Scripture, Row, 
5. 19. By the Obedience of one, many are made righte- 
#7. God looks upon fincere Souls as — in 
Chriſt, that ſofar as Chriſt is holy, are holy 
in him for all the Obedience and Holineſs of 
Chriſt as Mediator, is the Obedience and Holineſs 
of his People 3 for what he did was not for him- 
{E,- but for his people. And thus much of the 
hrſt, /how this Mediator deals with God the Father 
for fallen man. 

Secondly, The Lord Jeſus Chrift as Mediator, 
deals with men the other party too. Now this he 
doth. 

« Firſt, As an Interceder to Sinners in the Behalf 
of God the Father, he comes and treats with men, 
by virtue of his Mediatorſhip, to draw and per- 
{wade them to Terms of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. 
5. 18. All things are of God, . who bath reconciled us 
to bimſelf by Feſus Chriſt, and hath given us the Mini- 
try of Reconciliation. The Lord Jcſus Chrilt comes 
as the Meſſenger of the Lord, and delivers over 
Counſel, -and tenders God the Father to Sinners : 
this he doth in his perſon : verſ. 19. God in Chriſt 
reconciling the World to bimſclf > By his Miniſtry, 
in opening the Goſpel to Sinners, m—_— thoſe 
great TranſaQtions between the Father and him- 
ſelf, and the great willingneſs of God to be re- 
conciled, and inviting loſt Souls to himſelf. verf. 

20. We pray you in Chriſt's flead be you reconciled to 

God, You tee the Errand of the Goſpel to- you, 
(Souls) 
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(Souls) and the Buſineſs. of Chriſt in every Scr- 
mon, it is to bring you to a willingneſs to accept 
of the Terms of Reconciliation, to come over to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt, that you may be faved. 

Secondly, By giving, out the holy Ghoſt, by 
which Sinners are effectually called, and adopted 
into the Sonſhip of God 3 this is neceſſary in order 
to the Application of what the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath done in his own perſon, whillt on Earth : he 
promiſed when he lett the World, to ſend the Spi- 
rit in his Room, ſecing it is of neceſſity, he muli 
go away. and take poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of 
Glory: for his people, and muſt” go. within the 
Veil, as the great High-prieſt; therefore that this 
Work might go on in his Abſence, the comforter 
mult come, 7o. 16. 7. If I depart I will ſend him 
wito you. And what (hall he do? He will reprove 
the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and Jndgmeyt, 
verſ. 8. He will guide you into all Truth, verl. 13. 
So that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſends the Spirit in 
the Goſpel, to make all the Adminiſtrations of it 
effeftual, to ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. All that Miri» 
ſters can do, cannot remove the thick Veil, that is, 
upon the Minds of Sinners, we cannot give eyes to 
ſee, nor Elrs to hear, it is the work of the Spirit, 
it muſt be an Almighty power, mult open this two 
leafed gate, and let in Jeſus Chriſt into the Heart 3 
it mult be by the Almighty. Power, and Energy 
of the Spirit, that the work becomes ſucceſsful ro 
any Soul,we find it fo. How many precious Sermons 
are caſt away upon flinty Hearts, they will not bow 
nor turn till the Spirit comes therefore the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt in the exerciſe of his Mcdiatorſhip.pours 
out tie Spirit, Gal. 4. 6. That we might recerve the 
Promiſe of the Spirit through Faith. Gal. 3. 14.Or the 
promis 
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promiſed Spirit through the Word of Faith; for 
Faith cannot be had till the Spirit be had +» Faith 
comes by hearing ; How' received ye the Spiris, 
the Works of the Law, or by the hearing of Faith ? 
Gal. 3. 2. There's no ſuch 'Commilhon given at 
all to the 'Law, to give” out the Spirit;' it. s by 
the hearing of Faith. by the opening this Box bfpze- 
cious Qirtment:this bleſſed favour comes to Sinners: 
till that be doneno Converfion-work cati be done 3 
cill the Spirit enters-the Soul, ſefus Chriſt cannoten- 
ter the Soul : the Spitir of Chriſt is the harbinger, 
and goes beforc,and makes way for this bleſſed Mc- 
diator,to'come'into rhe Sinners heart: che Spirit is 
tendred to all, but the Lord gives it towhom he 
pleaſes; for it is as the Wind: that blows, FoizB. 86 
# the way of the Spirit : thus the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
gives the Spirit to all that come'to him and! by 
this he cafries on his Mediatory work, +. © 
Thirdly, Another thing” Jctus Chritt:-dqthwith 
reſpe& to men,. in the exercite of his Mediatonſhip 3/ 
He applies ' his Redemption-work to; all; thoſe 
that do' believe in' him,” he makes over himltlf, 
and all that is his, by a free- Donation, torall:that 
receive him, Rev. 3. 20 If any man ipear'the 
door, 'T -will . come into'' bim, and will-:fupi\with 
him : The great work is/ to get open this bolted 
door of the Heart to Jeſus: Chrifi, and when' the 
* door ſtands open, and the Sinner conſents totake 
Chriſtand cfteeming it 4 good Bargain to havehim, 
" upon the moſt coltly Terms; then he:makesover 
himſelf to the Soul, 7 will frep with hine; I: will 
impart my Spiritual refreſhings to him, 1 will give 
my ſelf to him, he ſhall feed upon my Fleſh -and 
Blood : we have an Overture made, Rev. 7 - 
w 
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I will give to him th4t is a thirſt of the Fountain of the 
IW ater of Life freely, So Rev.22.17. When once God 
hath brought the Sinner to a thirſt for Chriſt, to a 
ſenſe of his Miſery without Chriſt, that he cannor 
live without him;when the Sinner is perſuaded to be> . 
lieve in him, and give up himſelt to him z, then the 
_—— gives out himſelf, his Spirit, theſe Wa- 
ters of Life, the Waters of Regeneration 3 then he 
puts the Believing Soul into the poſſeſhon of Lite 
and Righteouſneſs, of Grace, and. an_ earneſt of 
Glory. He gives to ſurb, a Right and Title to all 
that is his, Fob. 1.12. He gives out to them the 
fruit of his Sweat and Bleeding, the fruit of his 
+ Groans and Dying, as they are capable to reccive. 
He dicd that they might have Lite, and have it 
more abundantly : He was made Sin for then, that 
they might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. And now he is performing this, 
andftrips the poor Sojul- of his filthy Garments, and 
takes away the filth of Original and Actual Sin, 
and comes: and cloaths the Soul with Rightcouſ- 
neſs, and puts his fair Ornameng#upon it, and 
makes it as'a fair Jewel in the Gght-of-Gad 3 and 
when the Soul hath' beſpotted his own, Garments, 
Chriſt cornes and cloaths him with pure-Rayment: 
So that here's alwayes Wark for Chriſt to do for 
his People, whilſt on' Earth, to apply the fruits of 
his®wnchale. , 112 5) ; 
Fourthly, The Lord Jeſus Chrift, in purſiing 
his | Mediaturly Work, doth take upon 'him the 
Work of an Interceſſor in'Heaven, and Advocates 
in the behalf of all his People 3 He hath done all 
that was necdfal for him to do on Earth, and now 
-he. us entred into the Heavens, and fate down pt 
the 
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In fot the Saints, Heb, 73/25, 27, That is 

his Work now in; Heaven, to — 

his Prieſiſy Office; as is needfub: EDGE a 

a Mccliatos Grand. | 
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Wherein is optorett the glorious Advorateſhip 


of Chriſt, with the at! ; ka Comere 


and CY 


Here ave two parts of hiſs Pricfihodd; 
CE nn 
' ON, I have to and 
proved, That” the 'Eord by his Attive and 
— tified the Law of God, 
and made a full Atonement for the Sins of all Be- 
lievers5 that the underwent 'all that chey'w 
bound co: undergo, ard that in'theit Name,; 
and Stead, for their Sakes, Heb. 7. 22. Gal. 449. 
Roms. 5. 19.' This he'did by his Rive Obeviens, 
and'alfo by his Paſlive, 1ſz.53; 4- tO verſ. 7. Gal. 3. 
13; 14: oh. 1.28; 29. And bythisone 
ot his, hath he perfected then! that 'arce 
for ever, Heb; 101 14, by way. of Metit ; that 
hath no more now to charge on Believers; _— 
of: Puniſhment for their Sins,” ſeemg, CET 


borne it in! his' own Body forthetn'on the "Free. 
By.this he hath obtained Salvation for them : that's 
the firſt part of his Pricſtly Work. - z 


But, 


Bo 1, The Beſs Treaſure. Or, © 
- [Bat, Secondly, Having diſpatch'd: his Expiationy 
*tis needful that-he carry on. his Application of this 
Obedience and Suffering to them ; and this iis dove 
by his interceding in Heaven for then. ' Now, bes 
cauſe ſo much of the Riches of Chriſt lics in this 
part of his Mediatorly Work, and it is of ſuch ins 
finite Concerament, as to the Faith,,Comfort, and 
Ad um of Believers, therefore, I ſhall ſpeak the 
more fully to this Sabje&, and (hall prove, 
, 1. That the Lord Feſus Chrift, God-Man, doth now 
.. fit down at the Right Hand of God, Interceding 
there in Heaven. | 


ier on this Work of 


'2. How the) Lord Chriſt carr 
Interceſſion in Heaven. © 
3. For whom he doth intercede in Heaven. 
- 14+ What he dath;intereede fors:;1 +: T3 
5+ Why the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as. a\Mediator, 
. ries on #bis# ork, of Interceſſion; | 
6. What are the oy ger and A 


- 
o 


vantages that from this Interceſſion 

Chri 4 ; ; Hers 

- . Firſt, Jeſus Chrift doth now fit down at the Right 
Hand of God, and is entred upon the Work of Inter 
ce, . : is 
ſi. OE are-two Arguments to prove this. .. .. 
Firſt, The natuxe-of the Office the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath undertaken now-in Heaven : He hath 
taken on him the Office of an Advocate, on the;be- 
half of his People. 1,F0h.2.1.1f any man fin,we bave as. 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the Righteaush 
Tagdxanrov : This: word is ordinarily- rendred. a 
Comforter, when applied to the Holy-Ghoſt ;- but 
when ſpoken of Chriſt ( as Gomrarts, and othet 
Learned men afhrm ) it is taken-for an Adyacate, 
or 
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hingſelf : Thus. js. Jeſus Chriſt; ſet apait, -anddt& 
puted,by the Facher,ro this Office of Advecate and 
Jaterceſſor, ,Jahy 6.. 27+; Ker him: hath God the'F a+ 
» WH cher ſcaled.; That is, appoiuged, fer apart;'and-con- 
LW firmed to he andHigh-Prieft, P/241 10.4. 
That he; nighs ſatishe for'thie Sins 'of bis People, 
f and ue Gurthe Bepetits'of itfor them. 177-9 511114 
Secondly, Ghrifts' Fidelity.in the -Perfarmance 
of this Work, proves he is:now in Heavcg;rinters 
\ WW ccding, He cannot be content tp have'a Name ard 
no more 3 he. is: faithful, in. things peenigne 
Mev. The Laxdyſcſus <1 2QuaPyicatry on 
this Work of .iatexccding. for his People, biforehs 
took their Nature -upon kin,-and 'camentorthe 
World, I/a. 53: 12+; He bare +beSins.of emgnys and 
made. Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſvrs. Upos his.D&& 
putation . to. this Other, and. by-vertue of-the' Sa 
crifice to be offer'd, he did,'eyer fince the; Fall, me» 
diate for his People, and. put .en Bowels for. them. 
He carried them, all; the. dayts of Old,:Jfas: 63.9. 
whillt. he , was: in Heaven, tyex'fnce Adayy's Fall, 
aſſoon as he -þa$-any ;$49&:onr: Earth cAgiin, 
Chritt was 63ichbul, tg Work of Madiation.and 
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8> .*\ The Biff Treaſwre;Or | 
be fubjeR ro his Fathers VVilL, 66 dEik 'of the Cap | 
the Father gave him to/drink ; Bue he pra ir 
the. corverſion of thoſe-the Father had: 

and prayes for the Salvation of his Th 
19, 20, Like 22. 52. | And this he' doth now 

is in Heaven he carries of this Work there in 
Harnane Nature : SIO ho _- 

there to in the preſence of G to. 9.2 
It is a Meraphooe nei —wk Som Lintasb that 
pears in the Fae of hits Clients :*So Jeſus Chriſt 
is at the Right hand* bf Gol i ber ringens 
by way of Whien Satan! or 

accuſe Believers, there's Chriſt at the Bar, ready t6 
make an{wcr for then, to plead' the Cauſe of his 
Clients, and their Jaftificition : the 
— ule of y ar thay oh. to wry 

po ſhall 2 thing to the the ebarge of 

Ele& ? It is God "at juices that > 
denneth? it is Chviſt that ob Yu backer that 
riſen again, who it even t the right hand of God, 
alſo makgth Interceſſion for us, Rom. $. 33, 34+ 
Heb. 6. 19, 20. Which Hope we have, as an Anchit 
of the Sowt,both ſure and ftedfaſt,and which entreth ini 
that within the veil \, whither the Forevrunner is for 
entre4, even Jeſs, ah 'an High-Prieft for ever." 
an entrance Within the veil, was typitied out 
ven, Glory. As the : Prieſt entred within 
veil, ſo Chriſt, auy eſt,” is now it'Hets 
ven, to' en Deſigns emption-work : m—_— 


to oppole 

cure 4 ond pt alt Debs out is Fs, wo 
Enemies; He ever lives'to'make cs. Ne Heb. 
7. 25s The word figfiifies, to attain ' the” Mark, 
as atv Archer doth; or h& that throws Dui 


n FEET TSS EESDSCSOn TAR 5 020 2 FOCI TNT OT _ S 


the Mark, {0 the Lovd Jeſus ChiiFinttrcedles © 35 
to prevail, 

Bern; bw Ch uibedie he Hog 
* Anf. 1. Negatively, Jeſhs Chriſi-doth not inters 
cede in Heaven, Fi ly, As if his Inteiceſfibes + 
were no more but t vette of his Mictit,as 'YMPs 
Blood is faid to oak, Heb. 1 2:24; But 
as one that takes him the Cauſe” of his fins 
ning, fuffering4 
Secondly, he -doth not wtercede Chintatidis 
by way of Contteficand Kindnefs; which he 
do or leave undone, -ss he pleaſeth'3/ bur officially 
by way of Office and Truſt corhufieted tohim, fo 
ſo he is our' Advocate, 1 Fob. 2, 1, 7 © 
Thirdly, Neither doth he wi Preearis,” ini 
ſuch an humble' manner and of Gp 
of bowing the Knee, and ſi 
Cries and Tears; | wee Saints dot nt 
did whilſt on Earth for this Winconfitent with 
that State of and Glory, he'is in at the 
oft hand of God, Heb; 1. 3: But Adtberit 
by way of Right and Power, as one that 
depoſited a ſuicient Price, won LE hip his 
Captives, as one-that hath made # Purchaſe, and 
now the thing purchaſed; as one that hath 
deſerved what he moves for, and hath Power, a5 
God, to beſtow: | 


ESecotidly; Afvibively, abd ©; 57 + 5, 
Firſt Chilf's Jytevcdon "hr Hd 5s, by ls - 
MA 213 So, 
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preſenting his perſ6n, God 
_ 5, Heb. y. 2 
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28. 9. to vs for Memoria belr als, 
or xlent pe nch ey, ( 
@Syal upon 493 LOVe3 oY \ 
G@ Chriſt's interceding,, Tn £9 ht 


balf of his Pcople; as their Advocate 3 To 
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may be callea. hi ho coin. TTY | 
| Secondly, By preſenting his, af and Sufs, 


{crivgs before the-Eather-on theix behalf, /that they 
wight have 1 he Benefit of it, and that God W 


Sead, b, a» Iy.2« A. type of this. we ri 
in the -hJehocks *; bringing the blood of theSacr 
fice within the. Veil,; and {prjgklingit on the Mer-- 
o Seat: Jer 36-486 $9.42 Firſt! 6 0 

n-offering, n.;br im | 
fore the Loxd within, the Te wor which. big, 


08 was nat. epapleny i nl ſheds Wl 
on Eaxth, x his ve, then enters 
7; wo ro prelevt ibis Blood My 
Thirdly; By deglaring his Willingneſs that kg 
Pcople ſhould have  Aeeheing hip SAR | Salvation. 
* which they. need, i and; that Ho 5 tor them. 


of. 17: 2+ Father, 1 will that thoſe whon; tþoy. 
alt given me, be where T am : 3 Fathay, 1 will that my- 
Children have their due: *tis trues they hav 


Mo but I haye folkd, <b £ fallen Loy 


wh &eh thow-haſ omiſed might be.mat 
= and; Father, I, will that Juſtice be dope 
pF in Heayen :; 7. and I © wh, that: 
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M them Here, act 
A Ne hy | require,” whil 
Chl - py: « ty Ig 
Will,” awd now v7.40 L 
hu” hand ie wn nr 2 
us ou nah 
of Ckirift's Int: rflh coin FRY TY 0 {IE 
Thirdly, Fo Wk doth bh ab tn 
Heaven ? 6 i 
Aifz or' a 
9. 27. "For all** 
20. 'Some' defpori ing 
fay,. alas! Fey is n 
ſo choice a. Mercy *. 
grace-abuſing' wrekt 
art' one that 
lieveſt' on the © 
Advocate in He 


boly F ds 
_ Koa. 
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Tranſgreflors, Iſa. '53. 12, 'S$ 
may ſay, Chritt*s: Thrctceffion © 
holy, but 1 am vile Lo S qo _ 
terceeds in Heaven"for fix 
nit, 1 Joh, 2. 2, 
en for his weak 
k xv abotit with Jr * mities, he ha 
a ſpecial Reſpet'to _— as a tendet Farher h 
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$ Jang ed 
Ts kivown one under the 
of Satan, 2 Cor-1 2.9. Such as are wea 2 
ves, that know not how to ia or Wait 
odin any holy Duty as they z theſe are 
Oerfors.G Chriſt Meads yg to help 6h ſuch 3saxe 
y to be overcome by-T; (mpigtions , Some ub 
mon; Satan bath defired ta bave. you, that be 
you as Wheat, but I have prayed for thee, 1 2-4 : 
wp fail not; Luke 22. 314.33 Poor temp 
Souls, hurryed up and flown, ſometimes aſſaulted 
with blaſphemqus hts, then, poyſoned by 
ugly Temptations, : put upon. this' Sin, and then 
the other Sin, every day the Devil following 
w. Temptations, laying, in, new Batteries 
+” Now ; the Lozd Jeſus Chriſt ſits.at 
| of; od. oe for theſe. 
| | ven for his Gt 
cOp , of . | 
—— ne ave-no Might, 
and. npne to: near for od Fen bg 
Sore Jug there, were upon; the People 
God, anc ly ; for. their Trxauſgretfi ions, 
no Righteou tar jul of their.own to, plcad for them, 
auth at all that could jaſtly intervenc AY 
Wrath and .them.;; Now in this - caſe Chyilt- icps 
in, and he intercedes, and brings Salvation. 
Theſs are the perſgns Chriti intercedes for in Hex 
Vn. 
{,,Fourthly,. What doth the Lord Feſws intercede fs 
in tbe bebalf of bis People ? 
Firſt, One thing he pleads for,is,. for theip Pre 
fervation in the World, and from the Evil of ch 
World, Fob, 17.15. 1 pray not that thou (þ 
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be hope hath Evil i 
them partakers of, 


Evil, of Perſecuri 
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his People 3. an 

deed, 0s I7, 

thy W, ord ig 7. "Py rhe 

Cort, 94 an theſe: Wt 
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It may Deke. Ie TY, 
Grace, but Fu omg - 3, 38 Pay) 


| wet? 0 17.11, Bi, 32,23. 
keep, through thy. own bs on 
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all m ky piano 
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eve tot the ad Br 6: 
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y, The pal Fe Chit iyterced(s fot | 
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Hemet in Tem! ay TzeN Wy 1H be pray- 
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De wi Tempt mY iy every get 2 
Deir Devil wenn | caffiig in wicked; vil 
* that do ma e wor teinlle, p Ning and 
bat pthee Fear but, Fr iſt, A Deviſſhal 
. not F provil 'O, fa I, "What. 5 ao _ 
Faith Toy Fett & his, and 'the ofthe, 
Prot Why, CH {i Fr Heaven | ds tor Belicv-, 
at eel El Faich'ſhal! not A. ſhatl not ſin 
Way nbr fait in* the day of Tenipritigh, He He, 
wilt of ao i go you fo' "y tempted above meaſh ſure, 1 Cor. 
© wHl nd 


6. to eſcapes Bs Huje as, 
RY ny hath* nd vm rad, and' Dart, 
oor ox oag 'fo-fure" hall Betieve S, 5 this, 
the * 0 TOY Yr hr wt north, how to 
rhbugh be hu 
by Pos NR path ting 
leNed: rin k. this, chat yh is a Me: 
Ne 1 Feaven td'pray for thee !'* © > $ 
ei.) JeſasChrilt —_ Heaven for hs | 
Partoti "of "4ll the Yer rope and for the * 
enjoyfieht h his | volir, Fd man fin, we 
hate ah n——— 1B Pet ul of gh. 2. 1, 
Thabs# 2] ny v oy {ot Advo: , 
et&ith 6, That 
th Wt b* in them, 
SAN SARA + me "2nd ' Peagg 
hee, * by*ti\b rr tnerefott, Father, 
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O take not away thy loving ol " 
O, do not be: angry with _ oF tb 
2 wonderful Privile dee is this! nl Gong 
tented that his Father Lore bh PA aps 
ry, and a common; Wl is, ghat, 
Love with gk the hes loved.Chriſt,, as. 

ry ey The td K: vor] " 

Sixthly, Or ug vocals in, 
Heaven ly, Big LE of all the; wants Peo- 


le, Phil, 4.19. A atry iveagrplan 
ry £99 Your, Ae: 
according to the w/ts Ge? \ Jeſus it. 
Obſerve the,groun x F mexitorious. cauſe, of: 
the Supplies of TE Saints Needs, is the Righes, 


Chriſt in Heaven 3,:the Riches of Cori lag 
on, O! when the poor Bclicver goes 
under a ſenſe of this, and the gther 

in Heaven js FOR py hn thera. O, 
I want a ſoft ry Gol. ad: Los 
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that they would" look to Jeſus, ary b Faith ſhe 
him br Mit for J ; 4% 
Seventhly, Another thing Chrift pleads in Hed 
ven for, is, is, the fubdui all the | mn of h 
People : Whateygr is li lk toc to endanger their wi 
, in thelr work [arg ng God, and 
their way to Glory with mp5 pleads i 
it may be removed. 'Are the Snares of the Wot 
like to carry away one ? the Snare of Proſperity, q 
vain Company, like to ruin another ? Doth th 
Fleſh luſt againſt the Spirit, and ready to reduce if 
into Bondage ? Chriſt pleads in Heaven for the 
firuction theſe Lbhaks: z and will, ip his 
time, bring down all the Enemies of his People 
Yea, Gog and Magog, and all the implacable AQ 
verfaries of Sion muſt be ſubdued, becauſe Chriſt 
intercedes for it, and Reigns till he hath put down 
all Enemies under his Feet, 1 Cor. 15. 25. 
Ejghthly, He intercedes for his Peoples Conſt! 
lation 3 He ſeems to be much cqncern'd in 
that his People Þe of good cheer in the World,'f 
16, 33- Br of ood cheer, Pluck up your Pi 
— + T bave overcome the FO fo; 
will not ortl $3 I wi | 
Jakd you in da Sree OB Chr 
takrs' care that his People be not over aden 
frouble;” bat that they. have comfort in due tir 
Ni ny, he Lord Jefus Chtpl 
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L.4 168 wY this, and the other matter : he Falls 
dan exouſly, and his Bones ; ' but Chriſt 
Needs i in Heaven, that this might OVE a MOT» 
tal wound : Father, I will that Uſe wha the haſt 

tven me, be with me where I am, to behold my Glory, 
jo 17. 24. ., All his Glory, that he hath purcha- 

d with his Blood, is for his People. © Ag a Fa- 
ther, it he gets 47 his Chilfren (ball 
fare the better .4-%x it, leave it all to hom | uh 
ſo Chriſt,in Heaven i in Eater F'v 
my Children may ſhare a me in my ng 
may Reign, and fit on Thrones, and be crowned 
with Immorflity with me. Where I am, there all 
my Servant be, 

_ you ſee what Chriſt intercedes for in'Hea- 


""Fifthly, Why doth the Lord Feſus, Chriſt intercede 
in Heaven ? 


Firſt, Becauſc he hath 'undeitaken he gg 


'for his People : He is their Advoca Pome B 


He is an Officer, in Heaven for them, 

dertaken their Caſes 3 ard being bound, he will be be 
faithful : 15 therc, as their. Co and 
his Fidclity lies at. Rake, to make way plain 
to Glory, If £9ms not aftcx, ho Go He be 


their F 
She, ng oh of his, Welt in hg, they 
are very, near to him, they "art his own. Having 
loved bis axph, that were in, the Ain? oÞ..13. 1 
Perſons uſe *to love theix © Vorld loves 
its own; therefore, is Chri % —_— in the 
welfare of his People, becauſe they are his Pxopri- 
” ry, 
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ety 1 They are his Friends, Fob..15. 14,15. Te a 
my F riends, I have. called f F de nd will” 
not a, man concern himſelf about his, Friends? 
There's never a man on Earth, that hath, a Fricnd” 
ſo near his heart, as the Saints are tg the heart of 
Chriſt ; They arc his Brethren 3 He 25 nat aſhamed” 
20 call them Brethren, Heb. 2. 1 i. He 15 r Elder. 
Brother, and they are younger, Breghieo,, and he. 
cannot but. have a tender Fake towar $ thery. . 
How full of Bowels, was Foſeph to Nis Brethien, 
though they had {old him, and injug im >.Y 
how aff-Rionately dig he diſcover hi fafto them, 
he wept, that the Egyptians heard him * Ger. 45 
It is a_ moſt affeting Story, to ſhew whit the 
heart of a Brother is, or ſhould be.  Q, how much 
is Jeſus Chriſt concerned in the welfare of his Pco- 
le! . #14 - 
n Again, He.is their Father 3 He hath the Bowels 
of a Father : He pleads in Heaven, 'at the Right-. 
hand of God, as a Father doth ſpeak for his Chil * 
dren. .O! jf a man had a Child, or foine Childten,, 
condemn'd to dye, how woyld a tender Fathers 
" ſpeak, fox them, and weep for then, that they 
might not dye! with ſuch Bowels doth Jeſus Chiri Y 
plead for his People in Heaven. cf of 
Again, They are his Spouſe, his Loye, his Dove, - 
married to him, Cant. 5. And can a tender aftecti- 
onate Hushand ſhut up his Buwels towards his own 
Fleſh ? So Chriſt, in Heaven, accounts nothing too _ 
dear that might be for the welfare of his People, 
becauſe of their conjugal relation to him? | 
Thigxdly, Becauſe of- the, great Love he bears to 
them, - thexefore will he make Intexcethon for them, 
Ia. 53. 9. In bis Love and pity he redeem:d them. 
Nor 


95. © The Beſt Treafwej Or,” 
ſoor! afflicted with the Affitions of his people bes 
forc he' afſurned the 'harnane Nature upon | 
is he not as much now fith he hath taken our Nas 
cure upqn him, and flands in Heaven' cloathef 
with our Body and Soul?' Heb, 5. 2, Chriſt carrie 
rio Weakneſſes to Heaven with him, he hath ris 
kind” of Wants, Pains,” nor Sorrows, but he is 
compaſſed with Infirmities, that is, a Senſe of the 
Weaknefſes, and Remembrance of the Aﬀictions 
and” Jnfrmities, whilſt he was here: ' He knows 
the Heart of a Stranger, he knows what it is to be 
under the Wrath 'of God, therefore ' carnot but 
have a fellow-fecling of the Infirmitics of his Peo- 
ple. No tender Mothercani be more affeted with 
the pain of a little fucking Child, with 'the Feat 
of loſing it, than Chrift is with the caſt of his pets 
ple, therefore he pleads for them. 23." 
Fifthly, Jeſus Chrift'cannot chuſe but ſpeak for 
his People in Heaven, becauſe he hath' ſed 
them, he hath bought them, and-paid for them: 
he thought it fit to lay down a very great price 
for every believing Soul, 1 Cor. '6. 19," Tow ave 
bonght with a price. He was willing to have his 
Heart opciied, and his Side opened, "that he might 
let our his Blood for thern's ahd ſurely he cannot 
but be willing to interctde for them, whewhe was 
willing to dye, and bear divine Wrath for thein? 
he hich bought Orate"and” Glory for them, ' and 
he miiſt needs ſpeak, ' that” they might have what 
he hath paid'for. It is true, if God''Mould -dedl 
upon ' the account of Creature-deſervings, they 
would foon be totally deſtitute : but though uns 
worthy in verge 7 Chriſt pleads his Worthy» 


neſs : Father, I will, that thou give out this - 
the 
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the other Mctcy'to thein, T have d Ty « 
them: it is trqe,” they htve the Gol 
and finn'd away the Light of "thy Couniteriance 3 
but I will that thou ſpeak comfortably to 
for my ſake; for I have always obey'd thee, and 
dohe thy Will. © 

Sixthly,, Becauſe, of his Promiſe to therh, he 
hath promiſed he will not leave then, Fo, 14, 18, 
I'g0 away, «dy htift, but T will hot feave you; I 
goto Heaven bur it is for you.; T carry your Names 
on my Heart, that I might, think upon you, 
I am in Glor wins he how Lene EY 
aſſaults you Com , then I look up 
dere by 9 Rt i fot names 1p 


ruptertkgy Ford Heb. 1, 17. and 
lievers'may RE bl with | bs Prorfiſe and Faich: 
fulneſs, and this obliges Chrlft to do all-he 


for them. 

Seventhly, Becauſe of the grea He hes 
have of his ' pleading for am; z He & 
would bc undone if he did not oi ” 
Satan would lay in his Accufations, he is the,, 
cuſer, and what ways he hath to accuſe the 
before God, we know not: be extied fob, 
doubtleſs he. is ever and arid layin 
Charges againſt ' the people 'of God: thckefore 
Chritt pleads for then : he ſecs.they want Grace 
and want Strength, therefore he cannot be fikent : 
he ſaw Peter had'need of Support, Lake 22. 3132. 


Fi 
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therefore he prored Mp On : Chriſt ſees they land 
in_nced of Pr Conlolations 
code Priviledges, y.m-Faauy way he leads in Heaven * 


Sixthly, What are the C and Shen 
that flow from the Interceſſi EL Chrift to betas 
ing Souls ? 

There's Cauſe of wonderful Joy and Conſclai 
on to Believers, when they cafi, their believi 
Looks towards Heaven, to fcc. their Advocly 


Firſt, In regard of the Exotepg of this Intery 
ceſſor ; O! , what a glorious, mighty, and potent 
Friend, have Believers to plcad for z he is 
racan perſon, he is the Son Cod, the —_ 
Image of bis Fathers Perſon, 1. 3. He is, one 
that made the World, and upholdeth the World, 
and after he had ſuffered for Sin, he is gone .to 
Glory, and takes his.Scat at:the right hand of. the 


» On doth not. by as a 
bo gre lits mL the Thie Lag Agrees 
and ſpeak as a Fajend wa che; O what 3 


glorious and tranſcendent perſon is he! jt is 
an. Angel, it is not a Sat Hi wh labs Fe- 
hovah, Febovab Chriſt. O we Seema ol 


| Meditation, comes to reflect ly Fog ; 
in Heaven, how he is honoure ty 
way Creature, it will wail FInn 


his Languilhing Spirir. 

"Secondly, Conlider the WET One of; Fe) 
Intercelſion, aod it cannot but yield. much Com 
fort,. the Father beareth him always, Job. 11. 4% 
The Father and he are. one, of one Nature, ;one 
Glory, one Will; What the Son wills the. F e Fuchs 

wills, 
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wills ;- and Jeſus Chrift'is the Executor of hisown 
Will, and hath alt Power'in his hands to'give our, 
and perform what he pleads for : What would" 
thou have, Soul ? Lord, fayes the Soul, T'would 
have more 'Grace, be "more holy, have ſtrength 
inſt this, ' and the other Temptation: -I am 
aid } ſhall periſh under theſe Blaſphemous 
Thoughts. 'Oh, the horrible injections of Satan ! 
Lord, ſupport me. Why,/( ayes Chiift') Fear nor, 
Soul, In me is Cyng firength, thou ſhalt have 
it in my time, and-according to my nita{bre, 
Thirdly, Conſider. the extent of Chrifts Inter- 
ceſſion, and that will contribute wonderful Joy 
to Believers : His Favour is not narrowed up to 
one or two Favourites, but for all his Saints : 4 
that come to God by bim, Heb, 7.'25, All that be- 
lieve in him, Joh. 17. 20. Chriſt excepts' none : 
In this he oat-goes the Aﬀedtions of all Creatures, 
It.is rare for the largeſt Aﬀetions of Men, not to 
run within ſome narrow-limits ; but Jefus Chrift 
hath an equal reſpe& for all his Seed. And then he 
intercedes for them in all their Matters, 1/a. 63.9: 
In all their Afeidtions he js afflited : There is no part 
of their Trouble but he- 1s concern'd im it : 
Chriſt-is an Advocate in Heaven, he is engag'd to 
attend «the Concerns 'of his People;-tho rh 
ſhoul# negle@ him, T/z.-57.18. He is privy to 
their Matters : How ſhould this revive the Beliey- 
ing Soul? It is' the aſual' complaint bf Sduls,” O, 
I fear Chriſt: will not - mtercede' for meyF amr fo 
Camal, ſo full of Deceit; Hypoerifie an Back- 
flidings. It is true,” He takes: pleaſyit* ir) the Pro- 
{perity of his People; "but, ear, I am'none of his. 
They chat - ppay - and Fa a =: 


o8 -.... The Beſt Treaſure, Or 


but 1-cannot pray, nor look up. Baole me with 
every poor trxemblii Ig pe There's never a 
Soul that Mr hath the Loxd for his God, that Ta A 
Chriſt can bc þ e190 of : He intercedes for all - ? 
his People, and in all their Concernments, 

Fourthly, This may yield wonderful Comfort: .. 
to Sana to conſider, That Jeſus Chriſt dotly * 
not onel intercede in. Heaven, in their Names, 
but in very Natures ; He preſents the Hus 
mane Nature. in his own Perſon, glorified; and | 
in this Nature, he pleads to God for them. He is 
ſet forth as the Man Chriſt Feſw, 1 Tim. 2. 5. He 
cannot but be. full of Pity and Compaſſion, be- 
cauſe he is. of, the ſame Nature with them : They 
ere Members of bis Body, of bis Fleſh, and of bis 
Bones, Eph. 5. 30. 'O, if that Scripture were but 
put into the Believing Meditation of Believers, 
what Comfort will flow from it? O trembling 
Saint ! thou mayeſt objek thy Unworthineſs and 
defiled Nature ; but, ſclus Chriſt hath thy Nas 
wn glorified now in Heaven, at the Father's right 


Fifthly, The reſtleſneſs nd unweariedneſs of. 
Chriſts purſuing the Bleſſedneſs and Salvation of 
all his Sced, is that which may yield wonderful | 
comfort to the Believing Soul. Confider his Tem- 
per and Diſpolition, whiles he was on Earth: His - 
Spirit ſhall not fail, till he bath ſet Judgment in the 
Earth, Ifa..42.4. And if Chriſt was ſo carnceſt + 
to undergo {uch work ther, and was {© reſtleſs and 
ative til pal wy ſurely he muſt needs be / 
refilels'to, carry on this Wark now in Heaven : He 
lives ever to make Interceſſion, Heb. 7. 25, There axe ff + 
times when m9 Fart cangot agjtaee (28 the | 
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Cauſe of their Friends; but Chriſt is alwayes ta- 
ken up about won os of ater ng mea 
Authority is ca - to. manage Afﬀairs 
his People, were they millions of .nien, therefore 
it mult needs be matter' of wonderful Comfort to 
Belicvers, that they have fuch a Mediator in Hea- 
ven. | ; 
Sixthly, Confiderthe Advantages that flow from 
this Intcrceftion of Chriſt to Believers, and' it will 
yield matter of woridexful comfort. 

Their Sins ſhall be ſurely pardoned.” O what 
wonderful comfortis this ! Bleſſed is the man whoſe 
Tranſgreſſion is forgroen,, and whoſe Sins are pardaye 
ed, Pſal. 32.1. He is an Advocate for them, to 
take away their. Sins, 1 Joh. 2. 1,24 1 Joh. 1. 
7, 9. No Bill ſhall be laid in againſt them at the 
Bar of God ; Who dares accuſe that Soul that is 
covered over with the Blood of the Redeemer ? 
Rom: 8. 33, 34+ | 

Their Perſons and Performances ſhall ſurely find 
acceptance with 'God, through this Intercefſion of 
Chriſt, Eph.1.6. bo bath us accepted in the Be- 
Iwed. All that gloxious Chain of Mercy that is made 
over to,and falined upon the Believer,hath itstyets 
Jeſus Chriſt : Predeftination, Adoption, Juſtifica- 
tion, SanEtification and Salvation, are all laid upon 
Chriſt, It is a piece of uſual weakneſs in poor Be- 
lievers, or rather Doubting-ſouls, to judge of their 
Acceptance with God, or Non-acceptance, accord- 
ing to their Deſervings, or ill-deſervings, and 
the nature and frame of their Spirits ard Duties : 
when they have heen drawn out in Fratmes, and 
wonderfully rais'd'in. Duties, they think now they 
ſhall find Favour; But it is not that which gives 
H 2 your 


Ys 


TOO. . Tic LET Hy 
your Suits Entertainment iry Heaven 1 it is as:God 
accepts the. Soul in Chriſt, notwithſtanding all the 
Failigs and Infirmities of Believersz they are en- 
tertained with'a' well done:good: and fai trap, 
upon the account of Chriſt; 

Agairt, They/aze ſure to be ſeour3iagatadbte 

prevailing Power of all their Enemies 3 let Beelzes 
bub with all his Train and Forces be united 
them, he: muſt be broken to pieces 3 for Chriſt is 
at the right hand of the' Father, int for 
them ©) Sah ſhall bave /no Dominion over them, 
6. 14. God will. bruiſe Satan wundertheir Feet 
Rom. 16-20, Hence it'is, they may. be fig 
of their Enemies ſhall prevail, Eitke 1. 74+ + | 

Again, They maybe ſure toreceive more Grace; 
and Life more abundantly, God giveth more Grace; 
Fames'5. 6. whillt Chrilt's. Intereſt holds in" Hes 
ven, whilſt he hath a Fullneſs of Grace to _— 
Believers may expect more, | 

Acceſs to the Throne of Grace at all ines 
his Name, is another procured Advantage of his 
Intercefhion 3 it 15 by the Blood of Chriſt 
come to God with Boldneſs, Heb. 4. 14. 86. 

IO, 21, 22, | 01.98 

Hence the Blood of Chriſt makes ms and an 
open. doot tor Believers to approach to God, 
Eph. 3. 12. Becauſe he is there at the Throne of 
Grace, he will open his Door to his Children, 
and = Rom Ta, —_— the Veil : what tender 
Mother would ſhut the door againſt her weeping 
Child ? _” 

Again; They havenot only Acceſs to the Thaone 
of Grace, but Succeſs ; they ſhall ſpeed when they' 
cry with {11 their Hearts, Joh. 14. 13. 14+ yas 

vever 
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ſever you ſhall ark in my Name, that will I do, that 
the Father may be glori wiſed d inthe Son". if you ſhall ark 
any thing in oy New Name, I will do it. Chriſt was 
rr -— Di _ ,\and they might tretnblingly 
Il-we live when thow- art gone ?. 

" Foneid — perſccute us, and Satan will devour 
uw? Why fays Chriſt, I will-prote& you then, as 

well as now, and hear your Requeſts ' you think 
tis only your Concernment, to have your Pray- 
ers anſwered 3, no, -it is the Concerhifent: 
Father too,- his 'Glory' lies at ftake' for i 
what bold Encourigernent is this Rev,'B, 3, FN: 
Prayers aſcended tp; and! preſently comes 4 
Thunders, Noiſes, ightnings, - and Earth- 
23 2 Symbol of -God's' Recepti6h'! 'beli be, 
Saints have fill as grearPc Potency nh. God;on the 
Account of Chriſt, as ever, atid'th te Thtone I 
ers ſhall ſurely find ar miſe it the 
Grace. 

Again, They that realy hive ne! Peſrerng 
in Grace : for the Gerchiony 'of a Believers a 


depend n mg ;, thatit" hors 
dye if he to' * ſecured by the 
inrceſion of Chrift, £ 2s. 32;"Fer. 32. 40. 

Another Effet of Ps Irite 1s this, 


The Saints have'Oritnals with,” ##4' a Irifereſt io 
the Love of -God; Fo." 77 24: 24;* 6 hall 
be ſure of Grace 'and of Gloty”: \they' ave 


Manſion in Heaven, jos I4. mb I7, We Father 
I will that thoſe whom given me, be. wit 
me where T in, to orgs my Glory." 
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CHAP. VI. | 
Shewing the "_ ne Chriſt, that Sa 
——— Fx on 4 -nad, ws, 


hw a veſuſe Chriſt, with' Re 
ova = Chop 


Glory of Chriſt as Mediator, whercinſo 

| much of his vaſt Treaſury lies : we come 

now to make ſome Application of this gore 
int. 

Firſt, By way, of Information. Firſt, How on: 

dexfully axe, poor Sinners indebted to the Lord for 


giving ſuch.a I as Jeſus Chriſt, God-Manz 


WW: have a little opened the Trankendan 


none clſe in yen or Earth could have 
= —_—_— of loſt Sinners : had he been God a 
fe te figs neither Right: on Capurity. to 
been only. Man, hy eovll never bay 
= 0, under 6 nl fo meas of theſe rec 

Death Mou Dominion over 

his' Sufferi Gefatory his Interceſſion xce$ 
cd, and 3 periſhed  but,now 
he is able to {; ave br aan e547 God by 3g 


24” © 3+ 
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Secondly, See the Willingneſs of Chriſt; that 
Sinners ſhould be ſaved, he would never elſt'tave 
aſſum'd the work of a Mediatour, nor have give 
himſelf for this very end that Sinners be 
brought to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. He would never 
have undertakenvthe bloody way of Death, nor 
drunk off ſuchi T bitter tremendous Cup, that Sin 
had brewed for him ; he would not have interce- 
ded with God for Terms of Reconciliation, nor 
undergone ſach direful, unconceivable Torments, - 
had he not been willing Sinners ſhould live: hath 
Chriſt ſo cafefully prepared the Miniftration of 
Reconciliation, and abſolutely commanded the 
Promulgation of the Goſpel to a 
Mark, 16. 15, Hath he laid fuch a on 


his Meſſengers and Ambaſſadors,and oblig/d therh, 


by the Penalty of fearful Woes, to preacti the Goſ- 
pel, and he is not willing that Sinners ſhould be 
ſaved ? 1 Cor.g. 16, See how he chatges his Ser- 
vants to be inſtant in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, to 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all Long-(uffer- 
ing and Kindneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 1. To perſwade and 
eech men to be reconciled, 2 Gor, 5.11, 20, 
And will he reje& them when they come ? He 
would not have griev'd and- mourn'd ſ6 mich at 
Sinners: Unbeliet, and out-Rariding - the- We 
Grace, had he been anwilling n_—— ve 
livd, Job; 5:40. Lals 19. 41; 42; d how 
he waits till the laſt hour of the Day; ahd- treats 
his Enemies with an affedtionate Kindneſs, why 

will you dye,- O' Houſe, of Iſrael # — 
Coals of Fire oh their Heads, ahd Araws wich 
Cords of 'Love, and With-the barids' of a with; 
Mat. 5. 45- Heſ. +1. 4, he offers Violthee" by his 
H 4 Spirit 
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Spirit; to unwilling Soils,” and attempts the moſt 
charming, Perſualions to allure them to: him; he 
thunders and lightens, as on Mount Sinai, and 
threatens them terribly it they. will not come, 
Foh..3. 18::Ah troubled Souls, you that tremble, 
leaſt he will no more have Mercy.on you 3 but re- 
zeQ- your elves and Duties, ſhut up his Bowels, 
and harden his Heart againft your Cries. -Ah! do 
but conſider and ſeriouſly refle& on what. Chriſt 
hath already done and ſuffered for you, think on 
his Carriage!whilſt on Earth, and his tender Re- 
ception of all that came to him; he debarred none, 
ſurcly, [then his Advancement in Heaven, produces 
no Alteration in him : it may enlarge his Capacity 
but cannot' ſtraiten his Bowels to perifhing Sinners. 
Honour doth not puff him: up, or make him un- 
mindful; of their Concernments; think:upon his 
Promy(es, he will caſt out none that come to him; 
Fob. 6 37+ Let their Sins be as red as :Scarlet, he 
will make them as white.as Wool, 1/a. 1. 18. He 
knows the Heart of a Stranger, Exod. 23. 29. He 
remembers. what *tis to lye under. the: Pangs of a 
troubled, Soul, when-he:trode the Wine-preſs of 
his Fathers Wrath alone -and therefore'cannot but 
compathonate the Miſerable, and _ thoſe that are 
conlumed with the Terrors of the Almighty; Ceaſe 
Soul, to. lay thy-Charge--on Chriſt, "tis thy own 
Unwiſlingneſs and Unbelief that impedes thy way 
to Life, not his, 
 Thigdlyy How fearful then is the Sin, and how 
dreadful: will be the miſery of all thoſe'that refuſe 
this, Mediator, will not- hearken to this Prophet, 
nor conſentito his Propoſals for Salvation : The 
Tongues of Men ard Angels are not capable here 
, & 1 tQ 
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to commit.an Hyperbole, nor can ſuch chetiiſelves 
ſufficiently conceive it, till they feel it. Ah, Sine 

ners! Weigh a little theſe enſuing particulars, pr 
you will find it true, 

Firſt, It is a moſt aggravated Sin, and hath all 
the circumſtances of Evil in it There's no' fin of 
ſo deep a Dye, and foul a Guilt. 

It is a fin againſt the higheft Mercy, and greateſt 
Deeps of Divine Favour. There were ſome Difco- 
veries of Mercy that God expended on the Gentile 
World : In the times of their Ignorance God did 
wink at them, feed them, and cloath them But 
the Treaſures of Grace were reſerved for the Ful- 
neſs of Time, the Goſpel dayes. O wretched Cai- 
tif! By refuſing Chriſt, thou kickeſt againſt = 
moſt ſounding Bowels, againſt rich Mercy, 

Againſt tender Mercy, Lake 1. 18. Againſt Pres 
Mercy, Eph.2. 8. 

It is a Sin againſt, 'and a forſaking of thy own 
Mercy : . Thou ſtabbeſt thy own Soul with the ſaine 
Dagger thou flingeſt at Chriſt. O wretched Sin- 
ner! thou takeft pains to ſhut thy '{dlf out of the 
door of Mercy, and''to argue thy fat into'the 
depth of Miſery -: 0 Yſ7ael, than baſt-deftroyed' thy 
ſelf. Oh Sinner, thou ſheddeſt the-blood: of thy 
own Soul, Hof. 13.94 

It is a fin againtt the choiceſt and coltlief Re- 
medy that ever God: prepared : The GarmenrGod 
made to cloath thy Soul, 'is dip'd in Blood, and: 
this thou throwelt from thee. How: juſtly will chy 
Soul rot in chains of Datkneſs to , that 
rctuſelt ſuch a chargeable Remedy'4aid out” 
thee ? The Law:was but leading*to' ity Gal:g. 246: * 
Had-you liv'd to-{ce the Prieſts killing the ag 
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and Lambs, and cutting the throats of theſe - poor . 
Creatures, to make an Atonement for Sin, you 
would have ſaid, ſurely the Antitype muſt needs be 
bloody : All thoſe charges men were at in-their 
daily Sacrifices, could not take away one Sin 4 the 
Blood of Chriſt muſt do it, O expenfive Mercy } 
And this thy Soul deſpiſeth: O curſed Sin ! All 
other Diſpenſations could not make thoſe that 
uſe them perieQ, Heb. 9. 9, Nor all the World, if 
fold, can pay the Debt of one Soul, or the price of 
one fin. 

It is a ſin againſt the moſt glorious Majcliy that 
ever was, Phil. 2.9. Thou fpittelt in that Face 
that is infinitely: above all Spots and Stainsz that 
the Angels admire and adore z one Smile of which 
maintains all the Life and Conſolation of the Saints 
in Glory 3 this Jeſus thou deſpifeſt. O unbeliev- 
ing Sinner ! where wilt thou go to hide thy ſelf 
fom the wrath of the Lanib at the laſt day? .' 

Laſily, *Tis a rejection of thy own Duty, '4 
throwing Chrilt out of his own Vineyard, and 
how will God deal with fuch ? He will miſerably 
deſtroy theſe 1iſerable men, Matth, 21. 41. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath Right to rule thee, and thou reject> 
ett the Homage thou owelt to him, and deſpiſglt his 
lawful Right and Authority which is a moſt grie- 
vous Sin indced, 

Secondly, *Tis,a moi unreaſonable Sin, there's 
no Plca at all wilt bear in the Gourt of Reaſcni for 
ſuch a Sin 3 thy own Reaſon will judge and con- 
demn thy Soul, O! that ever thou ſhouldeſ 
chuſe Death rather than Life, and take the Iron 
Rod. of Satan over thee, and deſpiſe the. golden 
Scepter of Jeſus Chriſt 3 Ah! Sinoer, —— 

way 
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why thou ſhould leave thy Luſts aridavicked 
Companions, and depart from the Chambers of 
Death, in which chy Soul hath dwelt ſo long butt 
none at all why thou ſhould' not comme over to 
Chriſt: what doth Chriſt propoſe 'to thee that 
thou: cart cavil at? Is it to leave thy Luſts? If 
not, theſe will ruine thy Soul; if thou halt Fire 
in thy Boſom, thou wovld'ſt think: it reafon to 
caſt it outz if Fetters upon thy Feet, and Clogs 
about thy Body, to ſhake them off ; if a;Serpent in 
thy Boſom, to caſt him-out.; O'Sinner, tit down, 
and conſult with the Principles of Reaſon, never 
was a better Bargain thee. Think on-ir, 
What if the Gate ſcary firaight, it is noe {o to thy 
Soul, but to thy Luſts, thou can't not-({hun Trou- 
ble, but muſt meet with it cither here or to-all 
__ 'Tis a moſt condeming Job 
irdly, "Tis a ing Sin, Fob. 3.19. 

This will jaſtifie the ſevexeſt Doom of God, that 
they might have Life, but would not: Sdlvaticn 
came home to them, but they turn'd it off. -Q 
Sinner, take heed how thou refuſeſt him that ſpeaks 
from Heaven, deſpiſe not Chriſt, ©: {11 1 

Secondly, As *tis the greateſt Sin ſo *tis- attend. 
ed with' the greateſt Miſery. For firſt, 'iz; oxens 
the Windows of Vengeance, and lets down divine 
Wrath on thy Soul 4 it takes off all Potlibility of 
Salvation. he that ſhuts up chis door -leavs none 


CC CD Way; 
the Truth, and the Life, no iliry of efcaping 
Wrath to come; if thou the Lori Chrilt, 


Heh. 2. 3-\ Dori't flatter thy ſelf wich Hopes of af- 
ter Mercy 3 if thou give Chriſt a final Denial, all 
hopes of Mercy is gone, when onde Chaiſt who 

is 
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is the Bleſſing, is gone from thy Soul. :-:'- - 
Secondly, There's no Acceptance of any-of thy 
duties, *tis his Righteouſneſs and Interceſfion makes 
way for thy Acceptance, Eph, 1, 6. All Accep- 
tablenefſs of the beft Services of any, is through 
him, x Pet; 2. 5- None of 'thy Complaints or 
doleful. Cries, can ever enter into Gods Ears, if 
they be not mixt with the Odours of his Incenſe: 
Ah Sinner, thou flattereft, thy ſelf with this, that 
thou wilt'pray, cry, and weep upon a Death-Bed 3 
Ah! what are all thy Cries, when God hears not ? 
Thirdly, there's ſure Damnation waits for thy 
Soul, the Devil ſtands'by, and expedts the: time 
when Chrift will take his final leave of thee. O 
Sinner, if' once thy time: be gone, and (precious 
Overtures of Grace do ceaſc,: then. certain! Ru- 
ine follows: as ſure as the Work-man's wages 
is due. to- him, ſo will:-Damnation be to thy-Soul, 
that doſt live and dycin thy Refuſal of Chriſt; eve- 
ry Soul that will nothear'this'Prophet ſhall be de- 
firoyed, Atts 3. 23. Pſal. 2. 12. 1, 
Fourthly, all the precious Interceſſions of Jeſus 
Chriſt will be turn'd againſt thee; andthisis a moſt 
doleful Confideration, enough to make the hardeſt 
heart to break: now while there's hope, the: blood 
of Chritt pleads, Father,. wait a lictle longer for 
this Sinner 3- when divine Jultice fays, iceaſe inter- 
ceding. that I may take Vengeance on this wretch.z 
no ſays the blood of Chriſty ſpare "this Dronkard, 
a little Jonger, O wait one day: Jonger, one! year 
longer, for this Swearer :but: upon thy final Re- 
fuſal of Chrift, the blood of Chriſt pleads adother 
w.y » Father, I will the Damnation of this:Sinner, 
I will that Mercy be no more tendred .to Fry 
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Luke 2. 34." This Child is ſe for the Fall — 
— As in {rac}. Chrift is for the Fall as well 
as the riſing of many 3 and believe it, his blood: 
hath as great a Vertue to heighen the Damnation 
of willful Unbelievers, as ever it hath tofurther the | 
Salvation of Believers; and/ O' what” a dreadful 
thing is this, when the blood of Chriſt ſhall plead 
againſt thee. It may be upon thy Death-bed, thou” 
wilt ery, Lord pardon me, Lord let. me never go- 
to the place of Torment: but the Blood-of Chit 
will fay, Father, danin him, he made me wait ma- 
ny Days and Years, -and would not tet me- into”. 
his Heart, Father let him periſh 3 and whom do you 
think the Father will hear ? This is one of themoſt 
trembling Confiderations that I know;to heighten 
the Wrath of Sinners : that Soul muſtneetdsgo deep” 
into Hell, that the Blood of 'Chrift feds thithers 
the blood of Chriſt cries for Ven : Ah! Sin- 
ners think of it, what a fcarful thing'itss to refuſe 
this' Mediator: the Lord* open your Ears, * and 
the Loxd work upon your. Hearts that' you-may 1 
turn and live while there is' Hope. 

Fourthly, Hence fee whence ?tis that the-Prayers 
of any- are fo prevailing 'with God: what'is it 
that makes Faith and Prayer ſo omnipotent? *Tis | 
the Interceffion of Chriſt in Heaven that wings our 
Prayers, and makes thgn ſo ſpeedily arrive at the 
Mercy-feat, and come off with an anſwer of Peace. 
"Tis 4 Friend in'the Court of Heaven that makes 
the Saints Sutes fo prevailing with' God; 'Rev. 8. 
3, 4,5 *Tis his Incenſe makes way for- the: Pray- 
ers of the Saints, and then Fire comes out-of the 
Cenfer, 'and burns up the Encmies of ' Chrift: 
oO 
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O theres wonderful Mightineſs in the prayers of 
the Saints whom Chriſt favours with his Media- 

tion. | 
Uſe 2. Of Confutation. If the Lord Jeſns Chriſt 
be the Great and onely Mediator between God 
and Man ; then this will ſfirike down that dange- 
rous, damnable Errour of the Papiſts, Of Pr "g to 
Saints, and ſetting up other Interceders beſides 
Chriſt, making Addrefſes to the Virgin Mary, pla- 
cing her in the Throne with Chriſt. If there be 
but one Mediator, 1 Tim. 2.5. and one that liveth 
to make Interceſlion, and that the Aſſurance of 
Salvation depends on this Interceſlion of Chrilt, 
Heb. 7. 25. Then *tis a damnable Errqur ' of the 
Papiſts to pray to the Virgin Mary, as they do in 
their Miſfal : one of which is thus 3 0 Virgin, the 
onely chaſte Mather, loofing our Sins, give us the King- 
dom, for — of the World, art able #0 do 
all things, and, with thy Son, diſpeſeſt all things. 
Another is, That God, by the Prayers and Merits of 
the ever bleſſed Virgin, ond of all Saints, would bring 
us to the Kingdom of Heaven, Amen. Nay, they ſay, 
That Prayers made to, and delivered by the Saints, 
are better 1hzn thoſe by Chriſt So Sol. Now, it 
Chriſt be the only way to the Father, and Accept- 
ance is through him alone, then this is a falſe 
Way, and never of Gods appointing, but blaſphe- 
$ Sacrilege, and horrible Robbery of the very 
Flower of Chriſt's Crawn ; Nothing: plucks che 
Scepter out of Chriſt's Hand, his Crown from his 
Head, as thele irreligious Qpinions of the Papriſts. 
If Prayer be an a& of Worſhip, Matth. 4. 19 then 
*tis onely due to God : Indeed there's a civil Wor- 
ſhip due to Superiours, but Religious _ is 
God's 
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God's Prerogative, If we muſt truſt on him to 
whom we pray, Kone, 10, 13, 14, then we mull 
pray to none but God, in Chriſt 3 for, curſed is the 
man that truſteth in man, Fer. 17.5. He to whom 
we pray muſt be able to know our wants, and our 
Heartsz to ſee our Miſcrics, and hear our Prayers. 
Now this the Saints in Heaven cannot do: Abrahem 
is ignorant of us, and: Iſrael achnowledgeth us not, 11a. 
63. 16. *Tis Omniltiency alone can hear our Pray- 
ers, and Omnipetency that can Anſwer them; 
Pſal; 65,2, Manth. 6:6. 8.32. Eccleſ! 9. 5, Thus 
we may {ee the Heterodox Aſſertions of the Papiſts, 
in making many Mediators. 


ſ. . . For Reprehenſioa to the profeiling People 
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£2 ri having an VO- 
Ca xach Father. Ah ! Did Souls: but know 
what an Ocean of Privileges, and Fountain 
of Mexcics is compriſcd in this one Mediator, Jeſus 
Chriſt, it would fill cheir Hearts with Joy, tip 
their Tongues with Praiſes, and make them more 
glad in the Salvation of God. Burt, it may be, you 
are more affected with your Frames, fine Expref- 
fions, and your own Dutics, than with the Plead- 
w__ of Jcſus Chrift. This deſerves a ſharp Re- 
roof. 

: 2dly, Such as make little Uſe of the Interceffion 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Alas! how few employ/Chritt about 
their Matters in Heaven, and himin the mo» 
mentous and weighty Matters ot they Sdals? May 
not Chriſt complain ſtill,as once,on Earth, Fob.5.40, 
Tow will not come to me that you may bave Life, *T 15 1ad 
indeed, that the Loxd Jeſus Chriſt ſhould enter up- 

on 
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on ſo coſtly an Office, and pay ſo dear for a Right 
to do thy Soul , and thou negle& coaſt thinry 
after all : This the condemnation 'to'Unbeliev= 
ing Sinners, That they turmitheir Backs uporthe! 
Intercefſion of -Jeſus Chaift;Alas, Soul ! Are hot thy? 
wants great, and thy Sinsmany ? thy Provocations 
and abuſcs of Mercy daily, and yet wilt thou not 
e Chriſt for thy help, to procure thy Pardon, 

and Paſſrg e from Death .to-Life?...O, how juſtly: 
miſcrable will thy caſe be, who migh ight'li be ha 
but would't not! He is worthily miſerable ( ns 
one ) that will not be or the a4 
knows but that thy ed beflryH yy. 
dftened 3 thy filthy heart ati > _ anche 
heart ſpiritualized, and thy captivated Soul fer 
from the Power of Sin and Satan, had? 
thou but improv'd a Mediator in Heaven'?-' Know, 
Soul, if ever Lite and Salvation be obraincd, itil 
be by a Mediator. | 

Thirdly, Here*s a Reproof to ſuch as make'Mew/ 
diators of 'theixr Dutics; that tyuſt' their Prayers 
more than Chriſt, and- lay: Al their hopes of ob- 
taining on the at of {ceking. Indeed the Promile 
of having is made to asking, Matth. 7. 7./ but not. 
for asking. Thy Matters ( faith Latber ) do not- 
depend on the worth of thy Self, or Prayer, 
but folely on the account of Chriſt, ' Fob. 14. 139" 
It is Prayer in his Name.: And therefore. ( ſaith 
Luther ) Nulla Oratio extra Chriftum. There is no | 
Prayer at all:ont of Chriſt. *Tis the Altar that ſan- 
Qihes the Gift, Matt. 23. 19. Onur very Righteouſs 
neſſes are as filthy Rags, Ia. 64. 6. When you bave 
done all, you are unprofitable Servants, Luke 17. 10. 
Not unto s,0 Lord, not unto ws, but to thy Name give 


Glory, 
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Glory, Pal. 115.'r; All acceptance 
through Chriſt. 'To truſt to thy Pac wes. 


ple on the Blood of Ohriſt, mot ſeu com ro pron 
ly thing, and the moſt effectual'c 
the Lord to a real 


to throw them back as Dung on "yi Pee”? 
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CHAP. VII 


Shewing, what Conſolation flows to Believers 
from the peace of Chri ere 


F the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be the onely Mediator 
between God and Man, then here's Comfort 
for Believers-in ſeveral Caſes. : 

Firſt, To weak Believers 3 ſuch' is heed Merey, 
and are unable: way it as they ſhould. Poor Soul! 
Art thou ſenſible of thy urgent Neceſſities? that 
thy Wants are more than can be numbred ? Know- 
eſt thou the Hardneſs,Pride,Filthinefs,and Ungrate- 
fulneſs of thy Heart 2- underſtandeſt'thou thy need 
of the Spirit of Grace, and the Gifts of Grace, but 
canlt not pray for ſupplies ſo underfiandingly, ſen- 
libly, affectionately, and believingly as thou ought- 
elt, and therefore teareſt, (halt never find an An- 
ſer, or obtain any reviving comfort to 'thy Soul, 
in the believing view of Chrilt's: Interceſlion i in Hea- 
ven, Let me tell thee, def; Chriltian, thou 
canſk not be : really , and pMy'in- Faith 3 
thou cant not periſh-for want, and have a Jeſus in 
Heaven interceding for thee, ' Heh,'7. 25, Hime the 
Father beareth alwayes, _ I 54-42, It the _ 

Ce 
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depended upon thy own Oratory. and 

thy Caſe were fad 3 but there is pne in Heaven that | 
is wilc, might), merciful, ommniſcient, who minds 
thy caſe, iders thy needs, hears thy. groans, 
knows thy. diſtreſſes, and ever liveth to make In- 
terceſſion for thee. 7 

Objed. But, fayes a Soul, How ſhall I know that 
-Chrift intercedes for me, who am not worthy to ye un- 
der bis Table, nor crawl at big Feet I fear be bath 
greater concernments wpon bis Heart than to remem- 
ber me. 

For Reſolution in this, look back to Chap. 4. 
where is ſhewn-for whom Ohrift intercedes. He 
praycs for all that believe in him, Fob. 17. 15, 
Art thou one that bclieveſt in Chriſt? Haſt thou 
choſen him as thy Lord and/ Righteouſneſs ? | And 
is he precious to thy Soul ? Could'ſi thou be:con- 
tent to part with all for him ? Pleaſures, Profits, 
and Worldly Grandeur, are .they nothing, when 
they came in competition with him. Canſt-thou 
not ſay, O!:None but Chriſt, none but Chriſt; 
Chriſt with Poverty, with Diſgrace, with Bondage 
and miſery, -is far -more preferrable than Riches, 
Repute, Liberty, and Mercics without him ? Doſt 
thou conſent to all his terms 7 and art thou wie 
ling to take up his yoke, and to learn of him ? to 
bear his Croſs, and follow him ? to leave all, and 
come to him,; and that conſiderately, and from thy 
whole Heart ? Doſt thou caſt and adventure thy 
Soul, and thy All, upon his Ability to. ſave thee? 
Believeſt thou all that the Scripture reporteth \cg@o- 
cerning, him ? / his Pexſonal Excellencies, and pur- 
chaſed Sufhciencies ? That he isablc and willing to 
ſave all that come to God by him, and wo 
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caſt out any that really come ? i em tr, | 
art thou reſolved to truſk Yay or po ey, 2 
if thou periſh, to periſh at te? Then 
that Soul for whom cans intercedes in- 
Luke 10. 42» Lam. 3: 24 1ſa- 44 5» Ejth. 4: 
OVER: b I T ought, ries 

J Kt 1 Canndt pray as aca 
the Will of God; Alas !+ Yak dad heron 
my Prayers * and will God bear we ? _ 

Sol. *Tis -not for thy ages thou art ,\but 
for the Name of Chriſt ; . as you have, already 
heard, Joh; 14. 13. Rom.,8.,26, 27. We kpom nat 
what to pray for 4s we Neither 1 Fark, wor 
you believing Romans, know how to pray a5. we 
ought. If thou wanteſt words, yet if thou 
ſighs and groans, thy Prayers aze heard through 
Chriſt, 

Again, Thau fayeſt thou canſi not pray — 
ing to the WHll of God. 

| Anſw, 1,.If thy Praycxs are for ſuch F 
God requires, for things ; that concern "ay G 
and the good and Salvatiogs of thy Soul z, and for 
theſe outward things, x5 God ſees needful tor thee: 
K thou prayeſt for theſe, as God promiſech. them, 
for Spiritual. bleſſings. abſolutely, and fgr others, 
with ſubmifion. $0 his Wiſdom and Will 3 if thou 
ſcekelt theſe onely in the Name of Chaiſt, and ul- 
timately toy, the Glory of God > with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Strength,' thou askelt Aigin, and 
God wilt grant thee.  ; 

Secondly, God in his infinite Grace; chrough 
Chriſt, accounts thole things in his Propls;that arc 
not, as if they were, Row. 14. 17. He-jadges'bis 
Pople to be what they wow be, Rev 24 ge; 4 4 
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thy Works, and Tribulation, and Poverty, but thou art 
rich, The Lord judgeth of his People, not ſo mud 
by their Frames, inherent Qualifications, and ex-! 
ternal- Performances, but by their real Sincerity, 
and unfeigned deſires, Pſal. 38. 9. Thou complain- 
eſt thy Prayers be cold, and dead, heartleſs and' 
lifelefs, but doth this pleaſe thee, or trouble thee? 
Is not this the burd&/ of thy Soul? that which 
thou mourneſt over, 'prayeſt and firiveſt agairiſt? 
Doth nb Prayer content thee, but what is ſpiritual 
and fervent, affe&ionate and-upright? Why, poor 
Soul, chear up thy ſelf, "God efteems thy Prayers 


| ach, through. Chriſt, as if they were ſo. 


Thirdly, The Procurement of thy needed Mer- 
cies, doth not depend upon thy Prayer-trames, or 
the Modes and Meafures of thy Holineſs, but on' 
the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, Pray, weigh that 
Scripture, Foh. 14: 14, 16. If you ſhall ack, any 
thing in my Name, I will do it. And I will proy 
the Father, ( Any thing): that is, any thing you 
abſolutely need 3' Any thing that is fit for you to 
ask and me to give, t will do it. He doth not fay* 
The Modes of your Prayers, the meaſures of your 
Frames and Holineſs ſhall do it ; but if ye as, 


though with broken Language, and troubled Ex- 


ons, Sighs and Groans, I will do it. You 
ve but'one. Advocate with the Father, I will 
word your Requeſts, and-perfume them with my 
Incenſe 3 not the Excellency of your Duties, but 
the Worthineſs of my Interceſſion, ſhall procure 
your needed Mercies. | 
Secondly, Here's Comfort to troubled Believers, 
ſuch as are in the depth of Soul-miſery, and caſt 
down-with the fight of their Sins, guilt of n 
N- 
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pom ars and Fears of their Conditions, 4 


all the day long, to pr_—_ 
Bread, hf on Ss pans. , refuſe. 
( with Rachel) to be comforted, becauſe theie firſt 
born, their Comforts, firſt Love and Holineſs are 
not, Jer. 31: 15. This is the caſe of ſome poor 
Souls from day: to day z they meet with no Gon», 
ſolation, eat Aſhes in ſicad of Bread, _ 

their Tears with their Drink; they go from 

nance to Qrdinance, and their Fear come _ 
with them ; they feel little by all they ot P 
or enjoy, their Hearts are proud, vain, 

nal, unbelieving, hence they fear they are: ory, To 
crites, and ſhall be caſt away to all Eternity. 

Now here's Comfort to-ſuch from Chrifts Inter-- 

ceſſion in Heaven, he is there pleading 

and preiling after thy _—_ chou haft 

God, -but he is wha; n= Wrath, 

1, 2, Thaw art —_—— every day 
always pleaſing. him for thee ; y A 

Breaches upon: the Law of God; and 

dofing unhaſe Breaches by[his Blood 

cefſfions thou.art © buſic ic honing 
Glory of the: Father, and Chriſt is there preſei 
the deep Galhes, «and : bloody: his 
laid hint for thoſe very Sins :' when: 
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reſolv'd to be aveng'd for thy-Backilidings, Chil 
is. then diſcovering his copſtant- Obedience, and 
upright Faithfulneſs for thee, he-pleads:with the 
Father thus; Father,” ſhall thy Anger burn for ever, 
aud thy Vengeante: always wax bot againſt this Seah, 
Me Child ? : Remember. whit ] hae Synce fir bins 


ave already ſuffered for bis Sin, and gj 
Safi to the A of Juſtice, 


I 3 


z 


ob 


2 
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thou: charge it on bim ? \Fatber, let bis Sins be. on ane; . 
as David, 2 Sam.-2 4.117. Let # ogy 6 yrine 
he againſt| me, theſe Sheep what 2bey f "Ti 
I ans their Surety, and in thy Accoune the Offaler; 
I bave anſwered for #Heir Offences, and. diſcharged 
their Debts, why. wilt 'thou purſue thtm 'in 
ger-#JHoly . Father, an Fuſtice ſpare theſe Offecdes 
hehold them in my Blood,. and cloatbed with wy 
tevxſmſr; Obedience, and Suffering *us trace, | 
Natures are vile; biit mene is holy, and they ave are Mens- 
bers of any” Fleſh #ty Bones, they are diſeaſod 
but 1 bave qubnnny Cure, andwvill preſent them 
t9-theel without. 5 _ aud Wrinkle. grows this Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt ſhall; certainly prevail with God 
for thee; that thy:Tniquicies may be pardoned and 
_ Sims, rernembred no:more, Heb; 8. 12. AN that 

'diin the'new Covenant; Chriſt inters 
cates Wi in. Heavens:for he is the. Angel. of the 
Coverant Mal.'3. 2. Flic Mediator of the new Cos 
venanty Heb. 9. 1 F< Burt the Forgiventls: of Beties 
vers Sins, 15 part hew/Covenanty 

: SELL 


. Mich.'7E 18. wli&e/Gpd forgivs © 


gives:them all, Fers/53« 8. T will cleanſe then from 
all their Tniquities, &01 He will pardon not. only 
Sins: hefore, : bat aftex:Grace 3 not, ofily ſmall bat 
grating, .Þſal. 25.11; ane fr _ have 


been once, butoftaiicoinmitted, Fer. 34 224. 

ye back:-fliding Childrinzoand I our Back:ſls 

aings,' . He .dothinot. ſay meh -or,-twiee, - Mg: bet 

thew Back-ſliding3be never and: | 

on. theix Return God: will pardon; 

tt, thay braoVinighy mime, 35 Criqnſon, 
KT g 743) #4 


WLL 5 


» * « 
'IY - b. t % 4 % 0 
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Objet. I ditl onte \hope that God' ardar'd all 
my" Sins, 5 ws beſo] hole 

ofter-Mercy, and wallowed in Sin after t, ind 
God' threatens be. __ n108 forgius fucbs Jer. 14. a 

$- 7» 

_ 't- The Arafotywhy God anoubd not par 
don their Sin,* was not becauſe | they were tot 
excat for Pardon eat gre borne 


curn; [Fers (157, :b will. 

they return in frm the LESS. CEE 14: The 

Lord . ny errors, 

from his Otdinances,:.even JIST=S - that 


it thc erll adtupaen libs, be wil eat oh; 
Mal; 3-7. Fer. 4u'ts” 
Secondly, IF: + God: wil pardou! all - belt: Sink 


then . he will pardon their aftet mp. Wo 
be they never ſor great; upon to - 
him 3 God ſeas idinitcy, will dent 
from all Iniquity, Fer 3:8; - cl 

C_ 1 Gal ll pa 


ill inet Par- 
ty commit ; 


Fd Tein Lond Jeſus ba h-ariah' for all 
the Sins of Bcljoverd, then farely be fors 
given;; oherwie, God would be 


beard, of Inju- 
ſtice 
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Rice,” and Chriſt: would ſhed his blood. 'in; vain + 
but the Lord.Jeſus hath ſatished divine Juſticeto the 
full, for. the Sins. of all his-People; 1/2. 53 5«H4 
The evriaurp.or Ranſome;; I Tam. 2. 6. paid\by 
Chriſt, was a full and- ſufficient price, and there- 
fore his Satisfadtior.is complcat fir all their. Sits: 
if. this were-riot ſo, he conld:not have cleans'd 
them from att Sin, but hetlaanzeth them from: all 
Sin, 1 fob12-7 ;Ghrift couldmat havefaved them 
£0 the uttermoſt that come: byhim,werehis 
SitisfaQtiorrimpexedt,but this hedath, Heb. 7. 25; 
Laſily, If the! !Lord; ſhould not:pardon-all:the 
Sins of his: Pooplty} he would benmnuſt and antaidyi 
fal, 1 Joh. 1. 9. but that he cannat:be; Zeph; uy; 
He will riot go Iniquity,' he is:<& fichful onethat 
cannot dective.bpy..bei dogelvid;'-J/a, 45: 24, Let 
God be.trae; and every man/zLyar. 1 : 733 of 
. Thirdly;' Here's Comfortao Bctitvers.that arede- 
jetted i in the ſenſe of this ſtrong Qorruptions,and 
unſubdued' Euffs 3'TheBollyoof Death in ſome doth 
take them;doubt the truthybf Grace, and hlls their 
Lives with. Bittencls and:\FTeronss1 {The badneſs 
of their. Hearts, - and: vilene&s''of 'their1Natures; 
makes ſome conclude theix final Buine.4 But here's 
Ecmfort-to'fuch=!,1.0 03d 150 tHe. witlriumo 4 
Firſtly,; In-chacic bath beer kd & the ca(ciof . 
the dearefb- Children, of Gdd, their Corriptions, 
like the Sons: cf ;Zervieb, +haverbranteo hard:for 
them.” Abrsbam! accounts in({Ufi Du: ad fer, 
Gen. 18. 27: Fob: cries oat! ane wile, Fob: 4054. 
David \ays, Mine Iniquities are gate. over my. head, 
las a Burden tori heavy t0:hedr,oſal, —_—_ 
from-a veficx View: of God's Glory,; he 
-Was — ____— Tf 6 


& 4» 3+ 
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hier poarrm 4 6. -profe(s"they 
Sg unc Pant an'\de& Veſſel, a 
man. of ſingular Revelations, yet laments that in 
him: dwelt no 1 ang Kam, 7. 18. That he 
was'carnal and. ſold-ilt\der” Sin, ver; 14. and when 
he- wonkd do" good eff was preſent "witfi him, 
vers BIG Hr 1 D507 (ot 

Secondly; Here's Corblort, that ther C 

tions in them ſhalt not break their Covenant Relg-! 
tion to God; Pſat, B9.190; to35. Thetecari bend 
Fortciture of this: Profhife; 7 wil be their God, and 
they [hall be ny Pugple: Thy Lye carinot make God 
untrue, 'Rinbe3.'3.4. Thy evil Eye- carnot make 
his Eye : evi«tooz 20; 15. Thy wicked 
Thoughts cannot alter hisigrations Thoughts, I/z. 
55- 8:9./Fhy invincible Corruption cannot over- 
come his Mercies, inor wen rag 4 'of thy Nature 
make God thy Enemy. '' 

/ Thirdly; Chrift is d in Heaven about this 
very. Work: of ſdbduing chineTniquities, he inter- 
cedestverand why ?' That this People be ſan- 
OS CEO 77. That they might 
pure hae Ae et —_ rg to 
mortifie their» CortiÞtions' he reigns in Heaven 
on parpoſe to. bring down: his and'thdr Enemies, 
1 Co.157 25/6 carrics onthe work'of Redemp- 
tron qmbieaven; andowhat is that but*to- ſer his 


Peaplefzee:indeed ; ho hath an aſſured care now in 
Ghoxy\to-fuffil kid ove of which. is that 
Ini Gaede: ! Mic. 7- 18. Romans 


Gork quan 979 2007, 50 RIty) 


::Paurthlyg Chil 246 the Father, is ſ6- 
curity for 9; Cht'opomiſet 'Sini; 'h&'is enga- 


5d to preſent ip pings Tornplaie —_—— 
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Ephi'5.\27« and to keep them unblamiable” to a ti 
heavenly/Kingdom, 1 "Theſe 5. 23, | +: 

Fifthly, His Glory and Pleaſure is' concerned in 
the Death. of thy Corruptions, 1/a. 53: 10. The 
Pleafmrt of the Lord foal profper in bis band. What 
is this Pleaſure of the Lord?) It is the Redemption 
of his People from the Tyranny of Sin, and the 
Slavery of Satan, into the glorious Liberty of the 
birſt-born of Glory,/4 Theſ. 1,121,202, 7 

Laſtly, Grace is :of'a prevailin Nature, and 
emu deſtroy thy Laſts at Naſt wn, | the. Spirit of 
Grace is in his people, Met. 18. 20.:the\ intereſt 
of Sin and Sinners carnot always ſtandbefore the 
katereſt of God and his people, Eſther! 6.13%, : -| 

Fourthly, Here's Comfort to tempted Believers, 
Cach a5are always dogged with filthy /\and> frighs 
mg; Temptations, refiteſs}y haunted-with vile and 
blaſphemous Thoughts, and: miſerably baffeted 
with dreadtul-and dangerous Suggefteions:' 'ifChrift 
be intcxteding in Heaven, :/ then furdy he will one 
day ox other, put. an end £0 all the 'T 
and in 'the mean time; over-rule them; that they 
ſhall not: prevail over :theeh 1-Cor. 10, 13: Heb: 2, 
19. For in that be himſelf hath ſuffertd, i ting tempt» 
«4, be 5 kble t0 ſucconrithoſethat are templedy: Ghriti 
is a merciful Hi gh-pricſt;and: wants nenher: Knows 
ledge, Bowels or Abiliiy, which mightadider him 
capable: to relieve thetemipted:3 hehatki the: 
ing Serpent, the roaring Lion in Chiirs; and will 
mercifully {ay to that pzoudone, cortiefo tar, and 
no farther, 

- Fifthly; Here's Comfort:q0' Gods: le wider 
their Affiitions and Sufferings/in the-World,'or by 
the World; if Chrift'be initerceding in Heaven for 

them, 


1 
4 
, 
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—_ yrnrky or v—nnay voy nay pe 
leſs in t nf =o - ob. 14. 8. 
16.32. 33» Then, Tribulation, nor Perfect 
nor any thing elſe can ſeparate them from the 
Love of God. in Chriſt, Row. 8. 35. He that is 
fox them is ſironger than all that arc agai 
them, 2erſ./ 31.' He wilf be with; them in. the Fize 
and in the Water, 1ſe. 43. 2. Chriſt is never ſweet- 
er than when the World is moſt bitter to a Child 
of God 3. Afiftions can but file. away the Ruſt 
and ſcoureaway the Filth, it cannot ditninith the, 
Grace, [nor injure the State of thofe that are inter 
eſted in Chriſt's Mediation ; Chriſt's Cordials are 
ance aro 7 his axe moſt faint 
and iſhing : iſt in Heaven, at the 
vain hopes of his Enemies, and will all their 
Attempts againſt himſelf and: Intereſt in pieces, 
Pſzl. 2. 4, 9. He will ſtrengthen his tyxed, diftre- 
{ed Servants under Sufferings, 1/a. 42.' 10. 2 Cor. 
12.9, His Azm is tniade bare, his Power difplay'd 
and his Strength made perfect in their Weaknefles, 
Pſul. 27. 14. This\may be_the Trouble and: deye- 
ing Fears of ſome,- how they ſhall hold out.in 
times of Tryal. I am afraid (fays-one) I ſhallne- 
ver: bare Reproaches, Hatred, : Bonds, Loſs” of 
Goods, and death for Chriſt, with a magnanimous 
and Goſpel Spirit :- Why Soul? It ſhall be givew* 
thee in that hour not.only to-believe, but to ſuffer 
for Chriſt, Phil 1.29. The Fury of the Adverſary 


- 


ſhall not terzifie:youg.nor theiri rampent Rage de- 


jc& your Courage. Ia. 35. 4 ts OO 
Scthly, Heres Combo to ſuch as are Moumn- 
ers for Sion, and:grieve at the Afflitions of God's 
People ; That lament to. {ce Chuitt's — 
oot 
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foot; and the Wicked on horſe-back; Tranſgreffors 
to proſper, and the Godly afflicted; that weep to 
behold Divine Providences thwarting his Promiſes, 
The Lord hath promiſed, that to Chriſt ſhall cve- 
ry Knee bow, and. every Tongue. confeſs. Men 
read of glorious things ſpoken of Sjon 3 but when 
they look to the Intereſt off God, they (ce nothing 
but matter of trouble and grief... They look to the 
Earth, and behold Darkneſs and Conftuſlions 3 they 
look to the Church:of Chriſt, and lo, Decayes and 
Dyings:: Now this-beeeds trouble-to- the Friends 
of Chriſt, to ſce things run counter, 'and croſs. to 
expetation and.:promife : yet here. is Comfors 
from the Interceſhon/of Chrifors this account. For, 
1, Firſt, The Lord: Jeſus fits at Helm, he is upon 
the'Throne, and-reigns as King for ever 3 and this 
hath' been "he Faithfut's Refuge: and Support: in 
the worlt of Times, P/al.10. 244.1 6: Pſa. 29.10, 
The Lord: Jefus haththe Governtneat of Nations, | 
as well as:of Sion, on his\{houlders, | Ia. 9.16. Eph, 
x. 22. He rules over all, Pſz\ 103;; 19. His Kings 
don ruleth over: all. Men and:Devils.cannot hy 1 
the Scepter out of his hands :Jo'ſpight of all. 
is King, of Son,  Pſal. 2.6, .and his-Governament 
is maintained in all the Confufions that are: on the 
Earth 3 and if ſo, there-is no-cauſe:for the Peaple 
«cf Chrift to be dejeted. _ Fear. net, (aid Ceſar to 
tis Mariners in a:Storm ). Ceſar is here. Why are ye 
ſo fearful,  (; faid Chriſt . to: His Diſciples, when 
trembling at their: Dangers in'a/boyſterous Stoxm,) 


O ye of little Faith, Matth. 8.26: That Veſlc} cans 
not miſcarry that:hath Chiiſt' at Hd; and-if it 
could! ( faid  Lizther |) mallem; ruere cum Chriſto 
gan regnare cans Ceſare. 'T had rather periſh with 
Chuli than reign with Ceſar. - 


j 
p 
| 


vv OE. 


> 
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Secondly, His Paths are in- the deep waters, 


Pſal. 77. 19. Thy way' in the Sea, 'thy paths are in. 
the deep waters, thy foot-fteps are not knowns. 


The Pſalmiſt alludes to that Providence of God im 


leading Iſrael through the red Sea when Deaths 
were on every hand, God walked on thoſe Wa-, 


ters, 'and made a way through them for his Peo- 
ple. So Nak. 1. 3. 'The Lord hath bis way in: the 
Whirlwind, and inthe Storm and.'the. Clauds \ are: 
the duſt of his Feet; + Thoſe ways that men cannot 
ſtand up in, are'Gods uſual; walks;' in which he 
kads on ' his Work' and Intereſt.” His -waycs:;ave. 
above our wayes, and, In the Mazunt will tbe Lord 
be ſeen, Gen. 22. 14. His Providences, Ezek. 1s 16+ 
are like a Wheel-in the middle of-a wheel, -and a, 
skain of Silk ſtrangely entangled; When Iſrael was 


come near the Borders of the promiſed Land, they 


muſt- be tumed: back again : into the. Wi 
and wander. up and down forty years in the De- 
farts: When -Sion's ' Mercies wete come to- the 
Birth, they prov'd Abortive ; Strange indeed is the 
Womb of Divine Providence, and ſexmingly con- 
traditory to Humane Reaſon, | 

Thirdly, No croſs Providences can hinder Chriſt's 
Work in the World : - He hath purpoſed, and will 
p:rform jt. Combinations: of tmen, Pſal. 2. 1, 2, 
the Gates of Hall, Matth. 1618, and. the Powers 
of this World can no more impede the-Succels of 
Chrilt's Work, than.the Barking of Dogs can, hin» 
der the Moon's: /paſſkge to- its Journey end, 71/a. 
43. 13. F pill work, and whofhall let it ? Who art 
thoit, O great 'Minentait, before Zerubbabel-? thou ſhalt 
become a plain, Zach.” 4. 7. He takgth up-the Iſles 45-4 
very ſlendey thingy, Wa. 40. 15.- The:Lord brwgs = 
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his mightineſs here, to comfort Iſrael under DiC- 
couragements, by reaſon of Difficulties in the way 
of their Mercy. Comfort ye my People, ſaith the Lord, 
ver. I. Tell her her warfare is liſhed, ver. 2, 
The glory of the Lord ſhall be ry pon 5. 0'Fe- 
ruſalem, that bringeſt good tidings, lift up thy woice 
with ſtrength : Be not afraid of Dangers, preach my 
Word, be undaunted in my Service... Behold your 
God, ver. 9. He will come, and his Reward with 
him, ver. 10. He will feed bis Flock like a Shepherd, 
V. 11, He will keep up his Word and Ordinances 
in ſpight of all oppolition, Obj. But our Enemamy 
are many, AnC. Why, he hath meaſured all the 
waters of oppoſition in the hollow of his hand, 
verſ. 12, Obj. But all our wiſdom cannot ſee how theſe 


great things ſhould be brought about. Anl. Why, 


who hath direRed the Spirit of the Lord ? ver, 13, 
He wants not wiſdom to accompliſh his Work, 
Obj. But Nations and Iſlands combine againſt God's 
Iſrael. Anfw. What if they do ? they are no more 
to God than the drop of a bucket, and the duſt of 
the Balance, vey. 15. Therefore, fear not, he will 
perform his Promiſes, and fulfil his Deſigns. Bret, 
Why, what hath he promiſed ? Anſw. Hehath pro- 
maſcd, that theftone cut out of the Mountain with- 
out hands, ſhall become a great Mountain, and 
break in pieces the Image of the Beaſt, Dan.2.35,45» 
and that he will ſet up the Kingdom 'of his Son in 
the World, ver. 44. Iſa. 2. 2. '' ; 
He hath promiſed Peaceful'times to the Church 
of God, when the Sword ſhall be turaed into Plowe 


| ſhares, Ia. 2. 4. Tſa.55. 13. Great ſhall be the peace 


of thy Children : None ſhall bwrt or deftroy in all God's 
holy Mountain, Iſa. 65.25. Exck 28. 24, Iſ4. 16.18, 
Pſal. 72. 9. | He 
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He hath promiſcd, times of Light and Know- 
ledge, 1/a.11.9.chap.y 2,$ich,54+13. ch.60.19,29, 

He hath proyniſed times of Holineſs, 1/@. 60.24, 
Ch. 4+ 3-.Che3 5» S.1Zech. 14.20, 21. YR 

He hath promiſed times: of Union, Zech..14. 9. 
Zeph. 3. 9. Exch 37. 19. + Fx 

He hath promiſed times of Joy and Comfort to 
his Intereſt, 1/2, 65.13,14- che 35. 10. ch,2549.. | 

He hath, promiſed Enlargement: to ca þ 
Iſa. 2. 2. che 60.8, 9, 13. | | 

He hath promiſed Stakulity and Settlement, 1/a. 

» I4;/ Ch. 60. 20, - —_ 

He hath promiſed Activity and Livelinels,. Ie 
26.19, 

Fourthly, As thoſe great and glorious- things 
are ſpoken of Sion, ſo they ſhall certainly be accom- | 
pliſhed in due time, 1/a. 60. 22. Det. 32.35. The 
Viſion is but for an appointed time, Hab. 2. 3, As the 
Things are - appointed, 1o. is the Time, beyond 
which God will not go one moment, Exod. 12. 
41, 42. The (af-ſame day z the Fewiſh Doctors 
ſay it was mid-day, as ſoon/as one hubdied apd 
thirty years was out, to an hour, God fulflFd his 
Promiſe. © _ Fr a 4. 

Laſily, God takes uſually the moſt unkkely time 
to fulfill his Promiſes : As: in: 4breham,' when his 
Body was dead, Gen. 18.10, 11. Abraham and'Sa- 
rab were ſenſible of an utter inability and unbtnels 
in themſelves for ſuch a Mercy, yet then was the 
Promiſe fulfilled, Gen. 22. 24. So Hrgel wen 
brought . out | of Egype,' when all things made 
againſt it 3 their Oppreſhons increaſed, Exod-2.23» 
chap. 5. 7, $,19. Pharkob re{6lv'd not to tet them 
£0, Exod. 10« 27. and Mefes charg'd to ſee his fact 

no 
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no more, on pain of Death, chap. 10.28.) When 
Gods time was come to bring Iſrael out of Babylon, 
they were as dry Bones, and faid, Our hope is loft, 
we are cut off for our parts, Exek. 37. 11,12. Pal. 
126. 1. Det. 32.36. Mic. 4.10. Thou ſhalt go into + 
Babylon, and there ſhalt thou be delivered, Before 
that glorious Salvation of the Fews in Shuſhan, un- 
der Abaſwerus, they were brought under a Sentence 
of Death, the Decree was ſeal'd, and poſted away, 
the time appointed for their deſtrafion, and no 
poſſible hopes left of reverſing it, Efth. 3.12. to 
the end, compar'd with Chap. 8. So much for ih 
Uſe of Conſolation. | 


CHAP. VIIL 
Containing an Uſe of Exhortation to Sittiers 
and Saints. 


F the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be (uch a Glorious Me- .. 

diator, then, "0 =. 

Firſt, Let periſhing Sinners be perſwaded-to 

get an Intereſt in him: And for Motive herein, 
conſider theſe four or five things. 

Firſt, The Lord Jeſus will Mediate for, and fave 
none but thoſe that are his. Many common Mer- 
cies, Favours, and Boons he beftows on his Ene- 
mies, but Salvation-bleliings are the priviledges 
UH his People, Matth. 1.21, 2 Tim. 2.19, Luke 
I, 68, * 

Secondly, Many* will lay claim to Chriſt, who 
"have no Intereſt in him, Lake 13; 25: High Pre- 
tend- 


'e 


tenders may be ſhaken off, Math. 7. 22. chap. 25,12, 
Some- that ſhall think themſelves ſorpething, may be 
found nothirig 3 ſorne that ſhall be chought, Saints by 
others, tay yet be caſt away, 1 Fob, 2.49. As Hy» 
menew and Alexander, 1. Ti. I. 20, The Galathians 
and ſcattered "Saints, Gal, 1. 6. chap. '3. 3 2: Pet, 1, 
20, Rev. 8, 12. Nay the very Ele& PT find it hard 
to ſtand, Matth; 24. 24." © Pres. 5, 
Thirdly, There is bur 'time'in which Chiiſt may 
be found, Iſa. 55.6, Seth,ye the Lord while be may be 
found, intimating, there is a"time in which, he will 
not; when the -door will. 'be ſhut, and Chaift will 
ſpeak, knock, and call no morez There is but a-da 
of Grace, an hour of Salvation, O Sinner be-not wi 
too late. | NY 
Fourthly, It is 4 moſt dreadful, tremendous thing, 
to leave the png which _ vcomys in Chriſt; to 
be ſurnmon'd to Judgment and have nothing to 
them, no bob, to plead for them, no Right [- 
neſs to gegen no Duris to as mpany then 
no Eye to pity, them, 1/2. 57.12. chap. 30. 13.7 
5. 5. This is ad Iced 54 IS : 24 
and boundleſs Miſcries to'be imdergone. . 
Fifthly; Of all periſhing Sinners,  fuch as periſh 
under the Goſpel, have” the” moſt dreadful Mileries, 
Matth. 11. 21. 22, The Heathens and Pagans, Pub- 
licans and Hatlots, ſhall have a more tolerable place in 
Hell, than ſuch as refuſe a tender'd Jeſus ; How ſhall 
we deoper if we neglett ſo great Salvation ? _Heb. 2, 3. 
O miſerable Sinners ! fleight not, Salvation ten: 
deſpiſe nor, Gofpel calls, but haſten away 'to-this 
Redeemer, ,' | > 6. 
Secondly, Let the People of God be exhorted, 
firſt to bleſs God for this _ Eph. 1. 3. Chriſt 
is 
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is the Fountain of Bleſſings, the Anthor'of Salvation, 
the Gift of God, and have you no Hoſanne's. for the 
Enjoyment of ſo rich a perſon ? 1 Fol# 4. 9, 16... - 
ondly, Ply hard the Throne. of Grace, find 
Work for Chriſt, Heb. 4. 15, 16, Let us come, bold! 
to the Throne of Grace, make known your Requeſts un- 
to God; Phil. 4. 6. Conſider Soul, . 
Yon have always need of Mercy 3 not a Moment 
but you want Supplies from God for Spul and Body ; 
your Corruptions are alwayes _— Spirit, 
Gal. 5. 17. never at peace with Grace, but as a Bow 
that is bent, are ſtill preſſing after their former yy 
7, and as Waters penn'd back, are (triving to fon 
cir way 3 therefore Chriſtians, you alwayes need 
the Spitit's help, and freſh Supplies of Grace : your 
Guilt is always encreafing, James 3. 2, The Righte- 
ous falleth ſeven times a day, hence daily Sacrihge 
were appointed, becauſe of daily Sins, Heb. 7, 2% 
Your Te tations are continually renewed, 1 P 
Hy 8. New Tryals are daily falling on you, new Dit- 
culties are frequently occurring your Li new 
Troubles and Afiitions are conſtantly betiding you. 
This is God's appointed way, in which he will 
give out Mercy, Ezeks.36, 37. Matth. 7. 7. Tis'true, 
ometirmes God hears befoxe we ask, but yet prevent- 
ing Metcy doth not exeuſe-from Duty, and we haye + 
no-ground to expe Mercy out of the way of Dutys: 
You arc invelied with a holy Pricſi-hood, on pur- 
pole that you may be much employed. in this W ork, 
x Pet. 2, 5. Your Work and Offices lies. in this, to 
offer up daily Sacritices to God by Chriſt. 
The Lord Jeſus waits in Heaven to regeive your 
Praycrs, *tjs his Buſineſs and-work win Glory, to pur-" 
ſue your Advantages, and therctore he HPO w 
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hear from you,g.Heb.24. As an Agent that to- 
hear from his Clyent, and rective. Intimation aby 
his Condition 3 as a Friend in-a forreign , 
that is hearkniog for Letters from. his Friend, Clit. 
in Heaven deſires to hear from-his-Peaple on S 
not that he is ignoratt of them; or needs to he. pub, 
in Remembrance,butt this way: are his Graces in them. 
exerciſed, their Love and Duty,ataintain'd, and; 

{elf glorified, Iſa..30: 18. 
that be may be graciow. In the Origji 


ap hed ryan tral inc yr 
inR eto his t good. ! 15 8 
This way: is their bleſſed Intexconrle majginnd 
betwixt Chriſt in Heaven, and''Believers on Eaxthy 
from hin\.an Heaven, Cant. 2.14 chap $,1 3546 
Thou that develleſt in the Gardens, the C _ 


en to thy Vojce; cauſe me-to bear is: Tis, n 

nal, Cauſe to; bear+ me, whith ogcafions / 2: 
readings. Fixſt, Cauſe me to\be beard; they aze Ghgifts. 
Words to his Spoufe, Let me betbe Suhjelt af thy Dife 
courſe 10 others... Secondly; Cauſe me to:bear ity, that 
is, let me be fpokento, Jer-me:hear chy Voite, 
Prayer, as a-mandifires tohearfwom his Wite, whep 
abſent; and\in the next verſs She 'eccho's back' the 
ſame Requeſtr6 Chriſt, that he would haſten his Re- 
turn to her, that the- might have his Campany- alſo; 


by Prayer Chrift and have ſweet Intercounle 
with each other, Cant. 1.7, $. chap. 2. $$: 5 
The Lord Jelus'is heed to heas 


from his People, Cant. 2. 14. 11. chap. 6. 1 

Return, Retwrin, aro ors. is word 

mite comes — x , and {o her Husbands 
2 name 
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Nance tSsinamed on her,” 'or from Salem, Peace, which! 
1; Fernſzlem, (ſhewing/her Deſcent to'be from a: 
li above; ' hence (Chriſt deſires: her Company bes! 
caſe was pleaſure to him: to look upon her; her 
Confhterance was as'two Armies 3 it is in the 

rat} Mabanaim, the fame word- that Facob puts on 
the place where God: met him, Gen," 32.2. 2. As if 
Chtfiſt-ſhould fay;,' —_ is Angelical'to me, tha 
thou art impure in-thy ſel, yet thou art fair in mitie 

\4 


»==Ofis z mighty thriving way : there's no fach courſe 
Ety b& taken to grow: rich apace tm divine Treaſuresz 
Prayer is the Key+that-opens Chriſt Treaſury, and 
fetches out the Riches iof Heaven, becauſe ſuch-may 
Hive bf 'God whatithey: will, Fob. x5; 7+\God is:2ld 
ways giving where:gracious Souls-are rightly —_— In 
Gdd's. readineſs to give. (ſhould be ani Argument:ak 
ways to crave: as Sir Waker Raleigh when Qs Elizs 
Kd Him whert he would leave off-beging,' anſwens 
a; when your Majeſiyleaves off giving; : R [7s 
*f:1Thirdly, Truſt: $0 an interceding; Jefus, 'expeRt alt 
your: Mercies from him,: 2ſali 5-3:;44. tht Morningi 
till dire} my Prayer to thee, nd look «p.c- the Arabick, 
#hd'ſome other Verhons have it; 'Liaall prepare or land 
$efore bim, | aid be-will ſee me. But:this: agrees:o0t 
with the Original, whexe "tis, 7 will arder or diffuſe 
way! Prayer, as [a Genetal doth his Arrfiy, and will 
look out as a man. | that watches -om arTower, .to-ſee 
what I can efpy 'and what Anſwer he will give. By 
a Mctonomy,.it ſighities to. expe or look for ſome 
thing, Matth. 22. 21:1 bis Name ſoplb the Gerfiles 
4u/t. The Lord Jefusiis the fure..and kertain; ObjeRt,, 
of a Bdievers Truſtz"O Chriſtians! is Chriſt entxcd 
into-Hcaven, there:to appear for his People? ons 
»4Ti.l _ 
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depend upon his Interceſſion; * expe all yout nedled 
Mercies by- himy-take up your: Acquieſcence'in! his 
Mediation for you; reſt ſatisfied (Bdicvers) that ybusr 
| caſcis good, and it (hall be well with you in. evexy 
ſeengrhen your Depemdance on Clift Conlon, 1h 
fir en your ' on £D 
His E to the Father to become: your! 
Advocate, Heb.z0.9. Foh. 6. 39. His Promiſc- t6 Bclie« 
vers to purſue their Cauſe in Heaven, Fob. 14./16.And 
his full Accompliſhments with whatever is ntedful to 
_—_ this Work. He is | infinitely po and 
knows how to manage your Concerns rolper; 
Col. 2. 3. He hath Skill and Counſel to fiiiſh his 
Afﬀairs with Diſcretion 3 he knows-your Caſes better 
than your ſelves, and what Arguments to plead:fo as 
to prevail, Pſal. 103. 14. Fob. 2. 24.25, Pſal.3 1.7 
Heb. 4. 13. Iſa. 40. 27. 28. He is ative and labori- 
ous and quick at Work, as wdl as in” Wiſdom 
Iſa. 11. 3. He is ftill unwearied in his Buſineſs; and 
his Spiric never fails, Iſa. 42. 4. His Eyes are always 
open, he neyer ſlumbers or ſleeps, Pſal."12 14.1 Kin | © 
8. 29. Iſa. 27, 3. He loſeth\ no: time; but cakes the I 
fitteſt Occaſion to perſe& his Deligns, 1 Pet.'$; 6. He 
is faithful in his Undertakings; and one whom yow 
may confide, Heb. 2, 17. His name. is faithful, Rev7 
19. 11, He is enmipotent and} powerful-to fulfi-his 
, Pleaſure, Heb; 7. 25. The Almighty one-whorcarr 
prevail with the Father, and-is one with: him; Fob; 
11, 42, chap. '10. 30. Conlider Chrift's Intereſt inhis 
people, they are his own, Fobn 13.'1. They (arc his 
Seed, Treaſare, Jewels, Members, ' and Sheepy/ Jobs 
IO. 3. They are his Spouſe, and thereftore/he:cannoe 
forget, or negle& their Concems, Epbiſians 54 294 


Iſa. 58. 7. 
Thick 
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_ ay Lord, *tis thy Mediation 1 owe theſe 
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Think on his Concernments in' all the Aﬀairs;of 
his Intereftz by vettue of that Union betwixt Chyift 
and his People, he becomes a (harer with them ih dll 
their Conditions, [their Mercics are his Delight, Pa}. 
35-27: and their Aﬀfictions ate his Trouble, Ia 
6 63: . 9. He ſympathizeth with them as the head with 

the Members, and the Husband with the Spouſe; their 
loſs is his Lofs, and 'their Gain he reckons as his Io 
tereſt, Should Saints and their Concernments miſe 
carty/at laſt, Chrict himſelf would be a certain. and 
etemal Looſer : he would looſe his Blood, and pure 
chaſe, his Obedience and Sufferings. 

Lafily, Conlider, Chritt's Glory conſiſts in, the 
Good and Salvation of Believers, 2 Theſ. 1, 12: His 
Glory is wrapt up in their Glory, and his Life in theix 
Life; Fob. 14. 194 2 Cor. $. 23. Joh 17. 10, 

Fourthly, acknowledge the Interceſfion of Chriſt 
to be the/procuring Coal of all your Mercics 4 in eve» 
ry Reception of Mercy ſee an aww Lo and 

njoyments, 
Priviledges, and Prayer-teturns mus Lake 22. 32» 
P/al. 115. 1. Pro. 3. 6. In all t | 
bi#. This is to pay Tribute to C Ri in Heaven, and 
advance the Glory of the bleſſed Mediator 3 this is gis 


Chriſt his Due, Row. 13. 7. and = 
Gat and not 66 yorn Tie Dreg 3 as it is Chriſt in Bele 
ers is the Hope of Glory, ſo ſt is Chriſt in Heaven is 
the Hope and Procurer of Mercy, 

Fitchly, If Chriſt be youtt "Advocate in Heaven, 
then follow his In{tmudioris on Earth, Matth. 1745) 
He that commits his Cauſe to another, commits him? 
felf to his Counſel alſo to be guided by him in.every 
thing, \that might conduce to his Succeſs in-ith. 


Chit | 's work in Heaven is to order and regulate bis 
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People on Earth, and therefore he is the Law-giver, 
and King as well as Saviour, I/a. 33. 22: Fat. 412+ 
and the Duty of all Chriſt's Clyents on Earth, is to 
live by his Preſcription and Order given them z and 
therefore *tis ſaid, Numb. 21. 18, 7 he Princes digged 
the Well, even the Nobles of the People, digged it by thi 
Diredtion of the Law-giver. This is ſpoken of that fa- 
mous Well Beer-El/!m: that is, the Well of the 
mighty ones, that God gave Iſrael in the Wildemeſs: 
it was alone the Gift of God, verſe 16, I will give 
them Waters, yet they muſt dig for it, as herez an@ 
that according, to Preſcription, as Moſes gave them 
from the Lord : This well was a Figure of Chrift, 
as the Hebrews themſclves, in their Midraſh Koheleth 
do acknowledge, as ((ay they) The firſt Redeemer canſed 
« Well to fpring up, ſo the laſt Redeemer ſhall cauſe Wit» 
ters to fpring wp 3 as *tis ſaid; Foel 3. 18, A Fountain 
ſhall come forth from the Houſe of the Lord, and ſhall 
water the Valley of Shittim z which fignified' the Gra- 
ces of the Spirit, that Well of Water ſpringing up 
to Life eternal, Foh. 4. 14. 4 
Sixthly, B:come Advocates for Chriſt on Eatth, 
confeſs his nance. Roms. 14, 11, chap. 15.9. Phil, 2:11. 
Plead his caufe before men, Hoſy, 2. 2. Plead with 
your Mother. This is fpoken'to the pious in IÞav!' (a8 
Jonath#s Caldeus, Ferom, atd others conceive) who 
are the ten, and the whole Houfe of Iſrael their 
Mother, and their pions Children malt plead, that 
is, expoſtatate, reafon, afid contend with her for 
God to bring her to the Senfe of her Sin and Danger 3 
the Lord Jets tinderwerie aft dangers in owning 
your Cauſe, ſo ſhould you in his: he al infcr- 
cedes for you, fo: ſhoald 'youl for him irr Word and 


Deed ; your Lives and _ ſhould plcad for Hitn: He 
£ + 
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He pleads eff:Ctually tor you, fo thould you labour tg 
be as ſucceſsful as you may for him, Fob. 3. 29. and' 
in order co. the Diſcharge of this important Day | 
conſider, 

That the :ſuitable Qualifications of an* Advocate 
mult be acquired, you mult get Wiſdom to know. 
' Chriſt! and the things of his Will, : Kingdom, and 
Glory, you are not likely to do much Service ta 
Chrilts/Intereſi, it you,are ignorant and unacquainted 
with his Laws and Concernments. Mic. 6. S. Col. 1; 
9, 10, 2 Pet. 3.1S. Matth, 10. 16. Phil, 1. 9. Eph, 
I. 17. You mult be aQtive and vigorous for God, 
Rom. 12. 11. Slothful Spirits are not like to be much 
{crviceable, Prov. 27, 15. Ecclefe 10. 18, chap. 9. 10, 
Heb. 6. 11, 12. You muſt be faithful, and have 
Truth in the inner parts, Rev. 2. 10. 1 Cor, 4+'2, 
Licks 12. 42. You muſt labour after Potency. and 
Mightineſs through Chriſt, that you may prevail for 
bim, Phil. 4. 13. 1 Chro. 22. 13. 1 Cor. 16.13. Now: 
the way to get this Strength for Chrilt, is by Faith 
to live on him, Eph. 6, 10.2 Tim, 2. 1, 

You muſt make a thorough and open Profeſſion o 
him, and -of all his Truth, 1 Tim. 6. 12, 13, 14, 
Heb.. 4..14. 2 Cor. 9. 13. profeſs him: at all timegy 
Matth. 10. 32. profeſs him openly, plainly, no 
and, boldly, ſo did the Apolſiles. 

You mutt patiently, perſevere under all Sufferings 
for him, As 21. 13. 2 Tim. 2. 10. Heb. 10. 32.» 

You maſt ſpeak well for Chriſt at all times, os 
11.19. Cant. 5- IO. 1 Pez. 2. 9. 

You, mult live out his Glory, Math. 5. 16, Phil, 

2, 15, 2 Cors 9. 13, 

Thus have we done with the Applicatory part of 
this Point, and diſpatch'd,,the wonderful Riches 
Chriſ,as to his perional Union. 'CH 
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CHAP. IX. F 


ning ſomewhat of the ſweet Diſpoſitions 
Ole , Viz. His Goodneſs, Love, gn'#* 

Riches thereaf, as to the kind, Fruits, and 

Effeds of it. | 


Am now come to the third particular, wherein 
[| we ſhall make a Diſcovery bf the Riches of Chit; 
as they conlifi in his excellent and: {weet :Difpoli- 
tions as Mediator, with, thoſe precious Grates and 
Endowments in' him, which will much illaftrate the 
perſonal Riches of Chriſt, and: be -of wonderful En- 
couragement both. to Saints and ' Sinners, toi think 
better of him, and to haſten after a Dependanve an 
him. [207 
Now the fixſt thing we ſhall creat of, is the good- 
neſs of his Natuxe:, He is Goodneſs it (elf, Pſal.' 34.8. 
0 taſt and ſee that the Lord is good i; This Plalm' was 
penn'd by David, when he was driven from Achiſh, 
and was in ſore davger of his Life 3: in this: Conditi- 
on, he ſeeks the Lord, and found help, by rcafon of 
the Goodneſs of God, that is, God in Chriſt; jin- 
deed there is CreationyGoodnels, and providcntiat= 
Goodncſs, but the ghoicelt is his 'Redemption-goad- 
ncls, that Goodneſs which he lets:qut to poor Sinners 
in a Mediator |. Thus js, Chriſt the Gift ofthis: 
belt Love, and is qualified, and diſpoſed to commend. 
the infinite Goodneſs of God: to: perilbing Sinners: 
his Goodnels is greats Zac. 9y 17+ Galled--the Riches) 
of his Goodneſs,: Roms 2» 4+ Now: this: gooducts:of 
Chritt appears. 
; . Firſt, 
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Firſt, In it's Extenfiveneſs. he is good to all, 

Mans goodneſs is contracted and narrow, its greateſt 

ion reacheth but a few, none but Friends, 

Relations, and ſuch as may oblige or requite 

are uſually Sharers in itz but the g s of 

{s immenſe, it reacheth to all the work of his hands, 

Pſal. 145. 9. The Lord 4 good to all, by bim all things 

conſiſt, Col. 1. 17, He wpholdeth all things by the word 

of bis Power, Heb. 1. 3. The very vileſi, and moſt un» 

worthy Grace-abuling Soul have ſome kind of 

in Chriſts Goodneſs 3 he upholds his very 

and maintains the Being and Enjoyment of ſuch as 


Secondly, In it's Invincibleneſs ; all the Provocatl- 
ons of his Enemies carinot impede it's deſigned curs 
rent, he is reſolved they ſhall have a ſhare in his Mer+ 
cy, though they oppole their own Mercies 3 nay all 
the Unkindneſs of his people cannot conquer it, nos 
many Waters quench it: He maketh bis Sun to ſhine 
wpon the good and bad, Math. 5. 45. It eto 
think how rare a portion of Mercy the wig ed bavd 
in their day.j he that cryed Father forgiv®them they 
know not what they do, cries Father ſpare them to 
ſee what they will be. 

Thirdly, It's Freenefs; *tis not extrated,ſbut flowg 
out of it's own Accord, Iſa, 65. 24. Before they call, | 
I will anſwer, &c. It hath no Creature-mexrit ro pros 
voke it, Exek. 16. 6. I ſaid wnto" thee, when thow 
waſt in thy Blood, live, when there was no Beauty to 
attradt it, no deſires to draw it forth : mans Worthy- 
neſs is no ground for the Communication of Chritis 

what Lovelyneſs had-the Ephefians to de- 
ſerve it's liberal Effulions? Ephi”2. 1. | 


Fourth- 
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_ Fourthly, "tis vowearied, Goodoeſs, ic 
; th 00 ths Shallowneks of a dender Vella which is 
eaſily emptyed,but the Unfa of the Oces 


an that can never be exhauſted : the vaſt and 
Communications of it, from the Creation 'of the 
World to it's final DeſiruQtion, will not diminiſh it 
one Iota z his Anger indeed hath but 'a 
Continuance, 'Pſal. 30. 5. But his Goodneſs enduxeth 
ity, Tis Communicative grodnefy caving a 

Fifthly, *Tis icative | i 
over, flowing down, and liberally diffuſing it 
for the.good of others ſo *tis detined to. be a Vertue 
by which a perſon of his own accord is abundantly 
prone to as of Benignity : Chriſt's Goodneſs is. tna- 
nifeſtative, difiributive, and it's Diſpenſations/ ars as 
natural as the irradiating Beams of the Sun. | 

Secondly, Another excellent Diſpolition in Chriſt, 
is his Love, not only his Phylanthropy,- ot good 
Will he bears to all men, and the Deiwe he hath of 
their Salvation, Ezek, 33- 11. But his dq-«ms his {pe+ 
cial Love, from «yer valde & 74a arquieſae, ſuch an 
ardent Aﬀection hath the heart of Chrilt,. for. a per» 
ſon adhering to him, that it greatly in, 
and is fully contented with him, Eph. 2. 4. Such- is 
the Sweetneſs of Chriſt's Nature, that ic is full of 
Love, God is Love, 1 Fobn 4. 16. And as the Fatbeo 
bath loved me, ſo have T loved you, Joh. 15. 9g. Now 
this Love of Chriſt to his people, is, . 

Firſt, A ſupreme Love, the chicfeſt Love, he hath 
a love of Benevolence to all, Math 10. 2x. He beheld 
the young man and loved him; but the Love he bears 
his own, is tranſcendent, and. excecds the Love of 
men and Angels, Fob. 19.'13+.. | | 
Secondly, An infinite Love; Love that ga all 

v- 


Fed 
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Knowledge, exceedeth all Dimenſions, Eph. 3. 13, 


* Chili's Love (faith one) hath Length init,” becauſe 
he loved his Eic& from Eternity to Eternity z Oun- 
meaſurable Length that hath no end? his Love hath 
'Breadth'in 'it, becauſe' not the Jews only, but the 
Gentiles alſo, are ſharers in it; *tis\cxtended to the 
whole World, Math: 28. 19. It hath depth in it; 


becauſe it brought him down into the D | 
Suffcrings: It lt 


ly of the Earth, but of unconceivable 

broughe him as low as the Grave, yea to the very 

Borders of Hell, 1/a. 53. 3. It hath height in it, bes 

cauſe it aſcended far above all Heavens, that he might 

fill all in- all, become our Advocate ' there, prepare 
, usforie, and it for us, and at laſt takes us up to hims 

(elf, that we may behold his Glory./ 

Thirdly, An eternal Love, Fer. 31: 3. I have loved 
thee with an everlaſting Love, AU Creature-affeions 
have their Beginning and End, their Rifmgs and 
Settings, but che Lo of Chrilt is as himſelf, ever- 
laſting, Rev#2.; 13. The tranfiency of his peoples 
Love, cannot injure its 'permanency, for where be 
loves, be loves to the end, Joh. 13. 1, 

Fourthly, An unchangeable Love, it hath no Eb» 
bings and Flowings, Waxirigs and Waneings,Rilmggs 
and Fallings, but is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and 
for ever, Heb. 13, 8, It knows no Alteration, Additi» 
on, or Diminution : the Heavens (hall wax old as a 
Garment, and be changed, Heb. 1. 1 - 12, But 
Chriſt and his Love is invariable, Mal. 3. 6. *Tis true, 
the Manifeſtations of his Love is mutable. ( he may 
ſmile to day,and frown to morrow) but'not the nature 
of it 3 the Ciſterns may be-dry but not the Fountain. 


Fifthly, A free Love; it hath no-Confiderationof + 
Creature-merit, foxe- ſeen Faith; or perſcvcting M1 
Sy 
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neſs, Hoſ. 14.4. I will beal their Back:ſlidings, and love 
them freely, What tcaſon can be: given; that'of the 
ſame Lump ſhould be made one Veſſel of Honour and 
another of Diſhonour 4 nay that-perſons of the'moſt 
exquilite Abilities, natural Endowments, w__—_ 
Moralitics, and uncontroulable ' Sovereignty 
be rejected; and left to the hardneſs of penh Hearr, 
_ = i Judgment = _ avd that others 
the mean rts, incon ce Qualifications, 
igiouſly viticias Lives and miſerable Penury;ſhould 
be eleRted- to- the higheſt Priviledges,” received. into 
_ moſt intimate Communion, and made ; \partaker 
of the higheli-Glory ? | 
Sxthly, The Spring and Fountain of ill char Love 
that is in Believers to God and one another, Cxe@ure- 
Cele: tetnedar this Sous: dove bam —— 
Candles edat e love 
loved us, 1 FZobn 4. x9. The aſcending Jars x =o 
is a faint RefleQion oF thedefending Love of Cliiſts 
the ſame Waters-that empty themſelves into the Sea, 
have their Birth from it. - !-- 44 
Seventhly,. An: aQtive love, Creature-affiona nee 
dull and fluggiſh, and favour rankly of the Veſlel-they 
are in, but Ghrilf's are and laborious 3 a 
rental Loye, that ſets his Wiſdom: on 
Faithfulneſs on nn many and his Fewre ON, accvm- 
pliſhing _ Concernments, and higheſt good 


of his Chi 
Laſily,. a fruitful Love, full of good Works, -*tis 
———_——— _ 5. 8. manifciied love, r; 
4+ 9. Not love-in'the Womb, or abortive, -but 
in the Vinſha1b (ht camp ſame of it's Froits40 his 


Firſ, the giving of himſelf for them, Eph 5. 25: 25- 


x42 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 
Whotoved me, and gave bimſelf for me, Gal;2.-20. This. 
is the higheſt Tellimony his Love imaginable, he. 
could not have beſtowed a better thing 3 he that gives 
himſelf, gives all. He gave himſelf to procure a pur» 
chaſed Treaſure to enrich them, to deftroy the pars 
tition Wall, and fill up that bottomleſs Gulf, that 
lay ir} their way to glory : he gave himſelf to diſchargs 
their Debts, remove their Guilt, juſtifie their Perſons 
fulfil all Rightcouſneſs, and make good the new C6» 
venant. | 
Secondly, The opening of his hcart to them, Fob# 
15. 14,15. I have called yow Friends, for all that 1 
bave heard of my Father, I have made unto yout 
O! the wonderful Love and Kindneſs of Chrift to 
his People, that he communicates his Secrets, and 
opens/ to them the hts of his Heart from all 
Eternity; he leads them into his retixed Chambers 
and fcoret Receſſes, and feaſts them libcrally with 
hidden Manna, and excellent Diſcoveries of the things 
freely given them of God: Saints cannot ' aſcend 
into Heaven, and ſee the Length Depth, Breadth 
Height of thoſe glorious things God hath 
for them, but they have the Priviledge to wade deep 
into fanftuary Waters, and the Spirit-of Grace 'is 
——_— them to reveal the Depths of divine Love/* 
Thirdly, The Communication: of all good things 
to:them, He will give Grace and. Glory, and no good 
thing will be withhold, N- 84. 11.-Pfab, 34. 10.9 
boundleſs Love indeed ! he may beſtow ſome fublu- 
nar Portions on his Enemies, but his'Children only 
ſhall have the Inheritance,they ſhall have his Wiſdom 
to direct them, his Goodnels to ſipply- theriighis Powe | 
er to prote&t them, and his Spirit to inſtru them, 
Foh: 16. 13, 14. And O what a wonderful _ 
: 
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The Uefatabl Riches «of Chrih, 
the Spirit z he will ſhew them their Duty, —_ 
them for their Sin, anſwer theix Doubts; wake 
their Way, and enlighten them in their 
will open their Hearts, enlarge theirs Souls, 
their Wills, illuminate their Minds, and ſanciifie theis 
Perſons z he will communicate Counſel, reveal Chriſt, 
diſcover their Inheritance, and ſeal them up to 'the 
ek ths Riodig od al cheie 
Fourthly, His minding an 
Concerns in Heaven, the Smt pom have in 
another Country where they cannot come is-very 
oo hty 3 they need Receptions of more Grace eve- 
ay, Stxength againſt Corruption, Wiſdem in 
theis Difficulties, Patience i their Sufferings, and 
Faith in their Temptations; now. Chriſt doth agitate 
their Cauſe, becomes their Factor, and. diſpatches 
their Work, Exod. 28.29, Heb. 4 +25, Iſa. 49-15..28. 
Fifthly, His gracious Preſence-with them, Fok..24. 


18.. 1 will ngt Jeave you Heb. 13.5. Jet-3®. - 
40. 2 Cor. 6. 16 Te way ile hs ie ft Canin 2 


and ſuſpend the” gracious 


his Countenance- 
he may ſtand bebind the Wall, "YT ſtep behind the 


Curtain, yet theſe are but momentary, not andiong, 
and imagj Pn real. 

Sixthly, His bearing with them, and forbearing of 
them, 1 Cor, 43+ 7. Charity armada te> It can- 
not eaſily be ovexloaded : what grofs I 
abuſive Injuries doth Chrid patiently receive from 
the hands of his People? Amos 2. 13. Pſal. 95. TOs * 
 Seventhly, His often and well of them, 
and his beings Friend to Ene- 
my to their: Enemies: where a mans Aﬀections are 
there will his Thoughts be alſo; the: Adulterers 
Thoughts are on his Uncleanneſs, the wordly mus 

: on 


— 
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on his Treaſures, and the Ambitious on his & 
but R_ are on his People, 1/2. 43. 4. * ny 
s, the delight of his Soul, his 
—. 27 om Tre 62, 4. Mal. 3. 17. He —_ | 
Enemies as his, Exod. 23. 29. and' favours hs 
Friends with peculiar Bleſſings, Exod. 1. 20. Gen. 39. $ 
hly, His being troubled with their Troub 
and delighted with their Welfare, Fob. 11. 33. 35, 36. 
when the Lord Jeſus came to raife Lazarus from'the 
dead, and ſaw Mary weeping, ' and the; Fews that 
were with her, *tis ſaid, He groaned in Spirit, and wat 
troubled : nay when he came tothe place where Laz# 
rus lay, he wept 3, whereupon the Feiws- (aid, Behold 
bow be loved bim, and his Heart is the ſame now big 
Heaven, Iſa. 63. 9. True love will ſiiffer iri the Try 
als of it's Friend, A&s 9. 4. hence the AﬀfiQions'of 
Saints are call'd the AMictions of 'Chriſt, Col. 1.24. 
-what Heſter aid concerning her people, may be 
truly ſpoken by Chiift, Heſter. 8, 6. How can Tendute 


to ſee the Evil that ſhall come upon ' He is 
grieved at the Evil: pas ap a inp 


3-5: Eph. 4. 13. and: takes wonderful - ne | 
elfare, Poov. 8. 31. no tender —_— 
one deſire the Happincs, x and Tee in the Ads 


vantages of his" Chil Chriſt in his, 
Pſal-147. 1 1. If the hoy of his obaſſadors doth 

depend upon the Proſperity of the Souls of their 
Auditors, 3 Epijt. Fob, ver. 4. Then ſurely kim(df'b 
nat reap unconcemn'd. 


OS Heaven for theth,” Fob#"14. 
2,4. =—_> my Fathers rs wo 1 F go to 
Prepare 4 place for you, &c. "The - {ack 'Jelus knows 


that his departure from the World with the fad 
c_ thereof, would breed great Trouble in' 


Hearts 


the Upſeerchable Ricki of Cr *s 
Hearts of his Diiphesy therefore laboors to preyer 
by tclling them he occaſion of his Depa 
it was for. their fakes, aid” in their buff 
though the World would abuſe them 


yer he tells them, he had-a-Father in Heaven 
-would receive chem, and he was going thitherto 
pare a place fot them, and there was it 
them in Heaven, - The word, tranſlated Majfis 
ſignifies, an abiding, fixed -place. ' Here you dwell 
Tabernacles, but' in Heaven: are places for you; ojit 
which you ſhall never be turned more, 
much Ha leareb in the woe | —s - oe 
all your ing Comforts : s$ a Ret 
after all - wearying Duties and Troubles'# 
are. pleaſant 'Habitations, after” M1 your Wi 
Joumeyings 4: There's a large rpg <ne y 
you are thruft- into corners, 'and ; 
mmbinicctay in ; you Houſes"? Here ou'U 


aps, Enemies Þar” 

your Frm —— io in your Father's Houſe? ' 
really @,! 0-not fatter your with vain hopes; 
foed you with falſe reports : if it were not ſb,1 
have told you, --Some might 6bje&t here, That * 
wy be _ Heaven, and: La te” in EK. 
Clays Chriſt Y to prepare'a or yous 

come. to Heavers will beſpeak a Houſe f ,it 
ſhall be your om, your own ptoper Rig jt, — one 
of you, andotiaRamy. People,thall haven 
own, and it fhaltbe Fee ſimple; theirs $04 
But ſome may. fay; How ſhall: we be ſure of tHis, ys 
when. we dye-we'ſhall-have a place” int Glory ? 
faith Chriſt, 'As ſare-as go-to Heaven, ſhall you hi 
a Manſior xhores,! for, 'tisone end of my going thx 
ww "tis part bf my my ra go 10 rs: 


466 ©. The Baſt Treafore, ug.) -\ 
ior you ( iraudga ) This word; faith Gratii, 
eive Appointment, a place that God allogs 
$ for you : that you might not. think-itis 
your own Merit and 'labouss;. Folic 
yz you may be ſure, my People, you (hall 
a place in my Father's Houſe, becauſe he had 
you a houſe in Heaven, and 1 go to pollcſs'it for 
_ to make it ſure; My Father hath givenit, 
and I have purchaſed.it, and now I goto take it-mto 
yown hand for you : 'yea,to fit and {ute yourLotin 
ven, as may be molt meet for you, and as maytbeſir 
Eoogertion to all your Labours, and 
| ag nd thus the word likewiſe imports; ( 
Dr..Prefon.) to fit and faſhion ane, 45: a Veſſel is fall 
and and ſhap 'd to its-proper Uſe, But Bdlievers miny 
rge, Lord Lord, how ſhall we get hither tice Journ 
Way wekaow notanany Dangers lye betwict 
5 Heaven 4 ES OOTY | 


hed my gathesing;; and 
arth, when all my Ee ar ene Aa 

will-l come. agAiNy: and receive you — po my _ 

I will come and anic-your Souls and Bodies together, 
and.they will (hew you yhe way th Heaven, andJead 
you into your own habitatioos, thexe, and 4s ſitrely 
put you into poſlctſion: of Gloryg1as-1.am, goingito 
it for any {elf 3 and, in theqrcan timc,. 1. evil 

take care of you in #ht way, 46d lend. my Spixit.t 
guige you, and bear you thartw it, avd my. Angels, 
When you are at. your Jouragys.cnd, ſhall receive your 
Souls, and bring them;unto me, that where I aniyau 
may he allo, Jo Job. 27% 246 ok 12% 26: hot gates 


4 the commonLove of Clu; thvghety pou 
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the Unſeurchable Rirhes of Chriſt, £49 
Love.cati there” he than the Engagements af-Chiill's 
Heart, to get all his Childree> fought hone Ws 
ven, that they lay be ovtr | wichiim, and d qurGe of 
bloory tay 15. Foe os |  2wlgeror'y 
wit rl bb gegen 
bj; 4 ha Ton +> ; ES 56d T T Tn 


"CHAS, /K) 
M1 


ina Pula draxw from CESS 
Cl 11 OY r 40m 71 


(1 Al. 09" [; us 3 TH 
Riot: Gcng\'1 1 I 4 0 :1:5lib zido 
Firſt, 'W hat'reaſon have Sinnexs' riever 20. 
et;' till the Lqrd Joſus become! their Friend, 
havean Interak ods (petial Lye, Alas, paor Sowls 


7 Kh pd eee vr he 


EE 


uncrs, 15: he Land an ben, the 

Ces Coral e is powtipar iis 

« Fountai}aY6al of Watce thaz {ſpringeth wp-40 Life 

Eternal. : Ordheni lþbbous after: au Iraertht in-ghis Love 

of Cheiſtyqhat Awings Salvation; Put away the Evil 
of ang > 66” to:Cheilt's counts, xecrive birp 

_ vr by Faith 5 :obey his Vaice, akodium ty. 

be thy Load-ard:[3ad, and thou thabt OEIES #} 


mi Norte Fen what an homie ting i-it wp 


hate 'Chrilh?Bojy nnexculable will Sioners Evunity 
<gainit himibe — Judgmant; Jin - 
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Prov. = All they that bate me love'Death, Paton) 

$490 Bal. 132;18, Nab.1.2. } + 115% 4 aught 
3dly; Then why ſhould Bclievers take up ſuch hard: 


PLar 4 of Chriſt Iſa. 2a hy fayeſt thou,0 Fares) 
my way is bid from the and my fudgment is 
over == my oe; ? that is, my "Con ition, rey ee, 
my Soul is out of God's tho ts: He takes no notice 
IA eres what becomes of me : And my Fudgment 
God'sjadging'my Cauſe, his Gicheivg abd 

helping my oppreſſed Soul, is gone from me;'or he hath 
laidit aſide, he will not help me in my AMi&ion. This 
was $iorfs complaind, and:hard-thoughtb of God, 
this diſpleaſed him 3 Why ſayeft thon;'O Facob, 
fs if he ſhoutd' (ayy whit cauſe hatithou, mm 

ſe,' to entertaity/ ſuch harſh conceptions of my 

? - what Iniquityhkſt-chou found in'1he?.- what 
wrong have I dongtheb ? ! Have Inoe-bbrw-thee frodt 
he b, - and carticd/thee all the dayes of: oh4 
Lodl back totheRedSea,and: tothe YVilderteſs,nwhio 
cafcd for'thee there? 'Call co.mind'ithe Mannaand:the 
Rock, the Bread arid Water on the Way ;-T'ſbfſtred 
nine to do thee hart ——_—_— theoout of the hands 
of all thy Enemies, pity wr ning 
Thus have I been thy bom:thy' on up; 
why ſayclt thou theh, wor is kid fror the Lord? 
O Ffacob; thou doft Ht roxcenſure tn&(oc{everely - 
this the tcquital-of dll:amy love and! kindneſs. to 
hitherto ? Repent ofitheſe  ihjurious appt, 
and purmore favourable' contirudtions on my. wayess 
Gratious 'Souls have no reaſon tolppejadge! the Heart 
of Cheriſt,-and cenfure/him of. unkl and/neglh. 
gence : for *tis impoſſible he ſhould his 
T(a.49.45. He hath/paid 'toordear for! theyi/to doo : 


They have coſt his/ Blood, wr pam "ater 
Troablcs, many 'Worders; and willlhe zejc&t them 


ter 


A a. ar bf, Fog rt net, tte: 


The Onftarchable Riches of Chriſt. gg 
ter all ?''O no} He hath'engravers them on the Piles” 
of his hands, ker cannot but ſee, SOS 
cure their names,” 1/2. 49. _—_— ook 
hands, but muſt remember vl 
my ſelf, ſhould 1-forger thee: thou att ſet 'as a 
upon my Heart; 'and thy Walls-are continuallybefore 
me: that is;«though thy ProteQion' be -gone for” @ 
rime, and | have left thee to the Will of thine Enes 
mies, yet F'will redeem and ſecure thee, I will raiſe 
ap' thy Walls, *and re-cſtabliſh- thy Sctatez for. ry 
Walls are before me, though-thou (eeft thenywor;”L 
can and will preſerve them; thou” art Weak "bit"h 
am ſtrong, I faint not though thou fainteſt;-Famne- 
ver weary though thou art tyred,/'and as {ureas I have 
Strength, I will give it thee; chey that wait on the 
Lord (hall renew their Strength, Iſa. 40. 28; Again; 
you cannot ſee the'way to get out of your T 
your Wiſdom is non-pluſi, but mine is not ſoz There 
penrt wr s. þA ot rs O then do nor give 
up thy Hopes O 'Fatob; or conclude I have forgotten 
thee : He hath promiſed he'will not caſt off his Peo- 
ple, nor leave” them -comfortleſs, 1 Sam.” 12. 22, 
Job. 14. 18, And be'is not as a man that be.ſhould iye; 
&c. Numb. 23. 19.” He hath given them his Seal co 
it, 2 Cor, 1. 22, gk 30. Nothing can ſeparatehis 
love from them, Kom. 8, 35.38, 39. * 

Objedt. 'But'T am afraid IT am none of Chrifts, nov 
bave the Spirit, becauſe of the Filthineſs, Obdurateneſs, 
and Irregularity of 'my Heart. 

Anſwer,” everithou hadfi the Spirit,” thou haſt it 
Rill, Fob 4414.'Ifa. 59. 21. Gracions Souls ma 


{ometimes ſettn to themſelves to be carnal, and < 


under Sin, Rom. 7. 14. They may not ſee any 'gnod - 
thing dwell in-them, ver. 18, but be like to ttie ilain 
L'3 ; that 


wo = The Bd Treafart;. Age.) -1 
that'lye-it the Grave, Pſat, $8. 5.,Sd Hemor thought 
himfelf;orie free. among: the dead, whom! the Lond 
ould-xornember no mare: in tbe Winter there's lite 
| devidbht difference b&ween the living, 1d the-dead 
Trce - neither &. theje betwixt a; Saint and a Sionen 
mtiome-of Deſertion, ad Temptation 3: God's Chile: 
dren; may. be led captive. by -Sm,/ and; brought into; 
Boudagei by  thitir/ Lufts, Rom. 7; 2 39; anil; thery "tis 
bard tb/fay, how unlike they are 'tQ then! that -yies 
net; knew God! and. therefore, 'Chtifiian judge 
fotithy: felt by. thy! changeable: Frames, it thay 
doſt riot xepetht of thy Change, thy leavitig thy old 
Counks! ard chuſmg] God and Grace, 14 Corinth. 
tO. If thow dolt,not approve of any Sin, or feceetiy 
love thy hlhy ways, Romans 7. 15s 20. WH the 
Heart be diſconteyted with thy ſtate ot back-fliding] 
and longfth. attcy,a retuwen to thy reſting; place, then 
tho art gracious, Fer. 31, 18. Pfal. 14-7. If. thaw 
doſt tnd x Wart berwixt thy Membess and thy Mind, 
the Law of the Spirit, of Life warring againſt the Law 
of Sin and. Death, thy! ſate-is good, Rom, 7. 21, 2d 
2:3z Gah 5, x7. The Plehs Injteth apninft the Spirits 
gnd th: Spirit againft the Fleſh, and theſe ara co / 
one to tbe other, (ia) The ward notes a vehes 
ment and continued Hehire, -a Debre which is lilt inf 
Acticno, and woxking til we have it accomplitht,not 
» kudden Motion. or momentary Pajlipn, Look how. 
Corruption! avd Luft works againit Grace, ſa-doth 
Grace apain(t Corruption, for ' theſe two are contrary, 
(»Tirtz7as): the one lays Seigt again the! other, as 3 
Souldier in a; French againtt a Fort, Now if it 'be 
fo with thy Soul, that thou tndelt in it two: panties; 
as Twins in the Womb oppoting each other, and-daft 
experience ſonetbing in thy Wall againſt Siny as well 
as 
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the Unſrcable Rice of Cr TT 


to Ro_ ror was 
eſt as much: Fe recon freed Sin as Gn Hell wet 
thy Heart cannot be at peace whili: che Body'-of Fin: 
remains in thee,; then life up thy head, O Soul; Judg/ 
ment ſhall be bxought fosth to Victory, and the. top» 
ſtone ſhall in due-time be laid with ſhouting, : Ge 
Grace! to it. 

Fourthly, Then you. that are Chriſt's, take heed 
you abuſe not his Love, Rows. 6.15. What then 7 Shdll 
we fin becauſe we are not under the Law but nnder Grace 
God forbid, That is, (hall we yield our Souls» to the 
Service of Sing as verſ. 16, or. give a willing Conſens 
to the Commitlſion of it ? fotbid 3 is, far 
be it from us, noting it to be. a vile and marſ 
thing, to Sin under Grace, and againſt Gractz this 
is a moſt difingenuous thing to abule love, and vequite 
Evil for Good; it is moſt unjuſt to injure him: thetf 
loveth you, *tis a D—_ Sin, and will have a bitter 


morn, and Peter, get by abuling divine Love? A 


\ Fifty, Admire Chriſt's » his love -is _ 
Knowledge, you uſe to admire things 
RR and beyond your reach, bat what more 
miraculous and unpardlel's 0 than this, That the Lord 
of Glory who: hath Angels at his Service, ſhould. {ct 
his AﬀeQtions on poor palluted Duft and Aſhes, on 
Fleas and: Worms, as 4brabam and David achnow- 
ladged themalolves to be, me ons cn. 
a$ tho Lord;Jelug ſhould fall in love with fo. | 
_ —— —————— 
+ 
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Riches, Vertue nor Horiour, and be enamoared:of 
him ſo greatly, as to take him into his/Boſom, and? 


4 conjugal Relation with himſelf ; *cis (u Hods = 
a Miracle, that *tis Gaid, he ſhall be admired” of at 
that kclieve wherr he comes, 2 Theſ. 1. 10. O' Chis 
Kiats gather in all your Valuations from Creatures! 
for-your Greator and Redeemer, Iſa. 63. t. m1 
| Sixthly, Adventure on the Love of Chriſt, {wim 
, oritheſe deep Waters, roll your (elves on theſe divine 
Depths, and contide'in his new Covenant love, for: 
*tis unchangeablc love to the end 3 matyy waters cars 
not quench'it, Cant. 8.7, Teult his Love (I fay) 
in the way of Obedience, Foh. 14. 21.23. If his 
love be free, then *tis not for your ſake, Demt. 7. 17; 
Not for your Beauty or Holineſs, but for his own! 
good Pleafure, Of bis own Will begat be us, Jam.'1 
18. He loves you Believers, becauſe you are his own; 
Fob. 13.1. And becauſe it hath pleaſed him to make* 
you his-people, 1 Sam. 12. 22. If he loves thoſe that! 
tove him, then ſurely he will kindly reſent the Arden 
cy.of thy Aﬀections to him; O adventure on this 
Love. W 
Seaventhly, love him who hath ſo loved you, z Fohi 
& 19. Pſal. 31.23. O love the Lord all ye bis Saint 
The Reaſon is laid down from the 19. verſe to this, 
(> how'great i thy Goodneſs rebich thou haſt laid up fot' 
them that fear thee, &c. . The greatneſs and Excelleney- 
of Chrift's Love deſerves yours z Q love him at all 
rimes, and in all things, with-a free, ſupream, fieadyy | 
rational, and expreſſed love, - M1 
Laſtly, Be full of love'to others for Chriſt's ſakez 
Eph. 5, 2. Walk in Love as Chrift alfo bath loved youty 
1 Fob. 4.11. Love all men, ſuch a' love'is in Godf 
he lov'd the World, Foh. 3. 16, and every Creatue 
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it; ſuch a Philanth 

whey men come oe Knowle of Ee 

that they mi 1 Tim. 2,4. 

mies, Mat. rt ſo did Chrift = he | 


forgive them, Luke 23. 34: 0y 
5. 1, Eph. 6.24. 


CH AP. 1X1. 


The r__ Excellenc paſt Chriſt 5 WY Pity 
opened an d diſplayed in the jeveral'A83 of ir, 
both to $ aints and Sinners. : 

Yn Diſcovery of the Sweetneſs of Cinitts 

Won is, 

Thirdly, His Pity, this 1s lookt an 
excellent Qualification, and that which pon hn 
ſon lovely atnong men, Rom: 5.7. For. feartely for a 
righteous man wilt one dye, yet commer for a 620d 
man ſome would event dare to dye: for a jult _ 
that is fri and rigid in his Life and matters © 
ſtice, none' Will” dyez3 but for a good man, that 1 is 
for a bountiful, liberal man, for'a BenefaQtor ('(aich 
wes fora Friend Clich nn ſome nn even 

are to dye SA 10n ren 

lovely and arniable 'in'the Sight of Heathens : Ao 

one calls a mercifiil man a precious nd Os 

ther makes hirri'equial' to God, God 

Metcy above Sacrifice, Mat. 9. '13- This 1 

opened to Moſes as 3 of yy L, 54.4 6. 

The Lord God merc Ll egy Avd this 

mercifulneſs is pl of Chrift, as Mc 

"i and cer ma Nt Het render him elorious, 


and 
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of his unſcarchable Ric 
Th is full ns —_ 


e Scripture is ; 
JaÞ= Os Dread, 2.17. 
Guan foecial Rogue to the Prie(t. under 7 
Law; that he ſhould be one who might have Com: 
on the Ignorant, and them that are out 
the way, Heb. 5. 2. Therefore the high-prieſt muſt be 
a Man, not an Angdl, thet fo he being ſubject to In 
firmitics, to Sins, and Weakneſſes hoſell he t 
\ upon. ochers in- the like 


Dext. 10. 19. Love ye _—_ fn Fengers for ye 
were Syrangers in the Land of 
Aliin ftv perſon for pie 
fore, our Lord took our =_ ay __ 
_ with the ſarne Infircniaies (Sir fin ewhyien: 

t be able to have Cam on others | 
nary in that Os, at as ls 


active in ſuch laborious work-for Sinners, as offering 
of Gifts and Sacrifices wg if he bye cot tendes 
Bowels towards 
& Chit ml ee bc 5 ons wh 
ion, &c word is ſignihcant, *tis i 
Original (w7proneheiy) to _ 
ding to the Mcaſure and P 


: Parew rend 


pelin,”: monly ary if he. 
to the uttermoſt,, he mult cver live to make latcicalliu 


| 

] 

| 
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b 
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Hp ng orc motaens/of in whith 

ways help. and nn 0 nd atiey 

But this Chrifi,wHl nor do,/if he; wants 


Jam.5.11. The Lord is ſaid 29 0 
mercies ( 79vtrAey, v0 ) of many is nas 2. 


cator, multum viſecralix » much: howelful, all 
from inwasd decp. Bowets (xe! #«1igawr ) The —__ 
to pity with the Bowels of a Mother, 16 bd 
compalhon : So Arftims He i ricb/i» eoerey, Bip - nope 
Great in Quantity, and Choice in Quality, gzcat Mex- 
cy, and choice Mercy. Pſabi4. t. :dccording td the nenl- 
titude of thy tender Mercier, The word K ,multizade, 

ies Qualivy as well as Quagtity : many Mercies; 
wr Mezcics :\ Mercits 4 Rachamine :; *Tis fuch 
love and pity. as Mothers beat'to the fruit. of: theie 
Womb, whictis fervent 4d&flamiing, The wotd hath 
no fingular manyber, becauſe there aro many marks of 
Mercy, ſaith Paſcetor. 

Now —_— of Chaiſt ligs in theſe two 

things. ; 

1. In bis £1 

2, In fu 


_Y his Creatures. 
anc rting them. 

Firſt, Pity Fab {ympathy iD it : an inward Heart- 
affeing ſen(>.of anothes's Evils, Pſa). 103, 13+ =_ 
a 4 Father pitieth bis children, ſo the Lord pitieth them 
that fear hind, Judgs 10: 16. Hin Saul <a —ee 
the Children of Iſtacl. The:word 
nee BnN toes 
*Tis en by and 
prehenkons bf njeo!:. As nan killed. wh arch hes | 
Breali is ſiraitried, that he-cin fadrcely breathe Ie de» 
notes how rnuchy the-Lotd: Jeſtis is-afſeted with tus 
miſeries of his People, Heb. 4-15. He is {aid tb be 
touched with, the Fdlow-feeling of ous Infarmities; 
ovxruhre, ſuffering with us. — 
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ſuch a fellow- feeling of*the Evils of his People, as thats 
he reſents their troubles as his own. © He' is renders 
hearted,” and every miſery of theirsreacheth his Soul] 
But this hath been {ſomewhat treacediof befogz, > 1 1 
Secondly, Readineſs to:ſupply, and ſapport others 
in their Miſery 3-and' this is eminently manifcſediw 
the-Lord Jeſus, 1. - 20. The Lord was ready to fad 
me. Men fometimes have a hand, but no heart 
may help, but will not; they only ſay, Go and be fedy 
and/be cloath'd, &c. Others have a'heart, bur io 
hand 3 they have not to fupply the needs 'of otherg'y 
their Cruſe of Oyl,and Barrel of Meal will xeach butis 
little way : beſides, there may be ſome Caſes in whight 
Men or' Angels cannot help, 'Pſal. 142. 4. 7 looked: 
my right hand, and behold, there was rio nan would [ 
me,&c.But there can be no Condition in which Omni# 
potencytails to help, Heb.7.25. Fer.32.27. And Chrifh 
15 as rcally willing as able to ſave: Heisan inexhauft 


ed Fountain of all good. Sufficit qunibtus (ſaith Pas 


reus nec ſufficit tantumſed dat liberaliffime. Dives Ot 
( ſaith the. ſame Author )- ſufficieatis'&-/ affettu : He is 
good, and doth good : Hefecds, gathers,'carries. leads; 


his poor infirm Flocks, when they mott Rand in need 
of him, T4. 40. 11, When they arexcady-to faint for- 
want; he opens a Well, and fills their Bottles :- wht” 
they wander from their - relting-place, he- ſends his 
Dogs; and'gathers them to his Fold ; ' when they art 
weary, and can go no further, he takes them into-his 
Arms and carries them: when they arc hungry, he 
feeds) them, when they are naked, he cloaths thems 
when they are ſick, the vifits them, - when they are-ill 
Priſon, he comes to them :1-He giveth to his*People” 
richly all things-to enjoy; Tam 6,17, He exhibits;0n” 
yields our, all things; (not ſome-things only) and that+ 
richly too: pleatitully, not'in Title only, bat in Frub* 
ion * 
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tion alſo, Heb, 4+ 16, He giveth Grace 
of necd : He ſends I) ſcaſonable ie topjo 
time : (COInar) This 
call, to he\phim-aſloon MAN we to 
to his uceoup :{0,doth Chiift,. He is a pa 
time of need, Fſal. 46:1. When they can holds 
longer, he will xelieve their Siggez when 
to periſh, he will Gep in betwixgithem; 
gn, 1 Cor, 1013, And this he doth; Solon ge 
heart, that feels, and (hares-in-theic Dangers....;Þ 
Believer ! lex thy Condition be 6: ned Ss | 
Jeſus hath, an open heart, and hand, for thy jhelp, Ic 
may be, men; may-hardeo their, hearts again} 
good men may.cake little notice. of thee, Priett and, 
vite paſs thee by, and will not know thy Soul ou 
Yerſity 3 but yet, comfort th poo Bonita 
in Heaven, that grieves with, 
open Treaſures.to ſupply C_ | 
Now this pitifal Nature of. Chriſt appears 
particulars, both 3 Saints wt To: 
Firſt, In after their Concerns, 
"Tis ſaid, thatGed ed upon the Chi arcend "f 
and had refpe unto them. This'is an a& 
look after the welfare of angther, Merciful | 
his Sons were iti danger,ſent Nuwd.to look afte 
1 Sam. 174 k$. $ais the heart of Chrilt congerp'd ip 


jen 


"7 
. 


the wellarenLtvaPoople, L\Þe$<3-12. The eyes 
Lord axe over:the;right Ears jad 
their Prayer : He kgows their Souls in Adve 

kders theirc. and. Jooks's 


na Sy 
pity, 7s 7 
Se? Oy nwhat 


158 - \The Beff Treafire, Oh, > 
matter trot what become of thor, yet tk lies 
reth for them. ! 6h So ev 
"Secondly, In nIting to proven Evils. 
is atjothitr a&t' of L 7>ock as we may (ee by \Mordeodi ating 
Eftber. A Ureddf was near to | i «Ds 
Rang rw Gethem al in one day4 
Tg of this, how mduſtriouſly dodh 
with Vibe to improve allher Intereſt 
lands Efb. 4.8, 13; 14. Chriti 
ro any Dangcts impending on hi 
Is ftir him 6 4 employ his —— 
re them. And'thishe doth, 71 | 
mo By warning them of their Danger. win 
them alarms, and News them ares Wat 
when their Enemies are near, Exch, 3,187) Heb. ry 
being warned of God, 8c. 8&0 | i Matob, 2. 
was witned of God iri a dreamto Ace into Egyps, 
Sl was in danger-of Herad's bloody 
11, Turn you; t1urh you from 'yous; wicked js 
by will you He, O bionſs of Trae 189 
, By keepingtheir hearts from Armas 


ons, when they are like to prove'da 
gal with *Foſeph, Gen. 39. 9% = 
> ir fallin i rey leſſerEvils, to try, 
utnble them 3 the Sin avill/ bly oces- If 
flon d'great difhrmotit t&-God, anden the-findl Y ' 
eſtate Of theit pag afully Le | 
reventii Gracd't theix to 24 he m 
with king hem back} wiikin twkth 
dly, t On 
my ny bl This Davids Ret baba 
Fe rontiny RN eds Wrecte Als 
m into | aciouſly- 
to kim his Termningly contradifory Provider 
es, | Sam. 2.4: 4, 5, 8." Pſeli79\ 0; 4407. gr 


; Thirdly, Another-aft%of his pity:is, His being ſoon 
affected with the Evils of his People, Zocbe 2.8, g.:Hh 
pple of: mine eye.. His Saul 


becauſe the | Jews wert'us 


= _ (hephcr Mark, & 115? 1 tt 
A thly, Als vititing them in their. diftrefſes : pr 
58:4 &F; of love and pity, Matth. 25. 36. T.bave 
hich, and ye viſited me, Joh. 14-18, Joh. 20.19. Exod, 
3d, A merciful nature will ſhew it ſeltin viſiting (udh 
25-are afflictcd 5 If others be lick they will go {ce them, 
and: condole with, them: they will, go. rather; toithe 
houſe:of mourning, than to the houſe of feafting, Ee 
.cleſ. 7»2 They come difireſſed : al 
fuch-i enderneſs af. Chriſt's heart; that he chuleth 
the,company vt che miſerable ; If his People be in the 
'Watcr;avd in the Fireche will be with chern, 1/2.43-4 
If they be calt out of the Synagogues, perſecuted, and 
deſerted for his ſake; he will find thom/out, ahd keep 
them £ampany, Feb. 9.35, If they be caſt on ſick beds, 
\hewill fic by them 3 it they cannot through trow 
ieiths will.it up with, them 3 when 
and dejected, hewill come and ſeathem.1. | | + 
Fifthly, His comforting them in their Troubles: 
He: isthe; E ather of Mercies, and God of-all Comdoit, 
'who.camforceth us in.all our Tribulation. Coololds 
ting is anc a& , of ,pity: to: thoſe that are.in trouble 
n ye:s. So Fob's F'yiends, when. they had heard 
. of all the Evil-that was come upenhimghey came cue- 
xy one {rom his plage- to mourn with him,and to cory 
fort hims, Herein lics qapgb of Chritt's pity. cohis Pots 
_ple, be would not have. them ſwallowed up of oma 
much grief, 2 Cor. 2. 7. When they are caft'dov 
charges his Meſſengers to ſpeak comfortably to wy” 
E a, 
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Iſa. 40. 2. When he br is People into the Wi. 
derne(s, he will fpeak'cr y to them, Hoſ 2:1 
Iſa. 66.13. m_— 18, This is part of ' $ 
Interceſſion in Heaven, that the Fa would fend 
the Comforter to them, Job. 14. 16. And part of iis 
laſt counſel that he left with them, was, That they 
would be of good cheer, oh. 16.33. Foh. 14. 1., He 
began his Sermon with a Ufe'of Comfort,” Lee noe 
your hearts be troubled, &c. and here he cloſeth the ſame 
with a word of Comfort. And indeed, the whole of 
Chriſt's Fare-wel Sermon, was Conſolation to his 
People : He: would not. have them'be in Heavinefs 
longer than need did require, Pet.1.6. but commands 
them to rejoyce evermore, 1 Thef: 5. r6. 

Sixthly, His counſelling them in all caſes, wherein 
they fiand _ of his Advice pm have Line 
upon line, and Precept upon Precept, that t 
bs with to Salvation 4 and therefore he ; ied th 
wonderful Counleltor, 1/2. 9. 6. Pfal: 16.7. T bleſs the 
Lord, who bath given me connſel.- Connſet ( faith” 4inſ- 
worth ) ghout my Sufferings, and the Glory that ſhall fol- 
low, Job 36.8, 9,10. Adverſity ſometimes is God's 
Univerſity 3 and, Sebola Crucis ( faith Luther ) is 
Scbola Lucis : Myſterious Truths many times ſpring 
out of Affliction-depths. - 

Seventhly,- His giving to them, and forgiving of 
them, Pity hath open” hands, and firetcht out arms. 
Chriſt hath left a large witneſs of his liberality,t Tim. 
6.17, Who giveth richly all things ts enjoy, Men 
ſparingly, but Chriſt bountifully z hoy evils Oe 
ned hearts, but he with open bowels ; they ſometimes 
in Reverfſion, but he in poſſeſfion. And he doth nor 
only give,but forgive, Mie.7.18. Who is a God like nnto 
thee, that pardons iniquities,&c? Exod. 3 4.6. Pſal.86.5. 
Thou Lord art good, and veady to forgive, Numb. 14.20. 

M 1 Joh, 
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: Joh.2, 1. They runfhto debt, and he diſchargeth 
them : They do, as it were, write down their Iniqul- 
ties, and he blots them out. Now, Are not theſe ad- 
mixable demonſtrations of his Pity, and affeQionate 
compaſlions- of his tender Bowels towards his 'Peg- 
ple ? (i 

Secondly, He hath infinite Pity for his Enemies ; 
Mercy and good will for Sinners, Lake 6. 35. This 


appears, 

Firſt, In his bearing with them, and forbearing of 
them, Rom. 9.22. Endured with much long-ſuffering the 
veſſels of wrath fitted for — How doth che 


- Lord ſuffer the vileſt of men to live, and that very 
' long ? Lo, I have come theſe three years looking for fruit, 


- Lord bear with the Ten 


—_— 


Luke 13.17. Theſe forty years bave I been grieved with 
this People, Plal.g5.10. An hundred and twenty 

did he bear with that high and uncurable wickedneſs 
of the: firſt World, and that after it was come'to the 
full, Gen. 6. 3. Four hundred years did God bear with 


the ſins of the Amorites, even after he had given Abri 
ham their Land, Gen. 15. 13, 16, How long did the 


ribes after their Apoſtalie 
from his pure Service ? even the ſpace of two hud- 
dred and hfty years 'in which time there were Nirie- 
teen Kings, and all wicked men,. walking in the fieps 
of Feroboam. O ! the flownels of God: to Anger, even 
againſt his Enemics, that dare-him to: his very Face, 
yea, that trample his Glory under. foot, and that eve- 
ry day, yea hour 3 and yet God ſpares them ta old 
Age many times. Alas! how ſoon are we angry at 
.our Enemies, and if but {lighted a lirtle, ready with' 
the Diſciples to call for Fire from Heaven, to canſume 
thoſe that receive us not, Luke,9.54. But the Lord! Je- 
{us jsnot ſo, he waiteth that he may be gracious; and 
his long-ſuffering leadeth to Salvation. hw | 

ond- 
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Secondly, His maintaitiing 6f ther, and that ſome». 
times at the higheſt rate, giving ther Hohour and - 
Riches, Proſperity and Favour. Pharoab ruſt have 2 
Kingdom, and yet an Enemy to his People : Nebhw- 
ns an Ernpire's Fhaſwerw an hundred twens 
ty and ſeven Provinces ; Craſhs vaſt riches, and Sar- 
pow delicate Pleaſures. All the Creatures are 
preſled at their Service 3 the Air, Earth, and Sea are 
ranſack*t to fatiate their Luſts, Hoſe 11. 2, 3, 4+ He 
feeds and cloaths, helps and profpers his greateſt Ene- 
_ and all to heap up Is of Fire -upon their 
heads. "I 
Thirdly, His affeQionate ſeeking their Salvation. 
This was his Errand into the World, he carne to fave 
Sinners, 1 Time.1.15. Loſt Sinnets, Matth.18.1 i. Blogs 
dy Sinners, Ezek, 16.6. Blind Idolaters, Afr ma 
Cruel Perſecutors, Air, 9. 4. Wicked Sorcerers, Ads, 
8. 9. Theſe the Lord Jeſus ſeeks to ſave 3 he ſends 
his Goſpel, fo invite them to come unto hitm, Marth. 
11, 28, Yea, beſceches them, 2 Cor. 5, 20. Makes 
large promiſes to thern, if they will return, Ta. 55. 7- 
Af. 3.19. Yea, how doth the Spirit ftrive with Sin- 
ners, that they may be ſaved 3 Reaſons with thern, 
Why will you dye ? Come, let us reaſon together, I{a.1.18; 
Why wilt thou not ſuffer me to ſave thy Sonl, and to niaky 
thee happy to all Eternity ? Poor Sinner! I haves real 
mind to do thee good, an affettionate kindneſs foy thee 3 IT 
came from Heaven to fave ſuch 4s thee. Behold my bands 
and my feet, ſee how my heart bleeds for thee : Behold, how 
ready my purchaſe is, yonder 4 thy fait Eftate, if thos 
wilt be mine. Lift up thine eyes t0 thoſe Manſionts, Crowns 
and Thrones ; all theſe fhall then be hike : See thoſe 
yt Garments, covlſent to mie, and tho ſhalt weir 
thy filthy Rags, or lye in thoſe pinching ſtraits 10 longer; * 
tha ſhalt lodge no more in na ftinking ——— 

M 2 ; 
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Lugſts : O poor Sinner ! why wilt thou ftand in thy own 

light, and ſlight this offer, which thou mayeſt never bave 1 
made thee more ? Lo, how-my Bowels move towardg4hee,\ 
ſee bow my Arms are open'd to thee, Be mine, and I will, 
be thine 3 My Kingdom ſhall be thine, my Friends will be. 
thine, my. Servants ſhall be thine : My Angels ſhall pro-, 
ted thee, yea, attend thee , my Creatures ſhall maintain, 
thee, my Wiſdom ſhall guide thee, my F aithfulneſs ſhall: . 
keep thee, my Power ſhall be laid ont for thee, my Love, 
ſhall delight thee, my Honour (hall adorn thee, and my; 
Treaſure ſhall enrich thee : T will be a loving Hwusband to: 
thee, I will provide all good things for thee; T will rejoyce; 
over thee, T will forget the wrongs thou haſt done me, I 

will requite thy Unkindneſs with Kindneſs, and draw thee 
with cords of Love : with- cords ( ſaith one ) woven and 
ſpren out of my very Heart and Bowels, O miſerable Cais, 
tiff ! embrace my Counſels, liſten thine Ears to Heaven 
gate, and hear the melodious Muſick that is there made by 
refined Spirits , why, wilt thou rather lye with damned 

bowling Devils, than fing Hallelujab's, and the Song of 

the Lamb with ſaved Souls ? Accept of me, and unchange- 
able Glory, unſpeakgble Priviledges, and Rivers of Plea- 
ſures ſhall be thine. Thus doth the Lord Jeſus woo 

poor periſhing Souls to be happy : and. is not this 

Pity indeed ? 

Fourthly, His readineſs to reccive them when they 
come to him : No ſooner do they open the door 
but he comes in, Rev. 3. 20. If any man open the 
door, I will come in unto him. No ſooner doth the Pro- 
digal return, but his Father meets him 3 yea, runs to 
meet him, as if he could never come ſoon enough at. 
him, Lake 15,20. Mercy is upon the wing, when it 
comes to receive returning, Sinners. No {ooner did 
Ephraim repent, but God repented, too 3" As ſoon as 
he faid, Twrn thow me, God 1aid, He,ſhall be ye 

, wacn 
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when he cries, Thow art the Lord my God, preſently 
God Anſwers, Ir he not a pleaſant Child ? So willing 
is Chriſt to receive returning Sinners, as that he pro- 
miſcth he will in no wiſe caſt them out, Foh. 6. 37. 
Yea, if they cannot come unto him, he will go and 
fetch them, and if they cannot go, he will draw 
them, Joh. 6. 44. þ 

Fifthly, His great Joy when he hath obtain'd them; 
The Father of the Prodigal keeps a Ft, and makes 
merry when his loſt Child is found, Lake 15, F324 
Pſal. 104. 31, The Lord ſhall rejoyce in his Works, 
and this he doth when he hath finiſhed them, Heb.4.4. 
But there is nothing the Lord Jeſus Chriſt takes more 
pleaſure in, than in the Redemption of Souls, Prov. 
8.31, He delighted in the habitable parts of the 
Earth. This you vvill find further amplified in the 
Parables of the loſt ſheep, and loſt piece of Silver, 
Luke 15. from verſe 4. to 11. 


CHAP. XIL- 
The Improvement of the Pity of Chriſt, by way 


of Terrour, Encouragement, and Advice. 


RE there ſuch deep, and large Bowels of Pity 
in Jeſus Chriſt, not only towards his Friends, 
but his very Enemies ? Then here is, 

Firſt, Terrour to [mpenitent Sinners. Ah, Souls ! 
hovv fearfully great is your Sin, being a plain defi- 
ance to the Mercy and pity of Chriſt : Every "Tran(- 
grelfion of yours is a kicking the very Bovvels of Mer- 
cy, and a ſtab at the Heart of Divine Pity : O! hovy 
vile are your Iniquities,vvhilſt vvithout Chriſt ! They 
are no leſs than a deſpiſing of the Riches of theMer- 
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cy and Goodneſs of God, which would have led you 
to Repentance, and a treaſuring up of Wrath againſt 
the day of Wrath, Rome. 2. 4,5. O Sinners! you run 
on ſcore in abuling of the highelt Mercy that ever 
was, you provoke your belt Friend againſt you : Alas! 
Who can help you if Mercy it fclf becomes your Ene- 
my ? The Bowels of Chrilt are your laſi Aſylum, if * 
this door be ſhut againſi you, Farewel Souls 3 and 
can _y_ hope that Mercy will plead for you, when 
rejeced by you, or will not God hear the Complaint 
deſpiſed Mercy think you ? Sinners, the Compalſi 
on of Chriſt ſhall come forth at the laſt day, and ſay, 
I would. have ſaved that Soul, but it would not,how 
often would I have gathered it,but it rcfifted ? Mat.23. 
37. I offercd to pay it's Nebts, and to get him an 
Acquittance in the Court of Heaven, bnt he refuſed 
itz I would have ranſom'd him from Death to Lite, 
and adopted him to an Inheritance in Glory, but he 
would not ; I would have ſtamp'd the divine Nature 
on him, and brought him into the Likeneſs of the 
Lord of Glory, but he would not; I would have put 
down his Name in the book of Life, and fſecur'd his 
Title to Heaven, but he would not; I called, he 
would not anſwer ; I perſwaded, he refuſed I be- 
ſeeched, he deſpiſed, I ſtrived, he reſiſted ; and now 
Juſtice, into thy hands do I deliver theſe rebelligus 
Souls, to be dealt with according to the Threatnings 
of the Goſpel and Severity of the Law, that my 
Wrongs may be avenged. O! what a terrible Com- 
plaint will this be ? Sinners, tremble then at the 
Thoughts of your abufing divine Mc x-y. 

Uſe 2, Of Encouragement to dejected Souls, It 
there be ſuch tender pity in the Lord Jeſus, O then 
take Courage hence to hope for Mercy 3 theſe Mercies 
of Chriti are infinite, boundleſs and bottles Q 

what 
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what a ſtock of Mexcy is in him, for troubled: Souls: - 
to trade upon, what unfathonied Deeps are there-in 
divine Compaſſions, enough to ſerve all thy Tums: 
and Neceſſities; have thy Sins been many? The free 
Gift is of many Offences to Juſtification, Rom. 5. 6, Of 
the Offences of ma s, be they never fo ma-. 
ny, or the many Offences of one , there js-ver-» 
tue enough in this free Gift of the Blood of Chrift/for 
the pardoning them all, if ſuch return: he (ſaith one} 
that had love enough to give us Chriſt, hath Bowels 
enough to give us pardon: believing Souls ſhall never 
dye tor Debt,if the Bowels of Chriſt hath wherewith- 
al to pay it 3 O! what Shifts will tender Parevts-make 
to keep their indebted Children out of Prifon? T hey. 
will beg and borrow of others, pinch themfclves, and 
ſpare what they can, rather than their Children ſhall 
be undone : and ſurely the Mercy of Chriſt muſt needs 
make the moſt of his Blood and Obedience, of his 
Interceſhon and Satisfaftion, for the Pardon of his 
People. And therefore Daniel joyns Mercies and For- 
giveneſs together, Dan. 9. 9. Is thy Unworthineſs' 
great, and deſerveſt thou nothing but Wrath from 
God, O bear up thy Sinking Spirit on the Arm of 
Mercy, Mercy is in vain, and fignities m— if Ju- 
ſtice only muſt take place: halt thou abuſed - Mexcy 
and finn'd away the Favour of thy God ? Thou haſt 
loſt his Gift, but he hath not loſt his ggying,the Child 
{pils his Water and goes to the Well to fill his Pitch- 
er again : there is more Mercy (Q troubled Soul) in 
the deep Wells of Salvation, for thoſe that ſeek it. Ob. 
But I have provoked God to withhold Mercy. 4nf. 
Let me tell thee, Q diftreſſed Believer, there are For- , 
givings & well as Givings in the Bawels of Chriſt, 
and I know not which are greater: Are thy Wants 
many ? Be. of good chear, Mercy hath cnough to ſup- . 


M 4 ply 
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* ply them all, and is as free to give as able, ,and take 
this for thy Encouragement : Mercy never gives where” 
there are Deſervings. Are thy Griefs, Labours, Fears,'' 
Troubles, and Burdens great? Yet comfort thy (elf, 
Miſery and Mercy are a Kin, Mercy lives in the Cly- © 
mate of Miſery, and never thrives better than in Mi-' 
{ery's Ground 3, to do good to miſerable Creatures,” 
is Meat and Drink to Mercy, Fohn 4. 32. I have Meat 
t0-eat that you know not of. Rn 
Uſe 3. OfExhortation. Firſt, to periſhing Sinnersz 

make uſe of the Mercy of Chriſt whilſt you have itz/ 
now is -the acceptable time, the day of Grace, - the 
Seaſon of Viſitation ; now the Sun ſhines not only in 
Sion but on Sodom ; nay it hath ſtood ſtill on your Gz- 
beon for a Seaſon, Foſh. 10.12.13. O let not Mercy 
go, and leave you in yoyr blood, and let you lye in 
your Graves let not the Sun'of the Goſpel ſet on you, 
and leave you in inner Darkneſs, left outcr Darkneſs 
ſhortly ſeize upon you: believe ir, Mercy ſeems to be. 
near a Departure, it looks as it were, about to change 

Houſes,' to go from Gentiles to Fews, from Weft to 
Eaft, it ieems near ſetting in England, in. thele We- 

ſtern parts of. the World, Who knows how ſoon it" .. 
may ariſe in the Eaft ? O Sinners, don't you lye a 
bed in your Security, and let Mercy give you the flip, 
O chen you that are yet in your blood, under Wrath, 
in Danger of Jydgment; be adviſed to ſtrike in with 
Mercy, while *tis to be had, Iſa. 55. 6. while divine . 
Bowels yearn towards you, weep over you, and-wait | 
for you,  O turn in, andcloſe with Mercy, whiles it's _ 
face is unveil'd to you, it's Arms open'd to you, and 
before it hath breath'd it's laſt Breath to you ; believe © 
the Warnings and Treatnings of Mercy, bow and - 
ſtoop to the ConviQions of Mercy, receive the Ten- * 
ders thex:ot, obey it's Counſel, and perſeverc it it's © 
| way. 
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way be perſwaded Sinners this day, it may be the 
laſt time, I may beſeech you for Mercics ſake, to 
and live: and Oh! how dolcful will it be to out-live 
the day of Mercy, and poſſibility of obtaining Sal- 
vation, when the Angel of the Lord ſhall proclaim, 
Time (hall be no more, Time was, but now bpefr 
Secondly, to all Souls, both changed and unchang- 
ed, if the Lord Jeſus be ſo-pityful to you, O thed be 


not cruel to your own Souls, do not rob, cheat, and- 


cozen your own Souls, deprive them not of your own 
Mercics, Jonah. 2. 8. Don't conſent to thoſe ways that 
will rob you of all the Poſſibilities and Hopes of Sal- 
vation; O! the ſweet Comforts and Pleaſures that 


now you looſe for a few dirty Delights, Prov. 3. 17. + 


Think on the Subſtance, the tryed Gold, the rich 
Attire that you deprive your Souls of by refuſing to 


hearken to the Counſel of Chriſt, Rev. 3. 18. Dore - 
ſtarve your Souls by feeding on Husks, while the bread , 


of Life lies before you, this is Cruelty to them indeed, 
Luke 15. 16. #7, Do not wound, rend, and tare your 
Souls by crucl Luſts : he that fins hateth his own Soul, 
Prov. 15. 32. chap. 29. 24. Math. 16. 26, O the fad. 
Bruiſes that Sin gives, and the deſperate Gafhes it 
makes in the Sinners own Soul; 1a. 1. 6. Prov. 8. 36. 
Every Sin of thine (O carnal wretch) is adeadly blow 
on thy —_ : all thy carnal Plcaſures, thy merry 
jting Words, thy Swearing, Lying, Cheatin 

preſſing, and Conntats ches hs Stabs | bp 
Heart 3 it would be a barbarous fight to behold one 


a perlon torturing his own Soul ; do not ſell thy im- 
mortal Soul for a Lie, for that which is not, which 
will not profit in the day of Wrath, Rome. 6. 2 _- 
16. 19, Thus Elgab told Abab, 1 Kings 21.20, 

he ſold himſelf to work Wickedneſs, that is, he gave 


him- 


unmerciſully wounding another, much more to ſee * 
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himſelf wholly to the Service of Sin, as a Scrvant that 
binds himſelf over to anothers Buſineſs, Romr. 6, 16, 
Thirdly, To the Children of Mercy, whom the 
Lord Jeſus hath loved and waſhed in his own Blood : 
you that are choſen, called, juſtified, ſanQifed and 
idopted unto Glory, be exhorted, 

Firſt, be not hard-hearted to Chriſt, requite not 
his Pity with Cruelty, grieve not his Spirit, fadden 
not his Heart with your {inful and unſutable Walkings 

before him : no Sins make greater Wounds on the- 

Heart of Chriſt, than the Sins of his own Children 

Eph. 4. 30. O be not cruel to him who is ſo tender of, 

you, do not feed him with Wormwood and Gall 

who hath feafted you with Joy and Gladneſs, yea 
* with his own Heart blood, 

Secondly, Put on Bowels of Pity tawards others, 
Col. 3. 12, They that are cruel to others, (hall find 
God cruel to them, Fam. 2. 13. 

Thirdly, Adventure for God in the way of Duty, 
Pſal. 5. 7. Pal. 23.6. Pſal. 25.10... , 

Fourthly, Then let the Conſideration of Chrilt's 
Mercy comfort you under the World's Cruelty, and 
your greateſt Sufferings for Chriſt, Pſal. 57. 3. Eſte 


32. 7. 10. Pſal, 59. 17. 


F 


CH AP. XIIL 


Wherein is opened the tranſcendent Humility of 
Chriſt. | 


Nother part of this total Sum of Chriſt's peri» 
nal Treaſure, cbnſiſting in the Sweetneſs of his 
Diſpoſition, Is, | | 
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Fourth- 
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Fourthly, His Humility and Lowlineſs of mind, 
This is an excellent Vertue, and that which the very 
Heathens have eſteemed at a high Rate: 'tis a rare 
thing (ſaith Aretius ) and rare things are excellent ; 
Chryſoftom calls it the chiefeſt Vertue, the Salt that 
Gelons all other Excellencies, and the Beginning of 
all Good. If any (ſaith Au/tin) ſhould ask me what 
is the chiefeſt Vertue? I (hould ſay, Humility; what is 
the next? Humility, what is the next? Humility. 
The humble Soul (faich Manton) is God's ſecond,/ 
Heaven, 1/a. 57. 159) Of fo great a worth is all true 
Humility-in any, dpecially in Perſons of Height and 
Grandure : for thele to come dawn, and humble 
themſelves is exceeding high and noble. O then what 
is Humility in the high and lofty one, in the Lord 
of Glory and King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
yet this is part of Chriſt's Treaſure, Mar. 1 1. 29. Learns 
of me, for I am meok and lowly: He who belt knew 
himſelf, who is Truth ic ſelf and cannot lye, hath 
declared that he is lowly, and that not in Carriage, 
and external Shew only, but in Heart alſo : O what 
ſtupendigus wonder is this, that ſo glorious a perſun 
as the only beggtten Son of Gad thould be lowly in 
Heart ? I ſpeak not here of his divine Nature as God, 
though in that reſpeRt he is lowly too, Iſa. 57. 15. 
Though he inhabiteth the higheſt Heaven, yer he 
dwclleth allo in the lowelt Heart; yea *tis wonderful 
Condeſcenſion in God to behold the things that are 
f = in Heaven and Earth, Pſal. 113. 5, 6, But 1 treat here 
| ” Chrilt as Mediator, Gonepeny and ſo he is hum- #/ 
e and lowly in Heart, which will appear, if wecon- / , | 
ſider theſe —_— & mn = 
Firſt, His Humility whilſt he was on Earth. ana 
Secondly, His Humility now he; is in Heaven. ',, 
His Humility on Earth conſiſis, firſt, in WO .. £__— 
neſs 


th- 


172 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 


neſs (being God over all and Maker of all) to become | 
man his Creature this is ſtrange, that the Son of 
God ſhould be willing to be accounted, yea to become 
the Son of man, Heb. 2. 16. He did not take the Na- 
zure of Angels upon him, but be took on him the Seed of 
Abraham ;, ſo verſ. 14. Foraſmuch then as the Childrer” 
were Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, be likewiſe alſo him-. 
felf, took, part of the ſame, (xwx210rnme) He did freely 
receive their Communion-nature, or did freely com- 
municate with them in the ſame Nature: He took on 
him the Seed of Abraham, (immaufdrerar) he conſented 
to take their Nature, and therein to be their Avenger 
and Redeemer, as the word imports: O Humility? 
That this glorious Fehavab ſhould condeſcend to fo 
near a Union with man, a Creature fo low and of {@ 
ſmall Account, 1ſe. 2. 22. Pſal. 8. 4. A Creature'ſo 
*poor, deſtitute of all Good, and deprived of its Beaus 
ty, Strength, Riches, antl Glory, Pal. 140. 12. Rem, | 
3. 17. A Creature ſo filthy and vile, that it drinkethy 
up Iniquity as water, Fob. 15. 16. And a Creature 
ſo guilty before God, of Rebellion and high Treaſon, 
one that hath forfeited all his Mercies, and ſtands 
bound over to the juſt Sentence of Death and Cone 


demnation. | 

Secondly, in his Birth, He was born of mean and 
obſcure Parents ; Joſeph his Father was a Carpenter, 
he deſcended not trom perſons of the higheſt Dignity, 
but of low Eſtate, as Mary her felt acknowledge 
Licke 1.48. He was born in a Stable, and laid in'T 
Manger, Luke 2. 7, A contemptible place where braif 
Beaſts uſe to lodge and feed 3 he was worſhipped by 
the wiſe men of the Ef, acknowledged to be King 
of the Fews, and proclaimed to bs Saviour of the 
World by an Herauldry of Angels, and yet hath no 


» 


b:tter Cradle than a Manger, O unparcllePd Conde- 
Thirds 


ſceention! 


the Unſearchable Richer of Chriſt, 173 


Thirdly, In his voluntary making himſelf of no 
Reputation, and taking on him the Form of a Ser- 
yant, Phil. 2. 7. He did, as it were, evacuate him(clf, 
and ſpoil himſelf of all his Glory as the word ſigni- 
hes 3 not that he ceaſed to be God, orto be equal with, 
the Father,. but he concealcd gll this Glory, and as 
it were, depriv'd -himſelt of all the Manifcfiations of 
it, by uniting to himſelf the form of a Servant, that 
is, the humane nature in a ſervile State : he took up» 
on him the Form of a Servant, Non dimittendo 3 
erat, ſed aſſumendo quad non erat (ſays Zanchy) As God 
he was omnipotent, but this Omnipotency .was hid 
under the weakneſs of his humane Nature, . his Om- 
niſcience veiled under a limitted Knowledgehis. Glory 
clouded under Shame, his: Riches concealed under 
Poverty, his Majeſty obſcured under Contempt, and 


his Immortality cloathed with Mortality. 2xeft. What - 


Servant did Chriſt take on him the Form of? Anſ. 
Why: 1. Of the Servant of God, 1/2. 42. 1. Behold 
my Servant whom I uphold. Some take it patſively, on 
whom I. will lean, and in whom 1 will truſt, ,and 
commit my whole Wark unto : others actively,whom 
I will raiſe up and ſtrengthen, and-carry through my 
Work. Again, 2. He became the Servant of man alſo, 
Matth. 20. 28. The Son of man came not to be thiniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter. Wes 

Fourthly, In his being made under the Law, Gl. 
4+ 4. When the Fulneſi of time was come God ſent forth 
his Son made under the . Law, and therefore *tis faid, 
he was a Miniſter of the Circumciſion : O! What 
Humility was this? That the Son of God ſhould ſtoop 
to the Pxdagoge of the Law, and enter on this low 
and legal Obedience. - : 

Fifthly, In his Obedience to his Parents, and Subs. 
miſhon to their low and mean Condition, both far 


Food 


\ 


_ 


174 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 
Food and Apparel, Luke 2.51. And he went down 


with them, and came to Nazareth, and was ſubjetll to 


them. 
Sixthly, In his Employment, and Calling he was 


pleaſed to uſe, till he entred upon his _ He 


continued with his Father, and (as one of the Fathers 
hath it ) wrought at his Father's Trade, and thete- 
fore was called the Carpenter, Mark, 6. 3: Joſeph (fays 
Mr. Lightfoot ) taught Chrift his own Trade: And 
Fuſtin Martyr ( an ancient Writer ) ſayes, That Feſms 
Chrift, before he entred upon his Miniſtry, made Plows 
and Tokes. | 
Seventhly, In his Company : He did not chufe the 
Society of Great and Noble, but of mean and obſcure 
Perſons : He ſet apart Fiſhermen and Publicans to be 


his Diſciples, and accompanied Publicans and Sinners, 


which cauſed the Senate of Rome to vote him 

from being a God, becauſe all his Diſciples and f 

lowers were incontiderable and beggarly, 7ob.7.48, © 
Eightly, In his contentment with mean things: 


He had not a houſe wheretolay his head, Matth.$,20. 


And *tis ſaid, he was willing to be poor, For being 
rich be made himſelf poor, that we, through bis pv 
might become rich, 2 Cor, 8, 9. He was content wit 
any fare, Barly Bread and Fiſhes; a broyled Filh, and 
an honey-comb, Luke 24.42. He was not as proud 
Perſons are, nice, and choice of his Dfet, but ws 
pleaſed with any food, Foh. 21.5. Children, bave you 
any meat f 
Ninthly, In his ſubmiſſive carriages towards on 
and men 3 when the Lord bruig'd hir, and made 
Soul an Offering for Sin, we find not one haſty'r 
undue Expreſhon : But, *tis ſaid, He was led 88% 
Sheep dumb before her Shearer, Iſa. 53. 4, 6, 7. Al 
that he ſaid, was this humble complaint, O God, m 
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God, why haſt thou forſaken me } He was rejeQted 
and deſpiſed of men, and yet maintain'd gn humble 
deportment, ver. 3. He was lowly to all Perſons, not 
only to the high and noble, but to 'the poor-and de- 
ſpicable; not only to Friends but to Enernies4 not 
only abroad but at home; not'enly among the me 
and humble, but among the proud and peeviſh ; not 
when it was admired, but when deſpiſed. 

Tenthly, In his doing” the meaneſt Services : He 
condeſcended to the lowefl, and moſt contemptible 
a&ions, .it he might adminiſter good, Matth. 20.28. 
He girded himſelt with a Towel, as a Servant, and 
wathed his Diſciples feet, Foh. 13. 4, 5. 

Lattly, In his patient bearing others Sins, and Suf- 
ferings. Proud men cannot endure to bear another's 
Faulc, but Chriſt was willing to be numbred amongft 
Tranſgreffors, - to be reckoned an Offender, and to 
bear the. Sins of many, even of all that come unto 
him, 1 Pet, 2. 24. He humbled himfſcfto the Death, 
Phil. 2, 8. To a ſhameful Death ; the Death of the 
greatclt_MalefaCtors ; and to the curſed Death of the 
Crols. 

Secondly, The Lord Jeſus was not only. humble 
whilſt on Earth, when he paſs'd through his fate of 
Humiliation 3 but even now, when he is in Heaven, 
and hath centred into his Glory, he detains this low- 
i of heart. This willbe perſpicuous, if you con- 
lider, 

Firſt, His Condeſcention to behold the things on 
Earth, Pſal. 113.5, 6. One would have thought it 
beneath the Dignity of Chriſt, now advanc'd above 
all Glory, to take any' notice of Sublunar Afﬀairs : 
but if he delighted" in the habital Parts of the Earth, 
before he came down to redeem them,. then much 
more now he hath the poſſeſſion of the fruit of his 
Blood among them. SG 
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Secondly, His Converſes with the meaneſt, and 
moſt Jelpicable Perſons on Earth, by his Spirit, Ia. 
57.17. Joh. 14. 19.21, 23. Be they never ſo low 
and poor, yet, if holy, he takes up his abode with 
them, and keeps his Court amongſt them. 

Thirdly, His bowing down of his Ear to hear the 
cryecs of his poor, and deſpiſed People, Pſal. 10. 17. 
Lord, thou haſt heard the deſire of the bumble, Pſal.3 1.4, 
Bow down thine Ear to tar me. 

Fourthly, His gentle and kind reception of their 
poor, pititul Offerings and Services, Pſal. 51. 17. The 
Sacrifices of God are a-broken Spirit, a broken and a catts 
trite Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Fifthly, His owning them in the face of the | 
World, before Kings and Rulers, 1 Chro. 16. 21. 22, 
He is not aſham'd to call them Brethren, Heb. 2. 11. . | 
 Sixthly, His appearing for them in Heaven, and. 
confeſling them before Ks Father's Face in Glory, 
Matth. 10. 32. Heb. 9. 24. 

Seventhly, His looking after their meaneſt Cott 
.cerns, and numbring the very hairs of their wy 
Matth. 10. 30. 

Lafily, His ſlowneſs to Anger. But this 

tains to another excellent Diſpoſition of the 
Jeſus Chriſt, namely his Meckneſs, where you 
tind it fully handled. 5 

Is Jeſus Chritt of ſuch an humble, ſubmiſſive os 

lition ? then, 

Firſt, Admire the greatneſs of Divine Love, in giv- 
ing ſuch a Saviour, of ſo bumble and lowly a 
Had not the Son of God been of a condeſcending 
ture, he would never have become mays and what 
then would have been the fate of Sinners ? Had ht 
not been of a lowly mind, he would never have cons 
ſented to have come into the World in the form B 


ww wr 
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Servant 3 and then enthralled Sinners could never 
have been made free : Had' he not been humble, he 
would never haye been willing to be made under the 
Law 3 and then the righteouſneſs of the Law had ne. 
ver been fulfilled : he not been lowly, he would 
never have borne our Fault and Puniſhment 3-and 
then our Sins mult have been charged upon our own 
heads, ; 

Secondly, This will ſerve to ſhame the ptoud 
hearts of men, eſpecially thoſe that profeſs Chriſt : 
O, ſee the vileneſs of your Pride in the glaſs of 
Chriſt's Humility ! 1:1 

Thirdly, Labour to be like to Chriſt, and tobe en- 
riched with this excellent adorning Grace of Humi- 
lity. + 

Fourthly, Here's Encouragement to hutnbled Sin- 
ners, from the Lowlineſs of Chriſt : You that'ſce 
Iniquities to be heavier than you -can bear, and arc 
afraid becauſe of the Terrours of the Almi z yet 
be encouraged to come to Chriſt, becauſche is humble, 
Iſa. 57.15. You that ſee no Worthinefs in your ſelves 
to come before him, but are fearful to a into 
his Preſence, becauſe of your Poverty ow Eſtate 3 
be encouraged to draw nigh to him, becauſe he is ham- 
ble, Iſa. 41. 17, You that fee an Infinite diftance 


.betwixt God and you, and ſodare not approach him; 


let his Humility encourage you, he will not- deſpiſe 
the Prayer of the deſtirute, Pal. 102.17. You that 
think your Souls beneath the thoughts and care of 
ſach a God, and that he will take no notice of you 1 


.O, conſider his Humility'tor your Hope, Pſak #3: 6. 


Cheriſh expeRations from Chriſt's Humility, for the 
mortification of your Pride; ! becauſe *tis God's ; 
nance and appointment unto' this end; Matth1 1.29. ! 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Wherein js ſhewn, the - oy rv Meekneſs aud 
Gentleneſs of Chriſt z 
his People. 


\ Nother Branch of the ſweetneſs of Chriſt's Dif- 


# bis Enemies, and to 


poſition and Nature, is, 
Fifthly, His Meckneſs : He is meek, and 1 

Matth. 1 1. 29, Tpdes. quafi pa3s, that is, facil and ea 

( as Criticks derive it ) becauſe they that have this 
Mecknels, arc of a gentle, pleaſing, and affable Spirit 
to others : The Latines expreſs it by .Manſetxs, one 
uſed to the hand, alluding to thoſe wild Beaſts that: 
are thus tamed 3 They are gentle, and brought to the 
hand 3 they are fociable and familiar, not ſtrange and 
harſh : And fuch is the Lord Jeſus 3 he is meek, of 4, 
{wcet and gentle Spirit and carriage towards all 
when he opens himſelf as a Saviour to them, but eſpe 
cially he is {o towards his People. Meeknels efpeciak 
ly xelates to Anger, as allaying, and moderating of ity 
So Ariſt, defines it to be the {weetning of ones Spirit, 
xcmoving its roughneſs, harfhneſs, and Patton, and 
xendring.it gentle, pleaſing, and affable, even to they 
that provoke it. Now this is an excellent Spirit, 1 Pety, 
3. 4. *Tis ſpoken of Moſes, as one of his chiefeſt Ex 
cellencies, Namb. 12,3. Now the man Moſes was ter 
ry meek, And the Loxd Jeſus ſets forth this to be. 
the greateſt Excellency that he preſents in himſdlt fox 
the Imitation of his People, Matth. 11, 2g. When tha 


Prophet Zachary would delineate the fately wie | 
he as 


of Chrift, in his Kingly progres to his People, | 
playcs -him in the Glory of his meekneſs, Zach. 9x96 


Jby King cometh to thee meek,, 8c. So Pſal. 454 ed 
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Glory of Chriſt [jv Bis /txi March in th. 
World, is hdd. forth in his and Trath.z 
this is part of Chriliis.cxcellent/ Glory, as Mediator,; 
2 Cor. 10. Is [ 'beſtech- you by the Mrckpeſs of Chriſt, 
Now the Lord. Jefus is repleniſhed with Mecknels. 
Firſt, To his Eremies, This be manifefied; whilk, 
on Earth, to fuch as hated him, abuſed. himy and: 
ſought to take away his Lite 3 'tis of fuch the Pry» 
phet ſpeaks, Zach. 9. $. compar'd with Math. 26. 5». 
Now this Meekneſs of Chriſt to his Encmuics appeass. 
Firſt, In his Slownels to Anger, Pſal.. 103. 3. The 
Lord is ſlow to Anger. He was/ not ealily provaked! 
whilſt on Earth, under all the Provacatiens and Abu- 
ſes caſt upon him, Matth. 12. 19, He ſhall not ſtrive 


or cry, neither ſhall any man bear his V oike in the Streets 


Paikonate perſons will fixive to have their Will when. 
crolt, to detend theis Names, to oppoſe their Adves- 
{arics, and to revile them that reproach them but 
Chriſt was not fo, he firove not in a- contentious, 
quarielling way, but being reviled, xevited not againg 
1 Pet, 2, 23, Under all his Suffexings, fuch as were 
able to make the meckelt man on Earth to cry out, 
and to tir up his Spirit agaiot ther, yet Chailt was, 
ſilent, Iſ'. 53« 7: He was opprefſed, be was offlicied, 
and yet opened not bis Mouth, be is brought as a Lamb toi 
the Slaughter, and as @ Sheep beftre: his Shearer is dumb, 


ſo be opened not by Month. You {hall;:not knd-one 


troward Word fxom Chiiſt in all, his Suffcriogs, .by 
Jews or Gentiles  logk over the Jecxs aud Repro 
that were caft upon him in his Lite, anJ at his Death 1 
Is not this the Carpenter's Sun, Matth, 13.55 1s 
this the Carpenter, the Son of Mary, Mark Ga 3+ » 
call'd him a Wine bibber, a Fricod of Publicancs 
Sinners, and yet we tind him as, a Sheep, dumb 
the Shcarers: The Phariſees charg?d, him” to 69m 
N 2 t 
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that had Correſpondence with Devils, | Matth. 9. 54,) 
but he was filent : another time they call him a bla 
phemer, _— 3. but ſee how mildly Chriſt ans 
{wers them, verſ; 4. ink ye Evil in Heant#?. 
Another time we Gd Plem 0 ted be ou Samari- 
taner 3 he was comming to a Village in Samaria, and 
(dnt Meſſengers to provide for him, but they xls 
ſed to entertain him, and take him in, beeauſe 
his Face was as though he would go to Jai 
Litke 9. 51. &e, becaule he ſeemed to be of | 
way of Religion : they could not endure him, becakiſe 
he was for inſtituted Worſhip, and ſeem'd to ; 
a firifter way than the Samaritanes : He look 
Puritan ((aith Mr. Burroughs) and therefore they. 
him out of their Houſes : row this was no {mall abuſe; 
an ordinary Spirit would not bear to have a dar 
ſhut againſt him; and hereupon,ſome of the Diſciples, 
Fames and Fohn, pleaded ior 1 Revenge, and 
have had Fire from Heaven to deſtroy them, wer, $| 
Yet ſee the Meckneſs of Chriſt's Spirit under this 
front, ver. 55. He turned and rebuked them, and. ſaid 
ye know not what manner of Spirit ye are of, for the Sm 
of man is not come to deftroy mens Lives,but to ſave them,” 
Secondly, In his mild Anſwers to them; how milt- 
| ly did he anſwer the Fews, who faid, he was a'$+ 
maritan, and had a Devil, John 8. 48. 49. All hs 
Anfwer was, I have not s Devil, but I honour my B# 
ther, and ye diſhonour me , (ce in that Chapter, how 
contradictorily and croſsly they - behav'd themſelve 
to him, yet with what wonderful Gentleneſs he 
fwers them : when J=d& came to betray him, Mas 
26. 49. with what Calmneſs doth he treat him wa 
5o, Friend wherefore art thou come? Who could ! 
_ ſo gentle words to fo vile a Traytor, but W 
Mirror of Meckneſs? Luke hath it thus, Judas bem 
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thew the Son. of man with « kit? Lake. 22:48. 
vob thou Judas my Diſciple, who haft been ſo 
with me, known my Kindneſs, 'and-eat and | 
at my. table ? what: thou betray: the Son of many, and, 
combine to take awzy thy Maſter's life ? canſt thou find 
in thy heart to deal fo treacherouſly with thy Locd ? 
How did he reprove Peter for {mitivg the High-peicft's 
Servant that came to take him, Matth, 26:5 1: to y5+- 
How ſcorntully did they treat him? Mazth. 26; 61% 
This Fellow ſaith I ane able to deſtroy the T, of God, 
and to build it in three days ; but he held his Peaceas 34 
The Jews mocked him, blind-folded; and fmote him, 
Luke 26, 63. Herod with his men of War feet him-at 
nought, chap. 23. 11. The Rulers derided bim, ſaying, 
others he ſaved, let bim ſave bimſelf if he be the Chriſt 


he went about d Goad to. hisvery Enemics,heap- 
ing Coals of ng their Hcads, healing their fick, 
feeding their hungry, and preaching the Golpel to 
their poor, Matth. (34. 14. chap. 11. 5. His pitying 
them ſhews his Mecknelſs, Lake 19. 41. He beheld the 
City, and weptover it: now this Meekneſs of Chriſt 
as it is excellent:in it ſelf, {> "tis eminent in degree 5 
'*tis large, and abundant Meekneſs; weigh but 

following Conſiderations, and you will fay the ſame. 
Firit, The Greatneſs of thoſe Pravocations he hath 
xeceived from them 3 Sinnezs: under the Goſpel make 
light of Chriſt, Mazth. 22. 5. They deſpiſe hin f&+ 
13. 4. They reject him, Job. 12.45 They rebebagainſt 

him, Iſa. 1.20 They crucifie /him. Job. 194 15 
_ blaſpheme his Name, they: belye his Tray 

abuſe his Love, undervalue his Blood, trampling-4 
N 3  . undex 


g 
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uiider Foot, deny his Right, defrand,” and injure his 
Intereſt, rob him' of his Glory, hate his/People, 1aGd 
{cek/tb hinder his Kingdom,” and yce he mildly party 
up thee high indignities, Qpprethoir' willdarake v 
wiſe mary mad, © bu canniodrender Ghrilt ungawley;c:; 
;Secondly, The Contirance of thele Provocatidhgg 
Al the day long have I firetch&d-out my hand wi 
gain-ſaying people, Iſa, 65. 2. every dav, Iſr.'5 2 
Three years, Luke 23..7. Forty years, Heb. 3. 9. 
tinually, Gen. 6.5, 'And it is no limall 'Provocatian 
to have a Tryal 'lyc.on a perſons back, . yet ſeen the 
Lothneſs of Chtiltt to defixoy his 'very Encmies phe 
waits that he may» be ;gracious, - and 'be{ccches: thank 
to turn and live, Joh; 5. 40. '\ 20001 
Thirdly, Thegreatneſs of his Perſon, he -is:the 
Majclty on. high; King of Kings, - and Lord of Lordy 
Rev. 19. 16, Hethath Right to Service and nb 
trom all his Creatures, Zo bim every Knee. mnt 
and Tongue confeſs, Phil, 2.9. and yet that he ſhdi 
bear ſa meckly, the Abuſes, Scoxns, 'apd Contempts 
of the vile(t men, is wonderful : great |men are ſoon 
inceh({kd when their Honour and Intezeitare invaded) 
hut the Lord Jeſus iy great; and yet-meck, a Ki 
andiyet lowly, Pſal. 45: 3» 4+ Zach. Þ. 9. fil 
Fourthly, The. Deſpicableneſs of the Perſons \that 
abule him - they axe his-Creatures, made, and mains 
rainid by him, -inferiour Worms whom he can cru 
every. Moment, . and firike dead wirh his Lock, J/aleh 
4, a. Cape 45+ Doin | . : 1 
{Fitthly, The: great ' Kindneſs he hath for the 
hesomes in their Errand to fave their Souls, he tha 
his blood, that they avight live, underwent the Law, 
and bore his Fathers Wrath, that they might < | 
his Favour, and-be ſay'd-to the uttermoſt it che 
licyes and is not this a wondertul Diſcovery abu 
Meehcls ? SCCONE 
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Secondly, His Meckneſs to his People ww 
great, 3s I ſhall illuſtrate in a few particulars. ' 

Firſt, In his beazing with them, he did. not, oaly 
bear their Sins for them when on the Tree, but ma- 
ny Provocations and Abules from them %' in Hea- 
ven; ſohe bore with the Iſraelites, Iſa. 34,3, Though 
their Tongues and their Doings was againſt the Lord 
to provoke the Eyes of his Glory 3, this was: not. the 
Carriage of but of his own People 3. their 
Provocations wa age. 21 lingle At from one part of 
them, but the Body-combine againlt him m 

Word and:Deced : theſe wereznor ſuppoled- lnyurics, 
but real; not intermitted, but,continued; nog ſeldom 
but frequent. How oft did; they, provoke him in the 
Wilderneſs, and. griev'd him. in. the, Defart, - they 
tempted him, limitced him, and, murmured __ 
him for Water, for Bread and for Fleſh : they, 

againſt him, againſt his wn png en in Moſes and, Har 


ron, his Manns, 
Cnnifing the Sabbath, wa} pe againſt rar fg a6 
mies. They continually we to Anger, ey 
to his very Face, 1/aiab, 65, 3-- vexed Tales fs 
holy Spirit, and;ygt he bears it an ov wW 
forty years, in the, Land of Canaan, eight 
lixty years before the Captivity 3 after this, nay vt 
dred, ninety, and lix-years __ he caſt tle ae 4, 
admirable length h of the and Mecknel(s of 
Chrilt cowards, that Rates bearing with them,con- 
hdering the and Lenggh of; theis Provocations : 
{o under thc Gefen 1, he hath.s redeemed. by * 
his Blood, ſuch as avouch bins tor- their Logd, and 
tread in his.Courgs 3/ now to: theſe alſo. he exercifeth 
much Long-ſuffering and Patience if you weigh, 
Fixſt, the Mallcizade of their Sing, they arc more 
than can be numbred, moxe than the hairs of 
head, P/z}; 40. 12, Sins of Thoughts, Words, 
N + Decds; 
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Deeds Sins againſt Law and Goſpet, thi firſt and 
ſecond Table; Sinis'in Duty and out of Duty z Sing 
every day, every moment, Gen. 6. 5. Sins to the'lait 
hour of their Lives, till 'their Tabernicle be palPd 
down, and the body of Death deſtroyed 3 and this's 
not only the Condition of one, or of a few Sonls, - 
but of all the Ele&, every man that liveth, 1 Kings 
$. 46. There is none that ſinneth not. 
Secondly, The Aggravation of their Sins many 
Firſt, From the perſons ſinning, The redeemed of 
God, ſuch as have been bought'witha g 
1 Cor.6.20, 1 Pet, 1.18, The pardon A rows 
Sins coft fo dear,the Sons and Daughters of God, Det, 
32. 19. 'Souls loved end choſen out of all the Wonl, 
to be hisz yea-they only* elected, and all others left, 
Amos 3. 2. Adopted to a glorious fate, to be 
-and'Prieſts unto God, to be Heirs and Co-heirs wi 
Chriſt, tobe a vameand a Glory to him; and yet for 
theſe" to. be always grieving, always provoking, aþ 
ways reproaching of him," is hard indced, but not to 
hard for Chriſt to bear. 
Secondly, From the perfon againſt whom they = 
they fin againſt their Father who laved them 
an evtylatting Love, drew thera with the Cords of 
Love, 'and led them in the paths of Love, who 
his'Son for them, and to them, and fixed 
unchangeable Love upon them, imparted the 
Priviledges of Sons' to them, and yet to Sin a 
him who is the Father of Chriſt, and their F 
whoſe Glory was dearer to him than his own Ble 
15/an aggravated Sin! indeed. 
They in againſt God the Son, who = hide 
for them, and bought them with 2 — 
They tin againſt the holy Ghoſt, Bo viſited thegd 
in their low Eſtate; and brought them the $009) 
wy 
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News of Salvation 3 who broke open their Priſon- 
doors, and let them forth into'a glorious State of Li- 
bcrty 3 who quickned, enlightned, comforted, and 
helped them in all their Soul-ſtraits; now to lin againſt 
this God the Father, Son, and Spirit, cannot but ex- 
ccedingly provoke the Soul of Chriſt. 

Thirdly, the State in which they lin 3 O! how in- 
conſiſtent is this with ſuch an high and glorious Con- 
dition, Rom, 6. 14.. Sin ſhall have no more Dominion 
over you, m_—_ you are not, tinder the Law, but under 
Grace. The Sins of ſuch are the works of Darkneſs 
in the day time, Ads of Entity in a liate of Recon- 
ciliation, and grievous Bondage in times of Liberty. 

Fourthly, The dangerous Effets of theix Sinning 3 
"Tis a corrupt” Tree that brings forth ſad Fruit, even 
the Grapes of Sodom, and the Wine of Gomorrgb 3 
their Sins rob God of his Glory, and bring a great: 
Dilhunour to hin than alf the Sins of the World be- 
ſides, Rome. '2, 2:3. They grieve the Spirit of Chriſt 
whereby they are ſeaPd up to the day of Redemption, 
Eph. 4. 30., They depreſs and load, yea break the 
Heart of God, Amos 2. 13. They endeavour to 
irate divine grace, and render the Death, of Chiilt in 
vain, Gal. 5. 4. They do (as it were ) reduce. the 
Lord to a great ſtrait, what to do to ſave thejs Souls, 
H\. 6. 4, they Shipwrack alt their "Duties, and put þ. 
a Vanity upon all their Profeſſion, Labours, and Sut- 
ferings 3 ſuch run in vain, Gal. 2. 2, laddcn the 
Hearts, and weaken the hands of the y, and be- 
come ſtumbling blocks in theit' way, Pſal. 119. 158. 
And they do a great deal of milchief to the, wicked 
in prejudicing, Feat againſt the Lord Jeſus, and his 
holy ways, in hindring their Reception of the Goſpel, 
and depriving them of the Fruits and Labours of 
Chriſt towards their Coriverſion, in jultifying them 

in 
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in their wayes, encouraging them in their Sins, and | 
in, auling them to blaſpheme the holy Name of 


Fifthly, The bleſſed Advantages they have enjoy'd 
againſt their Sins 3 they have many Obligations agamſ 
it, and many Experiences of the Evil of it, and yet 
ſill continue in it 7 ,O, this doth make the burden of 
the Sins of the Godly exceeding heavy to Chriſt, and 
yet that he ſhould bear them {© patiently, and x 
conſume. them: That, though provoked daily a 
Brambles, and ſcratching Abominations-of his Pcople, 
yet his Fury ſhould not be kindled into a terrible 
Flame to. burn them up, doth manifeſtly demonliratg 
his meekneſs to be exceeding great. 

Secondly, Chrilt's toxgbeanng of his People, is ano- 
ther Evidence of his Slownets to Anger : He is nat 
calily provoked, Neb. 9.17. How long doth he tos 
bear before he firikes ?. he firſt threatens, and then 
waits, calls and exhorts, ſhakes the rod, and they 
frikes gently, 7/2. 30.18, Therefore will the Lord wait 
that be may be gracious, | AT 44 

Thirdly, His readineſs to be reconciled to ther 
when angry, Pſal.86.5. Thou, Lord, art good, and 
eo forgive. O, conlider his per[wading them: to. Re- 
pentance”z how doth he Jabour to convince then of 
their Sin, and invite them to return 3. he ent 
reaſons, and beſcecheth them to be reconciled, 2 Gap 
5. 19, 20, Lo, how affectionately , doth he receiyg 
them when they return ! how willingly doth he lil 
his Ear to their confeſlion. of Sin, and bemoaning 
their condition? Fer.- 31, 18. - | n 

Fourthly, The moderation of his Anger, when rai 
ſed, ſhews his mecknels, Iſa. 27. 7,8, In meaſure when 
it ſhvoteth forth, thou wilt debate with it. He ſtayeth buy 
rongh wind in the day of his Eaſt-wind, Job. 11,6 1 
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Laſtly, His aQtual forgiving all their Iniquities, 
Pſal. 103. 3. Who forgiveth all thine Iniquities, Luke 
7. 47. Iſa, 44. 22. | M 
Uſe. Now, if the Lord-Jeſus Chriſt be fo fill cf 
meekneſs to his very. Enemics, {a rich in'gentleneſs, 
ſweetneſs of Nature, and Patience to his People,-then 
learn this needful Leſſon of him 3. to be of a meek and 


tient Spirit. Behold, how-: quietly :he-todk'Y 
Crols, _ reproaches 24 Todipritles onſet 
worlt of men : yea, how till he was undetithe infinite 
weight of his Father's wiath,:: /Lcarn/ necknefs-from 
his Gentleneſs, as.the Elephant doth from the 

when the Elephant is inhis'greateli 'Fury, ſetbut a 
Lamb before him, and kis *wrath will preſently be 
allay'd : Learri of: Chriſt to bear. Iojurics, co reſtrain 
your Anger, not to be angry; but when Duty; and'the 
Cauſe of God calls you to it : *Tis onely Sin fhevitd 
be the Object of a Chriſtian's Anger. Moſet witsichlm 
at his own Reproaches, but could nor be (till. when 
God was difhohoured. Learn from Chrith.x6 mbde- 
rate the. meaſure of-your Anger.3 he: correts /in mea- 
ſure : Let not. your Anger excced "the ddſertiofrhe 
Provocation 3 Leam from 'him to: time your Anger, 
As a word fitly ſpoken,” fo Anger. ſcafonably exerted 
is beautiful: 'and learn from him to remove : it'when 
the Cauſe is gone.” Anger ſhould be as Phylick, laid 
alide when there-is no need of it': Trac meckneſsmay 
calily be diſcerned by its ends and-grounds, it muſt not 
proceed from a willingneſs: t6-/be aveng'd: on others, 
but to amend and: reform them. fo orct 2 
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CHAP. XV. 


Wherein is demonſtrated the infinite Bounty, of 
Chriſt to all his Creatures, with the manner 
of his giving. ) 


[ 

HE next thing which diſcovers the ſweetneſs 

| of Chriſt's Diſpoſition, and greatneſs of his 
| Perſonal Treaſure, is, | 

Sixthly, His Liberality : He is of a bountiful Dif- | 

poſition 3 and this, you know, is of an endearing Na- 

ture;Rom. 5.7. Scarcely for a righteous man will one die, 

yet peradventure for a good man ſome would even dare 14 

dye. Pſal. 13. 6. I will fing unto the Lord, becauſe be 

hath dealt bountifully with me. Now this Liberality of 

Chriſt appears, 

Firſt; To all his Creatures, Pſal. 145. 9. The Lord 

is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 


works, Pſal.\136.25. Pſal. 145.15. Whoſc heart is (0 
large, whoſe hand fo wide as Chriſt's? ver.16, He up. : 
holdeth all —_— by the word of his Power, Heb.1.3; _ 


And by-him all things con(ift, Col, 1. 17. There is n& 
vera moment but he is laying out his Creatures, - 
and'that-muſt needs be a large Treaſure that maintains 
the whole World. | 
Secondly, To his Enemies : He doth good to thoſe . 
that hate him : He gives large portions of this World's 
goods to Eſar's: And uncharitable Diver's do many 
times fare dcliciouſly, and are cloathed gorgeouſly.by 
his Bounty, The _ proſper, Fer.5.28. Nay, hedoth 
not only give them the fat things of this Lite, but the, 
great things of his Kingdome. O, the Privileges and 
Favours that Hypocrites enjoy as well as Saints ! He 
{cnds his Goſpel to every Creature;. and cauſeth the 
very 
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very Dews of Sign to fall upon his Adverſaris.' ., . 

Thirdly, Eſpecially to his Children 3 for co theſe 
he gives, 0 

5 irſt, Good things: Whatever they have ,of him 
ſhall be good, Fer. 32. 40./1,wll not turn away from 
them to do them good, Theis very Afﬀflictions axe for 
good: theix Wormwood and Gall is : 
of God upon them, ſtripping and humbling Providens, 
ces 3 nay,. their very Corruptions, by this Bounty, 
prove to their Dj pes , 

Secondly, All good things. He - gioet Grace.and Glo- 
ry, and no good thing will 'be wit from them that 
walk «prightly, Pal. 84. 11. Pſal.34. 10. All the good 
God ſees fit for them, and they are capable to receive, 
ſhall be diſtributed to them. | 

Thirdly, Mg things; Not Comes » but choice ; cc 
Mercies, pa ,nowledge, Myſteries, . not onely to 
the World,. but to themſelves : Things unkcarchable, 
and things unutterable; Things that cannot be known 
as they are, nor valued as they deſerve. What ane Na- 
tion ( (aith David to God ) is like thy People,whom God 
went to redeem for a People to himſelf, to.make -bim a 
Name, and to do for them great things and terrible,2 Sam. 
7. 23. Redemption-work brings forth great and tcr- 
rible things, for redeemed Souls. O, the-great thing 
that God doth, and Chriſt gives to, every ranſom'd 
Soul,- Job, 37.5, Things which we cannot compre- 
hend, as you will ſee, it you give but a general Survey 
on the Inventory of Chriſt's Gifts. I ſhall inftance in 
{ome of the moſt remarkable. | 

Firſt, That unvaluable Gift of Light, He is the 
Light of the World, Fob. $.12. How deformed is 
Darkneſs, how beautiful is Light, Eccleſ. 11.7. He is - 
a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory, &c. Luke 
2, 32. He is the bright Morning Star : theSun UNE. 
« tcO I 
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teouſneſs from whom the- light of Life and all rrue 
Wiſdom comes 3 now this is. a great and- excellent 

thing, Eccleſ; 2. 13. Wiſdom excelleth Folly, af fat ar 
Light excelleth Darkneſs, and this you know is very 

far : Wifdom is preferred before Rubies, and the! 
moſt'excellent things, Prov. 8. from ver. 10. to 20, 

That myſt needs be great which all the 'World can- 
not purchaſe, but this is Wiſdom : now 'all true, 
Wiſdom comes by Jeſus Chrift, he is the Wiſdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 1. 30. So, who hath brougkt tolight the 
Te ben, the hidden things of God, and that could by 

no ways be known but by Revelation : No man hath 
known the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Sow 
ſhall reveal bim. Matth. 11. 27, He giveth Knowledge 
and Wiſdom to whom he pleaſeth, that ſpecial Wiſ! 
dom which none of the Princes of this World can 


attain unto, 1 Cor. 2, 7. S. q 
Secondly, Life ; He hath brought Life to Light by 
the Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1, 10. and is not this a great gift? 
All that a man hath will he give for bis Life, Fob. 2. 44 
O! then what is Life from the dead to his peopley 
Eph. 2. 1. He is our Life, Col. 3. 3. IT am come that 
they may bave Life, and have it more abundantly, Joh. 
IO. IO, 
Thirdly, His Love; all the World and Houſes fall 
of Treaſnres cannot be compar'd to Love, Cant. 8.7; 
Should Chriſt give all the World and withhold his 
Heart, it were but a mean gift : Favours-are valuable 
by the love whence they come, Tſai 63.9. Int big - 
Love and in bis Pity he redeemed them,” Pſal: 63.3. Dexti 
33+ 3- All Bclievers are ſet as a Scal upon his Heart, - 
Cant, 8, 6. Hz hath lowed them with /an' everlaſli 
Love they have his Hearc, and none de. "42 
Fourthly, Himſelf; There being nothing greater 
than himſelf, to demonſtrate the Largen - his 
, cart 
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Heart to his people 3 he gave him(elf, Epb. 5. 25. Who 
loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it 3 that is, ſold 
himſelf to purchaſe them, gave himſelf to divine Ju- 
{tice to ſatisfic the Law,and to taſte of Death for them, 
all that he had as Mediator he parted with for them : 
and hath given himſelf to them alſo, Heb. 8. 10. And 
I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to mea Peg» 
ple, They have his perſon, Hof. 3. 3. Thou ſhalt nes be - 
for another, ſo will T alſo be for thee. All his Beauties 
and perſonal PerteCtions, as deſcribed, Cant. 5. ver. 9. 
to the end : all Bclievers have a Marriage right un- 
to him by way of Gift ; again,he hath given them his 
Purchaſe, all that he hath boughe with his- Blood, 
Math. 26, 28. This is my Blood of the New Teſtament, 
(hed for you. | 
Fifthly, His Laws and Scepter to guide' them 
through the World, and to ſicer out their Courſe of 
Duty and Safety, and this is a great thing, Hoſi'8. 12. 
I have written to him the great things of my Law (Ra- 
bab) the exccllent or honourable things of my Law : 
for this word nofes Quality as well as Quantity 3 and 
if the things of God's Law are ſo great, what are 
the Truths of the Goſpel, called fo great Salvation ? 
Deut. 4. 8. And what Nation is ſo great that bath Sta- 
tntes and Judgments ſo righteous ? Plal. 147. 19. 
Sixthly, His Spirit 3 This he gives to all his Peo- 
ple, Rom. 8. 9. If any man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt 
be is none of his, 1 Cor. 12. 13, We are all by:one Spi- 
rit baptized' into one body : This is promiſed by the 
Lord Jeſus, Joh. 16. 7. | 
Seaventhly, His Promiſes 3 For in him are all the 
Promiſes of God, yea, and Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. Thatis, 
they are ſure and certain in Chriſt, 2 Per. 1. 4. Where- 
by are given unto ws, exceeding great and juecious Promi- 


ſes, Gal. 3. 224 . 
Laſily, 
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Laſtly, His Kingdom Cat. 1. 13. And hath tranf. 
lated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son. A b | 
Change indeed, from Sin to Grace, from Darkneſy 
to Light, from the Kingdom of Satan, to the = , 
dom of Chrilt, 2 Pet. 1. 11. So an Entrance ſhall bg + 
adminiftred to you abundantly into the Kingdom of ouy 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, All Believers are inveſt 
ed with the glorious Priviledges of this Kingdom 
they all become Kings and Prieſts unto God, Rev. 1.6; 
Nay a Kingdomof Prieſts, Exod. 19. 6. They are ef 
titled to all the royal Endowments, Inveſtments, and 
Favours that belong to the Children of a King ; they 
all wear his royal Robes of Glory, they have noble 
Entertainment, moſt delicious' Food, the higheſt Ho 
nours and Thrones to fit on; Chriſt gives them the 
Inheritance, purchaſed Poſſethons and Manſions. of 
Glory. | g 

Fourthly, The Liberality of Chriſt appears in the 
manner of his giving, now this may come under a 
{ix-fold Conſideration. \" 

Firſt, He gives readily and propenſly: many give 
but by Conſfiraiot, as the unjutt Judge, Luke 18,or 
from fear of Shame or + Reproachz men uſually give 
with Reluctancy, but Chritt readily, as Paul (peaks 
of the Church of Mucedonig, 2 Cor. 8. 3. that. they 
were prone to Charity beyond their power; and' of 
Titus, ver. 17. that being more forward of his-own 
accord he went unto them z ſo it may be more truly 
faid of Chriſt, that he wants no external Motives or 
| Perſwaſions to exert his Bounty, For, | 

Firſt, Chriſt's Gifts are his peoples due, they have 
Right to all his Fullneſs 3 Chrilt is the Believers and 
all that is his, John 3. 16, Cant. 6. 3-1 am my belo- 
ved*s and my beloved is mite, 1 Cor. 3.21. For: alt 
things are yours, they arc purchas'd for them, and giz 
ven to them. Second- 
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Secondly, Chriſt's Office and publick tion 
to this Work-ſhews it, he is ſet apart for this end, 
that he might be the Author of eternal Life, the Giver 
of all that good that his people niced, Fob. 17. 2; As 
thou baft given him Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould 
give eternal Life, &e, Joh. 6. 27. Him bath God the 
Father ſealed; that is, deputed to this Office and 
Traſt, to be the Lord keeper of his Houſe, and Diſ- 
penſer of his Fathers Goods, All that Chriſt hath 
as Mediator, is to be diſtributed to his : he hath no- 
thing but muſt-be employed for the Salvation dt the 
Elect, for ſuch is the Agreement betwixt the Father 
and him, Joh. 17. 10. All mine are thine, and thine are 
mine, and I am glorified in them. | 

Thirdly, He hath never the leſs for giving; and 
therefore never weary of giving z; what's that” makes 
men ſoon tyred with Ads of Bounty, why becauſe 
the more they give the leſs they have, and fo fail at 
laſt in their Ability 3 but *tis not ſo with -Chriſt, he 
is Fullneſs ſill, notwithſtanding all the vaſt Diftribu- 


tions that go out of his. Treaſury every day, to fill up 


Heaven and Earth, Men and Angels. { 1 remember 
a notable ſaying of a worthy Divine, Should all the 
World (fays he) ſet themſelves to drink free Grace, Mer- 
cy, and Pardon, dry, drawing W ater continua 

the Wells of Salvation, nay if they ſhould ſet themſelves 
to draw from one ſingle Promiſe, an Angel ftanding' by 
and crying, drink,O my Friends, drink abundantly, take 
Jo much Grace and Pardon as ſhall be abundantly ſuffict- 
ent for the world of Sins which is in every one of you, they 
would not be able to fink the Grace of the Promiſe, one 


_ Hairs breath.} When Beggers come to: our doors, 


they many times promiſe us, upon the Reception 

ot an Alms, they will trouble us no-more, but this. 

would be an improper Exprethon to Chrilt, — 
I.” cart 
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Heart: js fo propenſe to give, and whoſe Treaſures 
are, iriexhauſtible, Col. 2, 9, For in bim dwells all the 
F ulllneſs 'of the God-head bodily, Col. 12 19. 

Forthly, He gets by giving; Advantage is a ſure 
Agreement, all men ſeek their own, every man his gain 
frcrmhjs Quarter : now if giving appears to be Chriſt's 
Advantage, you may be {ure he will be willing to 
givei-men laviſh ovut their Gold for Idolatry, carnil 
perſons pour out their whole Wealth upon their Luſts, 
the Merchant adventures all he hath for Gain, and 
can You think that Chriſt only will be cloſe handed? 
Pſal. 68, 18, Here *tis ſaid, he receives Gifts, Eph. 4:8, 
*Tis ſaid, he gave gifts: what Chrift receiv'd was not 
for himſclf, but to give unto Sinners, and that in op- 
der to his Dwelling amongſt thetn + Chriſt's Gifts are 
to further his Service, 1 Pet. 4. 10. and his Peoples 
Profit, 1 Cor. 12. 7. 

Fitthly, He is never more pleaſed, than when he 
givesz This appears in his carneſt inviting Souls th 
ask of him, Fob. 16. 24. Hitherto you have arked nt 
thing in my Name,  ask,that your Joy may be full. Had 
not the Lord Jeſus a great Delight to diſpenſe freeiy 
to his People, he would not have us'd ſuch Argue 
ments to pcrſwade them to beg *tis ſaid of Titus Ve 
Jpaſian, tha: he never denyed any thing to thoſe that 
askcd him, but would call upon thein, to ask ſomie- 
thing, of him. 

Laſtly, This doth wonderfully greaten his Glory, 
Fob. 14. 13. Whatever ye ark,in my Name, that will 1 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. This verſe 
ſhews the Reaſon why the Saints ſhall do greater 

works than thoſe that Chriſt did, becauſe they ſhall. 
have the Power of Chriſt to help'them 3 he will do 
tor them what they ask,and give them what they ſeek; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe hereby the divine Glory is 
more 
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more manifeſted, the Fathers Glory in the Sons Glo- 
ry 3 for the Father and he arc one, and the Fat 
Glory is his Glory, the more he gives, the more the 
Father is glorified, and the more the Father is glori- 
tied, the more 45 the Son alſo, 

Secondly, He gives feecly without any reſpeR to 
Merit or Compenſation, Rev. 21, 6. To him that is a 
thirft, will I give to drink, of the Water of Life freely, 
(Aagiay) That s,without any antecedent Cauſc,Worth 
or Mcrit, Rom..3, 24. Being juſtified freely by his Grace, 
As Juttihcation comes freely without any Worth or 
Rightcauſncſs in man, ſb do all, the gifts of God, 
Rom. 8. 32. How can he but with him frecly give us 
all things? 1 Cor. 2.12, Chriſt doth not {ell but give 
his Favours frecly, according to the pleaſure df his 
own Will, Iſa. 55. 1. This is a Truth hard to be re- 
ceiv'd, becauſe *tis beyond the reaſon of men, how 
Gracc {hould move without any Motives and Attra- 
Gives bcfides it (clf, but yet this bounty of Chriſt 
hath no xeſpect of Perſons, 2 Chren. 19.7. 

Thirdly, He gives preſently Mercies in hand, he 
doth not ſay as the unjuſt and covetous man, go, and 
come again to morrow, and I will give it thee, when 
*tis by him 3 he doth not delay to beſtow Mercies on 
his poor Creatures, one Jot beyond the due time, Pal. 
145. 15. Gal. 6. 9, Chriſt is never at a loſs to give, 
he unly itays for a fit timez he had many things to 
{iy to his Diſciples, but he wanted a convenient oppor- 
tunityz they were not able to bear them, Joh. 16. 12. 

Fourthly, He gives heartily ; Fer. 32.41. I will 
rejoyce over them to do them good, with my whale Heart, 
and with my, bale Saul. He doth not pretend Kind- 
nels, and yet begrudge it in his Heart, all his Promi- 
{cs are the Intents of his Heart, Fer. 30. 24. Pſal.5 1.18. 
Do Geod in thy good Pleaſure to Sion. | 

O 2 Fifth- 
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Fifthly, He gives liberally, 7am. 1. 5. If any man 
lack Wiſdom, let him ak, it of God who giveth liberally. 
(416) Simply, purely, with a candid Mind and full 
Intent to do good : *tis rendred bountifully, as Li- 
berality comes from a {imple and pure Heart, he gives 
many times more than we ask, as the ſick man of the 
Paltie came for Health, and Chriſt gave him Pardon 
to boot ; Solomon asked Wiſdom, and God gave him” 
more than he begged, Riches and Honour too, 1 Kin, 
3- 12. 13. He gives richly to his People of all good 
things to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17: Sutable to his Treaſures, 
Phil. 4. 10. According to his Riches in Glory by 
Chriſt, above what we can ask or think, Eph. 3.20, 
He gives a Kingdom, Luke 12. 22. and thercfore bids 
us open our Mouths wide, and hc will fall them, 
Pſal. $1. 10. 

Laſtly, He gives conſtantly every day and every 
moment, he is never weary of well-doing, Iſa. 40. 28. 
The Lord fainteth not, neither is weary; men are ſoon" 
tyrcd with Ads of Bounty, to which the Apoſile al- 
ludes, Gal. 6. g..But the Lord Jeſus is a Fountain 
that never ceaſeth running, he is always doing, there 
is never a moment but he is opening his Treaſures 
and filling the hungry Soul, P/al. 73. 26. God is my 
Portion for ever. The Saints are always living on God, 
and arc ever receiving from him, His Mercies are new 
every Morning, Lam. 3. 23. Yea though through 
Carcleſneſs they have loſt their Mercies, as the Spouſe 
loſt the preſence of Chriſt, Cant. 5. and the Taſtes of 
his Love, verſ. 2. 6, And though by Sin they have 
forfeited their Mercies, and have given the Lord, 
cauſe to withhold them, yet he is never weary of do- 
ing them good, but always communicating ſome- 
thing or other to them, 


Uſe 1.) 
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Uſe 1, Is Chriſt ſo bountiful? Then this may ſerve 
to convince all Chriſtleſs Souls under the Goſpel of 
the greatneſs of their Sin in ſleighting and contemn- 
ing Chriſt, becauſe it isutterly te to the Streams 
of his Bounty towards them; this, -Sinner, will gall 
thy Conſcience another day, when Chriſt ſhall ſay, 
what Iniquity haſt thou found in me, that thy Heart 
is ſet againſt me? have not I born thee all thy days, 
maintain'd thee ever fince thou waſt born, and fed 
thee with Food convenient ? and yet thou wilt have 
none of me, but lifreſt up thy heel againſt me, and 
crucifyeft me. with thy Sins every day ſo did the 
Lord plead with Iſrael, Hoſe 11. 23. 4+ 

Uſe 2.This will ſerve tohumble the people of Chriſt. 

Firſt, For their great Unthankfulneſs to Chriſt ; O 
how great are the Obligations of Believers to Chrift, 
both tor upper and ajkte Springs, thy daily Bread 
comes out of his Cupboard, all thy Comforts and Pre- 
ſervations are received from him, but eſpecially thy 
Souls Mercies are the Products of his Bounty, thy En- 
lightnings, Awakenings, Drawings and Begettings to 
God. thy Pardon, Peace, and hope of glory are all trom 
him, and yet who renders to Chriſt for all the Benefits 
done to him, who returns to give Glory to God 
this is a grievous Sin, 2 Tim. 3. 2. 

Secondly, For their hard Thoughts of Chriſt ; hath 
the Lord Jeſus laid out ſomuch upon thee, and hath yet 
ſuch Riches in Store for thee, and art thou always di- 
{truſting ofhim, and on every occaſion jealous and ſuf- 
picious of his bounty ?. Pſ. 77. 7,8.9. Pſ. 78. 22. 32. 

Thirdly, For their little Improvement of Chriſt's 
bounty 3 ſee this in Foaſh,2 Kin.13.from ver.17.to 20. 

Fourthly,For looking to Creatures for their Supplies 
more than to Chrift, Fer.2.13. This isa heatheniſh Sin, 
Rom, 1. 25. They loved and ſerved the Creature more than 
the Creauor Iſa. 55,2, "WW CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVI. | 
Wherein the Faithfalneſs of Chriſt is opened, in 
accompliſhing all his Prophefies, fulfiling is 


Promiſes to allthe Truft committed to him,and 
in all the Relations he ſtands to kis People, 


H E Sweectneſs and Excellency of Chriſt's Dif- 
pohiticn conliſts alſo, 

Laſily, In his Juſtice and Fidelity 3 he is 
righteous, true, and faithful in all he doth and onder-; 
takes, and this argues an excellent Spirit z this was 
part of that Glory, the Spirit of God puts on Moſes, 
Numb. 12. 7. But my Servant Moſes is not ſo, who is 
faithful in all my Houſe, with him will I ſpcak, Moath to 
Mouth: evcn 2pparently, God puts a fingular Value 
on Moſes, hath a peculiar kindnefs forhim, and affords 
him more intimacy with himſelf than others have,be- 
cauſe of his Faithtulncſs : So Daniel, It was his great 
Honour that his very Enemics could not fpot him, ot 
find any Error in him, on the account of his Untaithe 
fulneſ(s, Dan. 6. 4. *T'was this brought 7u4ab intofo 
high an Eſtimation with God, as *tis faid. Hof. 11.12, 
Fudab ruled with God, and was faithful with the Saints, 
Nay a faithful perſon is a Jewel fo rarc, that he can 
{carccly b: tound, Prov, 20. 6, Every man will proclaim 
bis own Goodneſs, but a faithful man, who can find ? That 
is, as ſome render it, *Tis a common thing for men to 
#alk of their Goodneſs, Bownty and Mercy, but "tis a rare ' 
thing for them to be ſo indeed, to be ſo good as they ſeem 
to be, Others con:ment on it thus, *Tis ar eaſe thing. 
for men to promiſe fair, and to ſpeak of great things hey 
will do, but few are found that perform their word, ant 
are vhat they promiſe to be, Take it in either So 
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faithful man is a rare thing, who can find -it,,as {cl- 
dom ſeen almoſt, as a black Swan, or 2 ich; Jewel- 
Now the Loxd Jcſus is; thus'excellent, he; $$ . true, 
though every man be a Lyer, called «be . faithful Wis 
neſs, Rev. 1. 5, His Name as well as Nature is [faith- 
ful, Rev. 19. 11, The Lord Jcſus gives a f4i \Ic- 
ſtimony of the love that God. hears to $ipnexs, he lay 
in the Fathers boſom, hath given'a ttue Revela- 
tion of him, Rev. 1. 5+ 1ſa- 11. 5. Faithfieluefs- 45 the 
Girdle of his. Reins. The Prophet alludes to thoſe Or 
naments, Kings did uſe to wear 3' they.wore-a Girdlc 
as an Enligt. of Honour -and Power, Jab 124:48+. He 
looſeth the bonds of Kings, that. is, their Girdle, by 
which he means their Power and Authority! which 
he removes : now inltead of this Enſagn' 6&- Honour 
which Kings did wear, Chriſt ſhall be cloathed with 
Faithfulneſs and Righteouſnefs,; this ſhall be; his'Or- 
nament and Glory, Heb. 2. 17. Hes the faithful bigh- 
rieft, | X vw 

: Firſt, He is faithful and juſt to all men, :eyen'to his 
very Enemies, he will not-wrong, them in the leaſt 3 
he renders to every one his due, Rom. 2. 6, The'yery 
Hypocrites ſhalt have theiz Reward, Matth,, 6,2. The 
Lord Jeſus will not give cauſe to any to ſay at the laſt 
day, that he' is their Debtor, or doth them, Wrong, 
Matth. 20. 13. The wicked (hall have their Portion 
in this Lite, all that is coming to them, as much @s 
they can in Juſtice demand, If Ahab repent be ſhall 
have Repricve from his Puniſhment 3 eternal Repen- 
tance {hall obtain eternal Deliverance. It Eſa pray 
tor the Bleilings of this life with Tears, God will 
give them to him, he cannot be a Debtar to any 3 his 
very Enemies ball have their due, as much as: their - 
outward.Duties or {ervile Labours amount to for the 
holy one of Tſrael cannot lye, what Promiſe ſoever 
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God miakes'to any outward Action or'Vertne,it ſhall 
certainly be fulfilled, he cannot defraud any 'the Phas 
riſees ſhall have their Honour, - Fudas his bag 3 Dem; 
the World, and Dives his Pleaſures: he that coms 
'mands his People to render every one their duc, can- 
not poſſibly wrong any. | | 

Secondly, He is faithful to his People, 1 Pet. 4. 19, 
Let them'that ſiiffer according to the Will of God commit 
the keeping of their Sowls' to him in well-doing at unto a 
faithful Creator ; That is, Chriſt is able to: keep you in 
 Sufferings becauſe he made' you of nothing, and he 
that gave you a being when you were —_—— he can 
keep you now, though all the World be ſer againſt 
you: He'can do it becauſe he created you of nothi 
and he will do it, becauſe he is faithful,and hath prom» 
{cd ; now this Faithfulneſs of Chriſt to his people lies. 

Firli, Tn his exact Accompliſhment of all his Pro- 
phelies, Al things written concerning bim, are fulfilled - 
in him, Luke 18. 31, A tittle of God's word. ſhall 
not-fall to the ground, all che Types and legal Figures 
as they ſhadowed our Chriſt to come, namely, the 
High-prieſt, the Altar, the ſcape Goat, '&c. were per- 
fe&ly accomplilht in him, they were the Shadows, he 
the Subſtance all Scripture Propheties concerning di- 
vine Providence, the Reſurreftion of Sion, and the 
Deſtruction of Babylon, thall be fulfilled to one lota, 
Lube 21, 22, 

Secondly in performing his Promiſes, never an En» 
gagement made by the Father to the Son, or by him 
to his people, but he will ſee it aſſuredly made good, 
Rom. 15.8, 1 Kings S, 28. 2 Pet. 3. 9. The Lord is 
not ſlack, concerning his Promiſes, Tit. 1, 2.2 Cor. 1,20, 
All the Promiſ:s are in him, yea, and Amen. 

Object, Chrijt's Faithfulneſs in fulfilking his: Promiſes 
pertajng only to the Heirs of the Promiſes ; but I —_ 
c 
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call the Promiſes mine, becauſe of my unfaithfulne(s t 
Anſw, The Promiſes of God are not made: 
Doers of the Law or Go'pel, but to Believers : | 
they made for doing, but upon believing : *Tis trus, by 
Faithfulneſs and memento ing romtſes 
but a Title to the Promiſes is by _— g5 
pray put a diſtintion between the Promiſes, and th 
thing promiſed, Gal. 3.22. the promiſe by Faith 
of Jeſus Chrift, might be given to them that believe, Heb. 
6.17, 18. Thepromiſe of Grace, Healing, and Salva- 
tion, depends not upon the fidelity of the ſaved Soul, 
but upon the faithfulneſs of God, in Chriſt, - © . 
Obj. But I do not find the Promiſes made good to me; 
God bath ſaid, He'will never legve nor'forſake bis People, 
but, I doubt, be bath forſaken me, for I cannot ſee bis out 
goings in the Santinary.: He bath promiſed to bear the 
Prayers made in his Name ; to diſpence Grace, to give out 
his Spirit, eter a new heart, but I find not #he 
formance of theſe things in me. "IDEs 
"I. Firſt, If the Lord Jeſus doth not fulfill his 
Promiſes, *tis becauſe thou art not fit for thery: God 
would have brought Iſrael into Cangan, near fort 
years before he did, but they were not fit for chat mer- 
cy : They were carnal, luſting, murmuring, rebdling, 
{o that God ſent them back again into the Wilder- 
neſs. Chriſt wouJd have taught'his People many glo- 
rious Truths, but they were not able to bear them, 
Job. 16. 12; Food, yea, the choiceft Dainties, upon a 
diltempered Stomach, are caſt away;they feed noth 
but the Diſeaſe : If God accompliſh not his 'Wor 
to thee, *tis becauſe thou art uncapable for it : "Thy 
Iniquities, it may be, withhold good things from 
thee, 1/a. 59. I. 
Secondly, Chriſt may be performing his Promiſes 
though thou doſt not fee it ; For, 
Firſt, 


Fixſt, Chrift .doth fulfill his Promiſe, though he 
doth not give the ſame thing he ſeems to promiſe: 
If he give thee that which is equivalent im the xoory 
of it; So, it the Loxd doth uot give his Pebple the 
Comforts of this Lite, yet if he gives them Content» 
ment without them, he fulfills his Promiſe 3 So he . 
dealt with Paw}, Phil, 4. 11. 1 bave learned in evny 
Pate to he contented; and with David, Pſal. 16.6. The 
Diſciples had pathing, yet in the want of all, 
had all things, 2 Cop, 6.10, If in the want of 
God giyes Strength and SatisfaQiion, he fulfills his 
| Word. The wicked in their FulneG are'in Straits, Fab, 
20. 22, But the Godly in their Straits have a Fulneks. 

Secandly, Chriſt doth-fulkill his Promiſe, 
gives not the (ame thing, if he gives a better thing: if 
Chrift withholds y things, and gives Spiritual. 
As Saul found not his Aﬀes, but in the room of them 
amet with a Kingdom : The Diſciples loſt theix Neb 
and Boats, and found a Treafuze in Chrilt : They Wl 
their taking of Fiſh, and becamg Fiſhers of men : Paw 
ſuffer'd a Shipwrack of all his own Excellcncics, and 
found the Excellencies of Chrift, _ 's 

Thirdly, Chriſt fulfills his Promiſes, though he 
not give the ſame things his People would have,* y& 
if he gives them ſutable things, ſuch: as he ſecs hal 
ſutes and fits their preſent fiate : So the Diſciples @& 
peed a Temporal Kingdom, but Chrift gave tham 
a Spiritual Kingdom. It may be a little Mercy is mope 
(arable for thee than a great deal ; Children muſt have 
their meat ſuted to their Health, not their Stomach:: 
Payl could not bear much Viſion of God, and there 
fore muſt have a Thorn in the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 12.74 

Fourthly, Chriſt doth fulfill his Promiſe, thoughhe 
doth not give thee what thou thinkeſt thou doſt want, 
it he give thee what he knows thou wanteſt, REG 
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Thou ſuppoſeſt thou wanteſt Comforts, he with- 
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holds them, and gives thee humblings. 

Fifthly, Chrift fulhlk his Promiſe, though be doth 
not deliver thee out of thy preſent Evils, if he theye- 
by preſerves thee from a greater Evil : As Pat had a 
thorn in the Fleſh, the Meflenger of Satan to buffer 
him 3 left, through the moms of Revcktions, 
he ſhould be puffed up, and his Soul in danger of 
Ruine. 

Laſtly, Chriſt doth fulfill his Promiſe, if he doth i 
in his own time, though he doth it not in/ our time. 
So in Abraham God promiſed him a Son, he expe&- - 
cd it many years ſooner, but God kept it till the moſt 
convenient {cafon. Every thitg is beautiful in its ſea- 
ſon, Eccleſ. 3.11. 1 Pet. 5. 6. Hercies are AﬀiQtions, 
when out of due time : Now, *tis he that gives the 
Mercy, can bet tell when to give it, er. 49. 19. Who 
will appoint me the time, Lev, 26. 4. Faithfulnefs 
of Chriſt is firm and unalterable, whateyer Objections 
Unbelief makes againft it, He will perform all his Pro- 
miles, Gen. 28. 15. And behold, I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither thou goeſt, and will 
bring thee again into this Land, for T will not leave thee, 
until T have done that which T bave ſpoken to thee of. 'Q 
what a blcſſed' word is this ! *Fis a promiſe made to 
Facob, when he was to undertake a difficult Journey 3 
and what things are written, are written for our tn- 
[truction 3 Promiſes made to' particular Sajnts, are ap- 
plicablc to all the Saints in the ſame condition 3 as we 
hnd that of Foſhwa, 1.5, T wilt not Teave thee gor' for- 
ſake thee. The Apoſtle makes Ute of ir,” Heb. 13.5. 
Now l ſhall give a few Reaſons to prove'that Chritt 
cannot fail of fultiling his Protniſe. For, 

Firlt, He is Trath it ſelf, and carmot lye, Rev.3.14. 
Ec is called, The Amen, the faithful! and true T_ A 
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The Holy one of Iſrael, who cannot Iye : For, God is nat 
4s man that be ſhould lye, or as the Son of man, that be 
ſhould repent ; bath be ſaid, and ſhall be not do it, bath 
be ſpoken, and ſhall be not make it good £ Numb.23.19. ... 

Secondly, He came to fulfill all Righteouſnels, 
Matth., 3.15. It becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſy; 
Tg&Tor, It behoveth us, I ought todoit, by the Appoints: 
ment and Will of my Father, as Chemnitius renders ity 
Chriſt came into the World to fulfill all Righteouſneſs 
Now,to perform and make-good the Promiſes of God, 
is part of this Righteouſneſs : *tis a debt God is en» 
gag'd in, and Chrilt came not only to pay Sinners debty 
to the Father, but to make good the Father's Engage. 
ments unto them. . 

Thirdly, Did not Chriſt fulkll all the Promiſes of 
God to Believers,then the New Covenant would be an 
imperfect and faulty Covenant ; were the Promiſes of 
the new Covenant unfulfilled, then it would be a Co, 
venant of Works. and ſo imperfed : But the New Cos, 
venant is eſtabliſht on better Promiſes, Heh. $.6,7,&c« 
Now new Covenant-promiſes are better than the old, 
not only as to the Matter of them, but as to the cer« 
tainty of their performance. The firſt Covenant-pro-: 
miſes were liable to be broken, Fer. 31. 31, 32. But 
theſe New Covenant-promiſes are ſure to all the Seed, 
This was the principal thing undertaken in the New: 
Covenant, for Believers, that the Promiſes ſhould be 
certainly fulfilled, and therefore *tis called a better 
Covenant than the Old. mn 

Fourthly, Chrift muſt needs fulfill the Promiſes, or: 
he would die in vain.,and ſhed his Blood to no purpoſe 
for the Blood of Chriſt is the Blood of the Covenant, 
Matth. 26.28, and it was ſhed on purpoſe to.confurn 
the truth of the Promiſe to all that believe, Heb.9.15. 
For this end he came into the World, and became a 
Mcdiator,Rom.15.8,9. Fifth- 
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Fifthly, That he might finiſh the Work the Father 
gave him to do, and ſo give up bis Account with joy. 
This is the Work God ſent Chrift into the World for, 
that he might be the Mediator of the New Covenant, 
and make good the Will of God to all the Federates 
thereof, Joh.6.38. to 41. and this Chriſt cannot fail to 
perform, 7oh.17.4. His Spirit ſhall not fail,till he hath 
{ct Judgment on the Earth, 1/2. 42.4. 

Sixthly, That he may top the mouth of Devils,and 
prove Satan a Lyar. The great work of Satan is to be- 
lye God, and repreſent him to Sinners Unfaithful and 
untrue. Now Chrift is to fight againſt the Devil, and 
deſtroy his Works, 1 Foh. 3. 8. and prove the Truth 
of God againſt all oppolers, Roms. 3. 4. | 

Seventhly, He is fully able to doit; He hath all Power - 
in his hand, both in Heaven and in Earth, Marth.28.18. 
He is a merciful God, and ſo nothing is too hard for 
him : He will work, and none ſhall let it 3 beſides, he 
hath all that Grace and Goodneſs that poor Souls need, 
in his own hand ; He hath received the Spirit without 
meaſure, F0h.3.34. All Fulneſs dwells in him ; Name 
any thing which thou ſtandeſt in need of, which is not 
im Chriſt to give thee. Doſt thou want Pardon, Peace 
of Conſcience, Grace, Holinefs, Power over thy Cor- 
ruptions, Victory over thy Temptations, Comfort un- 
der thy Troubles, ſatisfaction of thy Doubts, quieting 
of thy Fears, and remove of thy Burdens. Doſt theu 
want quicknings, ſoftnings for the hardneſs of thy 
Heart : tixengthnings under thy weakneſs, titneſs for 
thy Mercies and Duties, Patience under thy Sufferings, 
and Humility under thy Priviledges ? Doſt thou wane 
thankfulneſs for thy Mercies, clcaripg up of thy Evi- 
dences, Tafts of God's Love, and readineſs for Death, 
Judgment, and Eternity? Why, all this Chriſt hathin 
his own hand already; He is not to ſeck for theſe things 
when thou cricfi after them, Again, 
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Again, As he hath Power to help thee, and fulfill 
all the Promiſes of God to thee, ſo he hath Right and 
Authority too : He is the Angel of the Covenant, Mal, 
3+ 1. He is (ent, deputed, and ſcaled of God, to this 
very Work, Foh.6.27. All the Promifſesupon that Reg. 
demption-agreement betwixt the Father and the Son, 
are made over to him, and put into his hand, 2 Cyr, 
1.30. Now all that Chrift can do for the making good 
of his Father's Word, 'and benefitting his People, he 
will certainly perform, for he cver liveth to make Jh- 
texcelhon, Heb.7.25. and is entred into Heaven, to ap 
pear as their Advocate and Agent, Heb. 9.24. 

Laſtly. Chriſt-mult needs fultill his Promiſes, arelk 
he would weaken the Encouragement of Souls toke, 
lieve ity him, and ſo overthrow all his own Dclign in, 
and by the Goſpel, which is, to bring Souls to beliex: 
in him, Foh. 20. 31. Theſe are,written that you mays 
lieve, Foh,17.21. That +be World may believe tht thu 
baji ſent me, Foh.10.38, Now.it Chriſt fails of hisPxv- 
miſe, how would: this diſcourage Souls trom believing 
in him ? who would truſt Chriſt, ſhould he not.be 
faithful ? and the Devil would be ſure to make the 
moſt of this Advantage, to prevent believing. Chi 
will. make good his Word in his own time, way, avd 
meaſure, Matth.5.18, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs amg 
but not one jot or tittle of the Law, till all be fufilk 
All thall be tulalled for:Believers, and in them : andi 
Chriſt cannot permit one Jot of the Law to fall tothi 
ground, ſurely, he will not ſuffer ſo choice .a part 
the Goſpel as the Promiſes are, to be unaccomplitha 
Again, as Chrift will perform all the Promitesg 
e{pecially thoſe gxeat ones, that concern+the Gracee 
Glory of all that believe, Pſal.$4.11. He will givey 
and glory, &c, If the Lord Jeſus-upbraided- the. Phat 
ſees tor tything Mint and Cummin, and omitting/t 
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waightier matters of the Law,ſurely he cannot neglect 
the —_ of his Goſpel- promiſcs to his h 

Thirdly, the Lord Jeſus is faithfill to the Truſtcome 
mitted to him thus was Moſesr,. He was faithful it 
all God's Hoſe, Numb. 1 2, 7. that is, as a Steward, 
he was juſt and honeſt in the diſcharge of that Truſt 
committed to hin, concerning the: Work and Inter- 

«lt of God 3, fo *tis taken, Math, 25. 21, Wl tone, 

thou good and faithful Servant , Thou haſt been faich- 

ful in thy Stewardſhip im the uſe of thoſe things com- 
mitted to thee; in this Senſe is Chriſt faithful alſo; 
in a pertea Diſcharge of that Truft repoſed in him, 
and that both with reſpe&t to God his Father, and 
with reſpe& to his Ptople. | 
Firſt, In refpe& of that Truſt committed tohim 
by the Father, God the Father hath entruſted -him 
with the great Concerns of Redemption, Grace, and 
Glory, with that glorious Contrivance of faving fallen 
man, and bringing about the Recovery of lok Sin- 
ncrs: and therefore he calls him his Servant, 2/2.49.5. 
And now (aith the Lord that formetd me from the Womb 
to be his Servant, to bring Jacob again to bim.  It{tts 
forth Chriſt's Defignation by the Father, to his-me- 
diatorly Office, wherein God the Father calls himto 
great work, commits vaſt Concerns to him, about 
the gathering in of loſt Souls, and undertaking their 

Attonement, Sandtihcation, and Salvation z for the ac- 

compliſhment of which, the Father commits all tothe 

Fidelity of Chriſt,both as to Suffering and i 

work, and in all this the Lord Jeſus is'faithful: fo 
the Spirit of God calls him a faithful Hi eſt in 
things pertaining unto God, in making Reconciliati- 
on for the Sins of the People. This the Lord TJeſiis 
undertook to the Father, that he 'would fatisfie his 
Wrath, and remove his Diſpleaſure from his _ 
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by bearing their Sins for and from them, that God 
might again take them into his Favour,as if they had 
never {mned; and in this he was and js faithful, nay 
in all things that God hath charged him with, about 
the ſaving of Souls, Heb. 3. 2. Who was faithful to bing 
#hat appointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in all. 
bis howſe. So that whatever the Father laid on Chriſt 
in the behalf of his people to make Reconciliation far 
them, and preſent them ſpotleſs in his Preſence, this 
he hath fully and fairhfully diſcharged, as I have þ 
ready ſhewn on this Subject. F 
Secondly, The Lord ; hath a Truſt committed 
to him from his People: They commit the keeping 
of their Souls to him as to a faikhful Redeemer, r Pet. 
4. 19. Every believing Soul when he comes over to 
Chriſt firſt, doth depute, accept of, chuſe and entruſt 
the Lord Jeſus to be his Redeemer, and ke under 
takes the preſerving of him unto Glory ; he that 
comes to Chriſt aright, takes him for his Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanditication and Redemption, 1 Cor, 
x. 30. For ſo is Chriſt given and tendred by the Fa 
ther, and ſo do Believers receive him, and entrufl 
him with their Souls, that they may be made righte- 
ous before God, have their Sins remov'd, and bepre- 
| fented before the Father, without Spot or Wrinkk, 
Eph. 5. 25, 26. They trult Chriſt for SanCtifcation, 
to be made truly, and in his time perfectly holy, 
holy as God is holy, and as holy as God requires 
They truſt Chriſt for Wiſdom, to be made Partakess 
of divine Light, to be made wiſe unto Salvation, 
know all that God would have them, and that then 
Natures are capable to underſtand, and to have 
Image of God perfected in them, which conliſis. 
Knowledge as well as Righteouſneſs. They commit 
themſelves to Chriſt to be redeemed from every of 
| [) 
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Sin, or Danger, or whateverhinders their Sal- 
eres Mares thife gies acdptlichrals 
ves up to him'on' theſe great | 
and thus diJhe undertakes, whey he dar by be 
Spirit to them, and therefore is called the Surety of the 
Covenant, as hath ben already ſhewn,Heb;7..22, there- 
fore *ris (aid; Eph. 5. 25. to28, That Ceili rilt gave him- 
ſelf for the Church; thathe might waſh itand cleanſe it, 
ſanRihie it and preſtnt it tothe Father witho or , 
Wrinkle or any ſuchthing;” Thishe undertook when he 
became a Mediator between God and thern, x Tam. 2. 5. 
Now heis faithful in this alſo to all his Seed, Heb. 10.23. 
Heis faithful who hatþ iſed, 1 Fob. 1. 9, Be is faith- 
ful and juſt to forgive 2 Tim. 1. 12: Thnow whom 
T have believed, and that be it able to keep that gaod thing 
T have committed to bim againft that day, 1 Thef. 5.2 4. 
1 Cor. 10. 13.  O Souls, you that have committed your 
{elves to Chrift in Truth, know that he is faithful, and 
will not fail you, but will certainly accompliſhand make 
good all your regular 'Hapes and Expectations, he can 
looſe nothing of all that the Father hath given him, 
ob. 17. 12. Be ſure, what Bargain ſoever he hathmads 
with you, what Mercies ſfoever hc hath promilſcd 
he will aſſuredly fulfil and keep touch toa tirtle; he is 
the faithful Steward, and Advocate for-his People, 
Fourthly, The Lord Jeſas is faithfal to all the Reha- 
tions he ſiands in to his people; Herein Fidelity 


- In holding fortl;, and living up to thoſe Duties of Re 


lation in which a perſon-ftands to others; fo $ 

nw 15 called a faithful Brother, 1 Pet. 5. 12,and 

es 2 faithful Miniſter, Eph. 6. 21. In this that they 

were true and juſt, in holding forth all the Duties of 

their Relation, DefcCtiveneſs, in which diſcovers Falſe- 

neſs and Treachery : but the Lord Jeſus-is faithful in 

all Relations to Believers; he fills themup, andanſwers 
Þ the 
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comfortleſky, Wa 6.3. '2s To confort; "TW, 
WEE ct wap 7 (ke ana, des; 
How canft thou ſay thou loveſt me, when thy learnt. 3 
with me ?. Neon te Led Jin ii i ic oh 
he will open the. very, Secrets of his FeOPIC, 
Jobs 15% 15+ PE Pb if hank] zve 
ieaeof ' T-batie made hporan; ume you FJ 4 

14, Q the Myſteries ofthe. Goſpel, he. | 
his faithful People, that walk much with hi 


for his:Fricnd 5: lo at 


the Necefſicies: of his pedple, By ts 19s; 
ly. all-ymrer need; Such 2 Friend the wagto: 
0 266 Gra anbych fid eral} wy; y 
Secondly, He is faithful as.a Brother, for in this, RL 
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Brethyen, ſay #> at. to PY's 
adi Father, to-my God. and;yorr G Chit and 
Believers have all-onie Father, davgins: — ya 
Chriſt the natugal, -Believers, the gar 
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mutual Love; 1» Fob. 3. 10. Chil falfills/rhis; 
his: , he loves them. as himſel6, Epb. 5-/25+ y 
with the fame. love-with which the-Fathes loves /him, 
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= - Another brotherly duty - Px. * 
ing; Comp afion one of another, love as Brethren, be 
fa: So Chriſt can truly ſay as Eftber did of her Ki 
Efther 8. 6. Now can I endure to fee the Koch ets 
2nd my Prgp ode van T euttonics for the Deſtretiine of 
K c 7's! 
"Thi ly. Unity js the duty of Brethren, Pfal. 1336 L 
ren wel 'good and opens is it - xp Brethren'to dwell 
nity, fo i is the us. one with his 
rr dyed for, Fab; 11. _ or prays far; Fob.17 
"'Fourthly. Another brotherly duty is Prace,Gen- 1 I. 
Eet there be yo fvife betwixs'me and thee, nd. 
Herdſmen and thy Herſmen, for we be Brethren: _—_ 
laboursafterpeace forhispeople,and with them, Jo. 16,34, 
Fiſtbly, Acknowledgment isanotheriduty-of Brethren, 
SoChrilt, Heb. 2. 1 14 He isnt aſham'd to cidl them 
Laſtly, viſiting one another, and taking hold/of 
portunities to enquire the welfare of 'cach other, 
communicate Refreſhments, Thus did Moſes, A#s 7+ 
I his Bretheen,- and ſo doth Chriſt his 2 
he gines them ſpecial Accefſes by his Spirit, he leaves 
ortleſs, but will come unto them, Fob. 14. 38. 
"Thirdly, As a husband'to his Spouſe, is Chriſt 
ful to his Foople; Joon 5. Thy Maker is thy 
2 Cor. tt. 2. 7 hive efpeuſed you to one Huehand, 
19, '20. I will betroth tie tanto me in Righte neſs 
Kintinefs,' and F aithfwlniſs. Now Chrilt 
Offices of a tender Hushand to them. 
Firſt, In loving them as himſelf, E '$. 25. o_—_ 
love your Wives,: as Chrift alſo loved the Church, and 
himfelf for .it. Now 'I ſhall give you cight 
ag 4 rt love, as ahusband to his People. :  , 
irſt, His high Valuation of thcm, tans. 
yond all the-World belides, nay above Heaven it ay 
could leave the Heaven of Heavens to ſetk after, ro 
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fave them, | 46d Manſions of Glory Joins 

betroath thern: he deſoiſed allthe afer's Pleaſer end 
Grandure of the world; when. pr (9 divceti his 
ortapardes, - Matth..4. He ſcts 
cies by terms-'of greateſt-wortl, he 
ſure, Exod. 19. 15 &\Fgtn-el 


of hers} + +: thi, th w_ v239'T 11 
Secondly,” Hiscolly dA, he (old kam/Qif 
wi ll is Glory, Taka Peace Pains, Swengh 
, | 
and Life to » people to lim(cl6; bid.corfielowe 
been infinitely great to all his Seed, he would neverhanc 
age COND ISI .Cors 6« 2'Qs L2idiion! © 

Thirdly,” bs ” Aer for: them; ; Jane tells 
us of ſome Hard A—— 

31. 40.41; But Rk dre nothing > Enduring 
for his Spouſe : -he bore; harry rarer for 

the Wrath and Vengeance of a. aolleningifon which 
all the Sins of Believersdid'-merit 3 he- bore. temporal 
Troubles, Wants, Weadihels; Pains; Share, Death iſo, . 
with whatever the damacd-iniHell bear t9'all:Etemity, 
that did he endure, to-get:a; Spouſe among, the mow | 
demnediSons'aud Daughters of mens: --. - . 

Fourthly, His amorous Ticatments pf tha, and. en- 
dearing Converſes with! thein-y/ fee .the,; cy 'of 
his Aﬀedtion, breathing, out at his Lipsx0 
L. to verf. 6, Bebold thou art fait my! Love, Gs 
fair, thax haſt: Doves Hptopdtn Vers yy Wie 

3 ove, 
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> T ſpot cnet. 46 16! Riſeupmy Love | 
20 come Come: with me from 
borer a=00, My Sper pri arc verf. 10. How fuis js 
fx: fog my how much better is thy lobe 
ebaiV#vloychip. 6.475. HhewartibeanrifalweyLove a7 Tis 
mae tqine Eye Corrs ig 
large Gifts.and to then ; he 
pre ms ne ho hisPuzchaſe, bis Laws,\his 
_—__ and: (arc wa 45:T have alres- 
7 yegions Ren 


FOTO patient longing Heer t hats 
Tbagadon px them; then. 2. 740 


Dove that art in —_ Clifts of the Rock, in ſecret 'placur'of 
Sher, bet me foe Crmmane an leh Voie, 
Jer. 3-/T4,Twrn O-b ldren, for © am atoangy 
fayou: bows my way be oo, ici withtht dewof- 
a cans ty > 6g Lam 


porſe, - poriſe; -1y- Love, n— 
j troubled when” gue-be. os foo —_ [cry (nll 
not come unt&him, that he mightyie hen Aitey' 
f Seventhly, His wonderful! ' ing and} 16 
nn deed gy 
& over 3 17. He ta cs! 
-onlyPortiong' Seed, at's ravel-of his/Soul, avhereinhe 
is fatidhed 1" Hnil' as a Bridegroom rejoyceth ongiis Bride, 
Jo ſhall thy Gol vejoyce overehee;li..62. 5. harry 
lighteth- in thee, and thy Land ſhall be ves. 43/47 
- Lalily, HistitcerInability-20+part 'with proves 
bis great love to thay! Hoſi21,.8, How ſhall -Tige the 
O Ephraim 2-16a. 49. 16.|Bebold have 
MR ſlek Chat andverſ. 15. £4 _—_ 


ger ber ſults Child, butt Ge. 7 OT 
yport his-Heart,Cant.'8.'6. You matt? 
put mk Hean oe you 0 handnns conſendto 


CY 
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if . ob. 8. 

Spouſe py. Job 19. 3 aka Torn ru 

fulneſs, his Love to all his people + Yis 4 | 


oþ, 13. 1. loved 
jk 15: 1-hatty IG BO RE UII 


with th 
among, £ 
tranſient Viſit, and look; apes thaw, WoW NET 
howeves be may —_—— Iron 
A ahora _ on 

n= 


a change BY CO 
4 
wd dye ape tLeds oe 


—_ 7 Ry RO WY WO 


this of Sek Nye _ | Lge 
mm {bo om" OE 
you into ll Truth, &c,. Fr be mln} mi 
eforrt fad I? and as-quebas if 
5 © io my perſonal Brgfence 

rorgaes of Glort. bot 1 wil Gol cor Opie 
i te he oat fu ke wb 
1-H topo Praga thaw ba ellakey | 

Aﬀutt- 
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ff ane be is fied 63, 9. He ſoon'feels 

Toubles, he that toucheth them, toucheth te apple 
his Eye; Stn, Saul, why eft thon me, AG. 9.4. 
therefore the Sufferings' the Saints are calted the (vw _ 
pipara) theafter Sufferings of Chriſt,Col. 1.24. What is 
- dote fo them he as.done to himſelf. And he doth 

not only feel thelx A , but bear their Burd 

thei, Pſa. 55; 22. Ca thy burden on the -Lord, be 
Suftzin thee 3 yea he helps 2gd relieves them under all thei 
AMftitions; Pſe 0 0. | 

Fifthly, , rewards them, ln 
aA d; Ao s of patience and Jong -fuffcring 
en —_ exerciſe towards his every day; Rom. OY 


wr ihr ge, Indu wo towards CORY hi 
m 
ering ST Ration ces People oh People, obs 


bo I I3 Love he.4s phe fil in 3 oft People, Honout 
upon parts-and carri is 

them with the covering of ki tis Righ 
Rev. 3. 48 Ye calls upon his people'to pit vrltheir 


a that the kg 'of their Nakednefs do | 
a 


many a wrong for them, and pa | 
vp omdo + m hes, conicealing their Imperfectians 


Gm the view of thn, "w aft becauſe he loves thai, 


and they are his Fog rs 
Scaventhly, H demonſtrates his conju 

gal Filclity to them, 'r Ma 7. His Eyes are always 

upon them, from one end'of the year to the other, Deat,. 

Fl. 12. Commit thy wiy to the Lord, truſt 

be ſhall bring it to paſs, Plal. 39. 5: Upon hi 

of all the Churches, avd-ofeyery Saint, yea * all 

Concerns, even their very hairs. He carts for their 

their S-uls, their Families; - their names, their Comfe 

and their Profit: he will'not Rave then comtortle 

ſuffer them-to be tempted above what they Gr _ 


So Chriſt he carries his as on } out of the 
reach of their deſtroying Ara Dew 34. fl ho 
19. 4+ Der 33+ 27. The eternal God þ thy Refuge, and wn- 
derneath are everlaſting Arms.. He will keep the F 5 tos 
Saints, 3 Sam. 2. 9. And be. alittle de 


pag" 
" 6 Sp 


ſtands to belieyets, Col., 1, 18. He is the bo bead of the Body, 

the Church, &c. He is compleatly furniſhed with all Ex- 

—_—_ Fullnefs for that end, tobe the head of his 
y the C urch,borth as to'natural and purchaſed 

As God he is' &t ado atk dy nin 

peck all thingy, yn thicir Maker and 


Headlip apr ren Govetriment, and Influence : 
; And he ath oorvnly a Fitneſs tobe ahead tohis Church, 
| put a Right too; for the Father hath given him 'to be 
the 
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FP 
hnig 
£quilite to repair alt _ 


a i which | 
deem "ml Sa 


wv 
| Fa ky 6 
ob bz i = Wi Ez Fey 


Ul 


Ys 
A 70 gb a 
; ere 1th ke 
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ts and D : wi fr 
neys, While they. are ear 

Secohdly, Care ; Hi 
contirually, : 2 Chro. 7. 164 


48, 17. the Lord chy Godymhich 


— alone dal le 
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wide þ he lythe wo9 thes Joni tf gy { *Tiqny the 
Original, making ox-cauſing theeto, walk: - Sch oe 
RE ye TOE: 

he ETa 244 
_ 3 ug 


ES "3 Cmoa9s 4x E 
. cames Oo telical! a 


whole Ghuach antbeyery part ofiits 
- ae bmp pre 45 4« fp 
pos mona 


anoints » Bale Eyes; \thena - 
theis Palatc,and ache totali the 
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my open their Ears to diſcipline, cauſeth- them 

to feel the Weightinefs of Sin, and to finch} a ſweet- f- 
your in his precious OQyntments. 

Laſtly, Ornament 3 The head is the beauty of the Bs. 
Cn the Bene, Ent end On EY 
Chrift is the Behevers Excellency and 
the preheminence in alt things, Col.'1. D_— Nord, 6 
ry istheGlory of che body, 1 Cor, 42, 24. All r 
Excellencies are in and from him, Pſa. 68. 34: Pf. 
$9. 17. - For thou art the Glory of their- Strength, "tis 
Chr6ugh his Comelinels: they are perfotiy” Tack 16, vey, 
10, t0-14. 

Fifthly, Chriſt is Fairhful 1 in the afts' of diffributive 
Juftice, ' and renders -t& every one theit Due, ”_ 
62, Ie. Thou rendere a man adcarding #0 bis 
Work. There is a legal od wa evangelical Debt ; legally, 
| There is nothing duc te the itdien. of nie, ba 


Wrath and Tribulation, Rom. 2.9. But Evangelically 
all the Believers: Rights--are- due: on the account- of 


Chriſt. Sp that all what Chriſt =. amr or the 
Father promiſed to Chriſt, is due tothis- Seed 3 .ſoithat 
Mercy, Grace, and Glory is as-muchthe Believers due, 
as Death and Vengeance is the Sinmers, on the ſtore'of 
his Sin, *2 Theſ, 1-6, Je Therefore the Jultice of Chriſt 
& hid to pawn fer the pardon/ of -Believers Sins, up- 
on their penitential ; I Fobn't: 9. This Z the 
great Error of troubled Souls, eo they * make. their 
Worthyneſs os Unworthyneſs the Standard and Meaſure © 
of alt their ExpeQations 3 this is the-hmporency the. vi- 
olated 'Law of God hath left on fallen man, that 
they cannot get over Mownt Singi, nos fee! che Righ» 
teonſneſs of and the Equity of Salvation upon | 
his account 3 for their Sins and Unrighteouſneſſes do {o. 
hangin their Eye, that they cannot ſee themſelves + 
reons in the Righteouſneſs of another; This T 


legal Spirit is a malady-Grace, is long a curing in 
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themſelves 4 the want of which robs Chridt of the Glo- 


to thoſe thathiveon him for SanGification and Salvation 
all that he hath promiſed in the Goſpel, -and hath dycd 
to purchaſe for them but this cannot be as you 

heard abundantly, that the Lowd Jeſus is faithful i 


But all that God hath made over in 
to Believers, is their due, and 
der it in it's {caſon. And thas 


provement of it. Re BER 
Uſe 1. How great then is the Sin of all - thoſe, 
will not credit the Faichfulneſs of Chaift 3 there 
none that periſh under the Minifiery of. the - 

but ſtumble at this ſtumbling block 3 they . do not 
judge God: faithful , nor believe | the report - gi 

of Chriſt, J/aiah 53. 1. Though Chrift be. maniteſily 
held forth to be a perfe&t Saviour, yet few will be- 
lieve in him 3 not one of a hundred {( ſays Calvis } 


fulneſs in his fate of Humiliation, he did and GifE- 
fer'd all things written of him, Lake "18. 31. He 
fulbl'd all -Ri 
ReſuneRion, and Afſcenifion 
in all thin ng to 
have the Teſtimony of others, who have found 
Chriſt faithful, x Jobs 1, 2, 2. All the __ on 

Record 
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record are witneſſes of Chuiſt's Fidelity. Nay, 

ſelves have found him faithful ite how Sen = 

wtf perl 0 

upon him, and truſted in him tor cutwar — _ 

truſt other that are unfaithful, and yet will nov 

believe in Chriſt : You truſt your own Hearts, and they! 

ave deerieful; Fer. 17.9. You truſt in men, ES 

are 21y6,Row. 3.4. You truſt in Creaturegan 

vanity;'Eceleſe 1.2. —ryrwhntypar row without Fai 

periſhto all-Eternity, andyetwillnot believe'in oviagy” 
Uſe 2. L Cnorwayss over People of Chriſifor their 


injurious Thoughts of him, Fob. 1. 11. He came wnta bis 


own, ate big own received him zot, This is ar» aggravation? 
indeed; that. Chriſt's own People, ſuch as have 

him, choſen him, commended him, and born witneſs of 
him, and' yet will not adventure theie All upon him O, 

this ſecret Jealouſic of Chrift is a fearful: Sm. This was 
thatour Lord reproved in Themas, Foh:20.5.S9 lab. 4.1 14 
Believe-me, #bat I am-in the Father, and the Father in.me, on 


elſe believe me for the Works ſake. Q the and 
Doubts that-Souls have about the fulfilling of Promiſes? 
how loth they are to truſt Chriſt further than they ſee hin 
Uſe 3. This ſhould humble Chriſtians, for ew 
unfaithfulneſs. Alas! how: few are found faithful 
_ theSaints this day ! How may we complain with the 
miſt, Pſal.12.1, The godly man ceaſeth, — 
from among the children of men : and Chrift ſeems toQuere, 
where he may find a faithful Steward, Lak. 12.42. | 
Paxl (ays, I know no man like minded to Timot hy,who ſo faith» 
fully and-14turally careth for your ſtate. O the GiGebof 
Profeſſars, to the Lord Jaſus'mn and-one another.) How:rare , 
is it to tiad one that makes Conſcience ofPromiles and 
Profeſſion? one that is faithful to. his Truſt,to his Word 
to his Relation-duties,and in diſtributive/Juſtice, O;Gheis 
fiians, Mourn over your great unfaithfulneſs to God and 
men z to thoſe Souls you are concern'd in ;' Your _— 


thall appear before een” 
and fain'd with the blood of their ies. O'cro 
fiers, and Pazents, that will bo tender of a Horſe ora 
to feed thern,and ſecure them from want,hut cars evdiuy | 
or your children and Servants pevitd fou want of kwdw- 


Uſe 4. ticre' Comfort to Beliewers? K the Font Jeſs 
Fairhful, ther he 'of gobd Cheer.) Fury Ton 
Firſt, All the-Promiſes. of God'ſhal} he made en 
yoy in due feaſon/;; He will not ſuffer a2 word to fall 
the ground of all that good he hath fpoken concerning 
you, 1 Sam.3.19. Iſa. 55.11. 2 Coir, 20. Numb. 23.9. 
Then you cannot do too much for God, you can't be 
ul- 
» 


g 
., 
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undone for him 3 Souls are fe, your beſt Interefis 
are ſecur'd, and all that God ſees fit for you, wo 
the reach of Menand Devils. 

Secondly, All the traſt committed to Chriſt for) 
ſhall be made good ; He will perform it to a tittle : ' 
Father hath intruſied your Souls, your Graces; 

your $t yr 
hw, and your hop 
— O_ 


ly he himſelf will not wrong you, Pſaka = rm, fn 


Thirdly, All your Relation- (hall bemade gol 
toyou : Look any ao} od rom the Lord 
your Friend, as your Brother, as your nds 


your Head, (hall be made good to you, 
Fourthly, Allthat rp ga you upon the ſtricteſt eerms 
Chl hath porchaſed, or God hack provid. you ha 
or 'd, you 
C—_ time;Chrilt can defraud no man,Luky12.42. 


Fifthly, Here's Comfort to you on De ES 
ou meet with on Earth, that-you have a faithful Fy 

[nn Here the beſt of men are a Lye, they are 

what you conceive them to be, they « 

-7 pug; you have from them : But Chriſt will never 
you of that Truſt you have repoſed in him ; he v 

be + —y better but cannot be worſe than your 


'5. Let (his exhore, firſt, Sinners : cwinith 
hoon met Roe 
riends cannot wi 
oy == Believers, Truſt in Chriſt 3 v 
Souls, and all your Concerns to him Learn faith 7 
from him 3 and labour to be like him-in your fidell 
God and Men. W» jock of Gn GWE, © 
Chriſt's Perſqnal Riches. 


the Unſearchable Richts of Chnif. 225: 


CHAP. XY1L" 


Shewing that Chriſt is become d Purchaſer be 
the behalf of Believers ;4Toim he hath mads 
this Purchaſe, and what ig hath purcha. 

/e F4 . < A | 


Now came to the Secgad Branch of Chriſty 
Unſearchable Treafure, which is bis pars 
chas'd Riches > Thoſe Treaſures which he hath 
as Mediatonr procured for all that come untg 
him. And.in the profecytion of this, 1 ſhall 


ſhew 

1. That: the Lord Feſus became 4 Purchaſer in 
the bebalf of kis People. in 

2. How andby mhat mians be mage this Pay 


FP, . 

3- What be bath procured by this Purchaſe. Aud 
in this I ſhall gfe what brevity 1 may, having 
ſpent a greater Time already on this Subje&t than 
l intended. 

Firſt, The Scriptures do bold forth the Lord 
Jeſusto be a Purchaſer.; Qae that hath boughr 
and procured great and gloriqus things by a 
Price. Mts. 20. 28. Feed the Flock of God 
which be hath Purchaſed with tus own blood : 
( <4#m,n2w7) that is, which he hath acquired or 

otten tg himgfalf ts bea peculiar People, by the 
od or cryecl bloody death: gf his Son.” Sq 
Gretins.SgHeaven is called the pyrchaſed Poſleſſi- 
on, Eph.1.14.Ontil the Redeinption of the parcbaſed 
poſſeſſion : (is: dn\irpooy Tis ſermons ) Tis 
| | . Q_ exceeding 
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exceeding ſignificant in the Originall, both words 
. being near of a ſignification, until or to the 
purchaſing of the purchas'd, ſo 'cis in the words; 
amauTewrrs ſignifies a Buying or ranſoming by a 
price, yea a full ſum, ſo much asthe worth of 
the thing requires : As priſoners are. redeemed 
by a full price : So Ereſmus and Avetius. It figs 
nifies alſo a full and compleat Redemption, as. 
the Prepoſition «mn implies, being added tothe 
Primitive aUrgwcs : & ( etwacinoaws) as I haw 
ſhewn is an obtaining by purchaſe, or an alles. 
ting or vindicating a thing to be ones Propri 
by right and purchaſe, which fully proves | 
to be a Purchaſer, fo 1. Theſ.' 5. 9. To obtain 
Salvation by our Lord Feſus Chriſt = amino ) 
to the getting or purchaſing of Salvation by 
Chriſt. So 1. Cor. 6. 20. Te are bought with s 
Price. ( nyegavr 33 nuts.) The word: is a buy- 
ing in the Market or publick place, by payi 
the price demanded. So that theſe. expreſlig 
fully Prove Chriſt to be a Purchaſer, one that 
hath procured great things by buying themat a | 
Price. h-4 wal 1 
— How wn by what means hath Chriſt 
ocured and purchaſed theſe great things. +: | 
Fil 3 By giving himſelf ia the _— and 
ſtead of fallen Man, to procure their Atv 
ment and Salvation. Epb. 5. 25> As (#5 
loved the Church, and gave bimſelf for it : (oth 
xa) Cay yernben Furs x £4 gh 0 
ingly. To what? See Ver. 2. For: mr and 
Sacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling 1 (ear0c- 
cg x, dvoicy. ) The firſt word: ies: any Sa- 
crifice,the ſecond a bloody Sacrifice Gieshonly: 


; 
1 
[-. 
ay 
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$o Chriſt made over and delivered up himſelf 
to this end to become a bloody Sacrifice for his 


People, and to fulfil the Fathers Terms for the 


faving of all that come to him. This hedid con- 
fiderately 'and willingly : Heb. 10. 7; This 
was according to the agreemetit betwixt the Fa. 
ther and Serge M ns 2 Bp 2. to w_— 
Secondly ;'By a d perpetual 
dience of all thoſeLaws that mevertcs required 
of us in order to our holineſſe and Salvation, 
and by a ſubje&tion' to, and' Obedience of the 
ſpecial Law of @ Mediatour > This hath two 


parts. 

Firſt ; His Obedience of what was requiredof 
Man by any Law : By the Law of Nature, or 
by any Inſtituted Law, either Cere- 
monial, or Judicial : All this did Chriſt ſub- 
mit to and perfettly obey as in the ſtead of all 
Believers; Afar. 3. 15. It brcame bim to 
all Righteouſneſſe. Whatever holineſſe or- 
dience ' was required of Man in the ſtaf&of In- 
nocency, or ſince his fall. And ther@dre tis 
faid, Gal. 4. 4. He was made under the Law, 
asa Man of Miniſter, bound by his own con- 
ſent to the full Obedience of it. | 

Secondly 3 ho evyug th thoſe things that 
were required of him as Mediatour, | Phil. - 2. 7. 
That he ſhould make himſelf poor, - and of no re- 
putation, andtake upon him the form of a Ser- 


' vant (iav73y nivwnr) Heem himſelf of his 


Glory : He ſtript bimſelifof all his royal robes, 
macro —_ uy Bu kong my 
required by #ny Law natural or poſitive, bu 
by the Law of a Mediatour. Again be humbled 

| c"-BS -* bigaſelt 
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himſelf to the death, Phil. 2. 8. He had 
power or liberty, abſolutely conſidered, to. 
comm his Waot bot. 29.06 ity but wich 1 | 
to bis Mediatorſhip. a COmBANIOREE | «c to 
lay it down, Job. 10. 18. Further, "Twas Fi. 
this Law Chriſt was bound to do all that he « 

for bis People. Foh. 17. 19. Only for their ſahys 
ſanttifie I my ſelf. So ver. v. 1 pray for them, Tpray 
t20# for the World. So he was not to itrive or 
open. his mouth, bug - patiently to bear what, 
ever was laid upon'him. Jſs, 42. 2. 1/«- 37 
AMat. 12. 19, And this Obedience of © ut 
are believers made righteous, Rom. 5. 18, 1g, 
For this is neceſſary.ro Salvation, that the Com. 
mandements be kept, Adath. 19. 17. And the 
Law fulfilled, Mach. 5. 17. 

Thirdly x By . bis ſuffering all things we were 
liable to by the firſt tranſpreſſion, or any attual 
Sins flowing from it; Phil. 2. 8. This be did in 
all che. ſufferings of his Life ; and-at his death, 
he bore the ſivs of believers for them, 1. Pet 2. 
24> He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions. Iſa. $+ f 
$.2Coy- 5- 21-And became a Sacrifice to God. 

Sin- Iſa 5 3- 10. Heb.g.26. The end of which was 

atonement, . Heb. 2. 17, He alfo paid the price. 
that God demanded for their deliverance. 1 Cor. 
7- 24. Fe are bought with @ price. 1 Pet. 1.17, 18, 
Math. 20. 28. He gave himſelf 4 ranſom for us, ** 

Laſtly, By his Interceſhon Chriſt camplegts” 
his Purchaſe, and carries on the ſalvation of his; 
people., Rom. 8. 34. Who is be that cendenuneth. 
it is Chriſt that dyed, yea rather 5s riſen 417 
who is atfo at the right band of Gail \ avid. mekgth 
luerceſſion for #s. Though by this h 
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haſe for his people, yet he doth procure 
5 vols mercy to them: As I have largely 
ſhewa already, therefgre gue 
Thirgly , What are 1 


chang wind Jeſt cir bed pecadl ys by bus 


Firſt; He bath-gurchaſed Belicvers themfcives 
uito God-. Ate 30, 38. Feed fk of God 
wich be bark perched with bis bleed. Rev: 5- 9% 
Fa 1bog waſt [leing and Sefrered ap nee wy 
by tby bleed. Every faved foulis pars. of Chriſty 
purchaſe: They are fet apartfor God. Pſa 4: 
;- A peculiar People to God. 1 Pet. 2. 9 
Though. the Fatber hath ordained them to life, 
yet they are not actually his cill Gncheghk by 
Chriſt. Hence ix. is. that Believers Converken, 
is506 Caſual gr dependent upon Meu or means, 
but is the effect and fruit of Chriſt's 3 agd pee 
ly deſigned, and unaveidably perfettcd by Re- 


demption-geace : : hence allo their 

tion is. {i ; being jooncedl (6.9m, porchoty of 
Chriſt, -As xiſts, blood canger be ſpils 
in vain, 10 ſure Believer have his 
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Chriſt. Here are four things I ſhall ſpeak to 
Firſt ; That there is a full Pardon of fin'pro- 
cured 3 The Scripture ſets this forth by clear' 
and pregnant arguments, and by ſeyeral terms 
that leave no room for the leaſt Suſpition to 
the believing Soul. ?Tis called ſometimes Re- 
miſſion- of Sin, Luke 24. 47- And that Re- 
permtance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould od ryan | 
his Name : (aw) it ſignifies Diſmiſſion' of 
Releaſing. All unchanged Souls are in De 
to God, bound over to wrath, and laid up int 
Priſon, but by Jeſus Chriſt there' is a diſ 6 
of this Debt pr the bond CancelPd, 
the Priſon opened, and the Sinners ſex free, 
Ifa. 61. 1. F 
Sometimes 'tis call\d not imputing ſin, not 
laying it to the ſinners charge, Pſa. 32. 1, 2. im 
pmteth not iniquity; that is, not charge and 
reckon it, and lay it on his account: Aga Micr 
chant that ſends his Bill to his Debtour,. at 
charges ſeveral ſums upon him : *Tis true 
Believer is a Debtor in himſelf, but God charg-, 
eth the Debt on another, and not on them. - 
Sometimes is termed a covering or hiding 
fin, not fromthe ſinners, but from Gods j 
al Eye; Pſal. 85. 2. Thou haſt forgiven the iniqut 
ty of thy people, thou haſt covered all their fin. P 
78. 38. He being ful of compaſſion forgave theit 
anequity, [ 7] to cover' or: conceal ; from 
this Root is derived Caphoreth, the covering ef 
the Ark or Mercy-ſeat, in which was the Law: 
knowledge of ſin, _ by the blood of Chil 
yas coyered or away. 3. 4,49. 05 
' | Sometimes "ts expreied by not recent 


ſin no mere - 1 will be propitioully mercifu) 
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ſin any more ; Fer. 31. 34+ 1 will. remember their 
- or 
pacifiedly favourable to their ſins, and their fin- 
ful errours and uncighteouſneſs will I remem- 
ber no more; or I will not remember them a- 
gain : Here are two Negatives which make the 
denyal the more vehement. ?Tis an alluſion to 
men that forgive and forget, and it ſignifies thas 
God yiill not upbraid -or reproach therh with 
them any more : hence Pay/ challengeth all the 
world to lay any thing to.,the charge of Gods 
Eleft, Rom. 8. 33. | | 
Farfgy: tis ſet forth by a taking vaſe of mz 
Exod. 34+, 7 Forgiving iniquity, tranſereſſion 
ſn. The word in the Original is, ice up. or 
taking away all ſorts of. ſins and iniquities. . | 
Again, *tis ſignified by blotting out of fin, ſo 
that it ſhall never be ſeen more ;, 1ſa. 43-25-17 
even I am he that blotteth out t tranſgreſſions : 
Like the Merchant when. the debt is paid crolſ- 
eth the Book, throws Ink on it, blots it ont, that 
it may not be read any more; ſo God the Father 
caſts the blood of Chriſt on a Believer's ſin, and 
blots it out, ſo that Juſtice can lay no more to 
their charge. - | ett ata 
Again, *tis called a caſting of ſin behind his 
back, 1/s. 38. 17. He doth remove them out of 
his ſight as far as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, P/. 
103. 12, He will caſt all their ſins into the 
of the Sea, Mc. 7.13, 19. O the latitude of B 
lievers pardon, and. the full diſcharge. of all 
their ſin! Somgeti | ſeems tobe throwi 
off his people, and giying them a final farewel; 
but, oh! he returns again, and caſterh their'fins, 
Q4 "(not 
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(not Be) into. the depth of the Sex, i by 

they ſhall certainly drowned as the Zoypr 

were, neyerto be ſeen'mare. 
'Thus/you ſee there's/afull pardon ever 

for God's people, Hox, the teaft ground for' a 

Gaelthg b, to. thety: 7 NE | 

© * Secayidly, There is not a ardon 

Cured, bur a pardon” yotoply fin. v = 

of G ods opus form Col. 2. 13:14, 

ung forgiven ;ſpaſſes, blotting out. 

ha awriting : fic not one debt may be ſeen ; 

a Book or ” Bill that is blotted out can be ne 

more {ned againſt one: 1-Foh. t.'7. The blovd 

Chriſt cleanſeth ui from all ſin. Ter. 50. 20. 

mmiguity of rn nm be foug ht for, and there 

be found + Tels Jade them whon: 7 roſe 

The molt cruel Enemy upon the ftri 


cteſt 
ſhall not find one; hey ſhall be at foraive | 


And indeed if Gtace be free, there is the fam 
reaſap why all ſhall be pardoned as well as 
And 'if the grace of God bring ſatvation-the 
all muſt be forgiven or none: And the ſame 
of Chriſt can as well pardon all as one, go 
the blood. of Chriſt be the blood of God, rw 
Nis of an infinite value, and can as ealjly: 
every fin as one fip;, and as well ohrc 
tents as Pence, Exz4, 18. 22. £arga Des 
Yap i pj non, dionididþit, Au 7 K- 
tym res 
«This pard on fin is 
renting Aer and Po all prociee 
43+ To him give ell.the- Prophtts witngft bake | 
fhrogh his pame Ins in biwn; tr , | 
cerye. 
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beive remiſſion of ſms + Als" 13/ 38. 26, 18. 
Faith is necciary to "pp boefcr takes off 
alt ſelf-rightconfnels, and all pretences of me- 
rit. Faith carries the ſoul off to 2dependance on 
another for rightke,aſheſy and falvation: Faith is 
a ſelf-denying Grace,” and&expetts all upon the 
account of the Promife: © Believers, and every 
Believer, have their fins pardoned, and ſhall not 
iſh, ok. 3- 16. Now left ſome ſhould pretend 
ro belitve; who -infleed do not, the 'Seripture' 
qualifies this Faith'by certain Chargers. *Tis 
alſa to repenting'ſonls 'that pardon is aſſured, 
and therefore remiſfion- of fin is Joirjed with re-" 
—— Aﬀts 5- 3t, Lake 24. 46, 47. Eck. 
8, 30. -But what is this q >_> Doth it 
conſiſt only in an exreriial forrew for fin, and ' 
an audible begging of mercy ?-No, 10, Fudes 
and Cain were thus 'troubled for ſun, and yer 
never arrived-to find” repentance : *Tis the . 
mourning and returning behiever ro whom this 
Promife 1s made - and to fuch,and to every one 
of theft is a full pardon procured: ' © - 
 - Foprvhly, This 'pardon is procnted- by the 
blood of Chriſt,” apd that fatisfaQtion made to 
the Father by his fuffeting. It, is an, Opinion 
iprung up of men of corrupt minds; that par- 
don 0 


- 


y. Heb. 
; | be ap 
away, ſin 4d ts mfctf,chap. 


9: 12. Col: 1 1 
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Chriſt offer*d up to God, that procureth Ft 
and removeth the guilt of fin : and indeed par, 
of ſin with.reſpeCt to Gods Juſtice could be ng" 
otherway obtain'd.; For, ge 
Firſt, God had paſt an irrevocable ſentence,” | 
that the Soul that ſinneth ſhould dye, Ger, 2. 19, 
Now ifthis penalty was not inflicted upon Tranf 
preſſing Adam ; how would there be a fulfilling” 
of this threatning. But ſome may enquire, Hoy 
comes Adams ſin tobe charg?d on his Poſterit 
Anſw. Adams Tranſpreſſion, by the ſtrict union” 
there was betwixt him and all mankind, (he 
being theit Head, Root, and Repreſentee) was 
moſt juſtly deyoly'd on his Off-ipring, Roms, 5, - 
14, 19. And therefore God would not have bees 
true to his word, had not this penalty been ins 
flited on the Debtor, or his Surety : But Its 
God be true, and every Man alyar. -ﬀ 
Secondly, Fallen Man could not pay this del 
and make this ſatisfattion for fin: For the i 
being of an infinite Guilt, and the puniſhment 
being Death Eternal, Rom. 6. 23. Man could a& 
ver pay his ranſom, and ſet himſelf at libert 
and therefore ſome other way muſt be found oug 
which was only by the Lord Jeſus, God-Mang 
whoſe God-head wasable to ſupport his hunans 
' Nature under ſuffering,and render his endurings 
of an Infinite value, Heb.. 9. 14. Aﬀs 20.3% 
This is the ſecond Fruit of Chriſt's Purchaſe; 
the forgivenels of all the fins of penitent belics 


vers, cven paſt, preſent, and tocome, that t# 
Thirdly; . Acceptation of their Perſons is altth 
ther Fruit of Chriſt's purchaſe, Epb. x. 6. Wie 
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nar Ha for "tis is not fhſliclens bo give a Man - 
Title to Glory, that he be innocent, or free from 
offending, but he muſt come up to the terms of 
the firſt Covenant, and do all required of 
him; and have a Poſitive as well as a Negative 
Righteouſneſs : There muſt be in; order 10 an _ 
—_ p—, Wee ſi ng of Ne yas 
A TECROMM eo s Dr. Owen 
I Ed Fa Obedient alſo. The La 


=—_ 
G 3.10 


eſe fn Fett defet of Right s 


ouſneſs wou 


God ghteons : 
But this is it I. Ther 
man, In rheps we ; Jam. 3-2 

55 none rroery 6 _ Rom. 3. 10. | 
therefore there muſt be a Righteonſheſs procured 
for, and imputed to Believers, and that is the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : The Commutation 
of EEC Tn Rom. 75. 


246 . 'Fhe bot Treg, on 

ther whereiii Gad takes infinice delig 

ſure, wh, 3-17 1, 42+ th Thy grou 

thax, pleaſure that God taketh in his. people; 

the Righteouſneſs of his Son ; nat avy of theig 
ices 30d duties: And look what pleaſurs the 
athertakes in his San as Medigtous,the ſame ti 

takes-in every Soul that traly. comes unto: hig 

Fobn-17. 36, doo dy Lage boewmeey bou 

TT, a] orhom. * * 
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If Relievers are ardoned ang ace | 
nn I. = 
ir never | 
and diſpleaſure. Al uy, bog? Gal on, 3 
lieyers are but father h 
acts, rw He rakes yengcaoes a... 
theix- inventions, but | 
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may 2 Divine Faitbfulacſs, and Cong 
Pſa. 119, 75, Pſab 78: 2908 3+: 

will accept of Ul theirfir 
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| Fifthly, Sin ſhall never more baye dowintag 


over them. 


4! 14. PF * TT e210.) LUCLT 
OP da 


3. No Ipirizual þ 
met WA $0, eyed $4 13. Job. 14. 
W No ſanftified correction, Heb,. i010; 11. 


Rom, $. 3,10 : No coafalation, 0 $668 2Cor. 
1. 4. No cdification and increafe 


Ro 
4.12, 16. Nay all thio | hall wotk to ether-tor. 


to them that loye Row: 8, 28. 
Laſtly, They can nevet toxfeir their ſtate of 
Grace, and intereſt j in the Favour of God, eh. 
13. 1. 3 Go, », Io. They ſhall be ſure to be Kes 
by the mi oy power of Geg unto Falyation, 
1 Pet. 1. -$ here is not the leaſt room leſt for a 
—_ from Grac 6: Becable, 
Salvation, is FJ purchaſcd. Tor theo! And 
if the end be pyr ſed, tes, AL. thi ea i 
the end; ard God i 0 Juſtice.is. 1 
good Chriſts purchaſe, and io oliver hart 
bo ght206, 1d for, 2 Timm 4: Wo 
cond op Pret ſrvation in Erace 1s ingaged 
tothem. Tor « 232+ 140, 1 The. 5.1233.24: 
very Ged. of peace ſeatbfea 377 A; axd 1 Lie 


WY Man, or on bis cace and fidelity, but as de p<aet- 
"ll =s wy att; & Githfuls .of Fats, Lot 


Ged\ your whole Spat it 4 Jerud | 
blameleſſe us. #.- TO, Led KrCi lege 
Faukhfay is be that £alleth +1 &f © 
ye may fee ning 5 


is ſecured to. that are He by of « 
$alyation is and Jauctification is the 
Means, and bethzre ſounded pot on. the wil 6t- - 
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only the firſt At of , bot” Prefes 
vation; continuance, and-growth in'Grace 
the work of God, and it's perſ is 
upon divine preſervation z to whick God hy 
bound himfelfby promiſe to every Soul earth 
truly ſanCtified, and his Fai is chgaget 
Thirdly, They are putinto the Hands of 
on purpoſe” to. be ſecured" in Grace to 
Foh. 10. 28, 29. ſhall never periſh, neither ſly 
any pluck them out of myhani: They are 
on the palms of his hands; their walls 'y 
continually ' before him, Jſa. 49. 16. '1 
Walls, that is their ſafety: This was ſpoken'in 
a time when the Walls 'of Jeruſalem were bio 
ken down : Yet at that time God had Wally 
bout them to ſecure them,' which they faw: 
Both Believers themſelves, their Graces, Wd. 
all the Promiſes are putiinto the hands of 
hence they cannot fall away. | > 
Fourthly, True Grace isof an abiding = 
17oh. 3. 9. Whoſoever'is born of God doth nord 
mit ſi, for his ſeed abideth in him, «nd bt ci 
fin, becauſe be is born of God,” aver notat 'ronſt al 
am & penitiſſimam inhefiontw, '(ſaith-one) "Tf 
_— and conſtant inheſion of Grace.” [our 
toevadethe evidence of this'Truth, would} 
vert the ſenſe of it,taking it for the new Cree 
which is born of God g/whereas the Originars 
Clear againſt it »s 5 zywnir©, ih the Maicumr 
Gender, which notes'a petſon, not a thing. *# 
ain,it would be a T a#tologie toadd a reaſon) 
uch 2 one cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of Gi 
and his' ſeed" remaineth in him, whereas '® 
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new Creature , and the ſeed of God are all one, 
but here they note two things ;. Firſt, A Perſon; 
Secondly, The Regenerate part of the Perſon ; 
which is fully explain'd in the: following. ver. 
where he that 1s born of God, or the Child of 
God,is oppoſed to theChild of theDevil,which is 
meant of a diſtin&t Perſon, not adifferent Nature 
in the ſame Perſon; and this ſeed of God jigof an 
abiding nature wherever it comes, it comes never 
, wholly to depart more, 1ſa. 59, 21: 

Fifthly, Becauſe their Lite is hid in Chriſt, 
and therefore cannot be loſt and periſh at their 
pleaſure, Col. 3. 3, 4- The Believers Grace is fure 
inthe Root, however it be in the Branch, | and 
therefore Chriſt engages to his people,” that 
they ſhall live becauſe he lives, Job. 14:19: 

Laſtly, They havean Inſeparable union with 
the Spirit of Grace | that dwells' in ther,” Row. 
8.11, He that raiſedup Feſus ' fromthe "dead ſhall 


alſo quicken your mortal Bodie 1 by "his Spirie thas: 
Cie 


dwelleth in you. Where the Article *% as one ob- 
ſerves, ever notes the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, 
not his Graces 3, fo the- Saints: have 
an abidihg union'with the Spirit of Ggd the third 
Perſon, and ſo cannot periſh for want of Grace, 
but are kept by the power of God' through Faith 
unto Salyation.* He'can never" want Water: that 
may have acceſs to the Fountain or Ocean; nor \ 
can apy Sonl be deſtitute of Grace that is united 
fo the Spirit of Grace- The Gracesof Saints are 
fure 3 their Faith;their Preſervation isſure:*O 
what a glorious/priviledge is this that flows”to 
'Believers; from this purchaſe of Chriſt, that 
their Salvation is ſure, and they may know it to 
ſo, | CHAP. 
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Fs anilification and Holineſs [core ' fi 
Believers, by the Death a Suferivge 
Feſus Chriſt. 


A Nothrr part of Chrilts purchaſed Treaſure 


for Believers, is, - 
Fonrthly, The Sandt ification of their Narte 
and Perſons. Here | ſhall ſhew, 
I. That the Lord Feſns bath- Purchaſed Gras 
gnd Holineſs. 4? 
2, For whom this Holineſs i is purchaſed. 1 
3. What this Holineſs 4s he bath purchaſed. 
4+ That this is part of Chriſts —_—_ 'Y-] 
Firſt, That the Lord Jeſus harh purchaſed! the 
fanctification of the Natures agd Perſons of: hiy 
people. | This þ ſhall prove by ſeveral Arg | 
ments. k 
Firſt, - All the Types under the Law doimplh 
ſo much, and-darkly open this great truth #9 
Believers. We find that Chriſt in che non-ageand 
Infant ſtate of his Church and-People dealt with 
them in Figures and. Shadows : So the Lavet, | 
and Sacrifices, the Prieſts pure and white Robes 
and Veſtments, and the walking of their” Gat- 
ments, when they were to approach the -Pivine 
Majeſty, were Typical of this Holineſs, _ 
he was to procure for his people in the 
of time, ſo much the Apoſtle imports, Cul..2- 
Which are 4 ſhadow of things to com:, but” thi W0- 
te 


dy is of Chriſt. The ſhadow. goes before > 
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the body follows :Theſe Types are precedangous 
to the coming. of Chriſt, and his full ac- 
compliſhment of the things intended, and Yigni- 
fied by them, thos Chriſt is the Altar that ſaucti- 
fies the gift z In hin we have thoſe true and ſolid 
good things which were ſhadowed ont in. thoſe Cere- 
monies under the Law, (faies Deven. on the place.) 
Secondly z The Names and Titles given to 
Chriſt import ſo much: He is called Jeſys, be- 
cauſe be ſal ſave his People from their fins * Mor. 
1. 21, He is called a Redeemer to deliver them 
from their Bondages and hard Service "He is 
termed the Sanfifer : For he that SanRtifieth, 
and they that are Sanfifycd' are all 'of one. 
Heb. 2. 11, k 
Thirdly ; For this end, he was aftually deſigned 
of God, and madeover to bis People inthe E- 
verlaſting Covenant, decrees, purpoſes, andde- 
terminations of Gag. 1. 5h i Fr 6g 
of God unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santiifica- 
tion, and Redemption, He' is made of God-:':Nou 
in creatione. ſed in ardinatione { ſaith Parens). Not 
created ſo according to his Divine Eſſence, as 
ſome Hereticks aſſert, bat ordained and given 
of Gad to this end to be Sanftification, thar is 
the Author of SanCtificatian, and therefore he 
is aidto ſave tothe uitermalt, Heb: 7. 25-which 
can never be accemplifyd without Hotineſſe; 
For without bolineſſe no mar! an ſer the Lord,” Heb, 
I2,. 14. 35 "yg EY "9s... 
Fourthly,For thiswork was theLord jeſaspro- 
miſed by theFather tocometnto Sor,and toro a- 
way ungodlineſs from?.acob.Rom: i 1.26. TMisScri- 
pture is quoted out ef /fe. 59. 10.fromwhichthe4- 
poltle varies, following the Septuagint T ranſiath- 
y R on 
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on (then in great uſe )rather than the Hebr.Aceirg 
itretaines tre ſenſe, thovgh different in words: 
In Iſa. *tis The Redeemer ſhall come to Sion, end 
unto them that turn from Tranſgreſſion : The 1A, 
polſtle ſaies, He ſhall come out of Sion, and” tur 
away ungodlineſſe from Jacob: To reconcile whi 
Peter Martyr thinks the Septuagint might mix 
ſtake (Laſhub) To turn,for(Leſhabe) To them 
that turn : But this is not likely that thoſe 
ed Doctors could be ſo miſtaken in the Originah 
and therefore *tis a far better anſwer that Bezy 
and Gryneus do- give, That the Prophet ſpeaks 
eth ofthe Effet of Chriſts coming 3; whichig 
aturning away from Sin: And that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of the Cauſe of their turning from Sin%; 
which is Chriſtstaking away of Sin, for none 
can turn from ſin, till Chriſt do remove Sin: 
And this is the end of his coming into 'the 
World : To this end heis promiſed : Mal 3 | 
2, 3- He ſhall ſit as refiners fire, and purify the Saw 
of Levi. The-Sons of Levi are, Firſtly meant of 
the Apoſtles : Secondly, I ſuppoſe, of all 
Saints : But ſo much is clear, that the Lord Jef 
is promiſed to bea refiner tohis People in Gab 
pel times.and to purge away their filthand dr 
and to make them Holy. q 
Fifchly; For this end it was the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt gave himſelf up to Redemption-work. 
Eph. 5.2.5, 26, 27. As Chriſt alſo loved the Chundh, 
and gave himſelf for it \ that he might Sanftifyand 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water by the ward : 
Here we have; 4. One greatend of Chriſts@ 
bedience and Suffering ; tis: to-make his Peg 
le Holy. 2. Here's the efficient Cauſe of this 
Holineſe, that-is, By the Spirit of Chriſt p ' 


. 
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blood of Chriſt" 'pirges' away th gut of 'firi 
Mecitoriouſly,'and the Spirit of Chri -Z rey 
the filth of ſin Efficiently ; fignifyed by Water, as 
cis often us'd in+ Scripture. 7oh; 4-10. 14- Chap. 
7. 38, 39- 3+ Her&s the inftramental cauſe of 
this Holinelle, the theansby which-it is wrought 
and carryed on, and that is'by the word, the 1tn- 
mortal ſeed of -the-Sonl : This-he- undertook; 
and was intended to do in the*Covenant- of Re- 
demption betwixt the Father and him. 1/a: 42. 
I, 2, 3» 4 He ſhall not fail till be bath ſet Pudg- 
went in the Earth, that is Holineſs ; for to 
*tis taken, Fob. 16. -8. And this work is 
the Lord Jeſus here engag*d todo. Some take 
the: word ( Erhmoch) I upbold, b for the 
Fathers dependences and ChriftsFaithfulneſle : 
He leans or ſtays upon his undertaking this 
work,and truſts ts his performance ' of what he 
undertook to do: Others take it atively forthe 
Fathers upholding- and carrying'Chriſt throngh 
this. great work of Redemption, and Sanftifica- 
tion. In both ſenſes ?tis true, The Lord - Jefus 
ſtands engaged to carry onRedemption-work; 
and is throughly. furniſhed withgrace to accom- 
pliſh-it, Heb. 10.. 74 Chriſt readity conſents to 
the fulfilling of the Fathers will-z and whatthat 
was you have 1/a. 42-7. Toopen the blindeyes, 
and to bring out the Priſoners out of the Priſon, 
which 1s meant ofthe'work of Redemption, and 
Regeneration; and it was the: will of God the 
Father that Chrift ſhould do this, r. Theſ. '4- 
3- This is the will of God even your SantHfication : 


Aud this he ſtood bound todo, *to promote and 


perfect the power of Holineſfe in all his Chil- 
- 'R 2 dren; 


Flo Bet Trogir," . 
- Now what Chriſt did undertake he Colts 
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Ffis y,, whiles on Earth. _ _ 
ave the work. thou govern me to av; All 
mſn cation fie, fetain Heaven to ſee 


Ep oe pore at wc 
On, 17-17. S 7 
thy word is truth. This Chriſt Intercedes for 
in Heaven, and therefore *cis the fruit of his 
Purchaſe; for he Intercedes for no more in Heas 
ven than what he dyed for on Earth. 

Sixthly ; His Authoritative ſending the Spirit 
of Holinefſe to his people, ſhews bis right to-ig 
by his Purchaſe. Fob. 16. 7. I will ſend bin: to 
you. That is after the finiſhing of his work, and 
re-inſtalment in Glory, Foh. 7. 39. For the Ho: 
ly Ghoſt was. not yet given, becauſe Chriſt 
was not yet glorifyed. 

Laſtly : Were not holinefle purchaſed for fans 
ed Sonls, Chriſts Redemption-wark would be 
imperfect, neither could Souls ever anſwer'the 
ends for which he dyed. Without Holineſſe were 
procured and com —_—_ by Chriſt, there could 
be no Salvation. 

Firſt ; M—— Santify himſelf; We ave 
on 4s an unclean thing and our Righteoufneſſe as fil; 

yags, Ia. 64: 6. And who can bring aclean 
thing of unclean ? no not one, Job 14- 4-lt 
deed the Scripture ſometimes ſpeaks after this - 
manner, Make you a clean heart, Ezek- 18.3% 
Makg you 4 new heart. SO Ua. 1. 16. Waſhg, 
make ye celan : But there is Mans Dutyinot | 
his power - It ſhews the ſubjef; not'the Author 
or this holineſſe ; and where you find ſuch Ex- 
A they are to lead men Yo Chriſt for the 


getting. 
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getting of this. Holineſs in them zas, 
1 Pet. 2. 4- To whomcome; as as tia living fone, &cs. 

Secondly, Without this holineſs be wrought 
in Believers they: can never be. capable of abs. 
ſwering_the ends of Redemption-z, _ are, 

Firſt, To enjoy Lion aridFeli 
Joh. 11. 524 1 Fob('k, 4. Heb. 8; > Nowak: 
out Holineſs no Fellowſhip with God, .2:Cor-6 
14, 19+ 1 Pet. 1i'kg; 16. For his Perfon is Holyz 
and his ofteringsand ſervices art Holy. - 

Secondly, T9 reconcile togethier in one all 
things itt Heaven and Earth, Cob''t- 20, But ad 
Fellowſhip with Angels 'or Saints/in Heaven withs 
out holineſs for; they ace holy Creatures: 7 

Thirdly, Tobe > nar into the neareſt U}- 
nion, and Conformity to wm th Roms: 6. 4, 5 
But. without Holineſs this cannot be. | 

Fourthly, To bejaName! Ts unto 
God, Epb-1. 12+ But: without is no gla- 
nfying af God.. 

Fiſthly,''To bring Souls to the poſſeſſion of the 
purchaſed Inheritancein Glory; Epb-4. 14- But 
nothing that defileythcſhall eater withia che Gate 
of the: new Zeraſelem; Kew. 2 1.) 24. So much for 
the firſt Head, That:Jefus we ors Parchafol 
Holineſſe. Weſballnow 

Secondly 5 For whoa bath che: Gord Foſs Pu- 
chaſed: Halineſſe $111k! \ 

Arſw-: For alt hiy-feed ; For Soaltho 4 
ther hath reabin Rees 9..Chit » 
c_ and [nterceſſionis oaly for thwſeche Fa- 

him, ant every ontiofctiem, for 
FT his ſeed that belong' 0 him as 'the ſecond 
Azam: And in thisC:uf: is that Syripture to be 
R 3 taken 
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taken + Rom. 5. 38. As by the-offence of ont' Fudge. 
ment came upon all Men to Condemnation, even ſd. 
by the Righteouſneſſe of one the ſret'gift came upon all 
Men to Juſtification of = That is 5 As death 
came by Adams fall to all his ſeed, ſo life comes 
by Chriſt to all his ſeed ; neither can it be ſtretch- 
ed further, as the Apoſtle affirms, 1 7oh. [5.14 
He that hath» the Son hath life, 'but he that bath 
wot theSon hath not life. Neither will any affirm, that 
all Men are juſtified unto life, nor any but thoſe 
that believein Chriſt, which are his ſeed : The 
Lord Jeſus tells us, Fob. 17. 20; Tis for all them 
that believe on/him through his word. Gal.'z;/22, 
That the Promiſe by Faith of JeſusChriſt might bi gi» 
ven to them that believe : The Apoſtle-ſpeaks here 
of a double. Promiſe made to Abraham, and 
through him to: Belteving Gentiles, 44. The/Prd 
miſe of Righteouſneſſe in. Juſtification, ver. '18, 
79. 2. ThePromiſeof the$Spirit in Santifies 
tion, VeT. -14. That we might receive the Projinſe 
of the Spirit through Faith;and both theſe are tude 
over to Believers. . You'that come to'Chriſt'ig 
truth, and receive him into'your-hearts byfaith, 
and take his Yoke on- ybur ſhoulders, obey his - 
Laws, fincerely give upyourallto him, and ate 
no more your» own, . but'though you ſee yolt 
want of Holinefle, yet. areireaily willing tobe 
Holy as God is Holy, ſubmitting to-all thes 

 pointments of Chriſt, in order to it} you an 
Fred of Chriſt, the people towhom the Promile 
of Holineffe dath belong.- TRAYE-x; 4 oe 
- Thirdly, What is be Holineſs Chriſt hicth' Pu 
'  cbar'd for: bis Peoplycf. 1c 9) $8 
Faſw, Firſt 5 The truth of Gracegin oppok: 
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tion to Hypocriſie : The Lord Jeſus never ſhed 
his blood for counterfeit grace. His purchay'd 
Treaſure conſiſts not of Counters, but tryed 
Gold, Rev. 3. 17. What he offers to Sinners, that 
he purchaſed and dyed for ,, but Chriſt offers try- 
e1 gold to invited Souls. Any thing ſhort of 
ſaving grace is not' worth' the ſhedding of.the 
blood of the Son of God. That which Chriſt 
Promiſeth to his people is the ſame with that he 
hath purchaſed ;but he promiſeth true grace, Ezek. 
36. 26, 27. He Promiſeth a new heart; and a 
new heart is a truly ſanttified heart : ?Tis his 
Spirit he will put within them.; and his Spiric 
is a Spirit of truth, Joh. 14. 17. There is ne- 
ver a Soul whoſe heart is made willing to be the 
Lords ; but Jeſus Chriſt hath purchaſed ſinceri- 
ty for him ; Chriſt never dyed for Lies and 
Uatruths, but ſeeming grace 18 alye and not of 
the truth. This is wonderful comfort topoor 
troubled Souls that are always doubting of the 
truth of their. graces, and would give a thou- 
ſand Worlds to be ſure that their gold istryed 
gold, and their graces true graces. Now if ever 
thy Soul were brought to deſire Chriſt intruth, 
and to receive him with a lively Faith, thou may- 
eſt be ſure thy graces are true, becauſethe Lord 
Jeſus hath purchas'*d this for all Believers. Now 
thistruth of Grace conſiſts in a through change 
of the Soul, even of the whole Man ; which may 
be diſtinguiſhed into theſe two parts. 1. The 
taking away of Sin. 2, ,The giving of Grace , 
thedeliveringthe Soul fromthe power of Satan, 
and the reducing it under the power of God, and 
into his Kingdom : The purging the Soul from, 
at Y Luſt 
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Luſt,. and poſſefling it with Grace : the d& 
frroying the works of the Devil, and (creating it_ 
the workmanſhip of God : In freeing the 
from tþe Ruling Power of fin in every part, 
implatting theNatureand Image of God on every 
Power and Faculty of it. As 26. 18. 1 Cort 
6. 11, Tit. 2. 14 Rom. 6. 14. #\ 
Secandly ; Perſeverance in Grzce ; Their 
continnance in a ſtate of grace : Andrhe -biding 
of the ſeed of God in them - 1 Foh. 3. 9. ww 
"tis the ſame word that fignifies the Spirits abi- 
ding with Believers,whichChriſt ſaith thall be for 
ever, foh. 14-16. 1 Fob. 2. 29. This he hath 
Promiſed in the new Covenanr, and therefore 
this he hath purchaſed, Jer. 32. 4 0. And there: 
fore the ſanCtified are called the preſerved'in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Fude ver. 1. And the Saints " 


faid to be kept by the Power of God thro 
faith unto Salvation, 1 Pez. 1. 5. This Ch 
ſtands engaged to the Father to do, Fob. 17. 12: 
If Jeſus Chriſt hath not purchaſed perfeve 
rance in Grace to the end for all his people, but 
leaves their continuance in the truth to their 
free-wil}, then he leaves them in the ſame ſtate 
in which they were under the firſt Covenant? 
For the ſtanding of Adam in the firſt Covenang 
was upon his own choice and will ; but this can* 
not be, becauſe Chriſt hath taken away the fit 
Covenant from Believers, and Eſtabliſhed the. 
ſecond which makes the Commers theretmts 
pcrfect, Heb. 3. 6. to 11. Chap. 10.9, 107 
Thirdly ; Growth jn Grace : What he 
them to that he hath purchaſed [for them 3; for- 
Chriſt cannot invite his people to uncertains 
cies 


= 
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ties or diſappointments ; what he exhorts 
them to, he promiſeth to work them to, Phil. 
2. 12, 13. Work, out your Salvation withfrar ani 
trembling \, Foy ® tis God that worketh in you both to 
will «1d to do. Now he bids them to growin 
Grace, 2 Pet. 3. 18. And this he Promiſethalſo, 
Hoſ. 14 5- 7. 1 will be at a dew wnato tae), as 
he ſhall grow as the Lilly, and caſt forth his roots as 
Lebanon, they that dwell wnder bis fhat 
revive as the Corn, and' grow 4s the Vine. Pla; 927 
12. The Righteous ſhall flouriſh as the Palm-Tree 
and grow as the Cedars in Lebanon. What God 
Promiſed under the new Covenant Chriſt hath 
dyed for ; for this Covenant is wholly Confir- 
med by blood; by the death of the Teſtator, 
Heb. 9. 14, 17. 

Queſt - Then 'what is the reaſon Gods People 
graw no mortin Gracd his day ? 12f3 
Anſs. Firſt 3} Allare not ſr. chat are of 
Jracl ; Many palle for Saints in the Judgment 
of. Men which-were never fauCtified in Chriſt 
Jeſus, nor will HET ſd in- the approba- 
tion of God z and therefore ſome-in whom you 
ſeeno growth, are no contradiQion to thisrrath: 
at all, they being none: of the feed of Chrift.:-"" 
Secondly ; The” Lords Trees as well as the 
Trees of the Wood have their growing times > 
The Winter is tio time t6 grow 3 16 nar the 
Winter of Tempration of divine deſettion. Bo. 
dies have their growing times, ſ6 have Souls. Be-/ 


hever thy goon ing time may be yet'to-cottie* if 


thoy art | WES: 77 

' Thirdly ; Souts may grow,though lowly, and 

inviſibly to themſelves and others ; ar 
| | e 


250 _ The Beſt Treaſure, Or," © 
have ſometimes a vail on their Eyes, and cannot 
diſcern their flouriſhing,and ſometimes the ſmal- 
neſſe of Grace renders it indiſcernable to others, 
There may be a growing downward in Faiths 
and Humility, thoſe radical Graces that ſtr 
enthe Souls adherence to Chriſt, though there 
be no growing upwards in fruitfulneſle forChriſt, 
There is a growing in internal longings and ſe 
cret deſires after more of God, and in higher 
valuations of Jeſus Chriſt,though not in ſuch ſen+ 
ſible enjoyments of -him. As the truth of Grace 
lies beyond the view of Men; ſo doth many 
times the growth of grace to a Mans ſelf, andtg 
others. {2 
Fourthly ; The People of God ſhall at laſt have 
their growth in grace further*d by.their preſent 
decays in Grace. - As the ſickneſle of Children, 
though it makes. them languiſh for a time, yet 
it helps; on their\growth when ?cis over , ſothe 
Winter ſeaſon promotes the: growth of T 
and herbs when the Summer comes. wy 
Fourthly ; The Lord Jeſus hath-Purchaſed for 
his people Perfeftion in Grace alſo : This is 
intended by his death, that they may be ma 
perfect in one, Fob. 17. 2 3. This he preſleth ther 
to Mat. 5. 48. Be ye perfett as your Father whi 
36 inHeaven #3 perfe. And what he exhorts them 
to he prepares and hath redeem'd them to. For 
thisend he gives them Ordinances, that they may 
come-to a perfeft Man, to the fulneſle of the 
meaſure of the ſtature.of Jeſus, Chriſt, Epb..4 
12, 13. Heb. 10. 14 This perfeCtion of grace 
is nothing elſe but glory. '1 Cor, 1 3.. 10. When 
that which ts perfett #5 come, then that which is in og 


$6.2 WD 000 VS TY In Ie 2. wa Fo. 7 Doi ac Er otras 


the Unſearchable Riches 'of Chriſt. 452 


ſhall be dene away : And'' this Oy por- 


chas'd for Believers, Fob. 10. 23. 
Que: 1f Chriſt hath" Purchaſed 
in mem Then wha#s the 


ver 4 day ſince he 


Whence comes this ſo 3 © 

Anſw. Firſt ; RNs the 
}atter part of the laſt daivs, and the Taſt daics ; 
are daies of great unholineſſe, and little- 
O the Catalogue of ſins rhe Scripture' gi 
that will abound at that time, 2 Tim. 3; N "I 
the laſt dairy Perillous times ſhall come,” for Lge 
ſhall be lovers of themſelves —— Having # 
Godlineſſe but thi Power thereof. ' 
himſelf ſhews us the complexion ofthe laſt titives : 
Mat. 2:4. '13. Then Iniqutity ſhall abound, and the 
love of manywax cold . The Uaies before the Corm- 
ing of Chriſt to avenge*his Elect are (dies of 
little 'Grace': ' When the Sonof Man wort rakg 
find Faith o#i the Earth ? Enke 18. 8. 0 

ran A nprngees mp 


crites that'/get under 4 op 

amongſt Salnts + In the kſt- times: the' 
teſt-aamber of Men are formaliſts, 

heard, 2: Tii#. 3.5: © !a61F at feaſt 6fVi Pro. 
fellors will at" the coming 'of Chriſbde gt 
fooliſh,andabundance of tares among 

and 'Goars among the Sheep, will be 

when Chriſt comes to Judgment ; "and this din. 


vaſound Perſons anibouſt the ſincere hinder their 
thriving 
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thei ingiin Grare, /l ca SEED eſte 
be Company ;. theſe, as Toe 0 


ebony fot as dead 


Sr at 
x Run and penal 
Ve eifIfs Luke 22. $34 'tis a time of great 
teraptation to Gods peaple : Satanis come 
Wi great wrath, Rev. 12- 13, This Chap. is 
temporary with the. Seals -and Trumpets, ca 
ives us 2 repetition of the Churches State ut 
er the firſt and ſecogd Perſecution; - this vr 
holds forth. the ſecond perſecution under: Anti. 
2 when ae ancel the true 
levers, and comes a among 
profeſſours, to ſtir them up. to nanny | 
then the Devil hath Zreat wraths h aſpecially nn 
= OR ign, when be hath. uf 
tte: frm gempiation as well as perſe+ 
co e labours to deſtroy the Saints holineſs. 
hly, Gods on yg _ | 
ecang ate emer ke _ .nader Eng 
ke $>.4 ri 
nearer-£Q hi neon oo baſe nay be. f ring how 
ina; ' fo lictle holineſs "but. yy» 
pay m—_— will make: *vÞ his 
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pon gedghe 6 choiceſt 

ſue. - lhave rarer 

two thingss/7.- Some |; 

and vatoej, men never ſeek great -heaps of duſd 
Qr Rows, as parc of theirRiches 5-byt: ns 
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Gold, and Jewels, areithipgs of account. '2;: 
bundance and weplingd of theſe —_— 
things.Now ionis thing of wonderful 
value, and an unknown excellency in its natate'$ 
holineſs muſt needs be excellent becauſe it is a 
ſparkle of Divine Glory; ?tis part ofthe Nature 
and Image ofGod hianſelf,2Per.1.4.7Tis 


 ofGod, Hab. 3. z.WhentheProphet wouldſet forth 


God in his Glory, he gives him the name of the 
holy one, God came from Teman, andthe holy one 
from Mount Patan, hisGlory covered the Heavens. 
The Prophet here ſpeaks and. Pr of the 
calling of the Jews by the Goſpel, after the 
gn —_— bo mwomin mann CO 
giving on Mount Sis, making 
them his le by that Covenant ; So Temes is 
a place in Jdumes, Paranin Arabia, between 
Sina and Sir, from whence God gives'out his 
Law, and ſhews out his Glory, as youmay ſee, 
Dent. 33- 3- Some take Temantor w,and 
then the meaning isthus z As God did formerly 
manifeſt his Glory, by giving out his Law: from 
Mount $in4:; and his $ in keeping and 
leading his-people thr the Wildernefs to 
Canaan and Jeruſalem: $0 will he in Gofpel- 
times, manifeſt his Glory, / in giving the Goſpel, 
and calling a People to himſelf, and this« 

of his will moſt eminently appear in the mani- 


' feftation of his Holineſs. So that Holineſs isthe 


Glory of God, and therefore muſt needs be 
moſt excellent. Nay, SanCtification is the ho- 
nour of the Creature, Rev. 21. 10, 11. The Glo- 
ry of the latter Church is ſet-forth byits Ho- 
lineſs : So Sanctification and Honour are joyned ' | 

- toge- 
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together, 1 Theſſ! 4. 4. Holineſs is the greateſh 
Treafure'; forts laid'vp in the choiceſt \Tread 
ſi in Heaven, the place of Gods: 
_ the Habitation of the Holy Saints and Ans 
gels, _-—_ 3.15.Treaſures are not thePoſleſſion of 
every one,they are given uſually but to a few:$9. 
is Holineſs the priviledge of the feweſt and.leaſt- 
number of men;few there be that find it, Mate 56 
13, Riches can procure the greateſt things 
procurable, as one faith Money anſwereth bad 
things; that is all thingsthat are ſaleable 
men 3- ſo Holineſs, . though it cannot 
Mercy, yet it fits perſons for the greateſt Mer, 
cies,and higheſt Services. None more advanced 
than holySouls;they dwell in the preſenceofGod; 
Pſal. 140. 1 3. They are through Chriſt very .po- 
tent with God ; they are fit for the higheſt work.- 
When Perſons come to dye, they ſee 'the ex- 
cellency of holineſs, and would purchaſe it with 
a world : This proves that SanCctification is a 07 
Treaſure. 

Again, The purchavg'd Holineſs of Chriſt hath 
not only excellent worth, but large q 3 
| he hath purchas'd fullneſs of Grace; Grace 
Grace. O Believer, though thy heart be emp- 
ty of grace, yet Chriſt's Treaſure is full, he hath: 
as much as ever thou canſt need or- craye; to: 
make thee as Holy as thou wouldeſt be, and yr 
to all Eternity. FR 

UDd £. | ff: 


IfHolineſs be the Purchaſe of Chriſt, than 
*tis not the Creatures procurement, or by 2 
ways or means. obtained ſhort of the n—_ 
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Chriſt. what the Apoſtle fays- of Righteouſneſs 
is true of Sanctification, Gat. 2. 21, If Rightcouſ- 
neſs come by the Law, then Chriſt is dead mm ven. 
So if holineſs be the Fruit of Mens oles, 
Lahours and Duties, then Chriſt died in -yain. 
'Tis too Common an errourin many, to charge 
Chriſt with too much in ſome things, and too 
little in other things. - In juſtification! ſome lay 
too much on Chriſt; I mean-by charging' their 
ſins on him for pardon, which they were never 
throughly convinc'd or 'repented of; and-in 
ſanCtification-chaxge him with too little, expett- 
ing their holineſs and meetneſs from their pur- 
poſes, duties; and improvements: As if holineſs 
were to grow. out of the Sepulchres of their 
Services,and not out of the grave of Chriſt :'Tis 
true ipdeed theLord Jeſus hath appointed means 
for the _— . ofHolineſs,and given promiſes 
andOrdinances for — and pe: fe&tin 
of it,but the vertue of all depends bleſ. 
ſing, 1 Cor. 3% 6, 7- Rom: ge 16- | 
Secondly;Then how unexcuſable are periſhing 
Sinners under the Goſpel, that will not come to 
Chriſt to be made holy- You that lye inyour. 
blood,, and from the Crown of your head ro 
the ſole of your feet are full of filthy Ulcers, and 
putrifying ſores ; whoſe Conſciences cannot but 
condemn you ſometimes for uncleanneſſe ;/ and 
never being cleanſed by the blood of Chriſt ; 
how will you appear. before the Holy God, a 
Conſuming fire, in your unpurged lins ? How-nn- 
juſtifiable is yourfilthyneſſe who might have been 
cleanſed, but would not ! What will you anſwer 
inthe day.of Iadigaation, whea all this tender'd, 
; but 


upon his 
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but refuſed Grace ſhall come againſt you ? = 
you would willingly part with the whole World 
if you had it to get a clean heartanda purged - 
Conſcience ? How dreadful will that word bein 
the day of Inquiſition 3 Ezck, 22. 24- Thou at 
a Land, Thou art 4 Soul that art not cleanſed? 
How cutting will the memory be of rejeted 
Grace, when God ſhall ſay, 7 would bave bealed 
you, but you are not bealed? Jer. $1. 9. Youmi 
bave had your natures changed, your Conf 
&s cleanſed, and your hearts ſanCtified, but 
you would not : Now away thou prophane hard- 
hearted wretch - Be gone thou ſecret Dr 
Swearer, Thief, Lyer, take him Devil, go an 
be filthy ſtill, wallow in thy blood , there lye 
curfing in torment to all Eternity ; as long as1l 
am God, thy blood ſhall lye upon thee. i] 
Thirdly ; Then the Holineſſe of Believers isand 
ſhall be ſure, being grounded on the Purchaſeof 
- Chriſt. *Tis bought, and paid for(O Believer )for 
thee : purchas'd SanQtification is alluredly thine 
as thou art not thine own; The truth, continu- 
ance, growth, and petfeftion of Grace is pro- 
cured for thee by a price : A price agreed onbe- 
ewixt 6he Father and the Son. -” 
Firſt, God will not deny it, Juſtice it ſelf can- 
not with-bold thy parchas'd due. As ſure asChrift 
with-holds not one drop of his blood, or penny 
of the price, ſo ſure will not God with-hold any 
- Part of this Purchaſe. Rom, 3. 26. That he may 
be juſt, and the juſtifier of them thut believe in Jeſus* 
And if the juſtifier, then ſure the ſanifier. Poot 
doubting Believer, when thou ſeeſt nothing but 
unworthineſs inthy ſelf of the leaſt Grace, and 
| 7 peace 
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e from God, then think, Chriſt; noc 
Phat made = rt REY nor, car 
not _ a forfeit $ $ whoſe 
blood muſt periſh, whofe Honour and Intereſt 
wuſt ſuffer, if one of thoſe+ for fer iow Chriſt 
dyed ſhould dye and periſh for want of Holigeſſe- 
O no! this cannot be; The Judge of all the xv/9s 
_ Ys © Gen. 18, d 

ſus Chriſt the canned dens Are 

cate roms { er to ſechis 
ved of their right : Heis 
God and his people ; Theda pang ynagher org 
pire to ſee truth ey In "he =—_ 
every One toreceive his due : He will give wic- 

' ked Men their due, much more his Children 5 
And all Power in Heaven and Earth are in his 
hands, Math. 28. 29. He is the- Faithful Wir- 
nee, Holy,and Juſt one, arid therefore will cauſe 
that belieyers ſhall haye the di © 5p of the 
due Meaſures of his Purchag'd Gr v9 

Thirdly, there is nothing in on without 
thee that can hinder the accompliſhment of it, 
Iſa. 43. 13. 1 will wor ky ns le: Let 
Earth and Hell, Sin w ſelf, ragether, 
they ſhall ngt. keep back the of 
_ one day beyond God's time, 7754 12. 20, 

Tis not the frog of Oy roar can prevail 2- | 
gainſt the arm of God, and his. « F 
nal Spirjt, Sho js comptſioned tobciag Jean ol | 
thy Enemies, and (& thee free. indeed. Ch 
Toba een gray s pe 

er his feet, 3 Cpr-ig gr Lag . 
whith js the Cl i993 of Te people, . F 
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1 of OL Odin 
CHAP. XIX,. | 
(31 | | ef4.46T 
Adeption-Grace. provid to. be the Fruit: of 
Chriſt's Purchaſe : The excellency of this 
fate opened in ſeveral particulars. p 


I Come now to a fifth Fruit of Chriſts Pyr- 
chaſe, and diſcovery of that glorious Re- 
dettiption-Treaſure procur'd by his death ; that 
5 a ſtate of Adoption, thoſe whom he ſand. 
fies he adopts, and brings intoa new Relation 
to himfelf ; to God the Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit: The work of SanCtification doth change 
their Nature, Adoption changeth their ſtate; 
they are really alter*d by SanCtifying Grace, 
relatively by Adoption-love. God now become 
their Father, 'and they are his Sons and Dangh- 
ters, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. Came out from ng 
them, and touch not the unclean thing : Hete's a 
change intheir Nature and Life: And I will be 
your God, and you ſhall be my Sous and Daughters.; 
chere'sa change in their ſtate : Adoption is the 
taking of perſons that are ſtrangers, and unde: 
ſerving in themſelves, into a ſtate and Rel 

on of Sons and Heirs; bringing them into a.ne 
Family 2nd Condition : And ſuch is the Adoj 
on of the Sons of Gad, *tis a Tranſlation, 
called and fanCtified Souls out of the Fx 

of Satan into the Family of God, Cat. 1. 1 3,, Wi 
hath delivered us' from the power of darkneſs, an 
tranſlated us into the Kingdom A his dear Son, 

12. To 4s many 4s received him, to them 


power to beremr te Fe of Grd, 3 1 Joh.'3; 2:New 
are we the Sonsnf God:: 
viledge is the Cog ofthe Deaths of Chriſt, Gat. 
4+ 4» $- When the fullneſs of tim yas come God. fent 
forth bis Son made of a Woman, made under the Lay; 
w_—_ SIA were = a Lo _ 
mug YECE UE 044 FOT 
this Adoption be an act of Grace ip.God, to take 
Souls into Sonſhip: with him z: yet %is by : Jeſus 
the Adpticn.of Cloldrens by Th heh Thin 
tron en Ghreft : is, 
To be redeemed, and: made fit fag. it by. Jeſus 
Chriſt. Now in. the Adoption: of Sanftified 
Souls into the Family of God there are theſe fiye 


—_ 
change, x. of Relation, 2. ' Of Obligati- 
I 3- Of Diſpoſition. 4. Of Condition. by of 
uty. 

Firſt, There's a change of Relation ; they 
were the Children of the Devil; Fob. 8.-44- 
Heirs of Hell, and under the Power of the: God 
of this World, Eph.2.2. Who rules in the Cluldren 
of Diſobedignce. They were of. the kindred of 
Hell, of that Family whoſe Head and Ruler js 
Satan. This was their ſtate, when Redemption- 
grace found them. Now Adoption alters this 
relation, and being taken out of this.Family: by 
effeCtual callingathep areby Adoption cutred ip- 
to a new Relation, and made the: Sons and | 
Daughters of Gad,. Gal. 4- 4+ , Now they can 
call God their Father ,- Chriſt their Hugband-; 
the Saints heir Brethren, verſe. 5- Eph. 2. 
Ig. Te are:mo mare Strangers, and Ferreignert, 
but Fellow Citizens with the a the Houſ- 
bold of God. ; Secondly, 


OT 
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Secondly, A change” of Obligation';" 
were bound to the Law of Satan, under 
Law of Sin, and Slavery of the World, led Ca 


tive by Satan athis Will, Col. 1. 13. But w 


F: Bye, 
"AR 


,  Adoprion-grace comes, it- delivers them from . 


* this Obligation, and they are brought under 
;. the power of God, and Scepter of his Kingdom, 
 Atts 26. 18. Rom. 6.14, 17, 18. Heb. 1. 8, 


' Thirdly, a change of Diſpoſition ; they haye - 


the Nature and Spirit of Children, Gal. 4. 6. 
Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth the Sywit 
of his Son into your Hearts, &c. They were by 
Nature Enemies, but now are Children ; 
have a diſpoſitionto love God, to honour 
obey him, 'tis their Meat and Drink to do' his 
will, Feh.q. 34. Mal. 1. 6. Toferve Chriſt be- 
- fore was burdenſome, but now __-- 
The Love of Chriſt conſtrains them : *Tis as 
natural for them now to obey Chriſt, as ever it 
was torebel againſt him z they are never ſatis 
but when God 1s well pleas'd. '- 90 
Fourthly, A cange in theirState andICondi- 
tion; they are brought into a ſtate of Glorious 
. Priviledges, in reſpeCt of; 1. Liberty, 2: Rights 
and Intereſts. 3. Boldneſs. 4.1nſtruction. 5.Cor- 
reftion. '6. Proviſion. 7. ProteCtion. 8. Inhe-- 
'ritance : -And by theſe the ſtate of an Adopted 


: F 


- Soul appears to be a glorious ſtate. ae 


Firſt, They arebroughr info a ſtate of Free- 
dom, Joh. 87 36: If the Son ſhall make you'free: 
then are you free indeed (iaivlegdon) The word 
Imports that Freedom that is oppoſed to Servi. 
rude, 2s it gppears alſo by the word, ver.'$3. 
Chriſt tells ghqw, wer- 32. The trath ſhall _ 


het. 2 de £ Rn ff Ya 
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them free And they anſwered him z We be A- 
brahams' ſeed, and were never itn we to any 
Man: So that by freedom here, Chriſt i s 
a delivering of them from that bondage they. , 
were in by reaſon of ſin and Satan: and he tells 


- them that, this is that ſreedom that comes by 


him z all-that are the Children of God are free 
Men and Women. 1:Cor.7.28. 2 Cor..z, 17. Where 
the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty: The A- 


--poltle tells them, wer. 8. That the Miniſtration” 


of the Spirit is much. more gloriqus/than rhat of” 
the Law, or letter; that is, the Miniſtry of the' 
Goſpel is far more Excellent than that of rhe” 
Law, which he proves by ſeveral arguments - 
And here he tells usthat the Lord is thar Spirit, 
that is, the Lord Jeſhs is the Author gra gates 
or Spritual Miniſtration, under the Goſpel, and 
where that Spirit or Adminiſtration is, or where 
the Soul. is brought. into this Golpel-ſtare, there 
is liberty, Roms: 8. 21. Now this liberty that 
all cheChildren ofGod are brought into is a two- 
fold liberty. x. A liberty from Servitnde. 2- A 
liberty to ſervice. 'Qras a Reverend. writer ex. 
preſſeth it: A liberty fromthe Family of Satan, 
and liberty in the Family of God. There are forme 
things which all Adopted Souls have a liberty 


from, and ſome things they.haye liberty in or 


tO. P45 | 
Firſt, All thatare Adopted in Chriſt are ſet 


| free from, that ſlayery they were in uader, the 


Law Sin, Satan, and the World. They are freed 
from Bondage under the Law, hd eedeopees af 
work, and Bondage-wrath : All thagare und 
had ral who areout of Chriſt, 
MY 3 are 


: 
5 
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are oblig*d to Bondage-work, ts the work off 
ſlaves, not of free Men. 5 
Firſt, rhey are bound to do work that is above 
their ſtrength, which they can never perfor 
Rom. $8. 3. The Law was weak thro pf : 
that is, there was an LOporen'ty in falle 
to fulfil the Law, or attain life by it - 4 
required petfett, and perpetual Obedience; l 
this could never. be performed by ſinful Man,/and' 
therefore legal-work, was hard work, wofkbe- 
ver to be dane by fallen Man, and this isbot- 
dage-work. bY 
Secondly ; Legal-work i is mercenary work;l 
this and live. Gal. 3. 12. The Man that doth the 
ſhall live in them : Like a Servant, if he do 
work heſhalthaye his wages, if not he m 
pet 'tiothing ; and'this is hard indeed, that 
poor weak Creature that is utterly ery 
all ſtrength, worth, and Ability, muſt have. 1 
more than car deſerye. 
"Thirdly ; *Tis rigorous work, preſt by a 
rents of ſevefity, threatnirgs of death and 
to all the Tranſgreſſours ofjr. Gal. 3. 10. pn 
tvery one that continueth not in all things "I 
the book of the Law to'do them. _ 
Fourthly ;'*Tis rv we work, works tliat 
cannot make the comers *thereunto | 
Heb. 9-.9.*Tis Labour in vain. Heb. = ,. "4 | 
Fifthly ;*Tis'work wi Wages, þ W 
at all could ever be receiyed/from it. Gat: | 
22. For had thire been: a Tavinhic could 4 
ven Life, verily Ri wg». th * = 
But the Scripture bath conclady 
Ihere is no no Life, no Crown, fo 5 Koga 
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is the reward-' 6f all fuck taboors. : --! - 
Sixthly,” Tis'work that will ſurely end indeath : 
Let men wotk never fo hard-yet they muſt 
and be damm'd at laſt for ſhort, 
is bondage-work' indeed ; but the Children of 
God are freed from this work, Rej a 
now we are delivered from the Law, that 
wherein we are held, that we 0 mace wnregn; 
of Spirtt, and not in oldneſ 
Again, As they are freed fombe bondage-wotk, 
ſoare they freed frem bondage-wrath-The wrath 
ofGod is upon all the Children of diſobedience; 
all Chriſtlefs Souls-are Children' of wrath, boand 
over to an Inheritance of wrath,'' Eph.5. 6. Chap. , 
2. 3. Becanſe the Law worketh wrath, Rom: 4.15. 
It brings all its Servants nnder wrath, under the 
curſe, and under death. Row. 6.” 23, But from 
ren: 
14. de mt 
that is the Dewil:And not only fronktheDevit;bus 
from the works of the Devit. x "Fob. 3-8. Rom. 
cle heyare ied fromaltyott of bondags 
Again theyare A 
laid on rae h het on ry oe 4« 1 
1 Cor: 5. 24, Teare —_ not 
the Servants of Mtv Hypo Four Baith 
and' Conſcience'ts their mabis; 7 hops 
thern contrary t6 the'Command'of Chriſt. 'Gal: 
I. % Why 12. fi yet} leaſed ren 1 ſhould not be 


the Servant This is the fiſt part of li- 
berty the Childret of God ar brought into, 
even a liberty from Servitiide: © 

S&ondly: fo Or God Th to-ſhrvite in 
the Worſhip of God - Their feryice of God 


S 4 | is 
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\ is free and ingentous Service ; their offeringgavy 
free-will Offerings. Pſa. 119: 108. Avcept the 
free-will offerings of wy mauth, Thatis, thoieof- 
ferings or vows Which my mouth hath freely: of, 
fered: The Children of God are a-willing peg. 
ple OHe 110. 3. They ſerve the Lord 
om the heart, Rom. 6. 17, They obey fromthe 
eart that form of Doctrine deliver'd to.them4 
hey delight in the Law of God after the jones 
Man, Rom. 7. 22. The ſtriteſt Service of God © 
is to them the moſt deſired liberty, the Cons 
mands of God are no wayes grievous tot 
that is, to their inner Man, indeed ſo far ay 
fleſh and Corruption get head, they drag heayis 
ly.tq. duty, when the ſpring of their motions, 
eyen their chjld-like love to God-is abated,and 
all the lndiſpoſitions of a child of God flow from: 
decaies of love to God, and ſome abatement;of 
the. Adoption-Spirit in him - The Chiſdren.of 
God are never in their Element,or asthey would 
be, but . when their hearts flow out, after God; 
and they can run the paths. of his Commande. 
ments, this they pray and labout for, Pſa. 119.” 
32. I will runthe way of thy Commandements. when 
thou ſhalt enlarge my beart. Sover, 69. I will. keep 
thy precepts with my whole heart, Their hearts. 
move naturally afrer God when in their right 
temper: As 'the Waters run towards, the Seay 
and the $un runs his race : Their ſervice of Gag: 
cones from a new Principle, even. from. Faitly 
that works by loye, andis directed to new and} 
higher ends, than all the ſervices of Hypocriceys” 
e ſenſe" of divine loye conſtrains them to du»? 
ty, that they cannot but chuſe the things thay” 


| pleas: 


from the rrye. Spirit of Gods Childred ; 
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pleaſe God, further thanthey are bound back by 
Corruption, . and Temptation, their worksare 
wrought, in God from a Principle of life, raif- 
ed and reyived by. grace. They haye no mer- 
cenary aimes in their Duties £0 attain any car- 
nal ſelfiſh end below God, but their Mociyes 
are high andheavenly,. pure: aod Ipiritual, as 


_ the Loveaf God, and carethey haveto ; 


him : 'They ſee: a beauty -1n. Holineſs, and a ple: 
fantneſs in the ways of God, :and find a ſacable. 
neſs in their o—_—_ to love-rheſe: 1 

der never, 1y. great diicouragements,. $599 $0” 
vantages Hoes: blood; bence "tis a - 
Child. of Ga cannot caſt affGod and his Wor- 
ſhip, though he ſeenothing of good or comfort 
coming in by them, nor be perſwaded' to con- 
ſent to any thing that-is ſintul, though+to 1a 
his purſe, perſon, - yea lifeit felt: AN the thteat- 
rings of Men, or viſible dangers in his way, 
can't bring his heart ta:comply with 'u . 
neſs, or-ſpeak or do any - thing mt GC 
his people, . or 'wayes, 2 Cor. 13- 8, We ca 
fo nothing. againſt the truth. None but'a ; Judas 
can come.with a Band of: men and* Officers, a- 
gainſt Chriſt to apprehen@him, 'or bis p! ple 
for owning him : Afcaiab would ſpeak E 21a 
againſt the truth, though to'pleaſe '2a Ku 
1 Kings 22.17. Nor Facobs Soul enter. into. 
ſecret of the wicked in their ſinfol' enterpriſe - 
A fearful Peter may forfake..the protcſhr 
Chriſt for a time,. but he will not be ſee 
ſide of thoſe that do oppoſe him ; no 


7h n+ 
wo 
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read of the Chtiſtians in the primitive Ye, 
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that left their H_ rather" than they. 
would be ſeen againſt Chriſt people ;/and'the. 
whole Legion choſe rather to lay down their 
hves, than 1 their fellow Chriſtians : 
Sach ſhtfings Compliances are OPDORens 
the Spirit of the true Children of God; they 
canrun after God in a Wilderneſs, but cannog 
be drain againſt God by all the World. ©? 
Secondly, They have new Rights a 
reſts - Believers being once entred into the Fa-. 
_ ef God by Chriſt, are preſe : 
ith n&w and Glorious Rights whi er 
had before, nor any beſides the ChiFjiren of Ge 
MES canever haye ; which will appearin 


$. 
Firſt, They have a right to the ſpecial and blef: 
ſed 'preſence of God the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
oe I Tv EAR yg 
upright, that is, the faithful, the Chi 
of God, theſe ſhall-dwell in thy preſence, in 
ſpecial preſence, for all Men and Devils are 
itt the general preſence of God, bur the 
ral be in Gods ſpecial preſence and nor ſtep 
into it only as ſtrangers may, but continue for 
ever as Sons. Joh. $. 35- ſervant abidethnot 
w_ houſe for ever, but the Son abideth ever; Fe. 
26.6. "I 
Secondly. They have a right to the /purchaſe 
of Chrift, to all the fruit of his Obedience, anc 
fafferings : His blood is theirs, with'all the pros 
curements of it. 1ſs. 53.5. He was wonndtdfar. 
oy Tranſereſſions, he was bruiſed for onr Iniquaties,. 
tht chaſti[ement of our prace was won him, 4 | 
frripes we are healed : whatever Chr - 
according. 
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N eehicdly, They Ag pg oy 
2 Pet. 1. 4,1 Wherevy 


this Life and of 
theirs, 1. 774-8 


Fol, iy ew jew bly of 


Chriſt: Being entred i ds Family, 
_ Right A ned jm VG Is 
1 Cor. 12, 1.34 For by one Spixis are we bapi 


10 one Body, whether we be Jews or Gent 
or Free, Ds 


The gre ms CS 


Union with 


both which do 
tothe neareſt d Cor 
of which they have - equals 
and the mee body, th 
munion els x 
and Daughters 0 

to bis Chatch, and all. 
Iſs. 56. 5. Ordinances and. 
I Cor. Zo 22, 23. Yea, ' 
bleſſings of God on 
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Earning REES 
Ven.tac [| 
Fs 9 that wait d, 


r-otoug who is'Heit NO Arc Wt. k 
They have through Chriſt a'Righrro all the goo 2004 
things of this world, ſo far as God ſees i befl 
for them ; they ings their. Tight in the Secold 
Adam, who i dof all; thisis a New-Cove: 
nant-Right ; not over other mens rights t0-it- 
vade or break theciyil properties of any, hat P : 
thoſe Creatures God-giyesthem,and tothe good 
of all things, even wants and enjoyments, * ate 
have a ified uſe of them, which none but 
the Children of God have, Ti. 1. 15. t Kew 
Sixthly, They have Right to the inheritanceal 
Glory, Ti. 3.7.1 Pet. 1. 3,4 Heaven is ths ] 


Country, Home, and Inheritance of all Sain 
Their* Title is feonded on ' Purchaſe 
Chriſt, and Adoption of eB + ot upon t 
Merit or Holineſs; and therefore 'tis called 
the accgunt of Chriſt, the ar pang Doſleſli 
Eph. 1. 14, Which is the L Hang of our wmhers, 


wntil rhe Redemption oft he purchaſed Po 


isuntil we-are redeemed fr 

tion, 'and put into the poſſeſſion of 

Glory ;, yea their Reyerſion non if fr t: 

ly pr for them, - wixhout any of m 

75 price, date " of obedichte, Furth & 
than *lvthe way to walk into Gloryh z thas Fee 

nal Life is ſaid to be the gift of God, Rom. 6 


*% 


"the  Uniearcbabie Rides of Chriſt 6 | 
| but not Life and 


ghteouſneſs | por Sk 
braham, —— 


16. 27. For the Faber bnfeflronyess He 
with an infinite Love, a Love paſling 


and tranfcendivg the love of all Creatures; | 1. 
49- 15. A Mother may forgether Child, | bur 
God cannot forget his ;'He at all-times; 
Eternally, ably: He loves bis Chil- 


32, 33+ He loyes'them when he ſeems 

gry —_— Ron__ Ne corre 
Heb. 12. 6: 

good, Fey. 29! 

wards you, - fi 

net of Evil. 


270 I\ The Baſt Treafwre, Or ut4. © 


| the bowels of a Compelſcnnee Father 
them, Pſal. 103, 8,13; $+» I9%+ 
are them as 6 mn pare bis Som 


Eighthly, Thirk bows ri tto the niet 
way. 


mr _—_— Roms. 8. 
whata bleſs priviledge is this to have J- 
rit of the Son, whereby they can go to Gad 
a Father, and to haye the Spirit workingy 


Thirdly, They have holy ngig 
boldneſs to come. into the preſence of | 
may ates yr he. oc AB, 
in iunecenc o conpeſ n 
_ 2. 6 bor A age beat have 4s 


hide himſelf for atime, 
their cauſe thraygh- Chyil Y 
19. 19, 20. And ghey are not only free to) com 
but ſure to ipoot Yoh. Ws: 24- 3 Fob.$« 14s; 

Cans 7b ſhall be nant the of God, thr 

7 a, 

He will teach, inſtruft, and ſhew them 
they know not :. Hywill lead than. inte af 
Zoh. 16. 16, The Spirit ſearcheth 
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God, -and revealeth them -to- the- Saints, 
on 2- 20. He wll teach them mwany. anon 
they are able to bear : They ſhall have 
ings of Chriſts mind, to ſteer their conrle.wiiies 
in this Wilderneſs. of the World, and ſhall re- 
ceive the revelation of all trutizs neceſſary to Sal- 
vVation- 

Fifthly, They have choice ard delicate pro. 
viſions, and rich maintenance ; this is the duty 
of Parents to provide for their Obedient and in- 
digent Children, + Tim. 5. 8. But if any man 
provide not for his own Houſe he hath denyed the 
Faith: He cares for his Children, Afar. 6. 31, 
32, 1 Pet. 5,7. He that gives his Son, how can 
he but with bim freely give us all things, Rex. 8: 
32. Phil. 4- 19. AMy God ſhall ſupply all your 
wants : He that gives a noms pu at the Jour- 
neys end, will got deny Br 
way: He will provide for their Bodies and Souls, 
for their Perſonas and Families. 

Sixthly, Correction is theirs, Pſal. 8g. 32. 
Heb. 12. 8. Correction is the Saints Priviledge, 
and great, advantage z they have need of it, 1 Per. 
1- 6, Though for 4 ſeaſan, if need be, you. ave in 
beavineſs, GC. And they haye ady by it, 
Pla. 119,71, It is gead for we that 1 been 
«ſited, Heb. 12.10, But be for our profit... 

Seventhly, Protection. is anotber priviledge 
of Children; He will keep;them as the Apple of 
his Eye, Pſa 17-8. He will hide them in thie-{e- 
cet of his Tabernacle, Pf; 31. 20. He-will keep 
them Day and Night, {ſe. 27. 3- - He gives. bis 
Angels charge concerning them,  Pjo.-9- 11, 
12. Heb, 1.14 

| Laſtly 
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beer The Kingdom is theirs : O thiak whay” 
reſt, *what jay, what holineſs, what perfe&tion® 
what immutability,, and Eternity of Glory is if - 
Heavyen'! and ſay, all this is my Eſtate by Adop+ 
tion ; T ſhall one day be poſſeſſed of ir; here Þ 
am poor, bt there I ſhall be rich, here l amem- 
pty and hungry, there [ ſhall be full : hereTan® 
deſpiſed, there | ſhall be honopred ; here thay - 
not a honſe © lay my head in, there I ſhall n F 
a Manfion toall Eternity; here one and another; 
ſays, come ſit at my Foar, there ſhall 1 ſit ow's 
Throne,atjd'be aCrownedKing for ever:Here my 
Comforts/go,arid my troubles ſtay; worms breee' 
in all by enjoyments, bur thereis'no Ruſt, nb# 
Moth;: no Decay, nor Death. O bleſſed ſtage 
itideed' that Believers are Adopted to idChrilt?” 
- Fifchly, The laſt conſiderable thing in Adop-” 
tion is, the Duties that flow from ſuch* a ſtate,” 
and this is part of their priviledge a}ſo, as being” 
the Frait of an Adoption-ſtate, and that wid ' 
they are purchav'd as well as oblig'd unto bythe. 
blood of Chriſt ; all the filial duties of Believers 
are the fruits of Adaption-Grace, Gal. 4. 6. Bi 
Cauſe ye are Sons, God bath ſent forth the ou ; 
bis Son into your Hearts, ' The Spirit; of his 
to make you really ſuch, and to form ip you the” 
Nature, and work you to the duty of Sons. 50 
that Adopted Souls are riot only choſen of Gad: 
to heheirs with Chriſt, but” are alſo degotten” 
of Godinto theNature and Image ofChriſt, Ram,” 
8:29. Whomhe did | fergin, ou ee VEAL ]FV- 
nite to' be conforme ta the Image of bis Sow 6 
tharas Chriſt carryed himſelf as a Son, ſo ſhoug® 
the Children of Gpd in their meafare; and "tir 
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and that by the ſame Spirit. theſe dui, 
which Gods Children are ſpiritec Ws 
to, are, ERIE 
Firſt, To love God as their Fa even from 
a ſ:nſe of his Fatherly love, 3 oh. 4. 19. We 
love him becauſe he firſt loved us. Deut.. 6. 5 | 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beart, 1 
all thy Sonl,, and with all thy might :- The Lord 
thy God, becauſe he hath pleated to wake hee 
his Son,and to place thee in 19 near agd high rela- 
tion to himſelf, Pſa.31.2 3-0 love the Lord all y his 
$S4ints :You that ace ſet apart for him,aad Sanctifi 
edby him; Oyou of all Ferſons fromthe ſenſe af 
this relation ſhould love, him: This is a fitial duty, 
and ſoellvntial ro Sons, as that 'tis put far the 
ground of all their Obedience.7eb-14.1 3. 1f a prant 
love me, be w'll k;ep my wird, and my Eather will lo 
kin;that is, manifeſt his love to bimas a Father.T!, 
is not a forced but a natural love.toGed ariſing 
from that new Nature and Spirit;of Adoption 
in them ; ſo that a Child of God may as well cea 
to bza Child, as ceaſe to haye a diſpoſition .to 
love him : Indeed a gracious Soul may not al- 
wayes actually love God, but; he hath adiſpo- 
ſition to love bim, and can appeal. to God that 
he knows .he would love him, and there. is no- - 
thing in all the World he can valuz like him, 

, Secondly,” Tp obey him; feed 14. As 0; 
edient Children, not. faſhiomng yasr ſelves accor- 
ding to former Luſts- os geen gary, of. Chil 
dren to.obey their Parents..in.all things lawfyl; 
and ſo they that are Gads: Children. are. much 
more. oblig:d cogbey Gar, whoſe relation muc 

tore bind; them, bong HUr ava Wore 
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relations,  _ love —— 2. Cop, 
. 14. whoſe Laws invite them, ing holy. 
"it, and good, Rom. 7. 12. Whos Sk 
alſoencourageth them, there isa reward in 
ing them, Pſa. 19. 11. and a reward upon thoſe 
that keep them, Kev. 2. 10. Now this Child-like 
obedience differs from all other obedience ; in 
that, 1.?*Tis the fruit of faith, Fob. 8. 45. 
He that is of God heareth Gods word, that is fq- 
beyeth Gods word; but what an Obedience is 
this, ſee the former wer. It is an Obedience 
from faith, ver. 46. If 1 ſay the truth why do ye net 
believe me ? 2. ?Tisthe labour of love, - 1 Theſ. 
I. 3. Remembring without ceaſing your work, of 
Faith and lahour of love. 3. ?Tis delightful 
Obedience, Rom. 7. 22. 1 delight in the Law of 
God after the inner Man. 

Thirdly, A fear of offending him, Hof. 3. $: 
And ſhall fear the Lord and his goodneſs in th 
latter daies. This is a filial fear ariſing from their 
relation to God as their Father, 1 Pet. 1. 19, 
And if you call on the Father, &c. paſs the time 
of your ſojourning here in fear. This is a:fear ſpring- 
ing from and conſiſting with love ; there 
isa fear that love caſteth out, 1 Foh. 4. 18. 
perfett love caſteth out fear, that is (laviſh fear : 
*Tis ſuch a fear as keeps the Soul cloſe to God, 
and not drive him from him, Fer. -34- 40: O how 
fearful is ſuch a Soul of offending God, Fob 34 
31. He will doall fie can to prevent in, 
11g. 11. Thy word have I hid in my heart" 
I may not ſin againſt thee. | 

Fonrthly, A zeal for- Gods. glory, Pſa. 69 

9. The zeal of thine houſe hath caten me £4 


the Unfearchable Riches of Chriſt. 2.75 
That is, the zeal which I have . for thy houſe or 
for thy pure Worſhip, againſt them that would 
corrupt it, hath like fire conſumed me. Zeal .is 
the burning fire of love which will not bear 
7 thing that diſhonours God : So Phinehas co 
; not endure to ſee God diſhonouredby the whore- 
L domes of his People, but in his zeal executes the 
Law upon one of the higheſt offenders, Namb, 
25-11. The want of the zeal made Laedice« in 
danger of being ſpucd out of Gods mouth, . Rev. 
3. 16. and therefore God calls her to Re 
tance, and to this zealous Spirit in his Worlhip, 
ver. Ig. Be zealous and Repent. This Zeal was 
that Child-like temper that God commended in 
Epheſus, Rev. 2.2. Thou canſt not bearthem 
thatare evil : A zealous Soul cannot” ſuffer any 
reproach on Gods Name, Pſa. 69. 20. Reproach 
hath broken my heart. This Child-like zeal in 
Creſus dumb Son open'd his mouth when his Fa- 
ther was in dangerto be ſlain. 

Fifthly, A fiducial dependence on his.care and 
faithfulneſs, Pſa. 23. I. The Lord is my ſhepheard, 
I ſhall not want : Rom. 8. 32. 1 Pet. 5. 7. Caſt- 4 
ing all your care upon him, for be careth for you: This 
was the Child-like confidence of Fob in his God, 
ob 13. 15- Though he ſlay me yet will I truſt 
inhim : This dependence on the Fathers care 

uieted Adſculus,when he was forc*d to labqur in 
e Town Ditch for his Maintenance. _ 
Eſt dens in Celis qui providus omnia curat, __ 
Credemtes nunquam deſerniſſe poteſt. . 
Mat. 6. 32. Tour Heavenly Father knows you have 
need of all theſe things. A F-thets 
Sixthly, Submiſſion to him; Heb. 12. 
TS. : 9+ 


= $49 2.5 .4a FEA ae x ne © Ein, Lon Ede 


276 . The Beſe Treaſure, Or, _ *, 
9. Shall we not much rather be in ſubjedtion to the.F 4 
iber of Spirits and live, YmTe:y nine, The | 
tes an orderly ſubjeCtion,according to that, ors. 
der and place in which God hath ſet a Man, that 
SE that is in 2nInferiour to a Superiour ? 
he ſame word is uſed of Chriſt, Luke 2. 5, 
And he went down with them to Nazareth, and way. 
Jubjet? to thers,, that-is, ſubmitted himſelfto,that; 
place-duty he owed to them as his Parents. ; 
' Seyenthly, A, carefulneſs to pleaſe him, 1ſ4- 
$6.'4: That chuſe the things that pleaſe me, to. 
them will 1 give within my bouſe,. 4 place and. 4, 
Name better than of Sons and Daughters. That. 
is, ſuch will I own for my Family, my Song 
and Daughters, that chuſe the things that pl 
me. - So did the Lord Jeſus cyidence his 
duty to, his Father, 7oh. 8. 29. I do alway the. 


ey 


xdees $.18 


La 


7 
live above. the; Ch 


= 


of the Lord, Deut. 4.6, Live' fike 
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only are wiſe in their generation, m7. Is S$, 


But be ye wiſ& ifi þ the ings of Got, 
your higheſt wiſdom to bein keepi 


nf c 
Adopted Heirs of a Kinfgdoift, eventhe Headth- 
ly Kingdom) rhat fadeth not away: Olive a- 
bove the ſnares ahd fears ofthis world: 
Laſtly, A' maintaining a Teal: Lhve'to Your 
Brethren, and af endeayour- to live pra 
with them, 1 Pe, 3.8. Live a Brevhrin, pe 
riful, be courteous, & ci j 5. i. Ev 
ſo that loves him that begethtt Lott Wis 4 alſo bee 
bejott a1, 1 Jolil v7 1; Gf, 13:8.” '£e+ thers 
roſirife, 1 pray thee, bermeent the ani thee, Herb 
my Herdſnmen, and thy Herdfmith; for we” 
thren, Chap. 45. 24+ See that you fd not vut by the 
way, 2 Cor. 13. 11: : 
"USE 2g 
Thus you' ſee whit 4 efotjbrs Treafite/h 
doprion-gract” is ; ' view over- this 
(Believet) and tellme what thew' thinkeſtbF 
bro FRI indeed, which all the Gon 
Ophix cankt tihllize ? Rep alt the plat of 
Ge orld worthy to be compared ith ? 
fee all this PrGecired by the Sweat and 
the Obedieace and Death of fit 'Son of God 
and then ſay, whether Cheiſt benor Fs Wor it- 
deed - Look aponthe Childten of _ 
inall their Glory; view their privikags 
utmoſt latitude an4 extent 3 
whether a Believet ih rags doth eq ad {4 
them. Chriſt ſpcaks of Solomon, that he it 
bis Glory, wasnotto FOIIEnry one 
A in 
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-in the Field. So one Saint, ' and Child. of God 
Jjnfinitely excels the Great men. of this World, 
' in all their Grandure, and Advancemeuts: 0 
then admire the Lord Jeſus on this acconnt alſo, 
for procuring Adoption-grace. A 
| ' 1, Queſt, But bow may Ihnow whether 1havi oh- 
rained Os Sms, "R 706 
Anſw. This is a point w enquiting 
into, " ſatisfaftion in ſo fundamental a'poi 
is very neceſſary : But *tis the Office of. 
Spirit to ſeal us up to the day of Redemption, 
and bear witneſs with our Spirits that we arethe 
Children of God, Row. 8. 16. Men may lay down 
marks, but *tis God muſt determine the ans 
yet notwithſtanding for thy reſolution, (Beli 
yer) conſider, .. , ls 
Firſt, Such are partakers of, the Divine Na- 
ture, and are really Sons, as well as Relatively, 

2 Pet. 1.4. They have the Image of God Ts 
upon their Souls:: They have the ſeed of: Holi 
_nefs, Faith, Love, Hope, Patience,and Humilityin 
them, 1 Fob. 3, 9. Rom. 8. 29... And they have 
received of his fulgeſs,Grace forGrace, Fob. 1.16. 
.,, Secondly, Such prize nothing in all." the 
world like toRelation toGod,P[73.25. 170b-3-1. 
Behold what manner of Love the Father bath beſta 
ed on us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of Gotk 


” 
£ 


Thirdly, Chriſtis exceeding precious-46 ſuch 
in whom they are choſen, and by whom this 
Grace comes, 1 Per. 2. 7. To you that believitheis 
roi. Nonein Heaven or Earth that they va- 

like to Chriſt, they account all things but 
droſs and dung, in compariſon of Chriſts excel- 
kency, P hl. Zo 8. x *? 


Fourthly, 


oo. 4. os. AR. XS. Ga a. 
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Fourthly, Such will employ their greateſt care 
to imitate God, Eph. 5.1. 1 Job. z. 22. 

Fifthly, ſuch have a Spirit of prayer and 
ſupplication, Roms. 8. 15, 16. Gal. 4 6. Becauſe 
ye are Sons, God hath ſent forth the vie Fl ot 
Son into your hearts, crying Abba Father 
Parts, not Light, ot the of Prager = 
but ſuch a Soul hath the Spirit of pace very 
ſtrong ſtrains of Faith and Loye run. throu 
all his Duties : He hath a Spirit of 
whereby he comes to God as toa Father. O how 
earneſt and unwearied are his breathings after 
God; what wreſtlings with God in ſecret hath 
he, what pourings out of ſtrong cries to him ag 
Chriſt did in the days of his Fleſh, Heb.y5.7. O 
the ſtruglings ! Othe wo !'O the ardent 
breathings of ſuch for the pardon of their ſing, 
for the mortifying of their luſts,and for the revi- 
vingof their graces: Now where theSpirit of A- 
doption is, there is the ſtate. - 

Sixthly, Suchare enabled to bear, and ye 
by affliction, Heb. 12. 7. If you endure claſh 
God dealeth with you as.with Sons. 

Laſtly, Such have endeared affettions to he 
people of God, 1 Job, 3. 14- We kyow.. we: 
paſed from Death to: Life, becauſe we love the 
Brethren. X 


2. Queſt; What muſt we do to obrdin this Abo 


tion-grace. 
Anſw. This is an aft of Sovercigftp Price 

Free-grace, Rom. 9, 15, 16, 18 

purchaſed by any eq IN, or dope by the Cre: 

ture. You cannot w1 


Relation, AR. 8. 181909 Me Fon way 


og Wu: 


* 
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a OG Eh oa 
es Y, Get juſfifying Faigh, Eph. z. !y, 
; ical, Beg the Spitit of Adoption, 6a. 


+ Laſtly, Open the door of thy heart £6 the 
Spirit, Pſa. 24.7 . Rev 3. 20. 


4 - _" Fn. 
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CHAP.'XX. LH 


7 he C onfirmation of the new C ovenant. is 
” "the Fruit of Chriſt's Purchaſe, provid 9 
feveral Argumonts. 


A Nather glorious Fruit of Chriſts lod and 
chaſed Treaſite for wy Souls:48; the 
ct brithedt of the hew Coventit, to wy 


thy \ ieyers inthe Covertant: This is 


ect. of why tit carts the efakib 
fTovchar his That thete* 
9 poſſi _ 7 _ it void ro = 


promile: T great thin be 4 : 
iro FF a, Far it fall e ſn £0 all 

Dea are, Eight thidgd Which fecdre Wy 

a E, Pic tg Os ml needs . | 

{ 


vit withtbe old Covenant; was: 
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it was weak, and could nor- ſecyre thoſe: thas 
were within it, Heb. 8. 8; 9. Which Govenarc 
they britke 3 though I was an Husband to thimy ſuith 
the Lord, Jer. 31. 32.7 Now if this were the -rea- 
{on why God did alter thefirſt Covenant ;; then 
the 16Ww Covenant he makes #1 the room of it, 
mult n-eds be free from this ImperfeCtion .and 
mutabitiry, or eſe it would abindantly-reflect 
on the iofinite wiſdom of Gott to make a new 
Covenant guiley of the ſame etrover- 
Secondly; This was Gods delign-in making 
a new Covenant, that it might be orderediin 
things, and ſure, 2 Sam. 23. 5- That ir might be 
firm,and' eltabliſhed upon betrer promiſes, Heb. 
8. 6. Why are they called better promiſes? Are 
there better promiſes chan the promiſes of Hea- 
vea and Glory ? They are called better, becauſe 
more pure atid abſolnre promiſes, and becauſe 
it was Gods deſign to make them fure;Ropm. 4.16. 
Thi#y, Ir is confirmed! by -the blood of 
Chriſt, and cherefbre the blood of Chriſt is call. 
cd che blood of the Covenant, Mar. 26: a8- This 
is my blood of the wy Teftament:; ? Tis the blaod of 
the aew Teſtament, mthac it ſeals ts. the .tulfil- 
ling of thisGovenanc.;; The.death of che Teſts- 
tout makes the Teſtament ro be-in full force,#Heb. 
9.17. That now allthe onecene F as are 
certain,- ant can*2r bediſaþpointed to the Le 
tees aridHeiry of Salvation. Again, this blood 
of Chriſt: is the bloed.of che Covenagtand con- 
firms ir; im That irmakes good all che conditions 
of it, that wharever is requifed to make this Co- 
venant gobd;! is undertaket# by Chriſt, in the 
dehalf of all his ſeed; and therefore he one 
E 


t = 
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the ſurety of the new Covenant, Heb. y. 22; By 
death he hath fulfill'd the Condition of the firſt, 
and undertaken for the fulfilling of this new Co. 
venant, in and by Believers : Yea, his obedi- 
ence is for them, to preſent them compleat to 
the Father, notwithſtanding all their fail- 


s. 
"Foutthly, This new Covenant is ſure to Be. 
lievers, becauſe the Adminiſtation of it isinthe 
hands of Chriſt, Heb. 8. 6. But now he hath ob. 
rain'd amore excellent Miniſtery, by how much he is 
the Mediatour of a better Covenant. The whole 
truſt about theAdminiſtration of new-Covenant- 
bleſſings, is devolved on Jeſus Chriſt ; and there. 
fore he is called the Mediator, and Miniſter of 
the Covenant : So that the Covenant muſt needs 
be ſure, ſeeing the diſpoſe thereof is by com- 
pact betwixt the Father and Chriſt, deliver'd 
into his hand upon the account of his death : - 
Now-he that is the Believers Friend, Head, and 
Husband, hath all power in Heaven and Earth, 
to make good the Covanent to them, Mar. 28. 
18. Sothat the promiſes of the Covenant can- 
not be forfeited by Believers, being made over - 
to Chriſt as toa Truſtee for them, and their Co- 
venant ſtate alſo being ſo ſurely confirm'd, that ; 
they cannot fall from it. | > 

Fifthly, Chriſt*s ſuſkciency to ſee new-Cove- - 
nant-promiſes made good, and new-Covenant- 
ends accompliſhed to them,is ſecurity enough for 
their ſafety. He is an alſufficient Saviour, able 
to ſave to the utmoſt, all that come to God by 
him, Heb. 7. 25. He is' able. to ſee Gods part 
fulfilled, having all che promiſesin — 


| 
| 
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all the things promiſed at his d owe) any ; and he 
able to ſee the Believers part fu 
he hath all that in him which is needful rye = 
making of theCondition good on their part:For, 
Firſt, He bath all Wiſdom in him, to make 

them wiſe to Salvation, Col. 2. 3. He is made of 
God to bis people Wiſdom, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Appoint- 
ed of God to receive Wiſdom for them, what- 
ever they need to guide them in the way, . and fit 
them for Salvation: Knowledge is neceſlary to 
Eceroal Life, Joh. 17. 3.- The Image of God 
conſiſts partly in it, Gol. 3. 11. Withont it the 
heart is not good, Prov. 19. 2. No Faith with- 
out Knowledge, 2 Cer. 4. 4 No Obedience 
without Knowledge, Pſa: 18. 44. This is need- 
ful to diſcern the wiles of wyr—c/ 0 + I 2. 11; 
The finfulneſs of ſin, Row.7: 13, The pedo 

of Chriſt, r' Per. 2. 7. The beauty of holineſs, Pſ. 
110. 3 The love ofChriſt,that p: aſech knowled 
Eph. 3.19.The war your 

freely given of God, 1-Cor.'2. 12. REN for th 
endall Wiſdom is 7 his Spe in Chriſt to be. given 
out to his people by his Spirit through his word ; 
hence ?tis ſaid, that Bello have an Unttion 
from the holy one, to teach them all thivgs, 
1 Fob. 2. 20, 27. Andthe promiſe of the Spirit is 
made to them, to lead them into{all truth, Fob. 
16.13. yo RT for Sits to 
fit them for Covenant-Duties and Mercies, all 
this is in Chriſt for them, and ſo he is able to 
make the Coveriant good to them. oy 

Secondly, He hath all Grace in him that tends 

to the fi ling of this Covenant in Believers and 
forthem: He hath received the Spirit without 
meg» 
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meaſure ; Foh. 3. 34. And why is this ? But that 
from his fullneſs Believers may receive Grace 
for Grace, Foh, 1. 16. He is the fullneſs that fill. 
eth all in all, Eph. 1. 23. And therefore hath pro 
ſmiſed Gtace ſufficientto his people in all heir 
temptations, 2 Cor. 12. 9. 1Coy. 10. 13+ under 
all theic burdens, Pſa. 55- 22- For all duties ati 
undertakings, Phil. 2. 12,'13- Chap, 4:13. 1 
can do all things through Chriſt that irengtheneths 


me. 
© Thirdly, He hath all power in Heaven, and 
Earth put into his band, 'Math. 28, 38. PoWerts 
bruiſe Satan under his peoples feet, Rom: 16:26, 
To ſubdue Corruptions in them, dic, 7. 16: To | 
vanquiſh all their Enemies for them, - Fob; 16.33. 
Rev. 12, 11. To heal ll their backilidings, Hof. 
14- 4- To wotk all their works in them; and fat 
them, 1/a. 26. 12. To give them Faith, and to 6 
fiſh it, Heb. 1 2, 2, To keep them faithfal ro rhe 
death, 2 Theſ. 2.5. Aid to ſecure the promiſtd 
Fruit of all for them, Rev., 22. 12, and therefore 
ſufficiently able to make good Covenanr-Promi-. 
_ to them, and to-fulkll Coyenant-ditics in 
tnem. - KErot 2 2X: 
Sixthly,Chriſts engagement to,and:forhis peo-. 
ple,and his intereſt.in themzis another ies 5 : 
the fulfilling of theCovenant;Ckrs/t hath promiſed 
theFather that he will bringthem all coGlary,and 
hath undertaken all their work for them, Heb. 16 
0: ag he hath promiſed to them to make good. 
Covenant when he perſwaded theirhearts to. - 
him. Heb.8.9,013- 1ſa.55,11.Againhis own imte-' 
zeſt in them is ſecurity enough : Alt the fruit of, 
his death and purchaſe hes in the fulfilling ol the 
OVe- 
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Covenant ; if that, be broken, be loſeth: all hjs 
ns, and Obelie N 


nce, he hath dyed in yaig, ©" 


his blood and Interceſſion are to no purpoſe, for 

herein lies all the travel of his Soul, e.g 3.10, 11- 

In this is the enjoyment of all his delights, if this 

Covenant be pot ſure then vo Soul can be faxed, 

and Chriſt ſhould loſe thoſe delights he had in 
the habitable” parts of the Earth before the 

World was made. Pro. 8. 31. Saved Souls arc 

Chriſts Crown and Glory, and how mangled and 

defeftive would ChriſtsCrown þe,ſhould any one 

Periſh whoare intereſted in this Covenant? Up- 

on this depends all Chriſts Mediatory Glory, 

Joh. 17. 4, 5. And ſhould: there bea failure 

here, he would loſe his expected Glory as Me- 

diatour. So: that you ſee the fruit 'of his Pur- 

chaſe, the delight of his Soul, and his Etergat 

Glory with the Father, are all wrapt up ig the 
accampliſhment of this Covenant, 

Seventhly, The Immutability of Gads Caun- 
ſel, and the certaiaty of his engagement, confir- 
med by an Oath, renders the new Covenant 
ſure, Heb. 6.' 3-7, 18. Wherein Gad willing mort 
abundantly to ſhem to the beirs of promiſe the im- 
mutability of his, Counſel c "dit by an Oath : 
Theſe are two immutable things, purpoſe, 
andh is engagment,, and becauſe theſe could ad- 
mit of no yarntion,therefore the things Promi- 
ſed muſt he falkl]'d4nduetime.HeavenandEarth 


thialaeſs 10: - 


reach 
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reach his own deſigns, and therefore what he 
hath determined muſt come to paſs, and | 
this purpoſe of God is laid his promiſe : He 
havin firſt reſolved upon it, is engaged to it. 
y, Another reaſon to prove the certainty 
of the new Covenant is taken from the nature of 
the promiſes; they are abſolute; tis true there are 
ſome conditional promiſes as the effects of the 
other, but the fundamental promiſes, and thoſe 
which compleat the Covenant of grace are alto- 
gether abſolute ; tis true alſo, faith is a neceſ- 
ſary qualification to intereſt a Perſon in theſe 
promiſes, but when the Soul comes to havea 
propriety in them, the tenure of them then is 
abſolute, Fer. 31. 33, 34+ Heb. 8. 9. He will 
put his Spirit within them, and will cauſe them 
to walk in his Statutes, Ezek. 36.125, to 28. / 
will be a God to them, and they ſhall be my People, 
Jer. 32. 40. And I will make an Everlaſting Co- 
venant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them to do them good : But I will put my fear m 
their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me :In 
which you ſee the condition. is undertaken and 
ſecured, as well as the promiſe and things pro- 
miſed; had it indeed depended upon conditio- 
nal promiſes alone, which doubting Souls have 
moſt in their eye, then the failure of the condi- 
tion would have forfeited the promiſes, and 
then they had been null'd : But you ſee the pro- 
miſes of the new Covenant are abſolute, and 
therefore ſure to all the ſeed, even to every 
one that believeth in Jeſus Chriſt - Theſe are 
the grounds of hopes the believers have, that * 
the Covenant,and every title of it;ſhall be made 
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pon eo firm it ixthe blood of Chriſt. His death 
and ſuffering, on which account it may be lookt 
on as the on confirming of it, and ſo 
believers may to whom they are ; behoL 
ding and oblig'd, for all their new-Covenant 
m—_— USE 


From this grand and glorious truth : The 
fulfilling and aſſurance of the new Covenant, 
flows, 1. Wonderful Comfort to all true Be- 
lievers.. 2- Great Obligations on them to thank- 
fulneſs and Obedience. | 

Firſt, This yeilds abundant Conſolation to 
Believers, ona double account. 

1. From the cerfainty. 
2. From the Excellency af this Covenant. 

Firſt, From the certainty of this Covenant 
flows theſe ſtreams of comfort. Firſt, In that 
all occaſions ofJealouſie about the love ofGod are 
cut off; for if the Covenant be ſure,then Gobs love 


is ſure,and ſecured from all mutability, and ceſla- / 


tion, this being one great thing contained in it- 
fer. 31- 3: Thaveloved thee with an Everlaſting 
love. Gods loye to his People is Eternal, there- 
' fore ſure : He doth reſt in his love to them, Zeph. 
3+ 17, The word is (fachariſb) be will be filent 
in his love. Bucer renders it Szlebit cum dilefts 
ſua : He ſhall be ſilent in his Beloved ;, that is 
(faith he) He ſhall ceaſe from contending with 
her, being wholly delighted in her. But Monta- 
us renders it in. the abſtract, he ſhall be fileat 
by reaſon of his love. Propter dileftionem ſuam. 
But Cocceins and other Interpreters, _—_ the 
etter 


to them ; but that which doth meritori. 
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letter (Beth) Dr: ns: few apy eG 
reſtin his love, alludipg;tothe wo 

of affection in, a Perſon, that through excee 
amorouſneſs cannot, ſpeak or expreſs it for 
time + Cocceins takes it, for the Pardonipg of 
their-ſio, and ceaſing fron thoſe former ſtraaks 
of his diſpleaſure : And this I ſuppoſe may be 
chiefly intended here; ro wir, ,The greatneſs of 
his love nored by filence, ard exuberant Joy, 
with aremoveofall tokens of his anger, and this 


to be fixt and perpetual; ſo the Apoſtle aſlures 
Believers, that the love of God in Chriſt. is jirre- 


moveable, Rom. 8. 35-. All the World cannge . 


withdraw Chriſts heart from his Peqple, where 
he once loves he loves to the end, Job. 13. 11 
This a believer may be aſſured of in the New Co. 
venant, -that Gods love changeth not, his heart 


is ſtill cowards his-people, bowever his dealings 


may be with them. | "6 
Secondly, Then all the grounds of tormen- 
ting feararenow removed. If the Coyenant of 


grace be confirmed to believers, then there's no 


Juſt ground for them to entertain (laviſh fear, 
Rom. 8. 15, For ye have not received the Spirit of 
Bondage again to fear. There's no cauſe for ſuch 
'to fear, 1. That God is their. Enemy ;;being: 


once reconciled to themin his Son, be can hate, 
them no more. 2. Their ſins ſhall neyer Can: - 


demn them, Rom. 8. 1, 3. God will never 
totally leavethem, Heb: 13. 5. 4+ They ſhallnot 
wholly fall from God. Fer. 32. 40. 5, [The 

have no cauſe to fear the wrath to come, Ram. 


3. 9. Much. more being bf by his blood we . 


{ball be ſaved from wrath thraugh him. Thus you les 
= 


"7 
bY 
#; 
= 


A. 
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all the grounds of'tormencing fears are g6ne't + 
'Tistrue a Cautelons. fear and' circumſpeRion- 
may be maintained; but the workings. of a Bog- | 
 dage-Spirit are removed. + ... WEOTOE: 

Thirdly; 'Then dejefting Concluſions from 
ſelf.impotency to fulfil thisCovyenanr;and all ſeen 
ing difficulties inthe way are wholly Inſigni- 
ficant; if this Covenant be confirmed by Chriſt ' 
ro and for Believers, then no inſufficiency in 
them ro make good theſe Covenaat-Duties can 
render it void: Becauſe, | 

firſt; the Certainty of this Covenant depends 
pot on the Creatures ability,but on Gods Faith- 
fulneſs ; *ris true;'if this new Cov enant (as the 
ficſt) did wholly depend upon the hitegrity and 
Faithfulneſs ef the- 'Soul 1n Covenant ; then in- 
deed the enjoyment of thoſe mercies and pro- 
miſes comprehended in it would be very du- 
bious ; but?ris not 1d, for God himſelf hath ur! 
dertaken the accompliſhment: of it, 1- Cor." 1; - 
$, 9. Whoſball alſo. confirm you to the” end, that'ys 
may be blameleſs itt the day of our Lord Feſus Chraſt;, 
God is faithful.by whom ye are called. to the fellowſhip 
of his Son Chriſt feſas) our Lord So 1 Thef. 5: 
2h, 24: - that the Saints pray ar in ho- / 
lineſs, and preſervationto epends on the: 
faithfulneſs of-God' in Chriſt, - whor having; per- : 
ſyaded their hearts ta-embrace his call, - will 
faiſh Salvation-work id; and farthem; -.. _-1;/;, 

Secondly, Strength flufhdent ro finiſh theic 
work, and to-dbtain — is ann jay 
2 Cor. 12. | 9. My grace. 13 {/afficient; fari then, my 
firemgeh gee in —_ :Grdice in thee. 
may fail; bug 'grace - God” cannot : Chriſt 


tath 
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_ a ſtock ſafficient for: thee, to y- h, 
on, h Temptations,” and to' lift. thee, above 
thy  Corruptions. So Exzek. 36:27. I will” 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk, H 
ftarutes. The Spirit is a Fountain' that will 
up your empty veſlels, ſupply. all your girret 
and engage your hearts to wy the way of big) 
Commandements. | 
Fourthly, Then none of the cell nc + 
hopes of believers ſhall be loſt; Pſa. 119. a 
Remember thy word unto thy Servant upon 
thou baſt cauſed me to hope. God will never 
get to fulfil thoſe promiſes which he cauſ 
"us to confide in, for he is —_— who 4 
-promiſed, Heb. 10.23. Rom. 51 6. And boys: 
maketh not aſhamed. That is, by reaſon ofa dias 
pointment; ſhame uſually arifeth from foime' 
fruſtrations of expectation, but ame 
fall well-grounded hopes, becauſe they have 


their dependence upon the firm word.of oy 
which cannot be dilappointed.,' 

Fifthly, Then your labour ſhall not be in-vein- | 
in the Lord, if the Covenant be-contirmed, then 
you cannot run in yain, « or loſe any patt' oly 
that _— do: for God, 1. Cor. 1g. 5% 


Gal. 6. 7, 8. What a men ſoweth thas ſhall bereay 
He —_— tothe Spirit ſhall reap liff#Eves 
your ry, duties 


_— 


when under: dh power of -techpration' anddcar, 


the nag lags, uw: *29r 
Sixehly, ' Than-call your | ble elites 
ſhall he ſarisfied indus | tin. \ thing 13 pat'of 
the Covenant-promile, "Pl ..37- FY —_— 
ſelf alſo in the: _ ax ther ſbail g 
deſires of ,1hy ' heart, \Bfabm« 0145- "on a9cAll 
the breathings/of: your-Souls:iafter'Gad; * and 
unfeigned longiags-'for mibre ſpotleſs! halineſs, 
more perfect: victary ' fin,/ for hamblecfub- 
miſſion to divits » 8h more -fiocepuy. bf 
heart, and raiſed: capacities» for: 4einind; all 
certainly; 'beſaazhed fulſt:or laſh, 0}! 
Seventhly;f uhe Covenaing- of grace befuce; 
then nothing-eda make the beliavets Rate mifera- 
ble, indeed he may ſeem $o be ina bad condivion, 


ruption, andipeelled;grievodlly with ſevere abd 
_ Providences, and ſtroaksof ſeeming \ Ven- 
geanee,; but yet his ſtare" ig.goud3gwhio could 


have paſt'a fitvoutable. olthe af- 
fifticns of of Job, when ona non deaghll , and. onthe 
tryals of David\ghet ni yet wo | 
find there was tiony HR 4 
could notw 


peace, Pſa. 3.41180 

wars and i + providences dad ſacroond 
ny 5 day D_e gong S\Longs 

I. 41 Ad ls "up 

| * Lafthy, Thenws rn (South blefſed al, 
both here-and- wr 
venant takes care far: tþ 

ife, and that-whictr 


rage 
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Pſa. 119. 1. Bleſſed are the d in the way,” 
Pſa 112.2: Pſa:141:2. Thos we'bave now briefly 
toucht on ſome grounds of Comfort that Beliey. 
ers may derive the certainty. of this new 
Covenant ; we:now come toconſider, Q 


Secondly, The excellency. of this Covenant 
which the blood of Cbriſt ſo confirms to Beliey- 
ers; this new Covenant is a choice and preci 
Covenant; what David ſaid of Goliab's Sword 
' may beaffirmed ofthis; That there 5s none like it, 
1 Sam. 21. 9. This would abundantly apear,could 
L with conſiſtency to my deſign here, run out at 
large in the demonſtration of this great-truth 
but to touch a little on ſome evidences of itsex- 
cellency under theſe two general conſiderations. 

I. The things that are promiſed in this Coue- 


' /- >, ant. 2 
2+ The way appointed of God to attain them.” 

- Firſt, The things ſtipulated in this Covenant, 

Firſt, Great and glorious things, the 
duCts of ren os diſcaveries of cat 
ceivable greatneſs, ſuch Promiſes.as were ne» 
ver offered in anyother Coyenant: [n this Co- 
venant God makes over himſelf to Believers to 
be their God, their Sun and Shield, their excee& 
ing great reward, all that he is, and all that he | 
hath tobe theirs, ſo far as they -are capable to 
receive : 1 will be tothema God; that's inthe 
Covenant : He whom the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain z whom the Angels cannot de- 
fine, far abovethe ſearches of the.moſt refined: 

irits, far beyond the knowledge of thoſe that 

always dyecll ig his fight $408. inviſible ankagely | 


| 


| 
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God in this Covenant makes himſelf over to Be- 
lievers : He will be theirs for cyer, Heb. $.-10. 
A God in the neareſt Relations that Creature 
are capable to approach to him in: He will, be 
a Father, Husband, Head tothem, and toeve- 
ry one ot them in- the Lord Jeſus Chriſt :.. To 
love and delightin them; to feed and cheriſh 
them z to careand provide for them ; to dwell 
and abide with them; to impart, and Commiu- 
nicate of all his fullneſs and ſweetneſs to them, ſo 
far as it ſutes with the meaſure of Chriſt, and 
their beſt good : Is not this a great thing indeed, 
that God ſhould make over himſelf ro the Be- 
liever? O glorious Covenant ! 

Apgain, Another great and glorious thing en-. 
gaged im this Covenant is, That Believers ſhall be 
to him a people, a peculiar people; his own 
people, his Jewel, his Treaſure, Mal. 3. 17. 
They ſhall be the Apple of his Eye; the de- 
light of his Soul, a Seal npoa his Heart: 4 ak 
ple near to God, Pſa. 148. 14. Nearer to him than 
all the world beſides; nearer than the Angels, 
that never ſinned : What a wonderful thing is 
this | They ſhall be dandled on his knee : Lye 
in his Boſom; fit at his Table here; and fit 
down on Thrones in his Kingdom to all Eterni- 
ty: O what a wonderful: Covenant is-this 1 
This ſhould fill the Believers heart brim full of 
Joy and Conſolation. *” 

Again, He hath* promiſed in this Covenant, 
that he will write his Law in. their Hearts, and 

ut his truth intheir inward parts, Fer. 3.1. 33- 
hey ſhall be his Epiſtle known and read of all 
men, 2 Cor. 3: 2, 3+ He will lead them into- all 
uU 3 truth 
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dex. : Fob, 16:"14. He will ſhew them his Gh. 
venant, ' P/a. 25. 4. He will be merciful ro their 
vhtightcouſneſles, and remember their ſins ng 
more,” Heb. 's. 12. He will puthis Spirit within 
them,” and-cauſe them'to walk in his ways, Ezek, 
36. 27. He will give them Grace and Glory; 
ind nv good thing will he withold from them 
Pſai'84. 11. He will admit them into his ſpecia 
preſefice at all times, through the blogd of his 
Son, Heb. 10. 19, 20, He will give them the 
Spirit of Adoption to cry Abba Father, Rom. 3; 
15- Phey ſhall be Kings and Prieſts to God, 
cloathed with beautiful Garments, a fight noble 
ſeed all glorious within; and adyanc'd ints 
intimate familiarity with God in Chrift by the 
Spirit, Rev. 1. 6. They ſhall be kept by his 
mighty power through Faith to Salvyation, 
1 Pet. 4. 5. O, are not theſe great things indeed 
for poor ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, mercy-abuſing 
Creatures! O we want Hearts to contain them, 
and Tongues to expreſs them. 5." 
* Again, As this Covenant is made np of great 
ings, ſoit contains in it all good things, Fer. 
32. 40. All Gods Thonghts and Refoives, are to 
do them good; all his diſpenfarions are brings 
ing them in good, Rom. 8. 28. O what a Glo 
rious thing 1s this! Yea they are ſutable thing 
that are wrapt up in this Covenant : - Such as k-4 
utable to their Natures 3 -ſutable to their Spirk 
"ual defires ; ſutable to their wanrs, and ſutable 
0 their advantages : The new Covenant carries 
nothing Hetrogeneons to the well-being of the 
aints : O what' a wonderful thing is this! 
reat' things indeed are contain'd in this 9 
Qs boi one eld © - © | | ove- 
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Covenant, that tends 'to: the infinite content” 
ment, pleaſure and'profit of ſaved Souls : Sure- 
ly this muſt needs fill Believers Joys, and yield 
them merry days here, - and prepare for ther 


 Riversof pleaſure to all Ecernity. 


Secondly, Conſider the way which God hath 
appointed for the attaining thoſe gloriovs 
things, aud this will - advance the Believers. 
comfort : Perſons may come at good things in 
a bad way, and that would abate much of their 
conſolation : But theſe greatand glorious things 
contain? d-in the Covenant of Grace for Be- 
Revere, are given out ina mpſt excellent way : 
or, | 

Firſt, Itisig a way of Grace; If God had 


given them to, be bought and ſold, to be pur- 


chaſed by mans merit, it would not have been 
lo ſweet : But they are held our freely, withont 
money, without price, Ja. y5. 1. [tis by Grace 
yeu are ſaved, not of your ſelves, Eph. 2:8. There's 
nothing for man to glory in,-bout his Salvation, 


_ that is of his own: Saved Sonls are created to 


their mercies: - They are prepared for their 
mercies, Romi.9, 23; And their mercies are pre- 


par'd for them, 4 Cor. 2. 9. They are alſo pre- 


par*d for their Daties, in order to their mer- 
cies : They are Veſlels of mercy fitted and pre- 
pared for mercy and glory, 2 Tim. 2. 21. 7 
Secondly, Ttisina ſelf.humbling, and abaſing 
way : The more the Creature is abaſed, 'the 
more Divine Glory is exalted ; and the mote 
Godis all in all, the more is the fayed Souls 
Glory, Comfort; and Joy; themore the lofri- 
neſs of manis:brought down, themare God + 


uU 4 lone 
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Jone is exalted, Jſ«. 2. 17. And the more Godis 
exalted, the more Believers are pleaſed : Now 


God gives out theſe new-Covenant mercies in 
ſuch a way, as may moſt abaſe ſelf; for he gives 
them out in a way of Believing, and no Grace 
more cuts off ſelf than Believing : All boaſting 


_ 


and Seif-glorying is cut off by Believing, Rom. 3. 


27. Therefore God hath ordered ſuch a way 
for Souls to come at new-Covenant Mercies, as 
may cut off all Self glorying, that ſo their com. 
forts may riſe to the greatelt meaſure, to be full 
Joy and Conſolation, to ſee the Creature abaſed, 
and God exaltcd: There's nothing but Man's 
curſed ſelf can indeed prove a real Enemy to 
his comforts: A Child of God is never more 
filled with the pure Wine of Conſolation, than 
when he is emptied oof all the Lees and Dregs 
_ of his on vain-glory. 
Thirdly, It isin a pure and clean way, that 
God hrings ſaved Souls to theſe new-Covenant 
mercies : It is ina way of Holineſs: No uncir- 
cumciſed ſhall paſs therein: It is in that way of 
Grace, and Purity, without which none ſhall 
!icethe Lord : It isthe upright, pure in Heart 


the ſiocere Soul ſhall attain to theſe great and 


glorions things: The clean Hands, and the 
clean Heart, - Mat. 5.8. Pſa. 140. 13. Pſa. 24 
4 Iſa. 35-8. 

Fourthly, It isin a ſweet and pleaſant way : 
A delighful way, for ſuch are all the ways of 
Holineſs to gracious Souls, ſweeter than Hony 
*nd the Hony-comb : They take wonderful 
oleaſurein Holineſs, Pſa. 119.17. Prov. 3: 17 
Legal ways were hard and troubleſome _— 


+ 
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'The Yoke of the Law is a heavy Yoke, - A&.15. 
10. Bucthe'Yoke of Chriſt 'is an caſie Y 
Mat. 11. :0-"O that God: ſhould confirm 

a Covenant as this, ' that contains ſuch glorious 

things, and all theſe enſured to Believers, and 

they led' ro them in ſuch a choice way; ſurely 

chis muſt needs yield wonderful comfort, and a 
advance the Believers Joy. }.' 

Another improvement of this grand truth 1s by 

way of Duty. 

There's nothing more ſtrengthens the Believ- 
vers Bond to Obedience, than the confiderati- 
on of the certainty of th: new-Covenant: Not 
to mention all thoſe arguments that might be 
urged to engage Redeemed Souls toall manner 
of Holineſs from the certainty of the Covenant : 
[ {hall 1afi{t only on theſe two- 

Firſt, The conſideration of that Infinite Love 
of Chriſt, that led him through ſuch a coſtly 
way to make good this Covenant: O what man- 
ner of Love is this, if duly weighed ? Thar the 
Son of God ſhould come down, and be made 
man, take upen him the form of a Servant; 
engage to the Service of the firſt Covenant, to 
make good all tiie violated conditions thereof 
by his fufferings, and all the precepts thereof 
by his Obedience: That he ſhould be made a 
Curſe, and raſte of dearth, and all to make this 
Covenant-ſure : That he ſhould ſhed his blood, 
to make firm this Covenant in all the parts of it : 
That he ſhould come and melt himſelt co death, 
. that the ſeal mizhr be pur upon this new Cove- 
nant. O what wonderful Loye is this, for no- 
thing could make ,it ſure, bur the Teſtatours 
: blood, 
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blood, and that he would ſhed his Blood to make 
* ſure. Now then there's no greaterconſtraints 
ro duty, than the ſenſe of the: Love of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 5. 14+ The Loveof Chriſt conſirains us." At. 
guments of Love are irreſiſtible ; it filencesthe 
Believing Sovlinall his refiſtances : When Argyu. 
* ments fetch'd from the Law, do: only drive the 
Soul to Duty ; nay ſometimes bind back from 
duty : That at ſuch a time the ſenſe of the Love 
of Chriſt doth draw, yea poſt the Soul away to 
Obedience, Draw me, and we will run after thee, 
Cant. 1. 4. that is, Letout the potent influences 
of thy ſweet Love upon me,and then | will haſten 
after thce, or further my Obedience of thee. 

Secondly, Another reaſon for Obedience is 
taken from the certain bleſſed Ends, and Fruitof 
rew-Covenant Obedience, which-is no leſs than 
Eternal Life, Roms. 6. 22. All the bleſlings of the- 
everlaſting Covenant areenſured to ſuch, P[. 104, 
17, 18, The mercy of the Lord is from everlaſting 
to everlaſting upon them that fear him , to ſuch as. 
keep his Covenant, to themthat remember his Com- 
mandments to do them : Mercies in the way, mer- 
cy inthe end, are all enſured to them that fear 
-bim, to them that Eyangelically keep his Cove- 
nant, Pſa. 25. 10. All the paths of the Lord are 
Mercy and Truth, unto ſuch as keep his Covenant 
and bis Teſtimonies, There's great reward inthe 
very keeping his Commandements, and reward- 
inthe latter end : O what promiſesare entail d 
to Goſpel-Obedience: 'Nay, you will not only 
have the Fruit of your own Graces, bug. 
you will have the Fruit of Chriſts Grace, 
the Fruit of his Obedience, and his Righte- 
E ouſneſs - 


—= 2-7 


; 

e 

2 

: 

| 

| 

t 
, 
E 


the Unſcarcha3le Riches of Chriſt, 303 


'oulſneſs too : * Therefore, O what reaſon have 


ſuch to obey ! ſecing the Covenant is made ſure, 
they cannot miſcarry,their labour ſhallnatbeloſt; 
conſidering the Love of God, that ſhould engage 
them to Obedience, and the bleſſed Une of ir. 

Thus much of the ſixth Branch, and * /rem 
of Chiſt's 'Inventory, and the Riches of his 
Purchaſe. 


CHAP. XXI. 


The Heavenly Inheritance is the Fruit of 
Chriſt's purchaſe. 


E ſhall briefly add one particular more 

of the Purchaſe of Chriſt, that is, 
The Conſummatian, and compleating ofall che 
Believers happineſs, and comprehenſion of his 
chiefeſt treaſure, which is: the purchaſed poF 
ſeſſion of Glory, Eph. 1. 14+ Until the Redemy- 
tion of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of 
his Glory : that is, unil we come to inherit this 
glory purchaſed by Chriſt : O what a bleſſing 
is this ! All that have been treated of already, 
are but little parcels of this total ſam of a Be- 
lievers happineſs'- @'when the - whole treaſury 
of Chriſt ſhall be opened, and fer-forth ro the 
view and enjoyment of ſaved Souls: When all 
Chriſt's perſonal Glory; as Mediator, ' ſhall be 
diſcovered to them, 'and become their Glory 4; 
when a{l his purchaſed Glory for them alſo,ſhall 
then be entred on by them 3 all that he re- 
py RE ht TTY ceived 
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' ceived for himſelf, and all he hath procured for. 
them,ſhall all be made over to them; This will be ' 
a bleſſed Eternity indeed; when their Crowns © 
of Maſly Glory ſhall be ſet upon their heads, and 
when they alſo ſhall be ſet down upon Thrones 
of dignity, honovred with the refletions of 
Chriſts Majeſty, and unconceivable grandure. 
This is a myſtery indeed, but a real truth toall - 
Believers : O bleſſed purchaſe indeed ! whocan 
tell over this ſum, when the Saints ſhall be fo 
enriched with the Riches of Chriſt, cloathed 
with the beautiful Garments of his praiſe ? © 
wonderful —_ indeed ! Deckt with the Jewels 
of the Graces ofhis Spirit ; and filPd with his 
holineſs brim full : When they ſhall be' ſatiated 
with his pleaſures, but never tyred ; fit down 
at the Well head, and drink full draughts of 
pleaſure; Take in their fill of the higheſt conſo.. 
lations; and unknown Sweetneſs, Love, and 
delight from Chriſt. O this muſt needs be. 
wonderful enriching ! when they be, ever, ever, 
ever with the Lord; where no clouds can dar 
en their ſights, of their bleſſed manſion, and 
their bleſſed God; where no vail can intervene 
between them and their Beloved : Where Ruſt, 
Moth, Worms, Timezand Death can never come 
to wear out their enjoyments:O bleſſed Treaſure 
indeed! Where Eternity ſhall be the Date, Im- 
menſity theBounds,and Immutability the fixation 
of their happineſs. But ſo it ſhall be with ſaved 
Souls in Hieaven, when they are got through the 
Sea of Chriſt's blood to Glory. O Believers, Do 
not your hearts leap within you ? What no kind 
of aiteCtion at all ro theſe things? Is all this as 
a 
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adream to you * Where are your Hearts? O be 
 affefted ' at this wonderful. bleſſedneſs. Chriſt 
hath procuredin Heaven for you. - O bleſſed; 
bleſſed Eternity! where ſaved Souls ſhall wear a 
Crown, that fadeth not away ; where their Gar- 
lands ſhall be ever freſh and green, their joys e- 
yernew ; and their enjoyments never wearing z 
where all their fown ſeed of SpiritualDuties and 
Goſpel-ſufferings, ſhall ſpring upto Glory, toa 
full crop of bleſſedneſs,to an harveſt of pleaſure, 
proportionable toall the Love of God to them ; 
to the utmoſt meaſures of their Graces, andatts 
of their Faithfulneſs ; the large extent of divine 
promiſes, yea ſuited to the infinite deſervings of 
Chriſt for his ſaved ones, Glory, as much as can 
be claimed : This will ſet forth the Treaſures of 
Chriſt tro be boundleſs, bottomleſs, endlels, 
* without all circumference z higher then all Aj- 
titude, broader than all Latitnde,deeper then all 
profunditude: O treaſures indeed !- Saints aud, 
Angels may look into them, but. can neyer fee 
the bottom : In compariſon of which Riches in 
Heaven, all the. warmeſt Apprebenfions, all 
the ſweeteſt raſtes; all the higheft enjoyments of 
Saints here,care no more. than a drop/to the Oce- 
an; like one earof Corn compar'd with a!l the 
belds in, the world, cloath'd- with fruitful- 
neſs; No more then a ſingle Duſt, .to all 
the: Beds of: Sand in the whole Sea. . Q 
what is glory ! Chriſtians, are theſe Jewels io 
valuable,that you canbear about with'you here ? 
O what a Cabinet then is Heaven? O- what 
are the Treaſures. laid-up there 1 Q wonderful 
large indeed ! Weigh the utmoſt pienſor g;,99% 
elight- 
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delighting; raviſhing confolations thats ati the 
Believers in the World can get by this ſide 'Hea- 
ven, all the graces, all the Joys of all the Saints 
in theWorld put together, compard withglory; 
is no more than a ſingle grain to a Maſly weig 
of Glory : O 'tis that which Men and Angels 
cannot expreſs : All that Believers have here 
of Heaven, itis but as Bread and- Water inthe 
way, the choiceſt and richeſt feaſting iy're 
ſery'd for the other World, for the Kings Ta? 
ble, where are all Varieties, all Rich Di 

all the choice Procurements, that may ' feed 'a 
ſatiate the moſt curious deſires of ſaved Souls: 
Doſt thou meet with high Comforts at a Sacra: 
ment ? wonderful refreſhings in Ordinances? 
yet they are but a Morſel or two thy Father 
gives thee tochear thy Spirits, compar'd with 
the varieties he hathreſerv'd for thee in Heaven! 
- Or as the ſhort allowance of ſome Rich Heir: 
.whiles in his. Nonage, compar*d with the'great! 
Inheritance he isto poſſeſs when at full age; or 
as the firſt-fruits which ate inconſiderablecoms 
par*d with the lump. This is glory, this iSHea- 
ven, there*s the place where all Chriſt's Trea/ 
ſures are laid up : O Chriſtians! could youbut 
get a look-into- glory, you would ſayp O nn- 
learchable riches indeed : Treaſures paſt = | 


ing ous. k 
Thus have I diſpatcht the firſt aſſertion, ant 
ſhewn ſomewhat of thoſe vaſt riches that at#lu/ 
Chriſt, and though ſometime hath been pom 
in opening them, yet it is but littleof all thoſe 
Freaſures, which are prepar*d for them that 
are Heirs of the Promile. 1 BEING 
| CHAP. 


CHAP. XXII 


The ſecond antl third aſſertions proved: Shew- 
ing that thoſe vaſt treaſures of Chriſt are 0- 
pened in and by. the Goſpel,» that "tis the 
will of God they ſhould: be' tenderd to the. | 
chiefeſt of Sinners, 4 +1 15. 


Come now to demonſtrate the truth of the 
ſecond aſſertion, which is this;That thoſe vaſt 
and hidden Treaſures which are foind in 7eſusChriſt, 
are opened in and by the Goſpel.” © © | 
For the proof -of which ft fhall demonſtrate 
theſe three things. | 
Firlt, That thoſe treaſures ofGrace and Glory; 
which are in'and come by Chriſt, c#n no other 
wiſe be known, than by the Goſpel; they are 
deeps that cannot be fathomed'by all the grea- 
teſt lengths of mans wiſdom, 1 Cor, 2. 10. The 
Spirit ſearcheth alf things, ever the drep things of God: 
Things that lay deep in his breaſt, which none 
could know but himſelf, and his owi'Spirit. By 
theſe deep things' the Apoſtle anderſtands the 
hidden grace © 'in Chrift, with the fruits 
of it, called \'ver* 127” The things freely given ns 
ef God. Theſe are the Riches'of Chrilf, or that 
come by Chriſt, called, Rom; "17.53 3. The depth 
of the riches both of the wiſdom and kiiowledge of God ? 
Theſe riches of grace thar come by Chriſt are ſ6 
deep, that none'can know them-except they be 
revealed : Therefore the wiſdom that makes wiſe 
to Salvation is called hidden wifdom, 1 Cor: 2. 7: 
| And 
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And Treaſures of wiſdom are ſaid to be lid in 
Chriſt, called the myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 Tim; 


3. 16. we, from the Heb. word, Miſtar, or 


hidden, or ſecret things: Some derive it, wþg 
79 ew 79 245from ſhutting the mouth upþ,becauſs' 
ſuch things muſt be concealed,or as others think 
it ops 79 pw a-Siowr, Shutting up the ſenſes as 
well as the month, it being a thing bard to be 
known, ſuch a ſccret is the great Power of Salya. 
tion by Chriſt : A religious ſecret-(ſaith one 
that cannot be known without ſome extraodi 
flatrus, and ſuch are the riches of Chriſt, hidd 
things, hid in God, Eph. 3. 9. The fellowſhip. 
of the Myſtery which from the beginning of the- 
World have been hid in God, and. therefore 
cannot be known by all the wiſdom of men with-" 
out the revelation of the Spirit, Eph. 3. 3. 5. And 
therefore it was an unſound aſſertion of Mr. Joby, 
Goodwin : That the Sun and Moon do Preach. 
the Goſpel, ſeeing it cannot be known but -by!; 
the revelation of the Spirit. ' 


Secondly, Theſe Treaſures of Chriſt are Das: 


Etrinally contain'd in the word of the Goſpely7 
there's the only diſcovery -of them Doctrinallys: 
there's na other word can diſcover them, and* 
thus they are ſet forth, and brought to-ligh 

2 Tim. 1. 10. But now is made manifeſt bytbe aps. 
pearing of our Saviour Teſs Chriſt, who. bath abs, 
liſhed death, and brought life and immortality $8. 
light by rhe Goſpel. There are aftually,exhibited., 
to the view of Believers, all the myſteries:of7 
godlineſs, ſo the Goſpel is called the revelation! 
of the myſtery which is kept ſecret ſince' the; 
World began, Rom, 16: 25. The Golpel321 
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the wiſdom of God that maketh wiſe toSalya. 
tion, 2 Tim. 3- 15- Thereare all things open- 
ed neceſſary to Salvation : ., There are words 
whereby we may be ſaved, As 11. 4. Inthe 
word of truth are all the Propheſies of Chriſt, 
and of thoſe great and glorious things that God 
would accompliſh upon and by him, A&s 3. 
13. In the word are all the promiſes of grace 
and Glory, all things needful to life and god- 
lineſs, and theſe promiſes are revealed in the 
word of God : All the promiſes ever God made 
to the Sons of Men are in the word, and there- 
fore the promiſes are joyned with the Law, and 
the ſervice of God, the glory and the Cove- 
nant, and all thoſe royalties that in Scripture. 
are made over to Believers, Rom. 9. 4. There's 
all that God hath ſpoken by the Prophets, Luke 
24, 25. There's all diſcover'd that ever God 
Dottrinally revealed of his loye to Sinners, and 
the things that are freely given to them, there's 
the whole DoCtrine of Chriſt concerning his 
Perſon, Nature, Offices, Works, .Excel/encies, 
Promiſes, what he hath done for them, and pro- 
cured for them ; whatis laid up in bim, and ſhall 
be laid out. by , him to all that come to him; 
there are the openingsof his heart,and the ſecrets 
of his love to them, Eph. 3. 18,.-19. Therein 
the Righteouſneſs of Gods revealed from faith 
to faith, Rom. 1, 17. The deep tbings of God 
1 Cor, 2. 9, 10, 12, 16, Things that eye bath; 
not ſeen, nor ear heard. | | 
Thirdly, Thoſe great and glorious things con- 
tain'd in the Goſpel, are opened by the Spirits, 
Miniſtration in the Goſpel. ; This is Gods ap- 
X pointed 
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pointed way to diſcover and bring to light thoſe 
glorions things. Tit. 1. 3. But hath in due time, 
manifeſted his word through Preaching, which is 
committed to me according to the Commandement 
God our Sawoiy : This is Gods way to mani c 
the deep things of the Word by Preaching : 
Fhis he hath appointed as a ſtanding Ordinance 
in his Church through all ages, that ſome ſhould 
be ſet apart for this work,- to open and to diſto- 
ver the glorious ſecrets of the Goſpel, 1 Coy. 2. 
12, 13. 2 Cor. 4+ 2,6, 7. To theſe the 
Jeſus Chriſt reveals his truth, even the myſte- 
ries of it by his Spirit, Eph. 3. 5. That they. 
might Preach,and open them to others:This way 
God. is pleaſed to work © thus he taught” the 
Eunuch by Philip, Afts 8. 26. and Paul by An 
nias, Afts 9. 11. and Cornelius by Peter, Aﬀt 
IO. F- 11 
S Aſſertion. Jr ss the will of God that thiſe 
great and glorious Treaſures of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel ſhould be opened and tendred to Sinners, 
yea to the chiefe ſt of Sinners. To 
This is ascertain, as choice a truth, trot 
cious news to ſinners. For the demon | 
of which, 1 ſhall, 1, Prove #7 by four argws. 
ments: 2- The d/o7: by four-reafons. © 
Firſt, That it is really true, 'that the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt is willing that all thoſe unſearchable” 
Treaſures of his ſhould be tendred to Sinners, yea, 
the chiefeſt of Sinners. | TY 
Firſt, Chriſt's willingneſs to ſhed his blood” 
for Sinners, ſhews he is willing his Treaſures, 
ſhould be opened exmbe une == "ayer He that; 
gives the cauſe, gives the effect, Carſa Caufe, : 
; | 7 a 
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Canſa Cauſati' ;, Chriſts blood is the procuring 
cauſe of all thoſe Treaſuresthat are purchaſed for 
Believers, and that whietr gives a right co his 
perſonal riches too, ' Eph, nv. 7, 11. Now if 
Chriſt be willing to give his/ blood for believers 
to procure thoſe Treaſures, then ſurely be is 
willing to have- them opened and tendered to 
them, he that wills the means to the end, wills 
the end tov': Should not Chriſt be willing that 
his riches ſhould be' opened and renderd roSin- 
ners, it would lay a'great refleftion- on his in; 
tentions in dying for Sinners, and leave the 
chargeof unfaithfulneſs on trath ir ſelf ;- which 
how unjuſt it is" let all' that are tational 
jadge;- bur-it” is- for ſingers Chriſt hath ſhed his 
blood, NG i ipiapetng Ant for 
1. 15. Roys 5. 6. In due time” Chriſt dyrd for 
the : dl, Tis the' ſame word: = 
Apoftle uſeth 'torexpreſt the people before the 
flood 'byj-2' Per; 2: 'F+ Now what theſe were 
Moſes'tells us; Gen.'6: 5. Ignorance, Prophaneſs; 
Contemprtof Ged, and rhe vileſt abominations 
werecommired by thoſe whom Chriſt cameo 
redeem} yerto'theſe” wonld? he have the Goſpel 
ſent; andlhis Treafures' opened and tendtred: 


I ns; ret rg 2 2 a 
«oft dÞPreacir the” Ut 
provewie". Phiwnwachs' fiſting 086 and 
eſus-Chriſt ho ae a righzhe 
gave giftsto Men; that of Apoſtles/Prophers; 
why Paſtors; Teachers; / and why was 
this? it-was ſor the workof the” Miniſtry; Epi#. 
4. 10;-11;.12 And'what ip the work of the 
Miniſtery? Why hn” Chgiſt 
- j 
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Crucified to the World, to diſcover reconcilia- 
tion-mercy,and all the Treaſures of Chriſt con- 
cern'd therein, 1 Cor. 5. 18, 19. oh. 20.21.44 
my Father hath ſent me ſo ſend 1 you: Now if the 
Lord Jeſus ſets apart a Miniitery on purpoſe 
to attend this work, as As 6. 4. Then ſurely 
he is willing Sinners ſhould have thoſe riches o- 
pened and tender*dto them. | 
Thirdly, The choice annointings he gives 
them to this end, evidenceth his wijlingneſs the 
Goſpel ſhould be Preached, and his Treaſures o- 
pened to the World; as the Father hath annoin-, 
ted him, and given the Spirit without meaſure 
to him, ſo hath he annointed his Meſſengers with - 
meaſures of the Spirit for this work, 1 Cor. 12, 
7, 11. But the manifeſtation of the Spirit is given. 
to every one to profit withal : That is the gifts of the" 
Spirit by a Metonymy of the effect ; and given to 
every one to whom it is given, ;for this end to 
rofit withal (ſo P:ſcator)* The Apoſtle ſpeaks: 
creof gifted Perſons in the Church of Corinth, 
whether they were ordinary or extraordinary 
Teachers, .they had all choice gifts imparted to 
them by the Spirit to thatend : All whom Chriſt / 
ſends to Preach the Goſpel have the annointings 
of his Spirit to fit them-for that work, 1a. 50. 
4+ The Lord hath given me the tongue of the learned,” 
that Tſhould know how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to bim 
that is weary : The Prophet here (faith Calvin) doth 
perſonate all the Miniſters of Chriſt in all ages. And © 
tells us that all thoſe Chriſt ſends to Preach the ' 
Goſpel, he doth give ſutable endowments to 
them for that end ; he doth impart his truth to 
them by his Spirit that they might — | 
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This is the Reaſon Chrilt gives the Spirit of his 
Father, Mat. 10, 20, He makes them teachable, 
that they might teach others : Hence Cyprian 
ſaith, Non bonus eſt Doftor qui n0n «ft decilis: 
Chriſt reveals thoſe treaſures of his to his Ser- 
vants that they might open them to others, 
Mat. 10.8. Freely ye have receivel freely give. 
Fourthly, The charge he lays upon his Mef- 
ſengers, demonſtratesthis truth, he doth com- 
mand them to go and preach the Goſpel to eve- 
ry Creature, Mark, 16. 15- ?Tis an Hyberboli-. 
cal Synecdoche of the genus, Every Creature 
for all Nations, ſaith Piſcator. The word of re- 
conciliation is commit:ed to them as toAmbaſla. 
dours, faithfully to impart it to thoſe they are 
ſent to: There's a neceſlity laid upon them to 
preach the Goſpel, and a wo if they do nor, 
1 Cor. 9. 16. A neceſſity, not of Coattion, but 
Obligation, and divine command, ſaith Parens. 
Secondly, The n, why Chriſt is ſo willing 
thoſe Treaſures ſhould be tender'd to Sinners. 
Firſt, That ſo he might give the world a 
proof of the greazneſs of his' Love to periſhing 
Sinners, and of the largeneſs of his bowels to 
poor mankind, Eph. 3. 9. To maks all men ſee what 
is the Fellowſhip of the myſtery, &c. Now what 
was thefellowthip of this myſtery ? The A 
[tle tells us, ver. -6, That the Gentiles ſhonld be 
Fellow: heirs, and of the ſame body, and partakers of 
his promiſe «n. Chriſt. by the Goſpel. This ſets 
forth the wonderful love of God in Chriſt to 
fallen man z that God is willing the myſtery of 
Salvation ſhould be -opened to ſuch vile Crea- 


tures as the Gentiles werez worſhippers of j- 
R 3 dols 
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dols and Devils, ſuch unclean and ficky Cres ; 
tures, the chiefeſt of ſinners, Tre, 3 - Eph. 2, 
2, 3- Such were all before Gravis, they had 
fellowſhip withDevyils, 1Coy. 10.20. And Fenway 
mends the love of God indeed, that he ſhould 

reveal Jeſus Chriſt tothe vileſt ſinners, aud tell 
the world it is by Grace any are ſaved, Eph. 2.8, 
and of the riches of mercy, Tit 3. 5, 6» It lets 
ſinncrs know that Gad is no reſpeCter of perſons, 
he ſaves none for any worth in them, but for his | 

great love in Chriſt, Eph. 3. 19. 

Secondly, That the worſt of ſinners might beers 
conraged to come to Chriſt, and none be exempt; 
ed from Salvation but thoſe that exclude them: 
ſelves, 70h. 7. 37. Thisis Chriſts deſign thereby 
to draw ſinners to himſelf by the favour of his 
Oyntments, Foh. 12, 32. O the precious diſco- 
veries of his exczllencies are attraftive ; the. 
riches of Chriſt, and the Glory of his Kings 
dom have a wonderful influence to perſwade in- 
ners to him, Gal. 4-15- A ſeen and believed 
bleſſedneſs in the ways of Chriſt, will make the 
Soul part with all for him and come on | 
terms to the enjoyment of it - Terrours con- 
traft the Souls afteftions to.God, but mercy and 
the excellency of Chriſt doth conſtrain them 
now Chriſt is willing that every loſt ſinner that 
ſhoy and believes in him ſhould be ſav- 
e 

Thirdly, That fo all his Elect that lye among: | 
the periſhing world might thereby be g+& 
thered in, Fob. 10. 16. The EleCtion muſt oh- 
tain, though the reſt be blinded, Roy. 11. 7. The 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt cannot loſt one Soul the he 
t 
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ther hath given him, they muſt come in firſt or 
laſt;and for their ſakes, as the evil-daysare ſhort- 
ned, Math. 24. 22. ſo ſhallthe Goſpel-days be 
continued -rill Chriſt hath . gathered all bis E- 
leCt into union with himfelf from the four winds, 
even as many as are ordained to Life : Now 
there's no ſuch way to fetch in Souls to Chriſt, as 
by opening thoſe Treaſures. | 

Laſtly, That they who periſh under the Gof- 
pel might be left witheut excuſe, Fob. 15. 22. 
They have nothing to plead againſt damnarign, 
who deſpiſe ſo great Salvation, Heb: 2. 3. - And 
turn their backs on ſuch tendered bleſſednets-: 
Toleave tryed Gold for Counters, and Trea- 
ſures for Trifles, the portion of Saints for the 
pleaſures of ſin, is utterly inexcuſable z and this 
is0ne reaſon of Chriſty opening his Treaſurestv 


the world, 'tis to juſtifie his ſeverity againſtun- 


believers, that will not come to him that they 
may have life ; he will have every -mouth ſtop- 
ped, and the whole world of unbelieving fin- 
ners become guilty before him, Rom. 3. 19. 
Thus have Idiſpatch*d the third Aſlertion. 

. now Come to make Application of the 
whole. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Containing two Branches of Information : 
What a great bleſſing the Goſpel is : 
The greatneſs of their fin that oppoſe 
the Goſpel. 


| F there are great ,Glorious, and unſearchable 
Riches in Chriſt;If it be by the Goſpel theſe 
Riches are brought forth, opened,and tender 
ed to ſinners;O then what a mercy is it for Souls 
to enjoy the Goſpel! The Goſpel is the field in 
which this treaſure is hid : The Miniſtery of the 
Goſpel 'is the digging out, and laying open 
this treaſure: The Gcſ)el is the Cabinet in 
which theſe Jewels lye lock*d up: And the ME 
niſtery of the Goſpel, by the Spirit, is the 6- 
ening and unlocking this Treaſury and Ca- 
Chee! Teſus Chriſt is this treaſure : The Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel are Meflengers and Am- 
baſladours of Chriſt, ſent into the world with 
news of this Treaſure, and impowered to treat 
. with periſhing Souls about making them Rich; 
The Miniſters of Chriſt are Stewards of this 
great Lord of Glory, entruſted with the tend» 
Ting and Miniſterial diſpoſings of theſe vaſt 
treaſures, according to his inſtruCtions : This 
way God brings to light the hidden things of 
the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 4. 7. We have this Treaſure in 
Earthen Veſſels : As if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay: 
O Corinthians, there is a treaſure, there are. 
Riches in the Goſpel, and we have theſe Riches 
in 
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in Earthen Veſſels : The Lord commits them to 
us, that we may open them, and make a ten. 
der of them to periſhing ſinners, according to 
his order. Our buſineſs is to preach Chriſt, 
and open the treaſures of Chriſt, with all his 
vaſt Inheritance to every Soul that receives him : 
O then the ſingular happineſs they have, that 
have the word of this Grace ſent to them: Oh 
what a mercy is it to live withia the day-ſpring 
from on high, and under the joyful found : To 
hear the. good news of a Saviours being born, 
and offer'd to periſhing Souls: To havethe ty- 
dings of thoſe Soul-enriching overtures; O think 
upon the blind periſhing world, that live with- 
out the Line of Communication,with whom Free- 
Grace holds no correſpondence about Salvati- 
on, thoſe Indians and Pagans that live without 
the Goſpel, and then; refle&t upon the, privi- 
ledges you enjoy, and ſee what a mercy this is; 
and then ſay, who hath made you to differz O 
why ſhould the Sun ſhine on your borders, and 
the day-ſpring from on high viſit your coaſts ; 
leaving others to periſh without regarding ? 
O is it not Grace that God ſhould viſir you with 
the Goſpel, and ſuffer others to perſecute it? 
O theſe are the motions of Sovereign pleaſure, 
and the paths of diſtinguiſhing mercy - O fin- 
ners ! how much are you indebted to this free 
unſearchable Grace. that ſhould paſs by ſo many 
parts of the World, ines tyra this little ſpot 
ofground? O wonderful Mercy indeed ! ] 
theſe ſwarms of Mellefluous dews and privi- 
ledges ſhould light on your branches : That the 
Claud by day and a Pillar of Fire by ou 
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ſhould come, and ſtand over you. © little do 
you know what it is tolye in darkneſs,and inthe 
Region and ſhadow of Death: O ! this ſhould 
cauſe you to value the Goſpel: who can tell 
but they that feel it, what it is to be ſhut up in 
the Region of death, and be bound in chains of 
darkneſs ; tolye in a walt howling Wilderneſs, 
where there is none to guide their feet inthe 
way of peace: O what a ſad judgment. is this! 
O Souls! If ever you live to ſec, the 1; 
put out, 'and the Miniſtery of the , Go- 
{pel gone from England, then . you will 
know what doleful miſeries arez atid will you 
not prize the Goſpel then, that is ſuch a wonder- 
ful mercy, beyond all your Eſtates, and all the 
enjoyments of the whole world? How will ſome 
men value thoſe Sciences that feed their natural 
minds with kaowledge, and feaſt their Rational 
deſires with diſcoveries of ſome unknown Noti- 
ons:And will not you love theGoſpel,that brings 
colight the glorious truths of Chriſt ? How will 
Tradeſmen prize the Rules of their Arts, that 
make them $kilful! How will the Worldlings 
hug thoſe Counſels that help to make them rich! 
And ſhovld not you prize the Goſpel,that comes 
to make you wiſeto Salvation ? Shall men prize 
inſtruQtions about the obtainiug of periſhing 
things ? And ſhall the Counſel God gives you a-- 
bout the Food that endureth, be lighted ? © 
Souls ! what ſhall I ſay ? O labour to know the 
worth of the Goſpel, before you feel the want 
of the Goſpel: O prize it, prize it indeed, 
The Goſpel is the beſt Treaſure, the beſt Com- 
forter, the beſt Friend that is-iÞ the Woes 
Þ 
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-Tis the beſt Counſeller in all ſinners difficul- 
ties; it ſhews you the ſafeſt, and beſt way out of 
all your Clouds and darkneſs, Pro.'8. 14. Com 
ſelis mine, aud ſound Wiſdom, It is meant of 
Chriſt ; lo bis word is the beſt Counſel to make 
men wiſe ro Salyation, 1 To. 3-15. There's 
the beſt Counſel to make you happy, Rev. 3: 18. 
'Tis the beſt Interpreter inall the World to re- 
ſolve your dark caſes, and there's no ſuch wa 
to get ſolution in all your doubts, and great 
troubles: The Pſalmiſt fonnd it ſo, when he 
went intd the Sanctuary, Pſ. 7 3- 17, Chriſtians, 
the Goſpel and Word of God tells yon, what 
you ſhould do inall your difficulties, Aﬀs 9g. 6. 
The Goſpel is the chiefeſt comforter : O what 
happy Meſſenger the miniſtery of the Goſpel is, 
it brings the beſtBalm to heal your wonnds: Balm 
of Gilead to heal your ſoul wounds, it affords 
the ſweeteſt Conſolations, Rom. 15. 4+ That we 
through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures 
micht have hope. Ah! There's no ſuch pure Elixic 
drops to any, as the Goſpel drops: *Tis the 
molt reviving Spirits imaginable : the water of 
Life that” come- through 'the Goſpel-: © 
how reviving how-chearing are theſe to droop- 
ing Souts! The Goſpel is the power of God to 
Salvation, Rom. 1. 16. ? Tis the arm of Gol ro 
itay up the poor -ſinking- Sout: *Tis the Wea- 
pons of our Warfare which are mighty through. 
God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, 2 Cor. 
10. 4- O Sonls ! what cauſe have. you thea to 
be much affeCted with the Love of God in giving 
the Coſpel? get your hearts warnyd- with. the 
ſenſe of this- mercy; ' and more appreciatiye 
thoughts 
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thoughts of: theſe priviledges: O, I know-not- 
how to commend it to-you : O Souls prize the. 
Goſpel, rate it in your eſteem above the whole. 
World, Pſa. 119.167. My Soul hath kept hor 
Teſtimonies, and I love them —_— | 
not till you can ſay ſo, I love the Golpel exceed. 
ingly ; Iprize it above gold, above tryed gold: 
"Tis better than all treaſures, ver. 72. Sweeter, - 
(ſays David) than Hony, and the Hony Comb, Pſa, 
19. 10. If the Goſpel be ſtufPd with ſuch Rich- 
es, who would not prize the Goſpel? *Tisa 
rich Cabinet, beſpangled with beauty in every 
letter : *'Tis a diſcovery of the manifold Wiſdon 
of God, and ſhould not you be affefted with px 
Goſpel? O teſtifie your valuation of the Go. 
pel by all poſſible demonſtrations. | 
Firſt, Shew your valuation of the Goſpel, by 
bleſſing God for it: O ſend Clouds of: Ins 
cenſe to Heaven, full of praiſes and Hoſannahs 
to God for the Goſpel : Pau! bleſſeth God that 
the Philippians had the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 3,5. 4 
thank_my God upon every remembrance of you, 
your fellowſhip in the Goſpel, from the firſt day until 
now. As much as to ſay,that you have enjoy'd the 
Goſpel a great while. O from your whole heatts 
bleſs God for the Goſpel, 1 Theſ. 1. 2,5. OL 
am afraid Chriſtians are not enough. in this duty! 
of praiſing God for the Goſpel : It deſerves. 
lemn days of Thankſgiving. | 
Secondly, Teſtifie your . valuation of*t 
Goſpelz by doing all you can to keep it with 
you : A perſon that prizeth a Jewel or piece.af 
Gold in his hand will hold it faſt: O. Chriſtians? 
if you prize the Goſpel, you will do all you can; . 
to: 


*, 
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to keep the Goſpel, Pro. 23. 23- Buy the Truth, 
and ſell it not : Lay ont any thing to enjoy the 
Goipel ; part with your Luſts, part with your 
Treaſures; let all go, ſo you may keep the Goſ- 
pel : But then do not ſell it: O the Goſpel is 
Treaſure enough, count nothing too dear for it. 
; Thirdly, Teſtifie your valuation of the Goſ- 

pel: By your willingneſs to part withall, or any 
thing, if God call you to it for the Goſpel : Doth 
God bid you pluck out a right eye, cut off a right 
hand, let-it go if God' call for it - Doth he call 
for your liberty, your lives forthe Goſpels ſake, 
let them go, As 21. 13. OSouls: be notlike 
the Gadarens to value your Swine above the Goſ- 
pel, and rather let the Goſpel-go, than part 
witha little of your Eſtates, Luke, 8: 37- 

Fourthly, Chriſtians, ſhew your high eſteem 
ofthe Goſpel, by your readineſs to attend it at 
all times : To run at eyery call of the Goſpel, 
with Mary to ſit at Chriſts feet, though other 
things be out of order, Lake 10. 39, 40. Will 
not you part with a little of your buſineſs, and 
let your Plow ſtand ſtill awbile, to attend upon 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ? 'O Chriſtians ! ſhew 
your prizings of the Goſpel, by your willingneſs 
toſit down under it at all times. 

Fifthly, Shew your high eſteem of the Gofj 
by the greateſt improvements of it while you 
haye it z Sirs, yon cannot tell how ſoon it may 
be taken from you, or you from it ; you ſee what 
attempts are made againſt the Goſpel, you haye 
reaſon then to make the moſt of it while you have 
it: Chriſt gives this argument to his hearers to 
Prize ib, Foh. 12, 35. ——— ” 


Te" : 
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with you, walk, while you have thelaght, tft durhieſy 
—_— you': Be ſure at the *vis but als 
tlerime you ſhall have it, if you liveout-allyouy 
time under the Goſpel, tillyour glaſsbe runs 
very duſttis but a little while youſhall-fitunder 
the dews of this Hermon bull; the ime of yourlife 
is but x little while; the time of your 
in this Mine is but alittle while, Death will draw 
the _— - ſet you —_ _ 
of theſe dews and golden Oyls: O then improve 
the Goſpel while you have it; make the maſt 'of 
it, get all the-good you can from it, by way of 
illomination; inſtruftion, CorceQtion, Faith and! 
Conſolation:Chriſtians, get yourheadsandhearty 
flPdwith this precious ſubſtance what/ youcany; / 
this will beyour wiſdom, you will find it ſo whey 
you come to reckoning : O fill theſe Chambers 
of your: Souls with precious treaſures z-lay' 
thoſe choice- fruits that may laſt: you Yar 
WinterDays: Get the kowledge of Chriſt; and 
the unſearchableRiches ofGhriſt more-and'mote;/ 
while you may-come- under the. news of it: Of 
draw hard at theſe breaſts, that yoo 
muck food and nonriſhment for your Souls, that' 
may ſerveyou many a day. o of "ol 
Sixthly, Shew your high valuation ofthe Gof- 
pel, by your believing' init, by your loving atd- 
obeying of it: Fob, 12. 36:While you) bave"thi# 
light believe in the light : Ttiofe: friends: we value 
much, we truſt he Souls if hee mares 
1,you will believe it : The Goſpel tells yanyH6# 
> bath theSon hath life, he that hath not he Saobaphs 
not life : It tells you, he that liver after the flaſh ſha F 
dy; Obcheveit'} the-Goſpel faies; #f you | 
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ake your evil ways, you ſhall have mercy ; if you 
loldfat your fins you hall dye : Te tells you, you 
cannot come at Saluation, but in Satuations wayes - 
O believe the Goſpel ;, they that know thy Name 
will put their truft in thee, Pſa, 9. 10, If you did 
but know the worth and truth of it,, you would 
believe it, you may hang allthe weight of your 
Souls upon the Line of che Goſpel, you may ad-. 
venture your immortal Souls upon the promiſes 
of the Goſpel - It will bear all your weights,- 
then love the Goſpel : Lovethe.truth and peace, 
Zach. 8. 1g. Is the Goſpel ſicha good Mcſſen- 
ger that brings you ſuch good news, and will, 
you not love it? O Souls! loye the Miniſtrati- 
ons of the Goſpel. And then. obey the. Goſpel.- 
If you love Chrilt indeed yqy wilt keep his,.Com- 
mandements, Fob. 14. 2 3- youwill obey;his yoice.. 
This argues yqur eſteem of the Goſpel, when you. 
follow the ifhſtruftions it gives you. Doxh God 
bid you forſake yourevil wayes? Come and: 
cloſe with Chriſt ? O! obey thoſe Counſels-he 
gives you in his Goſpel. 

Laſtly, Shew your high valoation ofthe Goſ-, 
pel, by holding farth-a Converſation ſurable to 
it, Only let your Converſation be as becometh the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, Phil. 1, 27- As if he ſhould ſay, Ghiet- 
ly, this isthe mainandſum of all; O! live wor- 
thy of the Goſpel. Fro 

Firſt, Then is-your Converſation as becom- 
eth the Goſpel, when, you live as becomes, the. 
grace of God diſcover?d .in. the Goſpgt: *Tis. 
intigite grace isreyealed init ; you ſhould walk ſo. 
as tO honaur grace 3 you ſhould-preſs after mare, 
grace in your Converſations, there ſhould'be 
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- grace inevery ſtep of your lives, Tit.2,1,12.. 


Secondly, Then you live ſutable to the Goſs 
pel, when you liveup to thoſe great and Glorj-.. 


ous things held out in it - When the Goſpel is 


opened there are choice Jewels brought forth to. 


ſale: O moſt excellent things produc'd by it, 
and you ſhould live up ſutable to theſe. 

There's the manifold Wiſdom of God held 
forth in the Goſpel, Eph. 3. 10. Treaſures of 
wonderful wiſdom are opened in the Goſpel : © 
live up to theſe myſteries : O Chriſtians, let. 


your lives be exaCt, for you. have curious eyes. 
to look upon you , labour to hold forth much. 


wiſdom and much light in your Converſations. __ 


In theGoſpel is held forth the myſtery of God-. 


lineſs, 1 Tim. 3+ 16. Great is the myſtery of godls../ 


neſs.  O what myſteries are here ! Go Manifeſt. | 


ed inthe fleſh  God,and yet cloath'd in fleſh : Cons 
demn'd for ſin, and yet juſtified in the Spirit ;, ſeen 
of Angels : Preached to the Geutiles, the worſt of. 
Sinners in the World : Now live ſutable to the: 
myſteries of Godlineſs. : 
Again, the Goſpel opens the glorious pri-: 
viledges of Saints, of every ſaved Soul: O woD-, 
derful priviledges ! That Enemies ſhould be re.” 
conciled, and ſtrangers made nigh, that Bede 
Y 


ſhould be adopted Sons and Daughters, made; 


the Children of God by Chriſt, Rom. 8, 16, 17, 
O what a glorious priviledge is this Believing” 
Souls are brought into by the Goſpel ! to a ſtate 
of Adoption, Gal. 4. 6. A ſtate of glorious. Ii- 
berty, Eph. 5. 1, Gal. 5. 1. O live;upto theſe. 
glorious priviledges : You are Children of the light, . 


walk,as Children of the light, Eph. 5. 8. The Gy 
_ 
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pel ſhews you the the things freely given of God, 
the infinite love of God, the wo Salva. 
tion-Grace of God : O then you live ſutable to 
the Goſpel, when you live up to thoſe great and 
glorious things held forth in it. 

Thirdly, Then are yonr lives according tothe 
Goſp-l, when they are ſated to the Rules of the 
Goſp:l, look what.the Goſpel commands; and 
requires that you do, Gal. 6. 16. Math. 28. 20. 
Now the Goſpel requires not only Bodily, but 
Spiritual worſhip ; to worſhip God in theSpirit : 
It requires not only external duties, but internal 
holigeſs - It calls for Obedience flowing from 
love,and labours ſpringing from faith; well priu- 
cipled duties, when you endeayour the greateſt 
ſtrickneſs in your lives ; That's ſutable tothe 
Goſpel. 

Fourthly, Then is your Converſation as be- 
comes the Goſpel ; when it is Subordinate to the 
ends of it. 

One end of the Goſpel is toexalt the praiſe of 
the glory of grace, Eph. 1. 12. To make you veſ- 
ſels of Mercy, for the glory. of Mercy : O Chri- 
ſtians live fo as you may moſt advance the glory 
of grace, live ſelf-denyingly and humbly, exclude 
boaſting, then you live as becomes the Goſpel. 

Another great end of the Goſpel is the ſanfti- 
fication of ſaved Souls, to make Soulg holy 
2. Cor. 7. 1. Then you live as becometh the Goſ- 
pel, when you carry on Goſpel holineſs, inward 
Holineſs, outward Holineſs, 1 Thef. 4-. 3. 

The Salvation of Souls, that's another great 
end of the Goſpel, that the Promiſe may be fure 
toall the ſeed, 2 Theſe 2 1. —— 
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heves/in Chriſt may have Everlaſting Life - © ' 


then live as you-may be ſaved; you muſt tread 
upon the World you have ſo much doted upor!; 


.you muſt account all things loſs and dung for 


Chriſt, ifever you be ſaved : O Chriſtians, *la- 


' bour then to hold forth a Converſatiou- ſutable 
'to the Goſpel. So much for the firſt Inference. 


Secondly, If ſuch great and unſearchabletrea. 
ſures axe opened and tendered to Sinners inthe 
Goſpel: O then how great is their ſin that op- 
poſe and perſecute the Preaching of it : O this 
1s a black fin indeed ; this activity comes from 
the Spirit of darkneſs. O ?ris a dreadful thing 
to oppoſe, reſiſt, and perſecute the Miniſtery 
of the Goſpel : For ſuch do all they can to hinder 
the tenders of unſearchable Riches to the Works; 
they labour to keep the World poor, to kinder 
the Salvation of Souls : And is not this ſad work? 

Again, ſuch as oppoſe and perſecute the 
Goſpe!, are of thecurſed brood and off-ſpring 
of the Phariſees, who do ſhut up - the Kingdom 
of God, and neither enter in themſelyes, nor 
ſuffer them rhat are entring to go in: $o do 
thoſe that do oppoſe and perſecute the Gob 


. pet, and would put out the light of theGoſpet; 


they are the Children of the Devil ; the firſt 


- born of Hell; they do their Fathers work, 7oh. 


8. 41, 44. They that hate the light are the Chil- 
dren of the D-vil;their deeds are evil, Fob. 3. 20. 


. » They carry the Devils mark upon their fore- 


head z wherever they go up and ' down, to-fay 


' there goes the Devils Children, there goes al 


Heir of Hell. 
Again, They are Soul-murtherers ; hat, * do 
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kunt Souls, and ſhed the blood of Souls, Excks 
13. 30. As well as they that hinder the Goſpel of 
Life, as they that bring in falſe Dodrines,” atid 
feed perſons with Lies, and occaſion death : 
They that ſtarve mens Souls as well as they that 
poyſon them, both are Scul murtherets- They 
fight againſt Chriſt in Heaven : They g0up and 
down with drawn Swords pointed againſt Chriſt 
in Heaven. O bloody: wretches ! that bave 
murthered Chriſt on Earth, and now would 
kill tim in Heaven too, Aﬀ&s. 9. 4- © Sal, Saws 
Why perſecuteſt thou me * O Souls ! tis a fearful 
thing to oppole and perſecute the Miniſtery of 
the Goſpel; for all the blood- of all the Saints; 
from the beginning of the world to this day, ſhall 
be upon their heads, XMath-23. 35, QO "tis a 
ſad ching to lye under the blaod of ohne perſon ; 
but to have all the blood of all the Saints in the 
world to lye upon the head of a poor Creature: 
O what will that Soul do? That Soul-will go 
to Hell with a vengeance, and lye tumb- 
ling uuder the'wrath of God to' all Eter- 
nity- Thus much of the Second Inference- 


RAT 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Shewing the poor and lamentable State of 
all Chriſtleſs Souls. 


F there arefuch yaſt and unſearchable tres- 

ſures in Chriſt, tendered to fingers in tlie 

Goſpel - Hence ſee theti "x poor and fattieti: 
- | 
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table ſtate of all thoſe Souls that are without -- 
Chriſt. O they are very beggerly Souls thar 
are Chriſtleſs Souls : As they that are far from 
the Sun, muſt needs be far from Light and 
Heat; ſo they that are far from Chriſt, muſt 
needs be far from true Riches : He that hath not 
a Title to the Field, bath none to the Treaſure 
that lies init : He that hath the Son hath Life, be 
that hath not the Son hath not Life. The CharaCter 
of Laodicea is the complexion of all Chriſtleſs 
Souls : They are Wretched, Miſerable, Poor, 
Blind, and Naked, Rev. 3. 17. They are aliens 
from the Common Wealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers to the 
Covenant of promiſe, withont God, and without 
hope, Eph. 2. 12, They bave none of Chriſts per- 
ſonal, or purchaſed treaſures to enrich them: 
They have no right to his Perſon, and ſo none 
to his Excellency : His glorious Attributes ſige - 
nifies no good atall to them. His moſt preci- / 
ous and ſweet diſpoſitions, beſpeaks lirtle 
comfort to them : What Chriſt hath done and 
ſuffered, imports no advantege to them - Chriſt- 
leſs ſinners are like beggers, or like poor per- 
ſons ſhut out of the Rich mans door, that have 
Charity lock'd up from them; rillthey come to 
Chriſt, neither himſelf nor his is theirs; they 
have not any part of his fulneſs: No Treaſures 
of Juſtification, Pardon, and Peace, are im- © 
parted to them: No Riches of Sanftification - 
are made overto them : No Treaſures of Grace 
or Glory, are the Unbelievers intereſt ; there- 
fore he muſt needs be a pitiful poor- Soul : Yea, 
all. che Symptoms of Poverty are upon Chrilt- 
leſs . To namea fewof them. ET 
Ilty . 
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" Firſt, A a Perſon is a very needy : 
wan 


He is full o ts; ever and anon in diſtreſs, 
and extremities; always deſtitute : Poor and 
needy are Synonimous terms, ſa. 41. 17. Whey 
the poor and needy ſeek, Water. $0 it is with Chriſt. 
leſs Sonls, their neceſlities are many; their 
wants are more than can be numbred: They 
want Wiſdom, Light, Grace, Glory, every 
good thing: Nothing truly good is imparted to 
them : Their unbelief mars all the mercies given 
tothem : To the aunbelieving Soul every thing 18 un- 
clean,defiled, Tit. 1.15. Their unregeneracy 0- 
yerturns all their mercies. Ah! They want 
eyes to ſee whatis lacking in them, and hence 
'tisthey go up and down ſo ſecure: They 
want Eyes to ſee, 'Ears to hear, a month to 
ſpeak, Legs to go, and Hands to Labour: they 
want Life, and every good thing: And being 
Aliens from the Common-wealth of 1f-aet, 
ſtrangers to the Covenant of promiſe, and alie- 
nated from the Life of God ; muſt needs be mi- 
ſerably poor. 

Secondly, Poor Perſons as they are needy,and 
their wants great, ſo they have nothing of their 
own to ſupply them: A poor man may want 
Bread ; but his Cupboard doth not afford it: 
He may ſee his wants, but hath no money in his 
purſe, no treaſure to repair them; they are 
poor that have no Eſtates ; no Barns-floar to go 
to; no Lands, no Livings, no money to help 
them in time of ſtraits : Chriſtleſs Sovls are 
in this ſenſe poor alſo: They have nothing to 
ſupply their wants, to relieve them in theic 
neceſſities : Their own Treaſures are totally ex- 

Y hauſt- 
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hauſted by fin ; Where the fountain is ſeal, 
ed, the Ciſterns are dry: When the Creator 
will not help, the Creature cannot, Anpeſg 
cannot, will not help: Scriptures can impart 
no comfort to them, whiles out of Chiiſt ; 
Where Chriſt ſhuts his door, no good thing gets 
out to ſuch Souls: They are naked of all thoſe 
advantages that might enrich them, ſtript of 
thoſe Conſolations that might chear andre. 
freſh them - Where ſnal! we go? ſays the Difſei- 
ples roChriſt, Feh. 6..68. So may poor ſinners 
ſay : Waere ſhall ws go? they are like the Lps 
pers that, fate without the Gate of Samaria, req- 
dy to Famiſh, and knew not what todo, 2 Kings 
7. 3, This is the caſe of Chriſtleſs Souls : They 
may have of the fat things of tis Life; but 
Not a jot of the Everlaſting hills reacheth 
them. 

Fhirdly, Poor men. vſually fare hard; they 
are much itraitned in thzir_refreſhments ; they 
feed on mean things, very low dyet; Bread and 
W ater is great chear with them: When the 
Prophet was reduc'd to a {tare of poverty, he 
was fed with Bread and Water, 1 Kings 184. 
Yea. ſometimes worſe fare ; as the Prodigal fed 
on Husks ; nay, glad to have it, he looked far 
ſome that would give it. Lak. 15. 16. Nay, 
ſometimes feed upon Doves: dung ; yea their 
own fleſh, 2 Kings 6, 25, O the mean, hard fate. 
poor pertons are brought to in a ſtate of Pover: 
ty; they go many times with hungry Bellies? . 
Page people ſometimes with Lazarus would. 
he glad of the Crumbs that fall from rich 
mens Tables, Luke 16. 21. Such is the —_ of 
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Chriſtleſs Souls ; their fare is bad, and very 
courſe : They live upon the Carrion, the ſtjok- 
ing Excrements of fin; They feed *upon their 
Luſts; their (weereſt draughts are (with Darins) 
dirty Waters : As the Children of God feed oh 
holineſs, *tis meat and drink to do their Fa- 
thers will; ſo the pleaſures of fin are the dain- 
ties, and ſweet-meats of Chriſtleſs Souls : The 
forbidden Fruit is the beſt chear ſuch have Nv 
Tree in the garden pleaſeth them fo well as the 
Tree of Knowledge of good and-evil. O ſachis 
the meat and drink of ſinners, - they feed upon 
their own dung ; yea, they are fed wich Judg+ 
ment, whiles Saints cat the dainties, the mar- 
row and fat things of Chriſts Table : They- cat 
the Bone, when the Childrea feed on the Fleſh: 
Sinners come to Ordinances, and eat up- Branz 
whiles the Children feed upon the fineſt of the 
Wheat ; they have but the ſhell} and ontſide' of 
Ordinances, when gracious Souls eat the keraet 
and inſide ſweetneſs: The Friends of Chriſt 
fced upon hidden Manna, when-finnzrs fitl-their 
ſtomachs with husks, yea, gravel: The appoint- 
ments of Chriſt yield no ſweetneſs to-them* 
Their Ear doth not try words, their Palate hath 
loſt its taſte; it cannot difference ſweet Waters 
from bitter ; the Language of Canaan from the 
language of 4ſhdod-: Inſtitutions from Superſti- 
tion: ?Tis all oneto them what is preached* 
The pure ſtrains of Goſpel truths is no other to 
them ; than the dull methods of dead preaching, 
juicy meat and dry Bones: js all alike ts them 3 
O they are poor-indeed+thar fare-'fo bard + If 
Hypoccites feed an any thing tisbiit- a _” 
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if they have comforts, 'tis but ſtollen Watery, 
when they awake they are empty ſtill - Let the 
fare be never ſo nouriſhing, the choiceſt privi. 
ledges they prove not by ; they are ill favour'd 
Souls, and look galtly, 

Fourthly, Poor Men have uſually mean cloath- 
ing, ſo Fobn the Baptiſts low eſtate in the World 
was ſet forth by his habit, Mark 1. 6. And John 
was cloathed with Camels\ Hair, and with the piv- 
dle of a skin about his Loynes : A plain and ſordid 
habit, as Calvincalls it : Ab omni urbano nitore & 
lautitiis remotis : A man far from a Court-like 
neatneſs, either in habit or apparel, but in a 

oor and ruſtick attire; not but that John might 

ave been better cloathed ; he was the Son of 
Zacharias the Prieſt, but taking on him the ſtate 
of Poverty, he cloathed himſelf accordingly”: 
Poor Men are badly clad, ob 31. 19, Somne- 
times they go in rags, as Soloman fates, Pro. 23, 
21. Drowſineſs will cloath a man in rags: It notes 
the Poverty that flothful Perſons are brought 
into; when 7ames would diſcribe a poor man, he 
ſets him forth ascloatl'd in vile rayment, Fam. 
2. 2, And there come in a poor man in wile Fayment, 
a fumes 53871, dirty baſe cloaths : The: ſame 
word that is rendred filthly garments, Zach. 3: 
z- Is thedreſs of poor men : So Chriſtleſs Souls 
are very poor, they go in mean rayment, = 

are naked; the Spirit of God tells the Chur 
of Laodicea fo, Rev. 3. 17, 18. Till Souls be 
cloathed with the white rayment'of Chriſt's 
Righteguſneſs, they be naked, and their ſhame 
appears; they have nothing to cover their na- 
kedneſs from the fight of God, —— and 
aunts: 
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Faints : They goin poor rayment ; their gar. 
ments are wehs of their own weaving, and their 
works are their covering - They are cloath'd 
with ſhame, and cover*d with Confuſion as with 
a Mantle, Pſa. 10g. 29. O what fad rayment do 
Sinners go in !Saints are cloathed with whiteRay- 
ment, and beantiful thraugh Cheiſts comelincſs ; 
adorn*dwith his Graces,beipangled in his Jewels; 
they go up and down in richArtire : Pur ſinners 
l;e in ſordid attire,cloath'd with vile Rayment. 
Fifchly, Poor men uſually have but bad Lodg- 
ing ; They commonaly live in mean Houſes; lit- 
tle Cottages: They ſometimes dwell in the duſt, 
Pſa. 113.7. He raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, 
and lifteth the needy out of the dunghilt;, So the 
Prophet 1/atah deſcribes a poor man, as one 
that is caſt out, Jſa.58. 7. The poor that be caſt 
ext: Otheir Loding 1s hard ; they do not ſpread 
themſelyes on Beds of lyory;, nor lye on Cloth 
of Tapeſtry : The rich have their ceiled Houſes, 
fair dwellings. The poor many times their 
Cottages are ina Wilderneſs, and Houſes that 
drop through. So. *tis with Chriſtleſs Souls ; 
they have poor Lodgings ; when Saints Lodge 
in the boſom of Chriſt, ney lye in the Arms of 
Devils: They lie upon Thorns; yea, 
Spears, that will picrce them thorough : 
They ie upon Srones; the Earth is their 
Bed, they are Earthy Souls, and lodge in the 
very boſome of the world : They dwell in ha- 
bitations of cruelty ; they lye in Graves : Sothe 
Prophet, when he ſpeaks of the Fews dead in 
fin before Coyerſion, he deſcribes them to bein 
their Graves, -Fzck, 37.12. Dead —_—_— 
e 
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like Lazarns, bound with a Napkin in their 
Graves, Joh. 11, 44- O there's your Bed Sou 
if out of Chriſt ; there you lye kept till the day 
of Judgment ; held Priſoners till a call comes to 
brig you tothe Bar of Chriſt, O your lodging is 
mean indeed ! Saints dwell inGod, Pſa. gr. x, 
9. their habitation isin the City of God, 
2. 19. But all Chriſtleſs ſinners lye withour ;a.. 
mongſt Devils; they dwell on pinacles, and ' 
live upon the borders of death every moment,a. 
mongſtDogs,amonglt the unclean:O ſee their ha. 
bitation,and the place where their honour dwell. 
eth,Rev.22.15., Without are dogs, and Sorcerers,and 
Whoremongers, and Murtherers, and Idolaters, and 
whoſoever loveth and maketh alye.Thele are thecom- 
pany Chriſtleſs Souls lodgewith : they are turn'd 
out of doors: O fad, doleful ſtateindeed ! 
Sixthly, Another CharaCter of a poor man ig 
this : Poor men are Friendleſs, Pro. 19. 4 Wealth 
maketh many friends, but the peor 1s ſeparated from 
bis Neighbour. Every man feeketh the Kulers 
Favour; every mans Cap, and Hand, and 
Knee, and all is for them; But the poor man, 
his-very Neighbour comes now to leave him, 
who was his Friend whiles in proſperity : Wheg 
Rich men fit down in places of Honour, 
pqor men muſt ſtand at the Feet, Fam..2. 3; 
They are ſure to find few Friends to own them, 
to pity, and help them ! So Chriſtleſs Souls are 
friendleſs ; they have notrue Friends in Heaven 
or Earth : Thoſe that ſeem to flatter them, are 
not Friends but Foes z they rather wound them, 
and draw them into miſchief, whiles they lye in 
their blood there's no eye to-pity ther, » 
D 4 


do any cf theſe things "for. theta, Exzek. 16, 
No hand to help them, to waſh, falr, and ua. 
dle them, ver. 4.5. If the Father of Bawels 
ſhnt np his pity, Creatures can extend but little; 
whiles they reject the good Sawaritanre, none 
that paſleth by regards them. If Gad will not 
withar aw his anger, the proud belpers de ſtoop under 
him, Job 9-13. If God beangry, who can be- 
friend us? O ſinner, If God frown, what is the 
love of Creatures? O thy caſe is doleful; thau 
thou art a poor Soul indeed, thart.art out of 
Chriſt 3-if he wound, none can heal, . Feb-11. 
10.1f be et off, or ſhut up,or gather together, none can 
binder him. Chriſtleſs Souls are ike a G 
member, in danger of being cut off if a ſudden 
cuce be not fond: and who then can befriend 
them ? where-the Lord of hoſts is a-Friend,Crea- 
tures are Friends - And where he is an Enemy» 
Creatures are Enemiestoo-: If God: be in Corve- 
nant with a. Soul, the Creatures are in Cove- 
nant too. And if God beagainſta Saul, all his 
armies fight againſt that Soul toorr ''Ofianers, 
who can befriend you ? ſuppoſe yourhave Rich 
kindred, great acquaintance, what-.can they 
do at the Bar of God for you? | They: will-noc 
20 to the Judgment ſeat of Chriſt,” ' aud ſpeak 
for you there. = 5949 
Seventhly, A poor manis one that: is. lightly 


cſteemed : Thijs David gives as a Teſtimany af 


a mean ſtate ; when ſome were ſent to trearwith 
him about a match with Sau['s daughter 4 he 
modeſtly puts it off.. Who {, fayshe, 3 am 
poor man, and lightly eſteemed, 1 Sans. is. 23. 
The word iscentemprible, of little little, 


Rich *' 
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Rich men are ſure of honour ; but the are . 
little regarded - Great perſons are Cou * 
when the poor are ſleighted, paſſed by, little 
eſteemed. So tis with Chriſtleſs Souls : They 
are lightly eſteemed : God hath a very low ac. 
count of them : The ungodly in Gods account 
are like the Chaff the Wind drives away, Pſa 
1.4. Soare the wicked, let them be what they 
will, in greateſt dignity here below; they are 
littering ſtars in the worlds Eye, bur falli 
Comets in God's account : The mighty King 
Babylon being a wicked man, God accounts 
him but an abominable Branch, 1/a- 14- 19. $6 
Chriſt calls proud Herod, a Fox, Luk 13. 32. 
God reckons them as broken Pitchers - Wicked 
Coniah is as a broken Veſlel in whom is no plea- 
ſure, Fer. 22. 28. No more doth God reckon of 
wicked men, though under all the grandureof 
the World : Angels do not regard them : T 

do not account them worth their company, and' 
attendance : The Saints are guarded by Angels; 
but wicked men are letalone : Angels are Mini” 
ſtring Spirits to the Heirs of Salvation ; not to 
the Heirs of Hell; they have no charge at all; ' 
to watch over them z but to fight againſt them; 
They are ſet inbattel array againſt them; good 
men cannot regard wicked men ; let them it 
neyer ſo high and honourable : Though they 
give every man his due; yet they cannot weigh 
them in the ballance of the Sanctuary as any 
thing : They had rather converſe. with a poor 
Saint, than with the greateſt perſons in the 
world, ifwicked, 2. Kings 3. 14, And Eliſha 
ſaid, As the Lord of hoſts liveth, before wy oY 
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d; Sure it not that I regarded the 
{.esf Jehoſhaphat King o Judah, 7 would ne 
look, toward thee, nor ſee thee. $0 lightly eſteem- 


: 
ed are wicked menin the Eyes of G 
and Angels. | 

Laſtly, A poor man is liable to dangers and 
ſufferings ; he hath no might againſt the mighty, 
but lies open to the injuries and oppreſlions of 
thoſe that are above him, Amos 4.1- Hear ye this 
word ye king of Baſhan, which oppreſs the poor ,which 
cruſh the needy : Poor men lye under the feet of 
the potent, andare ſubject to their Tiranny : On 
the oppreſſors ſide 3s power, and on the oppreſſeds fide 
are tears, Eccl.4.1. So Chriſtleſs Souls are under 
the ruling power of Satan, and taken Captive by 
him at hiswill, 277-1-2.26.They have nodefence a- 
zainſt the ſtroaksofJudgment;”tis eafie withGod 
to cruſh them every moment ; they no have pow. 
er to ſecure themſelves from ruining vengeance, 
wicked men are no more match for God than 
Bryars and Thorns, Iſa. 27 4. Yea they can no 
more reſiſt him than the ſtubble can the fire, 
Mal. 4. 1. O ſinner, thou art a mjſcrable Cai- 
tif indeed ! O fee thy poverty, let this ſtain thy 
glory z O finner, look about thee, whiles thou 
haſt a little time - Art thou willing to die ſo 
poor? O ?tis not Houſes, nor Lands, nor Money, 
nor Friends, can miniſter comfort to thee then ; 
O how wilt thou do to live for ever, if thou haſt 
none of Chriſts tryed Gold. 

So much of the Third Inference. 
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CH AP. XXV. 


- Wherein Chriſt is ſet forth to finners, as a 
Match wortby, of their choice, in regard 
of . the excellency of his Eſtate c \ The 
amiableneſs of his Perſon: Flis lovely 
Diſpofitions and other Confiderations ts 
win the hearts of ſinners to be looking 
after this lovely Jeſus. | 


F there are ſuch vaſt treaſures in the Lord J& 
ſus Chriſt; then this will follow hence: 
That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is worth the —_— 
after by periſhing ſinners. O what a match: 
Jeſas Chriſt for undone ſinners ; could they but 
obtain him, how happy would they be for cver;z: 
this is a a thing in a woers eye, to get a 
rich match; O Souls you cannot get a better 
match than Jeſus Chriſt, there's none like 
him. . | 
Firſt, ln point of Riches : O let me commend 
the Lord Jelus Chriſt ro yau upon the account 
of his wealch : Sinners, if you would havea rich 
Husband ; there's none ſo rich as Chriſt * He 8 
wonderfully rich ; if you but conſider the Nas 
tureand number-of his riches: If you obſerve 
the verity and variety of his treaſures : If you 
weigh the kind or degree of his ſubſtance, you 
will ſay he is exceeding rich : Take him poſitive-. . 
ly, or comparatively, he is vaſtly rich - he. is * 
really fo, and ſuperlatively ſo: The worlts 
rea- 
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treaſures are but ſhadows - But he hath ſab- 
ſtance ; true ſolid ſubſiſting treaſures, Pro, 8. 
21. That I may cauſe them that love me to inherit 
ſubſtance, and 1 will fill their treaſures. Chriſt's 
Gold is tryed Gold, that which can bear 'the 
hardeſt touch, and abide the fire : And he is 
ſuperlatively rich, none like im: Feb was a 
rich man, but his riches were limitted within 
the Confines of a Countrey : He was the rich- 
eſt, not inall the world, but of all the men 
of the Eaſt, Fob 1.3. Bur Chriſt is richeſt of 
all: All the Men and Angels in Heaven and Earth 
put together cannot vye treaſures with Chrift - 
What was ſaid of the vertuous woman is true of 
Chriſt, he excels them all, Pro. 31,29. O fin- 
ners, would'you havea rich match, caſt your 
eyes on Jeſus Chriſt: He hath a very taking 
Eſtate, that will be wonderful attraCtive vu 
your hearts if rightly ſer. 1 ſhall ſhew in a few 
particulars what an Eſtate Chriſt hath. 

Firſt, Itisa fair Eſtate, exceeding large and 
full ; *tis incomprehenſible, and paſt findin 
out, both as to his perſonal, and purchaſed 
Treaſure-: It is in heighth, depth, length, 
breadth, paſling knowledge, as hath been ſhewn 
at large, Eph. 3. 18, 19, Chriſts Eſtate is as 
large as himſelf is, and he is paſt finding ont - 
Who can ſearch aut the Almighty to perfeftion? Fob 
11.7, All mens Eſtates he bere in the lower 
world, within the meaſure of a ſpot of ground : 
But Chriſt's treaſure fills Heaven and Earth; 
The Heavens, yea the Heaven of Heavens ars 
his, Neb. 9. 6. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is rich e- 
very way conſidered : He 1s rich in inheritance: 
Hesr 
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Heir of all things, Heb. 1. 2. He is rich in Jews - 
els, he hath abuadance of choice Jewels; he" 
hath a day on purpoſe to make up his” Jewels, | 
Mal. 3. 17. He is rich in manſions too, Fob. 14, 
2- In my Fathers Houſe are many manſions. A man- 
ſion for every Heir of Glorie: O how many 
Houſes hath this Heir of all things? How many 
dwelling places in Glory? He is rich in Crowns 
and Thrones : We account that man rich that 
hath twoor three Kingdoms : But Jeſus Chriſt 
hath a multitude of Crowns : A Crown for every 
Subjet, Mat. 9. 23, Every ſaved Soul is a 
Crowned King, or ſhall be ſo to all Erernitie, 
Rev. 1. 6. Every overcoming Soul ſhall fit on 
Thrones; and every one wearing a Crown of 
Glorie, 1 Pet. 5. 4- O what a valt Potentate is 
Jeſus Chriſt - All che Angels in Heaven cannot 
draw an inventory of Chriſts Eſtate, ſo number» 
leſs are his Treaſures: He that hath ſo many 
millions of Saints, and can give every one of them” 
a Kingdom - O how rich muſt this Lord be ?\ © 
ſinners think what a rich Jointure Chriſt can 
makeyou; hecan ſertlean Eſtate upon you ins: 
deed. O wi'l you Eſpouſe Chriſt, he hath a faie- 
Eſtate indeed. __ 
Secondly. Chriſt hath a free Eſtate - Some: 
men may have large Eſtares,but many Mortgages 
and debts upon them ; but Chriſt's Eſtate 18 of 
free z no debts lies on Chriſt to leſſen his Eſtate; 
whatever he gives to the whole Creation, d 
no way leſſen his Riches z like the Sun, whate- 
ver light it imparts to the World, or [nferiour 
Luminaries,doth not exhanſt or diminiſh it*sOri-" 
ginal ſplendour; all that the Rivers emptie mw 
a, 
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the Sea, do notleſſen.jq, but repay! its: bounty 
by a retribution of all thoſe r ons., ſo what- 
ever contributions oe rom iſt to men; it. 


dath not  leſlea his ability to: give to bis,] 3 
The more Abraham gave to his Song by ah, 
the leſs he had for 1/a«c.; But Chriſt's liberal 


and Obligations do. not diminiſh his aſure 4 
Chriſt's whole Eſtate comes to every «15+ 


every ſaved Soul hath a whole Chriſt full 


Grace and Glory. IT 


Thirdly, Chriſt hath a ſure Eſtate, exceeding 
fafez there's no defrauding of bis ſe, no 
pre-mortgage to'take if. away - [If Chiilt's Life 
could not be taken from him without his con- 
ſent, when he was Mediatour, | 7oþ. 10. 18. 
Then all the Eſtate he hath purchaſed: with his 
blood is unremoyeable z the Father, given 
it, who is greater thanall, and ia whoſe hands 
Believers are, put, and their Eſtates ſecured for 
them : All new-Covenant promiſes are ſure, as 
you have heard, part of which is the inheritance 
of the. Saints. . This Eſtate is ſure both by dona- 
tion and purchaſe : The Father hath givenChriſt 
and all ghat is his to Believers, 1ſa.5 5-4-1 have gi- 
ven him to be 4 witneſs to the people, a leader and com- 
mander to the people : This ſhews the ken 6 
and truth of this Covenant which'is confirmed jn 
Chriſt, whom the Father hath given and made o- 
ver to Believers to be the confirmation of his 
promiſes. *Tis confirm'd by. purchaſe; he. hath 
_—_ and paid fort ; e— eredariogg ray 
get this pearl ; he parted with his Life, B 
Glory, his All, to gef => Eſtate for Relicwgs: 
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The Father hath teceived every Farthing of the 
money, and gives him att ac 
his hand, declates before riten and Pope: AY 
Chriſt ows him nothing for all the whole 
he hath pntchas'd for Believers, Mat 3. 17. 
This is my beleved Soti in whih 1 am well pltdfed:' 
"tis a ſureEftate. A cotiveyafice is made of it 
to Chriſt in the behalf of Believers, 1. 4s 
g: Math. 28.18. AJl power is put into the ha 
of Chriſt: The Deeds are drawn, and itriter- 
changeably ſealed between theFather and theSon, 
that the Eſtate is firm and fureto all Belitvers.: 
Nay the ſeiſure and delivery is given, and Chtift 
hath taken poſſeſſion of it, and he is entered 
tothe Heavens in the behalf of Believers, : 
Ill to makethis ſure. O ſinners will you eſj 
Hell,and let go Jeſus Chriſt, whs is Heir vfLi 
andGlory,thar hath ſuch a ſure Eſtate for yUt 
Fourthly, He hath a ſurable Eſtate: Leta 
man havea fair, free, and ſure Eſtate, yer if It 
be not ſutable to his quality, neceſſities, 3 
deſires, *tis tnſatisfying : But Chriſt's Eſtate'is 
very way futable both to himſelf, and t6. 
Bride: Hehath a large inheritance futable. 
his dignity, and to his Spouſes quality : 1 
- taving finiſhed his work on Earth , De 
about to drink the laſt draught of the Cup; 
comes and treats with the Father abont his: 
ceiving, and *cis Glory ſuitable to his qtiality: 
O Father glorifie thou me with thy ſelf, with 1 
£7 which T had with thee before the World w 
oh. 17. 1. to ver. 5- Ounteaſonable Souls, 
deſpiſe Chtiſt; O ſintiets ! kad youeyer, Iycka 
* Lover ſtodd at your doots? No, not i bas 
ve 
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have the like, if you refuſe this Jeſus : Yea, tis 
2 ſutable Eſtate to bis Spouſe too: *Tis a fit 
joyature for the Kings Daughter, ſufficient. to 
maintain her Immortality, and Glory, Z«4,22, 
29. 1 appornt unto you a Kingdem: Now a Ki 
dom is a ſutable ſtate to a Kings Daughtee; © 
Souls ! will you fall in Love with Chriſt ? he bath 
Crowns, Thrones, a Kingdom of Glory for 
Then 'tis an Eſtate ſutable ro your necell 
too : There's enough in Chriſt to ſpend upon, 
and maintain you bravely, richly, here and for 
ever : Ofſianers, will you match with. Chriſt 2? 
whatever you need is in him. Ay God up- 
ply all you wants, Phil. 4- 19. Ifa Kin will 
doit, you ſhall not wantit: Ifa Crown of Glo- 
ry will make you happy and bleiled you ſhall 
not want it ; his Eſtate is fullneſs that filleth all in 
all, Eph. 1. 23. O Bclieyer, it may be thou want- 
eſt Bread, Cloaths, Money, and- thou goeft 
upand downdejected, ſad, full of fears: Bur 
haſt thou eſpouſed Chriſt ? Oconſider thou haſt 
a fullneſs,O what a vaſt Eſtate bath Jeſus Chriſt 
for thee. Sinners, your wants are many, 
more then you know, God only knows. yonr 
wants, Singers, yet there's enough in Chriſt's 
Eſtate and Patrimony to ſupply themall. 
Then. risſutable alſo to their deſires.  Sin- 
nersdefires are large; O what wandringthivgs 
are the defiresz perſons may-deſire things-to the 
utmoſt ends of the Earth, which they cannot 
get: But all that the Believer rationally _de-, 
fires, Chriſt*s Eſtate can fatifie : He will fadfil 
the defires of thim that fear bim, Pſa. 145+ 19- 
Yea, *tisabove their Golden. Deſire a <*" 
Z 
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t hou canſt, Chriſt's Eſtate is above thy deſires, 


P ro. 3- 15- Owhatatreaſure then is Chriſt 4 
it fills every chink of the Behevers deſires, 
with an oyerplus: [Tis more than can be 
deſired. ; | C 
Fifthly, *Tis a pleaſant Eſtate, - Pſa. 16.6, 
The lines are fallen to me in a pleaſant place, yea, 
F haves goodly herritage. The Chaldee renders 
it in ſweetneſs, others delightful place: A 
great Eftate if it be not well ſcituated, and 
lye not in a pleaſant place, is not half ſocon- 
tentful ; but ChriſtS Eſtate is well ſcituated ; it 
bath all conſiderations and circumſtances that 
may make it deſirable. - Canaan, that was a 
of it, is calPd the pleaſant Land, Fer. 3: 19? 
in the Original, the land of deſires + So the Be- 
tievers portion that is prepared for him'by 
Chriſt; "tis a Land of deſires; an Inheritance of 
beauty and Glory': Chriſts Riches are very 
cious and pleaſant Riches, Pro. 24. 4 Ad 
knowledge ſhall the Chambers be filled with al 
precious and pleaſant Riches. Rare, as the word 
imports; delighting Riches : The whole pol 
ſeflions of Chriſt are pleaſant, the way to it's 
pleaſant, Pro. 3.17. The borders of Chriſts in- 
tereſt are made with pleaſant ſtones, Iſa. 5.4- 12. 
Aud all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones. - The firſt 
fruits of Chriſt's harveſt is all pleaſure and 
delight, much more the lump ; the maintenance 
he allows his Children here in the way iis delight- 
ing, much more the Eſtate reſerved at the 
Jo Send. The Fruits that-fall from this 
Treeot Life is ſweet tothoſe that fit under its 
fhaddow, Cant. 2, 3. how much more tp ny 
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that climb, and crop the pleaſant fruits thereof. 
Their drink.is pleaſant, Plal. 36. 8. Thou 
make thens drink of the Rivers of thy pleaſures. And 
at laſt he hrings them to his Right Hand, where 
are pleaſures for evermore, Pal. 16. 11. 
Sixthly, It is a peaceful ſtate, not liable to 
conteſts and controverſies, as mens Eſtates 
oft-times are here - A man may have a great E- 
ſtate, but it may be a litigious Eſtate - It may 
eccakon many Law Suits about it - But it is not 
ſo in Chriſf's Eſtate - *Tis a peaceful Eſtate ; 
no wars grow out of this Eſtate : Chriſts Coun- 
trey is called Salem: The Land of peace, Pſa. 
76. 2. And he is The King of Salem; The King of 
peace, Heb. 7. 1. His Kingdom 1s Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, and Foy in the holy Ghoſt, Roms. 1.4. 17. 
Heis their peace,FEph.2.74. In him they ſhall have 
peace, Foh. 16. 3 3. His very Doctrine are words 
of peace, Epb. 2, 17. He came-to guide ont feet 
into the way of peace, Luke 1.79. He came ard 
Preached Peace : O what a bleſſed Eſtate hath 
Chriſt; what alovely Lord is Chriſt: He be- 
queaths peace to his people: Peace I leaye with 
you, my peace I give unto, you, foh. 14. 27. 
They have peace with God who Eſpouſe this 
Chriſt, Rom. 5.1, Peace with Saints and Aqn- 
gels, Col. 1. ao. Peace with Conſcience too, 
Phil. 4- 5. Heb. 10. 22 TheFruits of the Spirit 
Is Peace, Gal. 5. 22. His Riches have no ſor- 
row annexed with them. 
7thly,lt is a perpetualEſtate: An inhorit ance that 
fadeth not away,reſervedinHeaven,1 Pet. 1.4.Chriſts 
Riches are durable Riches, aged Riches, ſtrong, 
ſolid,” Riches :  Opes denſe, that is gv#lte & firme, 
S J ſays 
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ſays Mercer, they are great,ftable Riches, Pi, 
'V.18. Riches and Honaur are with megyea duvable Rich- 
es and Righteouſneſs. His Gold is not liable toruſt, 
'Tis faid of the Ceder,worms will not breed in it; 
ſure there's no worm in Chriſt*sTreaſure:O Souls, 
"ris 2 laſting Eſtate ; That neither time nor 
changes can waſt nor weaken : All the Saints 
ſpending upon it to all Eternity, never detradts 
rom it: Chriſts Treaſures are like the deep 
waters, or like the bottoml-ſs Ocean, that 
cannot be exauauſted; his treaſure will laſt as lon 
as God,the Soul, and Eternity laſts, which js for 
ever, for cver, for ever. Some men have ont- 
liv'd their Leaſes and their Eſtates,and have ſeen 
an end of their Houlgs and Riches; but'the 
Spouſe ofChriſt can never out-live her jointore;it 
laſts toall Eternity. on 
Laſtly, *Tis a poſſeſt eſtate: Some may have | 
great eſtates, bur it is in reverſion, they may 
look long for it, as ſome Heirs do all their days: 
But Chriſts Eſtate is ali in his own hand, 
actually made over to him by the Father, and 
polleſſjon given him when he ſate down at the 
Right handof God, Heb. 1 3. He hath actually 
obtained this Inheritance with the Froits of It, 
Heb. 1. 4.;4And is actually inveſted with this glo 
ry, Heb. 2.7. This ſinners is the Eſtate of: 
Beloycd that is tendered to you in the G 
for your choice; he is very wealthy, he h 
fair, free, ſure, ſutable, pleaſant, peaceful, 
perpetual poſſeſſion ;.an Eſtate you cannot ſpet 
or comprehend ; an Inheritance you cannot 10 
or out-"tve:riches that will not cloy,nor clog Fg 
a portion that cannot be out-vy'd or _— 0: 
F ome 


ES ERRAz>SIrS TD ET EATY Vo HRS SORIA IO TOISIT Pr. 


Come view the Rentals of his Lands, the Invens 
tory of- his Goods, and ſee what a rich match 
Chriſt is, there's noge-like him , where can you 
mend your penny-watths? all the world, no nor 
theHeaven ofticavens can yield youſych another 
bargain. Fob 283] wer. 13. &c- AMau knowerh 
net the price thereof ——— the gold andthe Chryſtal 
cannot equal it, and the exchange of it ſhall not be for 
Jewels of fine gold, &&c. Then Jeſus Chriſt is 
worth a looking after 'if he be fo rich as the 
Scripture reports him to be; | and 1 preſume 
you queſtion not: the truth of this teſtimony. ©: 
flight not this bargain which will make'you hap-/ 
py toallEternity;if wealth will pleaſe you, heres! 
enovgh, what ſay you ? Have you any objection 
againſt his eſtate? ' If not ; what Rick you at ?:-:: 
Secondly, Doſt- thou diſlike” his -perſ0n'?; 
Then it argues thou kzoweſt. him: not ;, for he: 
is alrogether Lovely; the chiefeſt of ten thou« 
ſandy { The faiteſt- of the Children 'of Men -O\ 
come; behold theLambof God ':Look upon this; 
glorious Jehovah Chriſt : O ſee his Perſonal Ex-: 
ceJency, and irwilb allure you 7 and igvite you; 
to come to him-he'is the brigkeneſsof his Fathers 
Glory, and the exprefsimage of his Fathers Per-: 
ſon, Heb. 1. 3. 'Sitiners look well upon him,' 
view:him from taptatoe ; thereisnoblemiſh in* 
him: Ohe is the molt exquiſite one, his perfeQti-: 
00s are enough to/pieaſe you, his beauty fſkct-: 
ent to.allure you : See his excellent lineamentss” 
the ſweet proportion'of eyery-part : O how» 
lovely is Chriſt to the' believing eye, in regard 
of his Perſon. Conſider his Natures, God Man 
lweetly concengring in an intimate and Eternal 
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Union, perfect God, perfeft!Man in one perſon? 
O ——_ you eſpy ſach an objeCt ! fark be: is 
a Non-ſuch 5 none like him in Heaven, none like 
him on Earth; in regard -of his Perſonal Glory as 
Mediatour,' God Man : look over his CharaCters 
that his friends have given him ; See in-thag 
Book of Cant. Chap. 5. How the Spouſe diſplays 
him, and you will find hima beautiful Perſon; 
wer. 11. tothe end, His heads: as the moſt fins 
gold: His Wiſdom andGovernment is moſt 
folid and excellent :- His locks are buſhy and 
black as ia Raven: Which! notes not 
his Jove lineſfs, but 'his ſtrength and vigour 
he hath his radical moyſture, : his vital heat's 
He is ſtrong, his vigour abides with him ;%he 
hath ſtrength ſufficient for all his — 
and he is able to-go through what he ſets his. 
unto; he is ſtrong, vigorous, and: ſpritely,' Hix 
esare ar theeyes of doves by theRivers of Water s,,w4- 
ſhed with Milk, and fitly ſer. His fight is quick; and' 
perfect hiounlerſtandia isinfinite:HisCounſels 
areholy,and conſiſtent;all well ſet, his decrees,his 
purpoſes, all methodically: ordered and fixed-- 
His looks are gracious, his aſpects lovely, ena- 
mouring the-eyes of them that: behold him;"O 
ſuch a lovely Chriſt is tendred to Sinners 'O- 
I know not how to ſet him'forth to. your capaci- 
ties, he is a moſt taking, object indeed. ' Mis: 
fart is white avd rudgy:: Emblems of Rich Beauty; 
captivating the eyes, ,and-raviſhing the hearts | 
of beholders - The purityvof the [divine nature, 
with the paſſions of the humane; and procure- 
metits of his Redemption, ſets -him forth asin- 
finitely amiable in the eyes of Believers. ' His 
ehecks arg as ated of ſpices, as ſweet flowers : Hig 
{grave 
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graces and 'choice diſcoyeries of his-Excellen- 
cies, doth ''wonderfully -teed- and delight 'the 
Souls of thoſe that have acquaintance and fellow. 
ſhip with him ,, his ſweet and lovely ens 
ons diſcover*d to Believers are like a rich, feaſt 
that ys _ ways ——__— _ 
ng ſweet ſwelling /: . The impartings 0 
his wiſdom, the droppings of his 'Doftrine, 
ws w—_ = y Tarn" 
are ſayoury and ſound, pare and incorruptible, 
they ſtrengthen the heart, and heal the-Soul of 
thoſe that- imbrace him: His Doctrine (carries 
wondetful ſtrength to thoſe that are in weak- 
neſs ;. how-do the words:of grace revive the 
fainting hearts of Bclievers ; his wayes-/are 
ſtrength-' 0/'the uptightz like Myrrhe, they 
make: the! heart ſound. His bands: are as gold 
rings ſet with the Beryl + His works and admini- 
ſtrations ih the World, are full of: order, 
beauty; atid - excellency :-'All that he'doth in 
Sion and' out of Sion, is. all:holy ; every: provi 
dence that ſeems-to us ſometimes to be gnſcaſon- 
able, -is in 'infinte wiſdom diſplay'd: by- Jeſus 
Chriſt for the good of his:people. His belly 5s 
as bright Ivory overlaid with Sapbires : Hig: tender 
Bowels, and boundleſs 100s to his people, 
are wonderfully lovely and delighting ; ;they are 
pure,; firm, 'and fixed: in their nature. and.they 
are chearing, and enriching in their effets; 0 
Chriſts love's not fleeting, : tis firm asTyory; ſet 
with gold; overlaid with'Saphires . O-hogycich 
are his affeftions, what a'Treaſure to thoſe that 
have him:: - Mis legs are as Pillars - of - Marble, ſet 
upon ſockgoy"f fie gold ; Div $raciane engwong * 


[1 


and efficacious workings of his Spirit, -are ex. 
cceding mighty and glorious ; full of ftrength : 
He hath power ene thoſe thas fallow. - 
him: His legs are ſtrong, he can Farsy his Lambs * 
that are committed to his arms ; there's no bur- 
den too. k for Chriſt , his loins are ſtrong 
he can bear what is laid upon him ;/the wei 
of all the Saints on Earth js nothing tobim : 
can carry on all his/intendments and intereſt in 
the World ; his legs are as Marble, able £0 bear 
his Bedy 5 quick in: motion : O whats, loyely 
Chriſt is this diſplay'd inthe Goſpel |! - His 5ogn- 
tenance is as Labanon, :excelent 8 the Cedars : 
Thoſe diſcoveries 'the Lord Jeſus Chriſt makes 
of himſeifin his word, and works, are wonder- 
ful taking;exceeding enriching : Chriſt's word ig 
fruitfullizing : O when he ſpeaks to' the: hearts 
of his On an a — . —_— | 
through his lips ; Graceis poured ont of his lips, 
Milk'and hony is under bis tongue : His appear- 
ances carries excelency,-riches and glory with 
them, His mouth is moft ſweet, yea be is altogether 
lovely : His diſcourſes, the.openings of his mind 
is wonderful pleaſing: The word af Chriſt never 
cloys the ſpiritual part. . Thus you ſte what a 
Perſon Jeſus Chriſt 1s: O Sinners conſider his + 
beauty © how lovely an objeCt is he what 
can-you abje& againſt his Perſon, why. you will 
not eſpouſe him. ? fre Stagg 21 
Thirdly, Conſider his lovely diſpaktions , O 
Sinnevs will you accept of him ? Heig'of an ex- 


cellent Spirit, of a very ſweet nature; full of grace 
_ and ieſs - His ſweet diſpoſitians have been 
largely opencd already, hes full of-mercy and 


compaſſions,, 


| 
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compaſſions, meekneſs, gentleneſs, patience, 
long-ſuffering, flow to anger, "ready to forgive, 
great in kigdaeſs, free and bountiful, of a' ge- 
nerous Spirit ; rae and faithfut : Sianers;/ you 
may truſt him wich your ſecrets; you may ven- 
ture your Souls uppn him : He'is harmic(s,aad 
inoffenſive; he doth wrong te no man; his icom- 
pany is lovely and deficable : His converfſes 
are pleaſant and profitable : O what aperion 
1s Chriſt ! O Sinners, never was fuch a one offer*d 
FOu As Chriſt is ; why will yoo not comerunto 
him 
Fourthly, Conſider his quality and highdigni- 
ty, he isno mean Perſon, but a mighty Patenrate, 
1 Tim. 6. 15. The fole and only-ſaperintendent 
of the whole World, the King ot Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, Rev. 19. 16; He hath o# bifvi- 
and on his thigh a name writton, King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords : Heis not only a King, buc 
the King, the only true Botemate from whom 
Al others derive their glory,a King not only of 
Men, but of Saints ; not only of 'Sints,” but of 
Angels, of Thrones, Principatiricsand Powers : 
Aath. 26. 5;. Ard can command chem down 
now he is-in Heaven for the ferviceof his eleR, 
Heb 1. 14. Are they not all Miniffying Spiries "ſent 
forth to Miniſter for them who RNC audes 
tron. 0 Sinners! ſhall this prevail with-you to aC- 
cept of him ? } 97160 
Fifthly, T#ke notice of tis potency : 'He hath 
power as well as honour, Math. 28. 18 Atl 
things are put tuder hisfeer, Heb.” 2. 3. All 
the Armiesof Heaven and Farth 'are deliver'd 
'over to him: Heis Lord of Hoſts: A 
the 
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the Keys of Heaven, Death and Hell : Rev.-1, 
13. Who then can lock out Chriſt, or exclude 
him from doing what he pleaſeth, ſeeing all 
things are at-his beck ? He doth whatſoever plea- 

ſeth him in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas and 
in all deep places, 'Pſa. 135- 6. He ſitteth in 

the Heavens, and laughs the Counſels of the 

Potentates to ſcorn ; he makes no reckoning of 
their combinations, but derides their ambitious 
attempts againſt him, Pſa. 2. 4- He ſhall paſs; 
thorow and over-flow, and break all their con- 
federacies in pieces, ſa. 8. 8, 9, 10, Letall 
the ſubtleties of Hell be woven together, to 
make a web to catch the intereſt of Chriſt in; 
it ſhall all be asa ſpiders web, that can ſoon be 
ſwept away. O admire the Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
the glorious power of Chriſt ; nothing is too 
hard for him : He hath an abſolute, unlimited 
and uncontroulable power : He is the ſupream 


over all perſons, and all things, in all places, 
Lands,. and Countries : O what power hath he: 
not only Authority, but likewiſe m_— 2 Chro. 


20. 6. Inhis hand there is power and might, 
nene is able to withſtand him : O Sinners come a- 
way to Chriſt, he can protett you and defend 
you from dangers, 

Sixthly,Obſerve his wiſdom too : this is taking 
with ſome to have a head that hath intelleuals 
in him, and marty one that hath exquiſite parts 
and eminency of knowledge. Now all Treaſures 
of wiſdomare in him, Col. 3. ,3. 'His judgments 
are unſearchable -and paſt finding out, Rows- 
11. 33. His judgments, his afts in the World, 
his Righteous deeds, and the way he takes to 

accompliſh 
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accompliſh his deſigns ; O how wonderful 

are they ! The ſpirs ofitke Lordfhalref pen bet 

| the Spirit of wif. anderſtanding the Spirit of 

Counſel fe Lad Ts, 1 e and 
t 


of the fear of the Lord, Iſa. 11. 2. is of 
quick underſtanding, full of judgment ; called 
The wonderful Connſellonr, Iſa. 9. 6. The only 
wiſe God, from whom all wiſdom is fetch'd, that 
fills Men and Angels; all the World do light 
their Candles at his Torch: He is the Sun 
fills the whole Creation with beams : There's no 
ſearching of his underſtanding z he can bring to 
light the hidden things of darkneſs : 1 Cor. 4. 5- 
He hath eyes can reach where men cannot ; he 
can reveal the deep things of God: 1 Cor. 2. 10. 
OSinners, what an excellent {one is Chriſt 1O 
how worthy of your choice ! | 
Seventhly, Weigh the glorious and bleſſed 
effects of your cloſing with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
Sinners, the very day = marry Chriſt he will 
pay all your debts, and they are many ; he will 
pardon all your ſins, blot out all your iniquities, 
remember them no more : He will free you from 
all your Bondages, deliver you from all your 
fears, ſecure you from all your dangers; if you 
will but eſpouſe him. O the yery day you marry 
Chriſt he will wipe offall your ſhame,and remove 
your reproach : He will heal all your wounds 
and fickneſſes, he will begin to heal them im- 
mediately ; and never leave till he hath perfect- 
hy cured your Sauls : He. will ſtcip off all your 
lthy garments, and cloath you with broidered 
rayment; he will advance you to higheſt dignity; 
be will lift up youx heads aboye {your el; 
e 
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He will make yon Kings and Prieſts :to-Gudy; 
he wilt-ſer you in Heavenly places ; he will feat 
your tifle to a Rich Joynture,.he will make furs: . 
your intereſt to all the Treaſures of Heaven: 
He will poſleſſe you with grace, and aſſure yow- 
of glory : O ſinners, is not this argument 
nough to wifi your 8ouls, and make you willing' 
to accept of ſach a Majeſty as Jeſus Chriſt ? *+ 

Eighthly, Sinhers think upon the greatneſs of 
that love tre Lord Jeſus Chriſt bears you : He 
hath good-will towards Men, towards ſinners, 
as ſinhers, whiles in their blood ;- he hath a love 
of pity for you : ?Tis true till you cloſe with 
Chriſt hecan have no love of acquieſcenſe in you; 
but he hath a love of good-will ro your Sonls, he 
hath ſo-much love for you, as hath made him 
willing to ſhed . his blood for you; his love 
brought him down from the Fathers Glory, 
made him willing to drink the dregs of a cup of 
wrath for you; the love of Chriſt to Sinners; 
hath ſet upa ſtanding Miniſtery in the World; 
ferit forth multitudes to publiſh glad tidings: © 
Sinners, did you but believe this, how attraRtive 
would it be npon your hearts, to draw you to 
Chriſt. But if none of theſe arguments wilkpre- 
vail, let me adde one confideration more. 

__ Laſtly, (The effe#s of yonr refuſing Jeſus 
Chriſt will be dreadful: if yon will not accept of 
this propoſal'; O think whit a terrible -atiſwret 
Chriſt will ſend yon : Such ſhall not taſte of his 
Snpper, Luke 14; 24. Not a crumb that fall from 
this Rich Table of Salvation:chear ſhall fall/t6 - 
the ſhare of that wretched ſinner) If you wil 

"hot have his Perſon you ſhall not have = 


w TIEn—_ A——_— _— A . , —— 
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chaſe : He Bath fort in his wrdth theſe ſhabl 
tiever entet into his Reſt, Heb. 3. 11.0 ſimer1 
were thete no other Hell bit the loſs bf Heaven), 
it were ehough to break thy heart in/ picces t © 
think upon the'ſad Mye of thy final vnbechef- 
When thy fins get 6ver thy heat; arid thy guilt Fol- 
lows thee at thy heels; | ſhaft 
be at thy back, and thento call afid*try, and 
knock at the Yoor of mercy and not be heard ; 
O what adolefil thing will this be ! When ar- 
mies of devils are round thout thers teddy to 
ſnatch thy Soul into everlaſting burhings, and 
cione t6 retifve thee z, O fearful will the cafe of 
thy Sout be ! When'thou ſhift cry; O for mer- 
cles ſkke, Help Lord ; Tahi going to Hell, for 
tnercies ſake help ; and tHien for the Ear of God 
to bedeaf, an thou not have one good word, 
arid rhe door be ſhut againſt thee; -©' what a 
dolefylt ce will this'be * for tender metcy to 
ceafe : is thiſerabte : But for mercy to become 
cruel-t6 you ; O fearfulcaſe indeed? When ten- 
der Bowels ſhall become Braſs and fron, and 
there ſhall be no ſonniding at all in jr towards 
thy Son} - O ſinner if thow Wilt oot accept of 
this Chriſt, he will lavgh at thy Catamiry, and 
mock when thy Fear cometh, *P+6. 1. 26. Thar's 
terrible 3 when God ſhall not only ceafe ro piry, 
but deride thy miſery : Be affur*d, Son, as quier 
as now thou art, wut 6 of Calamiry Kill come; 
there will comea time of Fears for thy poor 
Soul, > ah mercy it ſelf be turn'd foro 


wrath, 4yd laugh atthy gms, , further 
(ſinner )1 (60 pitt not 2ccept vii z then 


will incetifed fury ſend forth its ariny of deftroy- 


ers, and rulne, andcut off thy Sovl for ever, Afar. 
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flaming vengeance take- hold of thee - - But 
thus it will be. Then they that would not let 
Chriſt reign over them; ſhall feel Devils rend- 
ing of them : Then they that fled from the Arms 
of mercy, ſhall fall into the Jaws of fury : Then 
they that ſhut their ears againſt the fervent woo- 
ingsof Chriſt ſhall open their hearts to the fiery 
wrath of Chriſt : Then they that would nat ot 
into the boſom of. Chriſt; ſhall lodge in 
burnings of Hell : Then-the Furnace ..of Hell 
ſhall be heated ſeven times hotter for thoſe 
whoſe hearts freezed under the , /wartm 
beams of Chriſt's. Love : Oh dreadful 
will thy ſtate be, Sinner, if thou refuſe Chriſh 
Well ſinner,take the Counſel givenjthee kiſs 
the Son leſt he be angry tvrn in,tutd'in hither; 
reach out thy arms, come 4way riſt;ſayLord 
Jeſvs,I am willingly thjne. Sinners are you a 
ded ? . what anſwer ſhall 'we return to this Lord 
of Glory ? Will you be*his? Will you "a 
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of this grace tendered to you, before it breathe | 


its laſt to you. *7 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Objettions anſwered, . Counſels how to come 
to Chriſt. 


| ſhall now endeayour to anſwer thoſe ObjeQi- 
ons which are made by doubring Souls, a- 
zainſt their coming to Chriſt. . 


1, ObjeCtian. Says a Soul : But will this bleſſed 
Potentate, this glorious King of Kings, ſtoop 
ſo low as to look_npon ſuch an obſcure Creature, 
ſuch a worthleſs worm as I am? Alas! I am too+ 
mean to unlooſe the latchet of his ſhooes : ] am 
too unworthy to be the meaneſt Servant in bis _ 
Houſe  Tobe a dog to his Flock: And will be_ © 
caſt his chirt over me? O do not flatter me unto 
ſuch vain hopes, and fond dreams, that ſack «+ 
King of Glory will look upon me: 1 am gex ham 
for Sr bis my _ JE - 

LY Xs 
Anſw. Abundant Teſtimony hath this 1A. 
given of his condeſcending heart to ſinners :/ : 

Doſt thou think thou art too low for ſuck-& 

Majeſty ? When he left his Fathers Kingdaw, = 

and came down from his Eternal Glory with the  * * 

Father, he gave abundant proof of 1 

bf his heart: when he did eſpouſe thy mat 

Aa (ſites! 


ures 2 


= 
"> 
> 
i i 
"4 


- 
-_ 
- 


fof the humility. 


354 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 


(ſinner) to himſelf z and took npon bim the form 
of a Servant ; he ſhewed his humble heart, that 
he was far from contemning ſinners: He wag 
'the true 7acob, who ſerved a far harder bon- 
dage for thy Soul, than ever Facob did for his 
Rackel;, this ſhews his humility : His chooſing 
ſuch mean perſons, ſuch notorious ſinners for 
his companions, in neareſt Union and Communi- 
with himſelf; Matthew the Publican, Paw! the 
Blaſphemer : Poor Fiſhermen of no regard op 
onEarth : Theſe did Chriſt perſonally chuſe 
his neareſt Converſes z this ſhews his 
ſion - And*cis not thy low ſtate (ſinner) can 
diſcourage Chriſt, if thy heart be really willing : 
His preaChing the Goſpel to the poor, and cab 
ling the baſe things of this world, and thi 
that are not, ſhews his lowly mind. And 
humility hath been abundantly prov'd ab 
ready : He will dwell with Lowly, 1 
$7 IF. 


2. ObjeCt. But I have no portion for Chrift: 1 
am exceeding poor and beggarly, 1 have mw 
Righteonſneſs, no Grace, no good things dwell in 


oy I can bring nothing toglorifie him \, have 
+» ability 


at all to ſerve him;, 1 cannot pray or < 


V avy thing that is good, and will Chriſt accet 


of me? 


Anſ. Chriſts deſign in. theſe Goſpel tenders 
of himſelf to ſinners, is not to but to give 
Riches: He wants no treaſures for hi 
but he rather wants objeCts to give them to z He 
wants no goods, but (like theRich my is the 
; 30 
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wo n 3 OÞ + FI BY @n 7 © 0&7 by 


te v5; I, RTE, w_ 
thy pay match, nor hinder 
Coke eſus exe the watch, or ink 
: | Jing op: I 
; | + Objeft- By Jaw a defermediongtef Crops hag 9s 
| 


Theve ny #Alinmey Ian black, | 
fre Hoe oh 
| yield ped 


OW” OG WO Ry 


4 1 wi hl 
ut _— = in CL 


fade in OED s 


bs; 356 The 'Beſt Treaſure, Or, ne 
W / ..- 7 no deformity in the beloved object. -. Chriſts 
'f toveis fogreat to fallen man, gs that nothing ap- 
h ' pears unlovely in him, bot an unwillingneſs t6 
his ;, He ſees no iniquity in Jacob, - though 
; Fher ode a great deal.- . The halt, blind, lame, 
710 t are no' amorous Objects;. yet theſe 
Chriſt invites to his feaſt, Zuk. 14. 21. Others 
re not worthy, ſays Chriſt, but bring theſe, they 
e.ccompagie for. me, if” they will but come, 
Let not thy 'deformity,-and the ſenſe of oy 
ortbineſs keep. thee. from Chriſt, - becaliſe 
ath beauty enongh for himſelf, and thee. 
e hath commelineſsenough to cover thy naked. 


_ © thy Soul, and thou wilt be altogether gloriqus 

| thy perfection lies in his, and not thy own 
comelineſs : Chriſt can ſoon fill thee with amia-' 
bleneſs: ſee, in Ezek. 16. what change Grace 
makes upon deformed; fingers: The beautig.of 
ſingers is Chriſts beautie put upon them,” 'and 
Chriſts Holineſs imparted'to_ them, and. th 
enough of it. for thee. _3.. Know, that Chi 
blood is cleanſing blood, it doth not only c 
ſpots and. deformities, butit takes away 
neſs; if thou come to him, the blood. © 
cleanſeth fromall ſin, 3 Fob. I. 7. 


I- 
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| lines 109 Cr etl 7 - AM 
© Af SSR Þeljs, and yet fond part, 

or thy tiame ſake,” O Lord, | # 
bros ne on 
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*nefs : ?tis but for ſome of his-beams to refle& - 


riſt 
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don mine iniquities for they are great. Afansſ- 


ſeb's ſins were notoxgious, and yet upofhiſy Ke- 
pentance found favour with God, 2 & 33: 3 
4,5, 0 He reared Altars for Bxal 1, -wor- 
ſhipped all.the hoſt of Heaven, and ſerved them ; 
he buile Altars in the Honſe of the Lord,and canſ- 
ed hisChildren'to'patstlirovgh'thefire in theVat- 
ley of the Son- of Himnon. * He' alſo” phſeryed 
times, and uſed Inchantments, and Witchcrafts, 
and dealt with familiar Spirits, ard wit{; y1iz- 
ards, and when God ſpake to.him he wogid rot 
hearken, ver. 10. O abominable fins” One would 
rhink here wasa man ripe for” Hell; yet upon 
his ſupplication, when he was in affiiition, God 
heard him, and pardond' him, ver."12; 13. Paul 
was a flagitious: ſinger, in his own eyes the 


greateſt that ever was, 1, Tim. 1, 15. ABlaſphe- . 


mer, a- perſecutor, -iojurios, "bur obrained 
mercy, ver. I 3.” Therefore tis rot the greatneſs 
of thy ſia can ſtand in the way of thy mercy, if 
thou come over to Chriſt with althy heare. 

, | ,4. 2 | 


5- Objet. But Thave been an old ſinner 7" 1 have 
been rooted in fin; and liv din'fis all my. days ;' 1 
haye been "continual provocation to the Lord, 
for many years ;, through my whole "Life 'ſinhath 
touth*d ſin,and. 1 -cannot think Chriſt bath thoutbts 
of Love for me, YR” 

Anſw. $0 did the Thief upon the” Croſs, | he 
ſinn'd to'the laſt bout of his ' Life, 'and yer ob- 

tained met&y3 Like 2 3- 40, 41) $2, 43-. So did 

ſome of thoſe that were called in at, the Eleventh 

hour, Jet embracing the call, -obtainad mercy, 
4: Bhd "+ AQ'$ | Adlacks 
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Math-20. 9, 12. it was not the letigth of thei 
ſinning time excluded.the Efficacie of Salyation- 
mercy, when they did come in at the call of it. 
I mention--not this for a Pillow to ſecufe fit 
ners, but for a Cordial for deſponding Soils: 
Now the Goſpel calls thee, nner ; if thou come 
in this hour, and embrace the calls of merty ; 
*tis not the length of thy ſinning time, will make 
void the Grace of God. 


6. Object. But ſaies the Soul : I have ſleighted 
many calls already : I have quenched many moti- 
07s of the Spirit : I bave deſpiſed the firſt call ; and 
_ T have hopes to go to Chriſt? Will he teceine 
me 


Anſw.So did Manaſſeb,be did reject many calls; 
God di ſpeak to him, but he would not heark- 
en; and after his rejection of the firſt call, yet 
mercie found him : The Jews in the wilder 
rejected many calls of God ; yet the Lo 
ſaid, while *tis called to day, harden not 
your hearts, Heb. 3. 7, 8. ' Though thou 
haſt been guiltie of delpiſng many calls, this 
is matter for thy humbling, but not for thy de- 
[palr. | | 


7. Objet. But 1 am never the better for all the 

' means and mercy I have enjoyed : though I bad de- 
ſpiſed the firſt calltof meroy, yet if I had been the 
better for after tenders of grace, there were ſome 
hope : But I am ſtill the ſame notwithſtanding all 
the Sermons T hear, and preciqns overture! 

. vation; my heart is hard, as: - 
PIE IN | wy _ _ 
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Anſw- So it was with the Impotent man a grea® 
while, he was diſeaſed thirty and eight years: 
7oh. 5. 5- He lay at the Pools fide near the means 
of cure, but never the better, ver. 6. 7. And ſo 
cofitinued till Chciſts time came to cure ham. So 
Iſrael were barren and uafruigfal, till the Lord 
became adew to them. Hoſ.. 14- 5. Therefore 
this is no diſconragement ; if thou believe and 
come te Chriſt, God will bz a dew to thee, an 
thou ſhalt quickly find a change. | 


8. Object. But ſaith ane : / amuor only never the 
better for all the means £4 grace, but I am worſe 
than I was before ;, when I was under firſt amaker- * 
ings, my heart was mare tender :, but now my beart 
ſeems ro be more brawny and bard ;, IT find 
more unbelief than ever, mare indiſpaſuicn togo 
to Chriſt : I am warſe than I was. 


Anſw. S0 was Sarab too, as to the receiving 
the promiſed mercy, mare and more iadiſpoſed, 
ſhe complaines of the deadneſs of her womb ; 
ſhe was paſt age to be the Mother of Children, 
till the time of life came, then Sarab's growing 
indiſpoſition becomes. no impediment at all to 
the fulfilling ofthe promiſe. So was 1/-ael, they 
” 4 to ſay for their part, their hope was cut 
off, and God had foriaken them, when mercy 
was neareſt to them : So the waman that had a 
bloody iſſue twelye years, and had ſpent all 
that ſhe had on Phyſitians, yet was nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worſe, till Chriſt came 
and healed her, Mark 5.25,26.Perſons are uſual 
worlt in their own eyes when mercy is near 
their doors. * Aa4 - Again, 
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Soul, Chriſt doth withdraw his influence from 


ſuch, and refuſeth to do any mighty works in 


them becauſe of unhelief. O then Soul, come 
away ro Chriſt,and this is the way to cure thee. 


9. Objeft. But faies the Soul : Chrift ſeems to 


take no notice of me, I call bat he heareth me not, 
I come to Ordinances, but I cannot ſee bim, nay, 


he ſeems to be angry with me ; every thing goet a- 
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Again, Thy' not comming to Chriſt is thg/ | 
caule of thy decaies and hardoings  *tis thy uns + 
belief that deadens thy heart, and withers. thy. 


b 


gainſt me, his word ſpeaks bitter things to me ;, ©. 
methinks there's never a threatning but belongs _ 


ro me: ] am the Hypocrite and unclean perſon, ' 


that God ſtrikes at in every Sermon, and his yod 
lies heavy on me '$o#,, and” inthe way of his pro- 
vidence he writes bitter things againſt me. 


Anſw. Sovl, - is this thy'caſe, doth Chriſt take. 


no notice of thee ? It'is becauſe thou takeſt ſo 
little of him, when he unveils. his beauty ; thou 


doſt not believe in him, when' he makes a'pro-. 
mile rothy Soul : When he ſends words of Coun: 
ſel, thou doſt not obey him.He hath called, and 
thou haſt not anſwered ; and''therefore when . 


thou calleſt he doth not anſwer, Zach.-7." 13. 


Yet at fuch a time whatfollows ;\doth God make 


anend of ſuch-fingers ? No, ſee Chap.: 8:2, 3. + 


O Soul, if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſeems to:take no 
notice of thee, but to frown-upon thee," it is to 
trown thee from thy unbelief; it 1s but to make 
thee ſenſible of thy ſighting bim : If thou wilt 
this day accept of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; his 
"Ee  frowns' 
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- 
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frowns will ſoon paſs away,as a darkCloud doth 
when the Sun ſhines 5 he will remember thy 'Ini- - 
quities no more. * , | w 


10. Objeft. But may ſome Soul ſay - 7 would 
fain come io Chriſt, hut 1" camor';) Tlike the 
terms well, but O' my unbolicoing heart! O my 
impenitent hard heart | I cannot ſenſe Salvation. 
kindneſs. | 


Anſw.. O Sonl 1 The afflicting ſenſe of thy un: ' 
belief, is a hopeful ſigwof thy faith : '1fthou dolt 
ſee thy unbehieving heart; fo asto be burdened 
under it, and be k; of it; the Lord reckons 
ic for the beginaings of faith, Mark 9.- 24 This ' 
is the merhod of Salvation-Grace-in- begetting” - 
faith,to convince thee of its imporencyTtobelicve, 
oh. 16. 9. Soul, is this thy wearineſs ; that: 
thou canſt not come to Chriſt ?* Wouldſt' thou . 
have a wider heart for nm.?7*Thow art-the'Soat - 
he waits for that' moutneſt -6vet thy-unbeliet; - 
Mark. 246517 230m I IA! $5521 ul 

Bat there's one thing*tore may: beas a-dil- - 
couragement to fome Souls. en + 


11. 'Object.- 0 ſaierthe Soul,'? fear thirime it paſs, 
and that God will be yr ations no move; Fbave bad- 
a day of grace, bus that is pone':' The Angel came 
troubling the Waters, . but 1 would not ſtep in". 7 
bave' had the dawhint of mercy; bur'I reſiſted: 
I fear 1 have oerftoodiny Market : That I have ' © 
outſtrived the Spirit" ſs lang, that be will ſtrive : 
10 more - Arid this bows me down; that I am afraid 


to look up. 
TT Anſ 
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Anſw. Sinner, if this be thy caſe,. know that 
thy fears of loſing the day of grace, isa ſign 
it isnot loſt : The greateſt ſymptome of depart. ' 
ing grace is ſecurity, and falſe peace, 1 Theſ. 
5- 3- Soit was with the people before the x3 

Noah threatned judgments, but they dreamt of 
peace, Math. 24. 37- &C, Security, uſher'd in 
the departure of grace from them : But while 
the Spirit of grace ſtrives with thy Soul, the da 
of graceis not paſt from thee. Doth God ca 
upon thee now, aud plead with thy heart ? And 
doſt thou find ſome movings,and turnings of thy 
Bowels in thee, crying out, O that there might 
be mercy for me ; that this day of grace may not 
be paſt ? If ſo, then ſure the Spirit ſtrives yet 
with thy Soul : Therefore, Soul, if now thou 
wilt cloſe with' Chriſt, none of theſe pleas can 
debar thy cloſing with him. 

Well Sinners, conſider the Lord Feſus Chriſt in- 
vites youto come t0 him, once more he demands your 


anſwer : a—_— 0%, will you be his or no ?, Do your 


hearts accept of him? Do -= like bis propoſals ? will 
you heartily conſent to be his, upon all his terms ? If 
ſe, I ſhall lay down ſome Connſels to ditett you in your 
right comming to Chriſt, = | 
Firſt, Sinner, if thou will come to Chriſt, thou 
muſt come as a poor needy, empty,undone, Sin- 
ner, ſtript of all beauty, as having nothing at - 
all that may deſerve his favour : Ts the poor 
have the Goſpel Preached to them. Math. 11. 5, 
It ſignifies ſuch as are brought to great nece 
ties, and extremities z So Bezs renders it : Such 
45 are brought very low : Therefore ſome derive 


it from a word that ſignifies, falling down at ou 
ric, 
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rith Mens fett : As fothe be will. Perks itt- 
terprersir, the poor it1Spirit, chat acknowledge 
themſelves mean, and are low it their own eyes. 
So Calvin takes it, for them that are oppreſ- 
ſed with the ſente of their own wants, ſuch as 
feel their pinching neceſſitiesz that, lye down 
overwhelm'd with the apprehenfion of their en- 
ptineſs - The Treaſures of theGoſpel are deſign'd 
to ſach Perſons that are poor and afflifted in 
their own Spirits. There's tis greater obſtacle 
iathis Match betwen Chriſt and finners, than 
a ſetſe of ſelf worthyneſs : This keeps many 
from ſceing the beauty of Chriſt ;, their own 
Righteouſneſs hangs in their eye *; they are 
too heavy laden with their own thick clay, 1 
mean the ſenſe of theit own worthyneſs, to be 
looking up to Jeſus , and lifted up to higi : 
Sinners may be too rich for Chriſt intheir own 
opinion, bat never too poor; hence the Lotd 
Jeſus Chriſt tells ws, the tare not to' call the 
Righteous, but ſinners to Repentance, Math. 
9. 13. Not them that Judge themſelyes Righ- 
teou$ but them thar feet themſelvys ſinners: The 
Rich he ſends ethÞty away, thoſe that ate Rich 
in their own thoughts, when the poor atid hun- 
gry are filld with {tne - Men chuſe em- 
pty vellels ts pit their liquors itt; and low-rooms 
ro Cellar their wits, ſo doth Jeſus Chriſt chiiſe 
empty Souls for his g66d thivgs': He chooſeth 
the Low plains for "his walks, when the high 
towring Mountains aterejetted - The high; and 
lofty One comes to' dwell in the I6w and con- 
trite Spitit, 1ſa. 57. 15- Sidiner, thon mult 
ſtrip thy ſelf of thy own Ornaments, 3f thon 

intend 


364 ' The Beſt Treaſure, Or, oY 


intend to put on Jeſus Chriſt : Thou muſt throw 
down thy Crown at his feet ; if thou thiokeſt to 
wear his Crown ori thy. head : O Sovl, ! thou 
muſt come as a poor wretch to Chriſt; with 
thy empty ſack, as 7aroþs Sons did to Egype to 


buy corn, and then thou ſhalt, haveTreaſure too; | 


Thou muſt ſee thy ſelf an undone finner ; th 
muſt come (with Lazarss) and throw thy ſel 
down at this Rich Kings Door ; if ever thon 
wilt be fed with his Crumbs ; nay rather feaſted 
with his Dainties. x We 
Secondly, Thou muſt come to, Chriſt as toa 
full and ſufficient treaſure, able to fave and ſa- 
tisfie thee; to pay off thy debts, and enrich thy 
Soul for ever, Heb. 7. 25. , Able to ſupply all 
thy wants and fill all thy empeineſs, Phz/. .4- 19, 
We have ſhewn already that, his treatures are 


bottomleſs, boundleſs,. unfathomable, unex- 


hauſtible, never to be waſted ox ſpent : O Soul 


come to Chriſt as ſuch a one ; Meaſuce not. 


Chriſt's gold -by.thy buſhel ;nor his plenty. by 
thy poverty : think not thy debts too great for 
Chriſt to pay, . becauſe thou knowelt not where 


to get mony of thy own : Think not tby ſtraits. _ 


too many for him to relieve - : He hath enough 


for thy Soul to live upon hoth here. and to all » 
Eternity ; O Sinner believe ihe and art a 


him as ſuch a one poopie not the Fountath is 
c 


empty, becauſe thy Ciſterns ate dry : His 


TR 
reeuſneſs 1: like the great Mountains, Pſa. 36. £5 
itis in the Hebrew, The Mountains of God: And 
his grace is without meaſure, Fob. 3.34. There- 

fore thou muſt look to him as having a ſufficient-- 


fulneſs tor thy Soul, STEOP 
Thirdly, 


s = 
+, 


Thirdly, Thou muſt look to Chriſt with ex- 
peQation, as the poor. Crinple'did to Perer-and 
Fohn, Afts, 3. 5. Now ſhall a poor Creature 
expect to Teceive ſome needfut ſutable good 
from a fellow Creature + and will not thou ex- 
pe& ſome mercy from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
Creator, and Redeemer ?' O {jnner come with 
expeations to Chriſt ; believe that he is as 
willing as able to enrich all that come to him - 
He hath paſt his word for it. Hethat cometh to 
me 1 will in no wiſe caſt out. Job. 6. 37. He that 
believeth on him ſhall not periſh, Job. 3. 16. 
The weary Soul that comes yea creeps to him, 
ſhall have reſt, 24arh. 11.'28. Thetbirſty Soul 
ſhall be-ſatisfied, 7ob. 7: 37. He goes up and 
down in the Miniſfery of the Goſpel, ſeeking 
to ſave that which is loſt, Luke 19-10. And he 1s 
angry with them that will nor come to him, Fob. 5. 
40. O ſinner, do not take np hard thoughts of 
Chrift:Such ſuſpitious thoughts of Cheiſb 15 ſome 
of the Devils feed that he doth ſow in broxen 
ground. WhenChriſt comesto break ſinnerShearts 
and make them ſenſible of their vndoneneſs,then 
the Devil caſts in theſe tares, and raiſes np ill 
thoughts of Chriſt; It was this did ſo eneryate 
the diligence” of the uoprofitable Servant; ſome 
undue thoughts he took up of hisLords bounty:7 


knew (faies he) thou wert an hard, and auſtere 


Man: Hence he puts uphis Talentin a Napkin, 
and his hand jn his boſom, Math. 25. 24, 25- 
\Jealouſies of Chriſtsgood-will to ſinners are ve- 
ry deſtruftive to 'Salyation-work-:. The Devil 
hath hindred many a Soul from coming toChriſt, 
by caſting this block in-his way. O then com2 


with expectations at leaſt come to Chriſt, with | 


as 


the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. 365 


. 


% 


366 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 
as great hopes as the Lepeys came to the Tenty of 
the Aſſyrians who were Enemies ; come to Chriſt 
the friend of Sinners. 2 Kings 7. 4. They ad- 
ventured with ſome hopes; we may live, | 
we can but dye; they may kill us, and they ma 
ſave us alive : Byt thy caſe is not ſo, | 
come and adventure on Chriſt, thou mayeſt be 
ſure, he will not kill thee : Q look to Jeſys 
then with ſome hopes ; ſay, who can tell but my 
Soul may live. . TEE 
Fourthly, Cloſe firſt with Jeſus Chriſt higy - * 
ſelf, .and afrerwards with his Treaſure : I cqg- 
feſs uſually ſomething from Chriſt draws 
Sinner”s firſt reſpe&stohim - The ſavor of hug. 
oyntments, ſome loye-tokens, kindneſles, appre- 
henſion of neceſlity ; ſenſe of undoneneſs may 
cotiduce to get the firſt glances of Signers { 
wards Chriſt ; But though theſeallure to Chriſt 
yet the firſt thing the -Eſpouſed Saul muſt eyg 
in his Match with Chriſt, is Chriſt himſelf ; 
though theſe things draw the Sou 2 reticle | 
not center the Aﬀections; Chriſt's kindneſles 
are deſign'd as motives to beget an eſteemgf + 
himſelf in ſinners hearts : The kuowledge of 
what Jeſus Chriſt hath for ſinners, an 1ntimati. 
on of pardon, peace and Salvation for all that. 
come to him, may be the Prodromus or fore,run- 
ner of Chriſts Perſon coareroie; bye when 
they come to ſee him, they muſt firit pitch 
upon himſelf; and till. they come to. this th 
cannot bave a dye and orderly cloſe with Chr 
In all right and regular Matches,. the Perſqn 
muſt be firſt regarded, then the Portion ; A 
Soul is not fit to match with Chriſt; till he comes 4 
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to ſee infinitely more worth in him, then in all 
his gifts, and fayours : It was the 
of Chriſt himſelf that drew Pauls higheſt re- 
Gards 4+ him, with reſpeft to _—_ re 
£XCE ledge Fe 
| An Lord : —_— nid of : And 
then to be made conformable to his Death, 
and ReſurreCtion. The Spouſe was more taken 
with Chriſt's Perſon then with his Gifts: Corr.1. 
2, 3-Figſt himſelf was lovely, then his fruits. 
Cant. 2. 3. David counts nothing in Heaven, 
or Earth like to God in Chrift. Pſa. 73. 25. 
[Tis ſordid love, and too unworthy of a con- 
Jugal State, that values the Portion more then 
the Perſon; that Soul is too.unworthy of Chriſt, 
who values any more then him: ab. 
10.37 itmuſt be iſt himſelf, muſt ria the u F, 
ermolt ſeat.in oy flow > aſayi yo tg 
an unworthy thing not oor Cori abew | 
Thoſe Matches duck comfortable pf, 
theEſtate is moretheathePerfon,hence con- 
jugal love is broken, when the eſtate.i5 goue 3 
but where true conjugal love is, it.is ſerled 
on.the Perſon : Love that is ſet y 
of Chriſt, more then Chriſt;bj f, when theſe 
are ſuſpended, the others will decay; butlove 
placed-upon his. Perſon will. laſt : Hence 'tis ma- 
ny doſo eaſily leave Chriſt, when it comes to 
parting with. other becauſe their love 
was ſet more n a frm 
ſelf : © Saul be ſure *tis Chrilt himſelf thondoſt 
chuſe , and not another ;:O be ngt guilty of 
that miſtake as Faoob was; to take Leah inſtead 
of Rachel ; Be ſure it be not a falſe o_ - 
riſt. . 
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Chriſt in thy thoughts, but that it be areal Chriſf 
thou takeſt ; and then thou wilt never look for 
another : Be ſure give Chriſt the preheminence : 
The Father hath given him the preheminence, 
and wilt not thou? Phil. 2. 9.Col.1. 18. Col.2. g.If 
Chriſt muſt eake the belt place in Heaven, he 
hath reaſon to take the firſt place in thy heart. 
Fifthly, If thou wouldeſt come to Chriſt aright, 
then bring thy all with thee to him ; and make 
a free and full ſurrender of thy ſelf, and thy all 
to him: When God would have Iſrael out of 
Egypt, they muſt not leave a hoof behind, Exod. 
10. 26. 2 Cor. 8. 5. They firſt gave their own 
ſelves to the Lord: Be ſure make over thy ſelf 
ficſt to Chriſt, and then all thy intereſts, and Ca-, 
pacities : Come and ſubſcribe to Chriſt ,/ſa. 44-5; 
One ſhall ſay I am the Lords, and another ſhall call” 
himſelf by the name of Jacob, and another ſhall ſub- 
ſcribe with his. hand unto the Lord. Calvin hath a 
ſaying upon this: A Perſon (ſaies he) can ne- 
ver have true faith inChriſt, till be comes to mak 
this teſtification and confeſſion of him : lg the eſpoy- 
ſing berwivtChriſt'and the Soul, there is amn- 
tual reſignation of each to other with all they 
have. Chriſt gives his Perfon and Purchaſe to 
Believers,and the ſincere Soul gives back himſelf 
and all to Chriſt: To detain the leaft part 
from Chriſt is abominable frand, and lying a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, As 5. 3. If thou ac-. 
counteſt any one thing too good for Chriſt ; He. 
accounts all his too good for thee. "1 
Laſtly, Be ſure your ag of Chriſt be 
conſiderate. and ſincere, fit down firſt and 


countthe coſt, Zxk. 14. 28. Thou muſt be-no | 
. he's more 


jy 
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more thy own z thou muſt take up thy _ 
and his Yoke : I roger his Croſs: 

muſt denie thy ſelf ow' him : Wenn 
things are not to be undertaken raſhly, Dis de- 
 bber analurw-w9es 20 ancieng Motto. Haſty match- 
es ſeldom. prove well. Q. Soul, S—_ raſh in in 
thy caking Chriſt, The. Lord Jeſus -EC 
pouſeth4lvs ja. Judgment. as well as in Faithful- 
neſs, Ho, ox 19, 20. 26. incor ate bargaios are 
oft-rimes broken or of, You wilt never 
eſpouſe . Chriſt ig Faithfulneſs, gilt you' eſpouſe 
him in af oY Wei 


ED 


you © me 
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bnt ſin hath made carnal deſires boundleſs: It is 
with earthly minded men; as Solowen- ſays it 4y 
with the Grave, and barren womb, andthe fire 
Py lay it is FFroplary? Ho. 5% ; 16. Where. 
'#byx (fays the Prophet) do Jos * | 
'for that 'which'is not Bread, Cory | Lbaw fe the 
which ſatisfieth not, Iſa.'5 5 - 2. One calls the whole 
Turkiſh Empire but a bone that is thrown #9 
dogs : very dry meat; ſo areall the things af this 
warld:Riches are like meat ina dream-An hungry, 
man thinks he feeds, when hedreams but whenhe 
awakes he is emptic.Riches feed nothing bur the 
Eye; hence Covetousneſs is calPd the laſtsofthe 
Eye,17ob.2.16.O9tis a yanityhideed eo look after - 
that which you cah put in toy6ur-Eye !it wilhnot 
feed your affections, it'will noefariate the Sexljit 
will not quict'theConſeienc:Othar men ſhould; 
yenture their all for that will not ſatiifie! 
*Thirdly, They are fadingthings in their. Na- 
ture - not only uncertain, "and lial 
inthe event, but they are dying in-their Natures 
Corruptible riches 5 Your Houles, Lands, what 
ever your greedy Eye covets;-are ' but rotten 
things: Your Garments are hable t6.the- Mpth, 
and your Gold and Sitver Sibjett to: Ruſt,;FoT 
5. 2, 3- Ah poor” treaſtre* Indeed? Which ook 
aud Moth conſume, reſt thar'ſtrengrhens.avher 
Creatures cats oiit theſe3) Houſes, 'Lands;7 Guild 
and Jewels, 'arefubje@t th weariiginwey, "Fey 
pa teret onnia*:. Tims" witl wear - "out; 
ence Chrift| aUviles his*-Wiſciptes'td _ 
bags which wax-not oldj'a'tr itt; Heaven, 
which failerh not; -Eak; 121''y 5-71 Implying that 
all the treaſures of this world /arxnot fo; If men | 
tay them up in bags, the bags will wax old, and- 
cime 
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time will rot.them; Thieves: ca» approach to 
theſe treaſurez,, avd Moth, and Ruft can cat 
them aut :{ Tis a.pretty ſimile one hath of it, 
who.compares the Riches of the world wn ky 
ſtanes,. that when they fall upon a tyl'd Houſe 
make a ratling noiſe for the preſent, but by 
and bylide down, rodmclt away to nothing. ) 
Fourthly, The treaſures of this world are en: - 
ſaving creaſurey ;, they bring their owners into 
bondage: as Hos lays ; Ducendowincimur vincende 
dicimu *. By thear cunning allurements they evercom 
u5,and [oe us,they lead Oy yhcſt 
allure the heart, apd then enrtcall the heart : 
They bring men into the worſt bondage of any, 
for they bring- them. into a willing, bondage 
Earthly men are not: only Ted Captive by the 
world at Satans. will, but are evſlaved by 
th-ir ownwillz they content to be bound : Earth. 
ly men..do- with, E/au, ſwap, a" bargain for 


the.things of the, world 3 they conſent to. let. go 
their bjrthrighs far a meſs of pottage ;* they give 
up thejrdicthright, togheir 1nferiguts, and con- 
ſent, to become aiſlave to their, own: Servants : 
Thatword of the Wikman is never terre true, 
Ecq.10. 7., then when, men ate led. Captive by 
the- ove of this world - 1 bave ſeen 67 Vants upon 
Hor ſaqzand Princes. walking e5Seryatit 4ponthe Earth. 
Neyerdig/rael do greater drudgety In Egype.then 
Fg TAs g dq pre th a6 _ 
them r. rly,. bt up Jate,” and carttic bread 
forgot, and all for a few haddhas, {327.2 
Enitig ben, x06) re kr eaſt that are-ſe 
to Ju the: Devils Teams, woe 


fin with 


Jar the Devits Teas 2 draw fi 
Cart-;dpes, and Inigquity with Cord* of Vanity > Ia, 
5-1). Peecata facile ventunt, [td forthtr hue 
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Fifthly, ThE tithes of this world” are enfhar- 
ing too, 1,T'm. 6.9. They that' wilt be rich fal 
into Temptations and Snares : The word meyids {i 
nifies ſuci ſnares as perſons uſe? to take Vir 
and Beaſts with, and 94Y to faſten downt6 
the * ground as Nets are that take ts; 
So Earthlyminged. men the Devit ſtakes'th 
down to the grouh - They are held faft in the - 
cords of their own iniquity, Pro. 5. 22. What's 
ſnare was Balack?s Gold” to Baldam's Covetots 
heart ro draw him againſt his light, convittions 
and a Diyigie chatge.” The Bag prov'd 'a'! 
charm'ro coavergus Fudas, _ it lead him'to” 
Haltex : The thivgs of rhe world prov'd a fad 
ſnare £0 Drmas, and led him off from all his pro, 
feſlion : Earthiy things arelike rwigs that are 
in Bird-lime, that hold faſt thoſe wy 3 that 
come at them,that they haveno min vom 
Jo leave tliem: O they are fad ſhares indeed. 
.* Sixthly, *Earthly riches are defiling roo: The 
Apoltle calls riches filthy lucre, 1 Pet. 5.2. No 
for filtby Iugre : 419;gozeeÞ&5 Obſcure gain adthe 
word implies, filthy, unbecoming, undecat : 


+ 


O *tis diſhoneſt. gain indeed ; which ends. ir 


and looſe. 
The Riches; 
of rhoſe chat 
the pollutio 
conliderab| 


we them; the Apoltle calls the | 
pf che world, '2 Per. 2. 20. 'V 
y thirth Ganeyr dath uſe the X 

4. 52. 7+ to nzailte both ricl 1gUeE 
ouſneſs Kt agen de not God. is 
frength, but truſted in the abundance of bis Rid 
{i a, Og '» * » 


| 
- 
3 
4 
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nd ſtrengthened himſelf in bis wickedneſs > - Noting, 
that riches prove occaſigns. of much evil, .busr, 
and filthigels ia them hat havechem. | 
Seventhly, They artaccountable Riches, Ta- 
lents that uſt, beteckoped .fos,, 4th. 25.-19- 
After a long. time, the Loxd of that Servant cometh 
and reckgneth with lim. All Eazthly intexelts are 
truſts committed to.the Adelity.of thoſe that have 
them, and they muſt give an-accouat for- them, 
Luks 16. 2,, Groe an accoun; of wy payee 
thou muſt be no longer Stewapd (9xw9ysr ) All thy-un 
due purſuits.of the Wold; thy inorGinate love 
to it, thy, unjuſt ingcoflings of it t0.thy {eIf, 
thy Peguriqus.  witholding -it 4... from: thoſe 
diſtributions God bath zequired, muſt ſhortly- be 
reckoned for. OizoryG- ah. 5ix@: an bouſe & 
1:/4:iv, thole, things which Families ule... » 
Eigbthly, They are afflictingrich2s - They car- 
ry more trouble then comfort with them, 1T ms 
6. 10. For the love of money 15 the root of all evil, 
which while Some coveted aftfr——pierce themſelves 
through with many ſorrows : They rea themſilves 
through. So Bez.4: They ſtab chemſelves allo. 
ver from Head to Fogt with darts; - Sothe word 
inports. O how greatare- thoſe anxigties, Wd 
troubles the riches of this workd breed for: thoſe 
that have. them! |they, þe traubleſome. things; 
They cauſe a great deal. of  paias 'to- gct- theus: 
4 great deal of care, to: keep-them 30 '2a great 


deal of fear 'to 1 hes eb Anda great 
deal of trguble yhea they, ars gone:!; Chiu 
compares the lave of tha warlkd ta Thorfts Afar. 
13-7. Compar'd with, yes; 2:2, | Becauſe they 
prick - and \catgh tos Goalciances as. well-as 
choak the word :* O the __ wounds they will 

4 ſee 
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fee in them one day thar love the world inordt; 
nagely ; Whence Gregory hath this uponiir - Leg 
rich men take beed how'they handle Thatns, leaft 

tbe prickebons._ 310 an; 
intily, They are damnifying riches, and 
bring a great deat of lots with them + A man 
can hardly come by much of the world, withoue 
a ſenſible detriment : They occaſion the loſs of 
a great deal of time that ſhould be 'uied abour 
their. precious Souls : The loſs of precious 
peace ; O what trouble, what carking, fretting, 
rending cares have men about theſe Riches ! 
They looſe their natural peace many times, and 
loſe. their Soul -quietneſs: The cares of this 
world breed a great deal of guilt : Then there's 
aloſs of purity too; they ſully thy Sov], dirt 
thy. Conſcience : beſpatter thy AﬀeCttions : Ma- 
ny a hopefnl Soul is corrupted by them to fall 
from their ſeeming vertue and moral excellens 
Cies; as the young man in the Goſpel, 7uday 
Annav1as, and Demas. Earthlimindedneſs like ' 
the Fiie in a Box of Oyntment ſpoil mens natu- 
ral and moral Vertues: They occaſion the loſy 
of many priviledges; the love of the wor!d robs 
Sofl!s of great advantages, ſuch cannot wait on 
God many times in ſecret duties, family duties, 
publick duties; they have a Farm, and Oren, 
and Merchandiſeto look after, and therefore 
cannot come.  Nayythey that will be rich de. 
p-_ themſelves! of the profit of thoſe privi. 
ges they doenjoy +; The Love of the world 
takes off the date word, "whiles it is. 
preached to them; Math. 1 3.22. The things of 
the world damp mens affetions to' Chriſt, and 
pf WW TDEKG 4148 " heaven- 

þ C 
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heavenly things ; they ſtifle mens Conſtiences + 
It dats and bluats the edge of the Sword of the 
Goſpel, and makes iPrebound back again, when 
it fals vpoa the rocky hearr, hardnied with che 
love of the World : O they are damnifiing things: 
And at laſt they will ſet you hard, but'rhey will 
loſe your Souls, and then you have made acar- 
ſed bargain indeed, when you- have loſt your 
Souls. 

Laſtly, They are dangerous and too ofren 
damning things; they are dangerous for they 
k:ep the Soul from Chriſt: As che' young man 
in the Goſpel, he came to che very laſt ſtzp,and 
yet there he ſtayed, hecould not part withall for 
Chriſt that hroke thebargain Mar. 19.22. He wert 
away forrowful for be had great poſſeſſions: The love 
of tne World ſtood ia the way of his receivinzZ 


Chriſt ; Thorns are the ſhelter for Serpents 


and riches for nzany laſts, that drown men in 
perdirion aud deftruttion .1. Ti. 6. 9. The 
word in the original ſignifies a plunging over 
head -and ears in' ruine, funk tothe bottom, 
as one that hath a great weight upon him + 'One 
compares rich men to a Pige Tree of which ir is 
{aid,that ifrke bark be pluckroff it will laft long, 
but while that abides it rats: riches are as adeep 
pir, into which men"caſſty ger, 'bur hardly ger 
out, and therefore Chriſt faies; iris'cafier for 
a 'Camell to go through the eye of x needte 
then for arich mang' to eriter into the Ringdorn 

of Heaven. Math. 16. 24. «nb>; 2: 
The things. of the World bar up the way to 
Heaven, anlU open the” way to Hell, and haſten 
the Soul witha vengeance to deſtructiqn,;}Trey 
- are 
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are like the Devils ſleep-drench, that caſts Souls, 
into a_deep. trance, and ?till they come to, the. 
end of their lives they. never awake, and then 
they awake with a vengeance : That's the firſt. 
Conſider what the things of the world are, and 
they are fools indeed that purſue theta with the 
neglect of Chriſt. bees > 
Secondly, Conſider the different terms on 
which they are to be had, and ir will appear;to . 
be folly for men todeſert Heavenly things, and_ 
chuſe Earthly : If you would have the World, 
it will coſt you a great deal of ſorrow, trouble, 
and pains, you muſt tug hard ; Adam being 
turn'd out of Paradiſe muſt work in the ſweat of 
his brows for his bread. Gen. 3. 10... But 
Heavenly Treaſures is to be received by 
believing z They come by gifr. It is but 
to come and take itand receive it. ſa. 55-1, 2. 
Thirdly Conſiderthe caſualty that attends 
the perſuit of theſe Earthly things. A grear 
deal of caſualty whether you may have. them 
or no; andagreat deal of hazard that attends 
them : The Marchant engages in dangerous vay- 
ages, and after all, is not ſure to bring home 
any treaſure. Eccles. 5. 14. Theſe Riches periſh 
evil travel : Suppoſe they are obtained, they 
ometimes are waſted alloonas won; and hethar 
thinks he hath enough, for many years, many 
times leaves, nothing behind him - Many toyl, 
and tug, eat out their bowels, and ſpend their 
days for that which they cannot obeain ; how 
many labour to be rich, and yet dye Pogr : 
Riches make themſelves wings and file away.Pro.2 3. 
Fourthly, Such as perine Earthly things with 


the neglect of Chriſt, contract much guilt y—_ 
| their 
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their ow! 'Souks; they violatethe wholeLaw6f 
God; for the whole Law comains ſupream love 
to God: Love (faies the Apoſtle) is che fulfilling 
of the Law. "Rom. 1 3: 10, GELS 
mandement” (faies Chrift) a1gs all the Law, ' and 
the Prophets : Math. 22 40 \Upanſu ream love 
to God, and equal lovers toout ; 'asto 
our ſelves: Therefore fuch/ a perſue 
things, and love rhe World more they 
they break” the whole Law' of God: r Fob.'2./i 
Yea they violate and break 'the commiands'6 
grace alſo : It niakes -mer(falfe to all theiren- 
gagments, and' promiſes and'toall their civil 
rcuſts : Oo what hotrid wickedneſs will tot 
love of this World pur men upon ! theref 
ſuch contra@t foul guilt ypon' their Souls And 
this ſhews their folly. Wn 
So much for = aſe of Information. 249 
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"CH AP. XXVn1. 


C ontaining an uſe of repreheufion to ſeveral 
: ſort s:of Perſons, with ie ro all youlen! 
Believers. 


F, ;there be fi ch vaſt nd; thctous Treafies 
$i SN. Thy os rin —_ 
this x 
to haye hve Ja i = we bg 
yet. ace lo." 


BY =p Go! 
tave or 66 


and bau Treaſur | 
affected with them, and have a low e© Rimatiog 
.of them - O fad indeed ! That the thoiceſt fa 


ſtance 
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'* Kancethat ever was ; boundleſs treaſure, ſhould 
be eſteemed nomore then periſhing traſh. . ?Tis 
a lamentable thing indeed to ſee how moſt, Pro» 
feſſors value perideng treaſures fo much, and 
ſus Chriſt fo little ; Did-pecſons prize thoſe 
eavenly Treaſures ,.they would have a lele 
eſteemof Earthly ; they would be more reſtleſs 
till they ſaw their latereſt in them : Purſue more 
after them ;- be at more pains and cot to ſecure 
them - 'Be more. inthe commendation of them, 
and highly eſteem thole that have them. 

: Secondly, It reprovesthoſe that have or feem 
to haye atitle to this glorious Treaſure, and Fs 
are not contented with it: . O Souls, -will a few 
bandfuls of duſt pleaſe you,  and-will not a King- 
dom, Crown, and Glory ? Will a little Cot- 
tage in the world take up your delight, and 
will not a Manſion and dwelling-place in Hea- 
ven fatisfie you? O Believer, hath God made 
over himſelf, Father, Son, and Spirit to be thine 
. eternal Treaſure, and/is not he rich enough to 
fill all thy heart, and all thy. deſires? fit down 
and conſider how groundleſs are all thy mour- 
nings, how unreaſonable are all thy frettings and 
diſcontent, who. canſt ſay -of Heayen, This, 5s 
minez and of God, and Chriſt, He, is mine. | 
Thirdly, It reproves-thoſethat. have or ſeem 
to haye a Title to thoſe treaſures, and; yet, logk 
after others treaſures, . and eagerly pur! 2 por: | 
tion in this World:.. © anevcaſable * Vi e Di- 
nab they wander after the things of this. Worl 
as ſhe did aftes the people of the Lang, til the 
deflower their Souls : O Chriſtians,” have. you 
choſen God, and will you back to the World, 
| | ' © again? 
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2gain ? Hath God deliver'd-you from this pre 
ſent World, !and will my aq <rok your ſelvesto. 


it again / Hathgrace en nat 
rower yr 


and will you enter in again 
God tobe gracious,and yet] 
lings bottle, t@-drink of: 
rab ? O unreaſonable Souls - Few rattle 
this to your "ſtate and C !if you are 
Saints indeed you are not of, yerkh 0 
15. 19. Are you the Citizeng/ of Heave 
2:49: Andra aiat rn Ages p36 
_— Heaven ? 
'Tis contrary toiyour promiſes andengagements. 
You go.againſt your convidions, 'and experien- 
ces; and'by ydurpinordinate-loveto, and purſuig 
of the Mam worry Enexley4o: God your own 
* | thoſe of the Peopl 
ourthly, Thisreproves t e 
of God, whochave an intereſt in theſe vaſt Trea- 
ſures of Chriſt, and yet Ny poor. ip 
their own Souls.-Many complain Times be hard, 
Eftates waſt; F rades decay, butthe greateſt Po- 
verty lies in Spiritvals - Faith, Love, . Humility, 
ſelfe denyal, -Mortifiedneſs to the World, PRC« 
ſons are deſtitme) of theſe things chiefly ;-little 
grace' laid out little grace laid up : Few, wor-' 
kings of. Spirit in duty, - and few works of grace: 
in Mens, lives; hjs argues: wenderful Poverty: 
in mens-Souls;:: Way atv clay in 2 gi bur, 
poverty 10S 3 Ire: yr 
ef Pity ene Gokes 
wotks. of charity. towards: 2 
ilfavoured are molt under, | he. : Many: 
are learning} and never: come: to:th LS 
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of the truth; a'Nrange vail bydsyet- upon: the: 
minds-of many ; Little right-kindof he rowde 
few know the meaning of the Spirit; | few-are 
led into the myſteries 'of the: Goſpel: Others 
profeſs themſelves wiſe, and toknow Gad,'bub 
by works denyhim; and their PavErty lies here; 
They are ful of notions, but empty-of holineſs; 
Earthly and vain in their SpiritsMoſt -mens Re: 
. lpivathis day lies in the -head';litfle-heart-ga 
linels, little life-bolineſs : Little 1ove to-Gag 
and'Saints - Little fruits brought fosth for God; 
this ſhews the 'Povetty of the times: we- live ins 
Again, the difficattneſs of maintaining :Spirl- 
tval life; hard to getoa life of faith; andlave{ 
hard t6 keep vp hope; this comes-from Soul Po- 
verty : Hard for Perſons to live from one Ocdi- 
nance to another : Spiritual life decays, waſts; 
Iangviſhes; *tipwith too' many Profeſſours as it 
is with ancient:weak Perſons ; that are growip 
ſd' co!d, Nature ſ6'decay'd, that they canhards | 
ly keep themſelves warm, then by the fires 
So tis with manyChriſtians,no longer then under! 
2 warming Sermon, bat-cold' preſently; 'nay 
*tis not ordinary Sermons will heat theny: Thet 
richeſt. feedings, the'choiceſt Cordials, - ſcaroe! 
keep up- faith, love, and delight'in God/one! 
moment, and- ate ' hot theſe poor:-men 2 Cor! 
ruptions grow, # light; vain, -Ecarthy, ey 
: 


Spirit abounds ;/ bat” meekneſs, ſavourineſs, h 
mility, gravity; Hvelyneſs decays-Litcle ſtrength; | 
for duty, bard to hear, -pray, or to manage ons 
duty atzghr; liftle Spirit and' Truth/mmoſt dow 
ties, and ſervices: Unable to'conflit witheenlli 
fations, corruptions; oppoſitions*:* Hard tolive 
up 


a he Vie cation: 
un 72h 2 3 hb. 4c, 
ves Ss $. 

Bi ay ef, Epb, 4 


Ang '£v 
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up'to light, codviCtions; reſdlutions : How do 
Souls make ſhipwrack of faith, and conſcience: 


How eafily are' they "overcome by their heoees | 


luſt,” pride, paſſion, Earthyneſs preſently car 

ries them aſide. Unable to bear the 1 af. 

fexingy) The very ſhaking of the rod will drive 
from duty : Ferſop cannot yet digeſt dif. 
ies, and endutings for the Go! ſake: 

*—_ ſoon are matly 'worn'' otit” Kr affliti- 


ons, and per ſections of this day': deſerves 
ſharp reproof. _, 
Laſtly, It, reproves' thoſe who” partake of 


thoſe riches of , and yet are reſerved to 
others: O how. tnfike are theſe to Chriſt ! He 
opens his Treaſures to you, but you ſhut yours 
from others ; he'hands* our his bbofity to you, 
but you ſhut your eyes from others: [ns ſtreams 
_ glad the City of God "oo narr ow heart- 


makes ſad the Sons- of m bowels 
Bt i large yours jen > re: 
are iaprif 


er his oy ths,” 
der yours ; your bands 
cauſe leapne | Chri ne a. 
bteheſs, bo Chi rif tac be 
ned; ho iqpt poor 


To. 
arg. 
Te va 


Stn diffiſeth” freely of his 


lighr 


- 
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light, and heat.: The clouds drop farneſs 
Earth brings forth heriincreaſe, the T 

their fruit, and when fit for xhe uſe of ah 
themfall intotheir boſqryes ; the air cn_ 
cates its refreſhing; the fire its heat, 

ſtore, only man is ſelfiſh ad quch the oder, 
_ ble Servant hides his talent it, a Napkin ; Chr 
ſtians be humbled for your non- conformity. to 
Chriſt, and the little uſe. you have wade of your 
Talents, aod graces for the good of thoſe you 
live with. 

Note That this uſe of Repreber non was more fuly 
and largely compes'd by + Author; but the 
ſubſtance of it is contain'd in that excellent 
Treatiſe of the Author, c =; The Heavenly 
Trafey ;* to which the Render 13 refer'd.” | 


Third Uſe of Conſolation 


If chere be ſuch unſearchable riches j6,C. 

for his people: Then hete's wonderful Comfoi 

to thoſe that arein Chit 3 Tom: have cauſe ts 
rejoyce: Arid beexceeding glad: For, _ 
- Firſt, In your intereſt *hriſt lies yourr) be 
to all "thoſe great and..glogious treaſuxes 
Chriſt ; He that hath'C Fi | 
is his: Al oy! Fe 

and Chriſti Ty 
DO OETy 
aſting N 
tance, Rom, come 


d t9 the 
Theyhie h 
Chriſt hath a$ Mediator, Fg 
nd purchaſe : A title that anbs:v, be fork 
-NOr waſted : ATitle to the whole ighetiran 


*” ww * _wC(ik 
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of God. - Ah. Belieyer. if; i by _ then 


TS Br 
are I I. 30. 
deed to believers, . L,3 have f 
in in Heaven, that is 


derful reyiving when a Pa 


cellency he is related to =p 


ſelf:-What comfort wrlaoger th on 
fulChild,thou ormed hat de- 
light will the FEI ite Mead Bryn = the excellen, 
cies of, her Husband;. 1.as her 
own : Such pleaſure, doth the take in the 


beauty of Chriſt.,Cow. a7 eckpos them 


as her comlineſs though ſhe was by - 1. 5, 
I am black but comely .Whas tion o inthe 
to h Pico God to Tees intitled to ſuc pa 
Je ough thowarr poor.y yed is 
rich - Though; ch 1/6 hy $ Halt, 
ehough thou art.obſcuge- and, vile, yet he is ho 
nourable ; and his riches, | QUT are 
thine ; 5 and thy a Saints, and 
We 3 he thre Wh #{- 6.19. 
Who is ſhe that pr 

the Moon, clear. ath 


derfut Comfort Se "he 
a ſeen. Title to. all RNS, 


"48s Nh: Beſt Tri, or, 


Righteouſteſs, > ing Priviledg 
nant, and Salvation, ER 
ragtable grounds lay claim to all this P but 6 the - 
Believer may, '1'Cor. 1; "'Y 

vecoodly; The time 
they ſhall'ha tre: 
ſures of Chriſt, Rev. 21. "my that 
[vall inberit all chings: All Waſe nally _ 
rious things promiſed ſhall be his þ. ITN 
ſhall be all in'all to him, 1 Cox. 15.2 
title of his word ſhall be fulfilled, they 
ven and Earth paſs palianay, Yeu 5: 1B 
lieyers are rich Heirs uh rb I ans 
thing from a Seryant, "ot 
ſtens when' their great Eltate w ill fall CS 
hands, afid'they ſhall live vpon it to all Ere 
ty , the expeCtation'of which is cauſe'of ls 
fort ; when veils ſhall betaken away, and th 
ſoul ever with the Lord; oh thy filthy Git- 
ments ſhall be taken off, "ati th Ir 
ment for ever 'worn;whentlidy t liveno m 
at ſmall allowances of. Grace, but recelveit - 
out meaſure; thy Table ſpread, thy, Cup dver- 
flow ; thy feeding ſhall be 5 ifore on feat 0 
tions from thy Fathers Table,' but ſhalt ſit 
in his preſence, and feaſt ups 
Eternity - Then ſhall all promi nit 
performances 3 all hopes ſhall 'end in Frvieio 
and all deſires center indelights, then ſhall 
be turned into perfections, c arkneſs intodeli 
changes into immutabilities, fears'into wh? ; 
wants into fulneſs z abſence into } eſence : 
bleſſed Eternity ! When the Lord ſhall: 
forth all bisTreaſures, open hisWard- -robe, a 
and pay off every fayed Sout with an infigite 


; 
] 
) 
4 
; 
; 
; 
$ 
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neſs aymychas he can reccive, or deſire tO-nave; 
creaſures of love ia God theFather, Son, nai 
rit ;rivers of joy in the arag tele God; 
neſs of grace in conformity to 
which eye cannot ſee,novear Rectal Lay. heart 
of man-conceiue:/'1 Cor. Z, 91: Andi norte cer 
ainty of theſe future 'treaſures: ground __— 
for preſent comfort. | 
-\ Thirdly, from an intereſt in thiscich Jeſas, 
here's cornfort to Saints ander all their preſent 
wants whether outward or inward: inthiac- 


" Firſt Ther oacngh: Rn to: mouy 


: tn hi tells the 

os 29. Thy-wants wen - led  armeer 

MING ſogreat's bur Chirifts /fulne(s is eali- 
&: Thy neceflities are-chs:needs;of a Creature; 

his abilitie' is ce-power-of 4 :Creator - . The 


Lord Jeſus Chrif. can more! eafily:Gipply thy 


need, rhen a whole Occan caw/fill one: ipiechrer ; 


for betwixt theCreatures there isſome proporti- 
es —_— God and theCreature noneatall. 
ndly, : Asthece is inChriſt to fill 


| al thy ance foul the faine 18-in Chriſt 


is thy own; Believer, laid op- ini Chriſt for thee, 
a——— I Cor-; K-30 Deus _—_— 
nnd mea. therefore mayeſt boldly: expe 
ſupplies corey 30s to! tho. en of —— 
_ 12. 1t/ ; 
be will. Thou mayeſt acboldh ZE "Techs AS 


Laſtly, The Lord Jeſus 
ed to ſce the waits of his p 
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eothing,. Phil« 4- 19- So that thow may}: boldly 
iehe Lord is mny. helper, Heb 1.3-6-:1 . 4 
- [want Food, . Rayment, Health, &'c-. Tor thy. 
2:Body, 6rdoſt-thou-want Grace, Wiſdom,Faith, 
11Love, Humility, Patience,/ Caurage,, | Self-de- 
-?nial, ' Power over Corruptionsg; Succour | 
thy. temptations,::Vidtory over thy luſt ; thou 
mayſt go to Chriſt with expeCtations, of all-that 
.<God ſees beſt for 'thee : ſeeing there are; ſuch 
1.treaſures of all Grace plac'd; and entruſted;in 
Chriſt for thee. -- . ET 
\ .1;-Fourthly, : Comfort under all your loſſes for 
..Chriſt; ſurely if Chriſt beyaurs,,-and ſuch vaſt 
- treaſures are in him, be will not ſee you. loſers 
- for his ſake; -be-gan and will aye you harmleſs; 
- nay, requite yourexpenſive love for him : all that 
ſtrength of affeftion, liberty, : time, talents 
(Chriſtians) you layout for him, ſhall be given 
in; again : Jeſus: Chriſt' is'-that; good Sowe- 
ritane, who hath paſt.his word) $0: repay. again 
whatever is laid out; for him; or - upon his, at 
his bidding, - Lake 10. 35- If, a tender hearted 
Paul would take'the offences of an Onefrnns/on 
his account, ' Philemon ver. 18, Much more will 
Chriſt take the expences for hjm on his account 
and repay it'a hundred. fokd-in this life, with 
Glory in that which.is to:come, . H4ath. 19. 29.” 
Laſtly, Comfort -under all: your reproackes 
for Chriſt -- ?Tis the lot of gracious Souls many 
. times:to be accounted rl, and_theof- 
»,Feouring of all thingsby the men: of this worls, 
"2. Cor. 4. 13s ſo ver. 10. We are; Fools for crete 
-":{ake; and deſpiſed 3 z;'Ths part .of the Croſs or 
\ Chriſt to be reproach'd for his-fake,- 1 Pet4/14« 
-- Butbere's Comfort jnſuchacaſe in the conſide- 
Rt ration 
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ration of thoſe treaſures' of Chriſt : Chriſtiaos, 
yourrelation to ſuch-a Jeſus who is the Heir of 
glory will” wipe off all your diſgrace: Think. 


account of diſgrace for Chriſt. ;*, th. 
SEORANS: is <4 ERECT $5. 
——_— CIT Sal 3 i! 2 ETA: | 
-Y ilt "its 
CHAP. XXIX. "0 


TH 37k "as; #,1 
Containing an. uſe") of Examination; C hara-' 
Hers of ſuch as have au imtereſt im Chviſt,, 
and in all thoſe gJorious' tredfures.” | © 1 | 
by. bes +1; Sr 7 
Hriſtians, 'you that haye hopes of /an.Inte- 

reſt in theſe treaſures of Chriſt: clear v 
your title: Be ſure your claim be good -* Reſt 
not till you can have, your, eyidences'of Chriſt 
paſt diſpute, .to' make the matter” plain 
and certain to you 3 that you are Chriſts, ' and 
Chriſt 1s yours :, dventure notat all you hopes 
of ſuch great” and glorious things upon. uncer- 
rainties : if you miſs and fail in. your propriety 
to this Eſtate,you are undone for ever: There's 
00 repairing the loſs of Chrilt when you come to 
dye : All your after-wit ca inend this bad 
bargain when time is paſt - If you build uponthe 
land,till the building time be over, yau will have 
an Eternitie to repefit your folly:there's no root 
for another ethers when the door of Heaven 
is ſhut: If you have toocareleſly, and ground- 
leſly Iaid your hopes of Chriſt, and Glorie, and 
an] fo are ſecure till _ time be paſt, you can 
C's No 
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no more make tryal of a better buildi ing: O-how | 
great will the fa i of miſtaken _—_ > at laſt3 
when the Hypoctite ſhall ſay too wo is'me,' 
I am deceived ! all-my hopes for Heaven have - 
Proved a Lye ; I did ſuppoſe my title was wang 
and others thought ſo too: I could tell 
periences, and dreamt of cloſing with Choi, 

I have had my Convictions, Deſires, Taſtes, AF. 
fetions, Parts, Priviledges, and hi hopes of 
Glory : But alas, 'now I ſeemy building is upon 
the ſand; wo to me, all my down again! I 
have run in vain, and now 1 muſt fit down in 
ſorrow to all eternity. O lamentable ! when 
time is gone to come to ſuch a paſs : And ſure- 
ly this will be thy caſe whoever thou art that haſt 
not ſure grounds of thy intereſt in Chriſt : There- 
fore, Chriſtians, take not vp upon probable 
hopes, but put it out of doubt that Chriſt 3 3» 
yours, and this ſtate is yours. 

Queſt. But, ſaies the Soul, 7 confeſs it will be 

' ſad and doleful to hear of theſe excellent trea-; 
ſures, and miſs of all at laſt : But bow might 
1 do tobe ſatisfied m this matter, #0 kyow that 
Chriſt ss mine, and his Riches "mine?! 

For the reſolution of this Caſe I ſhall ſpeak to 
four things. ' 

1. How and in what manner a title to-Chriſt 
and thoſe glorious«reaſuresare to be obtained. 
© 2, Whotheyare thatdo obtainthem. - + 

3- What is requiſite towards the obtaibing 
of them. 

4- - What are the certain. and ſpecifical rais 
and eff<&s of 'ſuch an obtaining. 

" 1. How or in what manner way the faxl.come 
have « Right toChriſt? 

Anſw. There are three uſuel ways by which 

peri 
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perſons obtain a Title to athing+ x. By Birth 


, 2-By Purchaſe, 3. 


Firſt, By Birth: Gn this a natural] Relation is 


_ founded: A Child Fr rntr iy tb a aj he 


Fathers Inheritance 

ſing and Birth-right a i the f 

Eſa had his Title to che Birth-ri ws 

fing could he ave kept it, Gen- 27- 32- So Ma- 

naſſeh had a right to the rhe becauſe he was 

the Lad Ga «48. 18 hs Tile 
y, Another way a, Ti 

to a thing is by Purchaſe : E phrpling 63h 

a Field, Fer. 32-25, Thus men get a Tong to 

Eſtates by Purchaſe, whea they | part with a Colt- 


ſiderable oajoc 1048 for them 

Thirdly, way of of Right to # to 2 thing 
is by Gift. and gy ns 
Etats inthe Land Go ens 26 he 
Government of F; Moſes the Son-in-Law 
to Pherach,by gif ang A jon: Theſe are the 


three uſual ways by which an intereſt is obtai- 
ned. By the firſt of theſe man can lay no dlaim 
to an intereſt in- Chriſt : By Birth we are 
Children of wrath, Zpb. 2. 3. By Purchaſe man 
can never get a claim to Chriſt : There's no 
buying this Pearl of price- Ag ay a Title 
fu laſt way, by Gift. Fala 
man having loſt his firſt Eſtate, wit icighero 
life, and ca Ke to Teens its 
terms in order tort, it muſt needs follow, 5 
now if ever_ he i on lf gal is mult be on 
TS RET Bing 
£ Venank. e Q- 
ver the Offender to and damgation, till 
which penalty. be p LR (which loſt man 
Cca4 could 
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could never do )there cannot poſſibly be any pur- - 
chaſe made of new life and Salyation. Rem..5. 12; - 
Sin hath paſſed over all yen,andDeath by Sin fr 

_ thatall have ſitined; and by this fall all pow- . 
er of doing good is foft: Rom, 7. 18: So that now 
of neceſſity there muſt be a change of the firlt” 
term on which life was to be had, there being no 
poſlibility in loſt man to fulfill them, andifever 
Salvation comes it muſt be by grace Eph. 2. 9. 
and gift - The- new Covenant gives out alt þ 
mercies freely, Rev. 21, 7. There's no place for / 
creature worth and merit in order to Salvation _ 
under the Goſpel ; he that will be ſaved muſt ac- 
cept it.as a gift : That's the firſt, the way of ob- 
taiming Chriſt : He is the Fathers gift, and his 
oyn gift. Gal. 2. 20. God gives Chriſt to whom 
he pleaſeth, not for any diſtinguiſhing worth in 
the Creature, but from the good pleaſure of his" 
will. Eph. 1. 11. | 

| 7 _ are they that obtain Chriſt, and Salvati- © 
on 
 Anſw. It is they that come to, and receive 
Chriſt by Faith. Joh. 1. 12. To as many 4s recti- 
ved him to them gave he power to become the Sons of _ 
God: Chriſt is ofterd in the Gofpel by grace, 
and is received by faith,the acceptance as offer'd . 
of God is that- which intereſts the Soul in lim - 
This is called a comming to Chriſt, Xt. 11. 28. 
A letting Chriſt into the heart, Eph. 3. 17.A. 
believing in him, 1 ob. 5: 10. He that believes | 
5n the Son of God bath the witneſs in bimſelf : T hat © 
is the witneſs of right to Chriſt and life. ver. 11. + 
And this is the record God hath given us, Life Etev- 
nall; and all this in his Son: where a gift js | 
freely tendred to all that willteceive it, _ Y 
| needs - 
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needs nothing to make that Perſon fit for that 
gife, but accepting the offer as tenderdeo him: 
Neither doth this acceptance make a Perſon wor. 
thy of the gift, but fulfills the terms in orderto 
an Intereſt init - If a ſum of money be offered to 
a poor man, and he is calledto receive it, this 
receiving doth not merit it,but appropriate it:So 
that the Perſons to whom Chriſt 1s tenderd is to 
ſinners, to all ſinners, to-the chiefeſt of Sinners. 
1 Tim. 1 15. Andto every one of them, Jſa. 55. 
1. oh. 7. 37. And the terms on which he 1s held 
out is freely without money, and withont price, 
and nothing is required to entitle them to this 
glorious gift, but their receiying it as tendred. 
3- What is neceſſary to the obtaining of Chriſt, and 
and ſo of thoſe glorious Treaſures in him ? Without 
which Perſons cannot, will not, come to him ? 
Anſw. There are prerequiſites to the Souls/ob. 
taining of Chriſt: Though they do not merit 
Chriſt, : yet are neceſſary to the receiving of 
him. | 
Firſt, That the Sinner he brought to ſee his abſo- 
lute need of Chriſt, and hiseveclaſting undone- 
neſs without him : This courſe the Spirit of God 
took with Laodicea. Rev. 3- 17- And with thoſe 
Jews, A#: 2. 23, 36, Opens to them their curſed 
damning Sin,and wretched ſtate by reaſon of fin, 
that their hearts might be pricked and wounded. 
Sothe Jaylour was this way prepared for Chriſt. 
Aft; 16: 36. Hewas made to ſee his dolefal ſtate. 
Thus thel.aw isSchool-Maſter to bring toChrift. 
Gal 3. 24. To beat and wound the ſinner that 
he may ſee his need of a healing Jeſus: Thus the 
Spirit is promiſed to convince the World of fin; . 
Righteouſneſs, and Judgment. Fob. 16. 3. _ 
© 
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ſo did God deal with the unconyerted under the 
Goſpel.. 1 Cor. 14- 25- EF$.ch 5 | 

Secondly, Another requiſit to the jen | 
ting this title to Chriſt 1s this, that ther, F- | 
knowledge of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; bis ſutable. 
neſs- and (ufficiency to ſave, his grace, and real 
willingneſs to heal,and cure all that cometo him, 
Heb. 1 1.6. hence, Eternal Life is ſaid to lie in the 
knowledge of Chriſt, 7oh. 17. 3. that is, in the 
knowledge of his ſufficiencie, and willingneſs to 
fave: therefore when Paul came to obtain Chriſt - 
inorder toit, ſays he : It pleaſed God to reveal bis 
Soninme,Gal.1.15,16. True faith carries know. 
ledge with it: Faith is not hoodwinkt and 
blind, but hath his diſcerning: By faich we 
come to underſtand: hence the Goſpel is to 
be preached to every Creature ; what is the 
Goſpel but the opening of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
ſafficiencie, and willingneſs to ſave ſinners; 
while perſons, lie in aſtate of ignorance, they 
cannot come to have a true title to Jefus 
Chriſt. 

Thirdly, *Tis neceſſary that the Soul ſee the 
worth and excellency of Chriſt to ſarisfie : That. _ 
were there no Heaven at the end; yet Chriſt 
himſelf were Heaven enough : So Paul faw an 
excellencie in Chriſt, Phl.3. 8. And the Apo-' 
files alſo, Fob. 1. 14. The Soul that comes to, . 
Chriſt, muſt ſee him to be the chiefelt of ten + 
thouſand ; the onely deſirable one, none in Hea- 
ven but Chriſt,and none in Earth in compariſon 
of him; Pſ. 73-25, Hethat only eyes Salvation - 
in comming to Chrilt,takes him upon neceſlity, 
not upon choice. ; 4 
Fourthly, Another requiſite to this comming . 

: to 
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to Chriſt is that the Soul be hrought to a real 
and aftual willigneſs topart with all for him ; 
yea, to.A throwing all over hoard-to. take him 
in, Phil. 3.8. For whom 1 avs ſuffered the- loſs of 
all things, and do count them dung to win Chrifi. \t 
was no {mall ſum theſe Converts d with be- 
fore they could cloſe with Chriſt, A&s- 1p. x9. 
They brought their Books, and burned them, and 
counted the price, and found it fifty thouſand pieces 
of S:lver ; which amounts in.our money! toone 
thouſand, five hundred, ſixty and two pounds, 
and ten ſhillings : hence”cis laid,” That he that 
will be ſaved muſt plock out bis right Eye, and 
cut off his right. Hand. Meth: 5. 29, z39- And the 
wart of which made the Young man 80 away 
from Chriſt ſorrowful. F, 
Fifrhly,, In order to a cloſing with Chriſt | 'tis 
neceſſary. that the Soul ſee.an utter pouerty,and 
inability in himſelfeyer to.come to. Chriſt with- 
out Chriſt : Drew me, and we will run after ther, 
Cant. 1. 4- No. men cometh to me (/ays; Chri 
except the Father, which ſent me, draw him, Foh- 6- 
44. They muſt ſee themſelves poor, that came 
for ſatisfaftion in Chriſt, ſz. 41. 1-3. Thou 
muſt deny thy own Abilities, .and Rigteouſneſs, 
and ſee thy ſelf utterly, unable, ſo much: as-to 
look to Chriſt, .till be give anEye,. Avarb. 11 5- 
Laſtly,The goul muſt be:brought toccloſe with 
all the terms of the Goſpel propos'dtorhim;.and 
made heartily willing to take Chriſt on his own 
conditions, Math. 16. 14- Aperſon is neverfit for 
Chriſt rijl.be.can give him-a:blaak, and bid: him + 
write his own terms, anfeignedly ſaying, ' Lord 
command.me any thing; Iſtick at. no propoſals, 
ſo 1 may be thine, -he that would fain beat down 
| : | = 
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the bergaia ſhall never have Chriſt, Ts 
now to ſuch. a reception of Chriſt, "cis" 


that things be, plainly omg *and : 


demands of Chriſt be known, X 
Luk. 14- 28,  Sothat there may be a known and 


hearty conſent to Chriſt, and a full compliance 


with all his conditions, 

4. What. are the certain fruits, and effetts of thy 
Souls obtaining Chriſt ? 

Avf. Firſt, That'Soul that hath an intereſt in 


Chriſt is anew Creature, 2 Cor, 5. 17. ef 


be{in Chriſt rndpgary 2h, old things are 
away, all things are becomes new. As the x 
Chriſt when he was crucifi*d, was laid in a os 


Tomb ,; fo when he is receiyed he miſt be lodg-. 


edin a new heart: In redemption work all things + 


are new : there's a new Covenatiit, Heb.8,$.A new 


Mediatour;the firſtCovenanthad none, Heb.s. 1 5. | 


Souls are now brought. into anew ſtate, ofnewand 
glorious Priviledges: They were dead .but now 
are made alive, Epb.2.1. There's a new Law alſo, 

theLaw of the Golpel, called theLaw of the Spirir 
of life, Rom. 8.2. Therefore ?tis neceſlarje that the 
Soul be renewed alſo; this is promis'd under the 
Goſpel, ſa.65. 17. Behold | create new Heavens,. 


and a newEarth wherein dwellethRighteouſneſs, _ 


ſo 2 Per.3.1 3. there will be a wotiderful change 
wrought in that Perſon above what fleſh ay 
bleod can do, an inward change a new heart 
a new Spirit, Ezek. 36. 26. new deſires,” Pſ.6 77 
Before the Soul did long after'the world, plea- 
; _ mp - but rabory; cr bred fo the 
U ﬆ to thy 8 udgments 5 48 alt Tomes, Fj. 119. 
20. If 42. 1,2. New aftectionsto God, Pſ-1 16.1. 


new love to Chriſt, 1 Cor. 16,22. new love to the 
Law 


: 


Atl 


Law of God, Pſ.1 19.97, 127-new love to the peo- 
ple of God, 1Fob. 3-14.newloye to the and 
lory ofGod, Pſ.26.12-Pſg-145, 15-new 7 

ir the Crofs of Chrift, and reproach 
name, Gal. 2. 14. Heb- 11, 26. pon new ar Ns 
loath ſin-and cleave to God and Holi p 
7. 19, At, 41, 33; 8 dew COMING, 
2Tim-1.3- and they havea new 
6. 4. Eph, 2. 19, Phil. 1. 27, 
newnelſs of the Spirit, Row. 6. .. 
pry 2 api works to oo ph.2 

ort of 

its Tn 0s oe ROI come to Chrilt is 4 new 
Creature, eo degonteery ic nyo ps in 
him,that hath Pn epiek defres, al inn 
will,conſci ever he had, cannot prove 
his intereſt in/Chriſt. 

Secondly,That Soul that hath received Chriſt 


hath received the Spirit of Chriſt, Rom.$.0. If a- 
ang Spirit of Chriſfhe is none. of his, 


1D. 27. 


1 Cor. 12.1 3. . for by one Spirit we are all baptiz” Fy- | 


20 one Body.None can receive the Son, but he muſt 
have the Spirit too z for Chriſt is not divided - 
He that hathChriſt,hath theFather and theSpirit, 
for theſe three are one. Now a Soul that harh the 
Spirit of Chriſt may know itby tlic effeCts of it - 
The Spirit of Chriſt isa quickening Spirit, It be- 
gets a principle of Life: The Soul that, was 
dead to God, and holinefs; now hath anew life, 
a hears to move after God: it works from other 
motives, even from love to God; Doſt th a figd 
thy heartalways dead to Fer aft, of Grace ? 
No heart to prayyhear,oc. ail is this habitual ? 
O then here's no fruit of Chciſts Spirit. 

The Spirit of Chriſt is a ſia-oppoling | pirit, al- 
ways 
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ways quarrelling with Luſt j ways convia 
troubling, hamblidg tHe Soul Zor- fihy/Gal. 5. 15, - 
Ti.2:11,12.1t gives on reve poſſeſſion to ip, 
but always o_ itasfiredoth water + Where 
the Spirit of Chriſt is, *cs'# leading guiding Spi- 
rit, Rom, 8. 14. Chriſtians.what is it leads you? 
Is it your own'Spirits ?' if yoa hive' received the 
Spirit of God, you may know it bythoſeSctipture 
waſp it cakes to put you upon duty: ſack a'one 
is co vinced by by bard end ns and 
help'4'by the word ro#his mdtivortierd 
 Apain, The Spitit bf Chriſt iv'# prayin 
A'Soul that ivin Chriſt tannot live without 
er;though no'tye fee it, and tlog00d come by ir, 
yet he cannot omit ſecret-prayer,'' Buck: 12. 16, 
Rim. 8.15. "Tis not enlargement of affeftions, 
parts,abilities,and expreſſions in prayer'y but the 
inditings of the Spicit; inward' hi 5 ighs 
and groans of the Spirit : A man'may pray likes 
Saint,oranAngel,and yet not have #jot of . 
rit of prayer - butitis the enconragemient oft 
Spirit to wreſtle withGod byChtriſt 3 the inward 
ſiggeſtions of hope, when aSoul can gotoGodas 
toa Father, when the very heart poes out to God 
in prayer, and when prayer is wingd with Faith 
and Love: Theſe are the effects of a Spirit of 
prayer,and the fruit of aSouls reception o ; 
Thirdly, They thar have obtain'dan intereſt in 
Chriſt,have crucified the fleſh with the luſts there 
of,Gal.5.24.They,and only they that are inChriſt 
have crucified the fleſh;ehat is,the body of death, 
original ſin : The general Nature of ſin 3 the agii 
verſal extents of fin;come under the workings of 
this Crucifixtion : O try Sonls; hath the Axe 
been eyer laid to the root of fin ? Haye _ mm 
oun 
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CM Roms. Ry Our old man ts cracified with 
Jaicg Gor luſtsinco the ſide, 
woke f Chr ;Alevellingttic Ax tothe =_ 

rp of fin ſtrange work to the crucifying 
it. Trie thew'are your SeripelonsPride;Paloms, 
Earthlineſs as ſtrong as ever ? deceive not your 
ſelves, this will never affurs your intereſt in Chriſt 
till fin be deſtroyed : ?cis frye, when the wound is 
given,fin; noc immediately die,but the bodie 
ofſin-is. dying; god. the ny rg his 
$ $ every 5'as 2 
man Th Ibſerh his ner nit more: and 
more z -ſ0x'S zul thar Ergciſfies Luſt, finds it to 

| weakenday byday-, -.. 

L Fourthly, A.nothereffe& of a Souls uojon with 
Chriſt is this : Therewill be ſome reſertiblance of 


; Chriſt. 1 I 4. 17, As be ts fo are wr in this 
Worlds 
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that was in Chriſt Feſws- Phil. 2. $.& ril *s mind 
_ off from, a0d above the Wordr Wer 200 
ies'as great an evidence of intereſt in Chriſt as 
in any thing, that Squl is dead to, and'wonderful- 
ly looſe from ihe World. G4: 6, 1. , Chriſt” 


to do ſomething for God: Chriſt*s ml, 
venly,to do bis work, and haſten hame;and 
are Chrifs this will be your mind to 
your work, and haſten home. Chriſt, Was Il! 
mercy, humility, meekneſs : If yoii are 1nterel 
in Chriſt, ſo it will bewith you. ..- 
Laſtly, They that are- intereſted in Chrift, do interef 
Chriſt in themſelves, and in all-that is theirs, 2 © & 
They firſt gave themſelueto the Lord : Such do deyote,: 
make over themſelves, and all to Chrit, and glad they- have 
any intereſt, parts, capacifies, that Chriſt will accept of ; 
they cannot keep back a part z/ no, were it a tom ogy 
dearer, Chriſt ſhall have all,Cay. 6.3. 1am my Beloveds, R 
my Beloved is mine: The keeping back of part Joſt 4nanar, 
and Saphira;they were undone,and damned for ever, 45... 
Tf Chriſt be yours ; you will entitle him to all you arc 2 
have. And thus arewe coine to a Concluſion this matter: 
That Soult hat can come to ſeal to thoſe things, 1s 2 Pp 
ou] : O bleſſed Soul indeed ! Then mavſt thou boldly Tay, 
1 he Lord is my helper 3 God, Chriſt, the Spirit, the Pro- 
* miſes.the Kingdom,and glory is mine. Thus much for the - 
of Examination. C HAP. 
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Grace: of (God, for giving ſuch a Triafixe:and! 
Treaſury: as Thrik, —_— -upi 


Prailcoiand- 


this pm d ble 

Firſt, Cars erect 
Q! Chriſtians, -look; back. — om 
were, s: 26; Its Remembring F [ en-#1mes paſty; 
you ney Gent in the F -» is (The warſt:of en; 
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your blood. a3 tn 


, 16. 
doe 


fron the greateſd Evils, nor towobe 
liners ow: ofthem ; rnd Eo, nr pc or 
a fearful looking of a fiery Wrath nd 
© which ſhall devour the: Adverſary, Heb. 10. 27. 
This was once your. ftateBelievers,:you-were fiub- 
ble; ready for: everlaſting Burvings, .Fucl for-that 
Fire that-can never be-quenched, and Food for the 
Worm that never dyeth; O! fac cafe Indeod;” and* 
was not freedoin and deliverance fromfucha ſtate, 
a-Mercy worth your t Thanks? Had: you bur: 
lovke into the place-of- Torment, and: dipe your' 
r into- that lake of Fire. and Brimftone, you” 
—_ have wonder'd at Redemption-mercy, and: 
ehwl that Grace of God-that: pluckt you our: of 
it: and is not-your acknow of preventing 
Grace, as due now as it w have been to an 
aGhuaf deliverance-onr-of theſe Miſeries 2-- 
 Stcondly, Conlider' what you ate.by Grace, if 
yoy are related to Chriſt, you are i brands pluckt 


outof the Fire, Zach. 3. 2. "Bond-ſlaves —_ 
> m 
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from the Pit, Z6b.'g. It." Wretches 
fav'd from Wrath tocome, 1 Thef. t. 10, Th 
ted from Darkneſs to Light, an#from the 
of Saran into the Kindgdotti of God, 4s; 26 all 
Col. 1. 13, Made Sons and Daught eee co Fl 

e&d-to his Kingdom and Ghi Fg a, 
4.8; Crown'd atid' kneel git Re 
Preſenceand molt phvveny $a 

19; Te "arid wg Pak 2. 
isa 


—r Grace for you, I Per.'$; 7 
© plotioiis State? FS , how you 
the Hearr of God, as a Sal/and Signe l 
amn,'$. og mg his. Jewels 5ecothe- 
«> his pettiliat Frea(i rg. 5; Mat. 7. 
Partakers fe ii of ll 
Color. 12. in hea & in Ch 


firs; made Veſſels, he er ir  BI'S with Mei 
&, "devoted to * fre), Rom, 9., 23, And Helts' of 
Glory, Jam. 2. wonderful, wohderfut Gratez- 
this ivr Yrs of Pt NC kieelniey, als ER 
woull fail to oy over your Coy. w 
through your Treafury, *tis Work for an- 

to do: 0 bdlieve'what ey: Aonpiren 

what You cannot know, and 


underftand notof yout ES: ZE 


ly, and poſitively confi 

in! ber a ice Nor par eur ac, then ok 

on thoſe beneath. 

ſcale' with the * Woults 1 MILLS, rate pol te 7 yol 
demprion-intereſt with ts lot'of 


—_— wah you thitik on Wi 
Acquaintance, Friends, clations, that 
have enjoyed theſarne Goſput-Priviledges with'you;, 
arid yet theſe are tt to: their Blitdhets, tor periſh 


in the Error of their ways, and muſt down into 
d 2 the 
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ay deep for ever, but.you are execs, and, lifted 
to Glory, O! What cauſe is here for Praiſes 

b Thanſgivings, and Hallejuahs to him 

that ſits upon the, Throne, and to the. Lamb for 

evermore. 

Thirdly, Confider the greatneſs of that Grace 
wh hath made- you to 0g. z Ah! Believers, 
» emption-graee law nothing more in you than 

, Demas, and thoſe that periſh; z you were 
” the ſame waht cut out of the ſame piece, there 
was not a Jot of Difference between you and the 
damned, but only the good pleaſure of Grace, 0n- 
ty divine Mercy laid it's hand upon you: O that. 
aſtoniſhing word, becauſe it pleaſed bim to makg 
Eel eople, 1, Sam, 12. 22, It was only the free 
"that choſe Facob, and left Eſau, Bom, 

| Mz. It wasnot for your fakes Chriſtians, that tha 
# was caſt ſo well for you; No, Be it known to 
you O bouſe of Iſracl, be jet and confounded for 

ever -jn your own Eyes, Ezek. 36. 32. The mo 

Cauſe, the Wheel within the Wheel, that oy 
you alopted, and others rejected, - was only the. 
good Pleaſure of his Will, E b I. 5.7. It was from 
em God ſo loved the IWor d, out of this Womb 
all your Mercies, it was Height of Grace, 
Length, Breadth, Depth, Love paſſing Knowledge, 

th . 8. 19. Q ye heirs of Glory, be affected, 
FN pee with the ſenſe of this rich grace 
of God towards you, in giving Chriſt not only for . 
you, -but to you, and revealing him in you, and 
uniting him to you by the Spirit, from the ſame 
Maſs of fallen-man, to fingJe out {ome for pardon, 
and leave others Gs Punithment; © wonderful! 


The Senſe of this made the Apaltſc break hy: mn 
uc 
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ſuch a holy Extafie, Rom. 11. 33.0 the 
the Riches both of the Wi -— werwoarmng;s Dy 
O the depth! F note of Exclamation, und 
cing wonder. Q confider- this 0 God 
your Souls, *tis free Love without any Influences 
from the Creature,full Love without Circamference 


or Bounds, eternal Love without jw 
without end. Fruitful Love, ing. 
rich Gifts and Procurements of it, Othe k-th 


Tokens God ſends to you now, - and Q the large 
fore he lays up for ever for you: *tis iy ympathyzing 
Love, full of Bowels, delighting Love, full of plea- 
ſure in you, tis reſting Covritle will reſt' ovet 
them in his Love "is mtr Love without 
Changes, giving Love, forgiving Love, caring 
Love, ſecuring Love, returning Love, over 
Love. O! where ſhall I make an end ?* How'tan 
you come to the bottom of this Deep, wade a little 
farther, till you have loſt yoar ſelves in holy:won- 
der : Can you ſee your brave houles, fine ' 
comfortable Relations, and have ſuch high Regards, 
for theſe, and no more for this Grace of God : Oo 
wonder more at this Love. 
Fourthly, Conſider how this is the great 
of God in this grace, that you ſhould be to his praiſe 
Eph. 1. 12. That is the end which God aimed ar 
in ONACILY you to Glory, that you might be 
tothe Praiſe of: his grace, that his Grace might 
procure the Manifcſtation of his Praiſe 3 *tis nottor 
an Enlargement of bis Revenue, ' or Advancement 
of his Profic 3 for. man cannot be profitable to God, 
Fob 22, 22, or for any addition to his Honour be- 
ing above all Praiſe, but that he might receive the 
Tribute of his-own Glory, and the teturns of his 
Dd 3 Out- 
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outgoing Goodneſs ; Now it this be the very end 
why God. ſets his lave upon you Chriltians, then 
you have xealon to glorihe his Grace, leſt you ene 
deavgur to overtuxri the whole Projects of Salvatir 
on-kindneſs. þ | - ' 
ifthly, Think how delightful Praiſe is to God, 
P/al. 6g. 31. Thi alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord better than 
an One or a Bulloch, that hath Horns and Hoofs, That 
is, an Adult, and full grown Beaft, which is more 
fit for Sacrifice z as\Rabhi D. Kimohy notes, a Beaſt 
was not fit for Sacrifice under two years old ſo 
that, Pxaiſc is preferred here above all Sacritce, as 
that which God takes.mot} delight-in of any thing, 
becauſe this doth moſt honour lum to. acknowledge 
him the Author of all Mercy, and God of all Grace, 
P/zl. 50. 23, Wheſa offereth Praiſe, glorificth me, 
That is, He doth in a {mgular manner ſhew forth 
mine Honour, and this is pleafing to him. 
Sixthly, This brings Protit to your own Souls, 
P/al. 50. 23. For "tis the mcans and way to obtain 
the Salvation of God Pont viam aut preparat viam, 
(faith one) it opens the way for Salvation to ga 
out to that Sou) z this duty of Praiſe will bring you 
Gain, becguſe it engageth God to give out more 
Mercy, and it leaves Influences of {piritual Good 
pn your own Souls, it puts the heart into a good. 
Frame to love God, and delight nr him, and leaves 
more obligedneſs on the Soul to fear and {cerve God: 
{o David atter that Pſalm of Praiſe to God,2 Sam.7. 
was wonderiully influenced to duty:to Go, as'you 
11ay fee, chap. $.. 11. and had his Spirit abundant- 
ly (weetned to men, chap. 9. 1. F 
Tavly, Conſider at, how pleafant- this duty: 
of Pratic is to the Soul it (elf, it is wonderfully dee 
lightful 
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lightful, and abundantly affe@s, and tavidhes' this 
Hcatt, to have the ſenſe of divine-Mercyln it, 
147. 1. Piaiſe ye the Lord, for it is [- 
Praiſe is commely, O Believers! let whe 
ſwade you then to-the ligheſi nei 
on-grace,- arid to the utmoſt- 

this rich Jeſus, | who hath bleſſed you with: all fpi- 
ritual Bleihings, Eph. 1. 3. | - ond 


2 - ; wy þ 
. Secondly, You that have an Intereſt in this glo+ 
rious Redecmer, labour to keep up 4 high valaoatis 
on of him in your Hearts ; if: he be'fo rich as the 


cſeemed, the the 
chiefelt Seat —_— 


from him, ten thouſand times brighter than the 
Beams of the Sun, which in theis own nature chal- 
lenge the higheſt Adoration of mien and 


eſpecially of ſaved Souls, to whom he is 
deared and moſt nearly related. As the 


fo 


excells the meaneſt and moſt uſeleſs i 
ty moredoth the Lord Jeſus over top all the: 


3 


ry of the world as Mediator, Cane. 2. 3. He, 
chictelt Ag_m—_y 5.10, He is 


ei 


4 
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all things, Co.'s. 17. Both in'dignity:and fime;he 
a&edes all Creatures, he 'is the: Fountain of: all 


* 


y 
-."$eebndly, The high honour the Father puts 

im; He is his Well beloved, Mand,:2. =y 

jet of his Delight, the Exaltation of his 
right-hand, who: hath put all things under his 
Feet, Heb. 2. 8, Set over the works of his hands, 
—_— _ _ ogagriy = 79. Wor- 
fhipped by all the y the Fathers Appoint- 
ment, and ſet downige tha right hand of the Maje, 
ſty onthigh, Heb. 1.3. 6. entruſted with: all the 
Corcerns and Intereſts of God, in the World; 
rade- his i pleni-potentiary, to:compoſe all Diffe- 
xences betwixt himſelf and fall'n man : now, hath 
the Father ſuch a bigh Valuation of Chriſt ? then 
ſurely *tis an unworthy thing in you, to detract 
from his Honour, | 
3dly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt deſerves your high 
Eftimation, becauſe he is the Fountain of all thoſe . 
Streams that do'make glad your Souls, the Sun of 
all thoſe Beams, that warm your Hearts, the Authoe 
of'all choſe Mercies that do ſupply and delight you 3 
all-your Excellencies and'the things you moſtly 
value, are Derivations from his glory 3 things. are 
'ratable as they come from Chriti, he turns your 
Water into'Wine, {weetens your bitter Cups, and 
makcs them to overflow, all your graces ome from 
bis Fullne(s, -he. is. your Eriertd, your beſt Friend, 
your old Friend, ”your-none-ſuch in Heaven and 
Barth, Pſz/. 73. 25. The Pxocurer of all your Mer- 
Cics 
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cics, the ſweetnels of all' -the 
of all your-Glory, and doch* ke. deſexve 
Eſtimation ? If he hide his Face-all Lights 
is Fares: mocking ts condtalls go yan, ihe 
avour, to you, : 

lock/ up his Treaſtres, nothing -bM- Poverty: and 
waking covers/your Souls, every thing witHoathimn 
is nothing; 'and -with him, any! little ai Yn 

enough; Bread and Wateris rich cheer'with 
Diſgrace and Reproach' is: Honour with Chris; 
Poverty-is:Riches with Chriſt 5 O prizeCheiſt then; 
for he puts a worth upon n——_y _ Jo 


enjoy. 

Fourthly,' Conſider the creaderfub whus. els 
Lord Jcſus Chriſt puts upon:you, and. let:thisiper» 
{wade you 40.2 due valuation of him; Gato 2. 20; 
Ge ——_ 15. The 


Q' amating, w 

the Son of 'God ſhould brew wry yoo 

on loathſome Dung, ſwept out. of door by>divine 
Juſtice, caſt out into the open Field, pityful; toath- 
ſome, undone Creatures, that he ſhould: -accoint 
you (Believers) as the Apple bf his Eye, who have 
been as Thorns in his fide, that he ſhould account 
you as a Scal on his Heart, who have been: ſpears 
to pierce through his Bowels, that he ſhould value 
you as the travel/ of his Soul, the: Jewels 'of his 
Crown, | the Inhabitants. of. his glorious Preſence 
toall Eremity, that he ſhould/hccount {ach-ſpotcy: 
Worms as you wotthy of hiis/Love, GENS 
his Mediation, deſcrvinghis Baſom, -þ 

and his Throne: O what:fitange aſtonilhirig 
is this!-and will you prefer; Creaturts, atid place 


n—— in-your Bolom,and kt Chriſt lye out of: 


door 


The Beſt Treaſure, Or 


Ant Ceſar, aut nullus. 

Secondly, Prize Chriſt in all in all Perſons | 
and things, tnake him the Standard to meaſure the 
worth of all created Beings by 3 Reckon things as 
they carry Chriſt in them : when Satan or Corrup- 
tion tempt you to a high eſtcem of any, Ask them; 
as Chriſt did, whoſe Superſcription and Image they 
bear ? Mattb. 22, 20, As the Talent-,of 'the Tem- 
ple was of greateſt value, fo tetthy Account 'be of 


thoſe 't that es ne - Ramp upon 

ar. ptr oe bare Diu 
on not ure not 

Chriſti, form hs hr. ry + 


Thirdly, Prize Privo Chriſte alt rims 7 not only by 
fits and'ftarts 3 not when he brings 'thee —_ 
an 
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and loads thee with his Favours en 6 od war 
when he hides his Face, and holds his Hand; when 
he ſeems to take no notice of thee: Let Chrift be 
thy Sun in the Day-time 3 lethim be thy Diamond 
in the Night, when all other Lights are gone, and 
ſhadows of Darkneſs are over thee ; let him” be al- 
waycs uppermoſt in thy Account 3 Think meanly 
of him at no time; let him lye between 
Breaſts, to ſatiate thee at all times, Cant. 1. 13. 


from Chriſt, Pſal, 62.5. My Soul waiteth only wp | 


guide you 3 Comfort to cheer you: Blood | 
enough to pardon you 3 Ri enough to 
juſtihe you: Grace enough © to ſanfifie you; | 


he calls his People to look to him, and be faved, _- 


to wait andlogk for him, 1/2.8.17. O Chriſtians! 
expec all you need from Chriſt : His ſufficiency to 
help you, and his willingnefs' to ſupply you, are 
Arguments enough for your Expe&tations : why 
ſhould you look to Creatures more than. to the 
Creator ? to the Clay, mare than to the Potter ? 
to broken Pits, more tothe Fountain? to 
the Phyſician, more than'unta God ?- Is there not 


a God in Iſrae! ? why then ave yout eyes, Ch 
ans, after empty S, arid that cannot 
profit you ? Have you n' Chrift to be your 


Rock 
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Rock, your Fountain, Life, Sufficiency,'and Fulneſs 
to fill all inallz and yet,-run to other things for 
your Relief, as if he were not able to: ſupply you? 
O Souls ! faſten your eyes on Chriſtz expe all 
you want from him, as the impotent man did on 
Foln-and Peter, Afis 3. 5, Look not ſo much on 
Creatures and Relations, Friends, Riches, and 
Wiſdom, &c. left you be aſhamed 3 but wait for 
the Viſion, for it will ſpeak, Hab. 2.3. Expet all 
you need from Chriſt, for the maker ar of the 
poor ſhall not periſh, '- 


"=> - Wo | 
Fourthly, Be contented with Chriſt alone; what- 
ever is wanting 3 and truly, *tis ſtrange indeed, that 
an infinite Portion eannot fſatishe a finite Being, 
and a whole Ocean fill a little Veſſel ; Believer, 
Thou haſt the perfon ef Chijſi,who is the wondex 
of Angels, the Satisfafion, and the Heaven of 
glorified Saints, the defire of all Nations, the long 

ed-for Foy of all that truly know. and-taft him; 
will not this content you?' Pal could leave all the 
World to go after Chriſt, and art-not thou ſatis 
fyed with Chriſt, without the World? This (faith 
Agnes the Roman Martyr) Even 4his_ is be; I now 
confeſs that 1 dou love, T will make baſte #9 meet him, 
The naked preſence of Chriſt hath heen a Heaven to 


able $oul, chat thou 
complain and'be diflatisfyed, whohafi an Interel} 
[" 0h : PEAS * V-arcr | *" n 


things, 'O wixea 
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in Chriſt, and ſo much of other” things-too/* 0 
Chriſtian ! It Ghrilt be thine, let it contentithee, 
for all is thine 3. his Heart is upon thee, and) will 
not-that content thee ? He loves thee more than 
all the World, he will not_leave thee, /and/: will 
not this pleaſe "thee? Heb. 13-5. He: will icare for 
thee, 1 Pet. 5. 7. Thou ſhalt want no good thing, 
he will make up the want of-ereatures with him- 
ſelf, he will. {weeten bitter cups 3 *tis but a little 
while, and. ho will take thee; to himfelE;: 
Wants, Sufferings, Shame, / Reproaches; 

and Sin ſhall trouble thee no. more : O then be i{a- 
tisfyed whale lingle Chrill, 1 iy, Heaven: he muſt _ be 
thy | alone wo Fo 5 ,o0. Houſe, Land; 
Husband, WE pet. Children, to make up thy 
Fultneſs and Orr ; on Vod will be. all in 
all, and is not this God in Ghult cnough-now ? 


5 Duty, 

Fifthly, Take up your Delights: in this ich and 
glorious Chil, he-is the Txeaſure, and his ſhould 
be the heat, alſo; Math. 6.21. There is) all; that 
in Chrift, which thy Heart can defixe, 'fixetch thy 
Longings to the utmoſt, and he is infmitely beyond 


them 3, and-if he deſerves.to; be the objeR of thy 


Deſires, then. of thy {gs for what is Delight 


but Deluxe. ja (Fruiti is.the,only adequate 
objod &y er orher are unſutable to a 
Giri car6,and-capagt Bleale © 
fading, and gaungt. "ork 

hecomng, denſame 3; yew Wn 
Gable, renee DOOR 

able;in UKEB, a 
Excellency. a Potrane Sips of : bis 


Sweetneſs,the impreſs M his Fingers 4 The precious 
\ -. Ord 
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Ordinances of Chriſt, are but the Galleries it 
which he walks, the Chariot in whith he rides, 
the Cabinet wherein his ——_ lye, the Cilterns 

which Waters of Life paſs to fave# ones 3 
and it theſe be (b pleaſant, O-what ther'is him- 
ſelf, and ſhould not Believers then delight them- 
ſelves in him. 

» Bur howſhall 1do-to get my Heartto this 
d T Chriſt? 1 find my Aﬀe@ions cold, and 
_ dead, that-T-<annot taſte that Sweetnefs 
iſt, nor take that Pleaſure in-the Almighty 
Y I would. 

Anſw. Firſt, withdraw your Hearts from all other 
Delights, this coarſe-doth the Lord fer Bra! to 
get up to a delight" ir himfaf, 6.30 1920G 
There is no greater Enemy to true eight in God 
than a perſons own carnal Pleaſure, and delight in 
things below God, Whoredam and new Wine take 
away the Heart, Hof, 4. 11. *Tis impoſſible a Soul 
can take pleaſure in Chriſt and Sin togerher, Mar. 
6. 24. For carnal Pleaſures withdraw the Aﬀecti- 
ons from God, Fob 21. ver. 12.to 15. 1 Fob. 2.15. 

Secondly, Reino till you have cleared up your 
Intereſt in Chriſt, and-can upon good $ ap- 
prchend him as your peculiar and chief 'Treafure 
better thar) all the World befides,and pans if 
to your own Souls, Cant. 2. 3. 5. Saonflsr From 
Spouſes Heart to fo much folace 
in the Lord Jeſus, even the Ee of his- tranſcen« 
dent Worth beyond all others, and her tifle to all 
thoſe Excellencics; tis ſeen Intercft in'Chrift that 
draws out the Heart after him, Cam. 7-10. Dodbts 
of Relation to Chriſt, and Fears of taying a claitm' 
to theſe precious Treaſures, damwps the Soul plea- 
ſure in Chritt, ' Thinds 


his Love-and: Glory, chac mate his Soul 
him, Pſal. 633 '1. 2: 

Fifthly, ef is retalants of wha 
Chriſt hath done for you, aid beftowed 
this ſo Hezekjabs Heart to God, Iſa. 
174 and DackP/Tipyt wil Thch nn Eaatp of 
Joy in Gogh, 2 Sam. 7, 19; 40. 'Pſal.B. 

Gor ay pe 7 


nels, 2 patron ees Paul 
Law «Go ie th ver many Roe þ 
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cauſt'he had his inder.parts changed ititpche I 
ob-it | what . Vleaſure will wicked tmen pr nc 
wicked Cauſe, fron the limilitude it hath. to their 
own Nature ? So. will: the:Soul - ib +Ghrift,| when 
once brought into a'futableneſs to him i ya 
; Laſtly, Be much in Communian.. with Chriſt, 
add this will-beget wonderful Joy-in him, P/ali 
XIP. 67.David's being much converſant in-God's 
t and frengthen'd his delight in-it.. So 
verſc, ” Tis: Intimacy+ breeds Delight, whereas 
XX lefſens all that Familiavicy __ Pleafure 
we might" take-in: Perſons, Pſal. 14.10, a6 
' intermeddles nat with bis Foy. Be not con- 
= to keep to-duty, but preſs a ex Communl3 
oniwith Chriſt A" 26) 
G +6 Duty. Mig 
| Siethly, Be not troubled » at your, Wants, Loſſes 
208 Sufferings, you undergoc. in this. World 3 Cons 
yet theſe. tourhings. 

Ent, You cariwarit no acoll. thing, the Gatt 
of Glory Rands hound for. your Supplies, Pſal.'34 
IO. They that ſeek the Lord ſhall want no good thing, 
Plal.,23. 1. The Lord 'is my Shepheard, I ſhall not 
w8ats i; It cannat be, that © choGubo are {o mucty 
igtereſted in the Heart, Care, Perſon,. and Treaſure 
of the Lord Chriti, can be deſtitute 31 what can.you 
want who are entitled-to all good things ?) 1: Cars 
3« 22,'23« Who-ate Hors of; the Promiſes, Pro- 
miſes that conceri the Life that-naw'is, and/'that? 
which is to come; 1''Tin. 4. $. You have a ſures. 
Title to-your Supplies, than they that-;have moſt 
of-the World in their hands +for Gad-hath laid up; 
in; the hands of Feſas Chrilt, a full AHfowance for. 
ſou, how ſhort ſoever he may. (eem to. keep pou 
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for a while: the Earth is your Lords, and the Fult- 
neſs thercof, and the Cattel on a thouſand Hills» 
Pſal. 50. 10. 12. Pſal. 24.1. Heaven, and"Earth 
and all things therein, are made over in the' ever- 
laſting Covenant for your uſe, A 
Secondly , You ſhall want or fluffer no more than 
infinite Wiſdom, and fatherly Love ſees beſt for 
you *tis impoſſible that divine Purpoſes ſhould” be 
fruſtrated towards ' you 3 he that will' work will 
work, and nothing ſhall ler, *tis rot Men nor 'De- 
vils, 'nor the greateft injury of time, can deprive 
you of your Fathers Allowance, and that is u 
infinite Wiſdom and good Pleaſlire. © The W 
and Wheels of Gods Providence over his' gle 
and for them, are full of Eyes within and without, 
to ſhew the wife Care and Providence of God 'over 
ly in the worſt of times, and hardeſt condition; 
theſe Wherls'are moving for your Good, Chri- 
ſtians, and God' fees in the darkeſt Providence, 
what is beſt for you ; alt his Dealiigs with his 
peopleare the Fruits, of everlaſting Love, Fer. 31.3. 
God doth in infinite Wiſdom manage alt your Com 
cerns 3 *tis not by Chance, 'or through any inad- 
vertency, any Croſſes or Loſſes befalt' you, but all 
is done in wiſe Counſel, © * © _ 
3dly, The leſs you have of Creatures, the more 


will God give you of himifaf, ifyoy be looking'to © - 


him;and by Faith live'upon him:God will admitof 
oo Vacuums towards his people, they ear want 16 
good thing 3 therefore i mmm bet re» * 
moy'd, Grace cornes in the room; "as they fay, 
Water will aſcend” to prevent'a Vacuum, and 
Grace will deſcend to prevent” __ in Be- 
lieversz God a "5 ——— 
c s: 
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forts : when Fob-was ſtript of all, he had more of 
' the viſionsof God, Fob 42. 5. Fobn had never more 

with Jeſus Chriſt, than when he. was in 
NT et] of Pane? ſtript of the Conflu- 
See of earthly Comforts Elyab never made a bet- 
ter Meal, than when he was driven into the Wil- 
derne(s, and the Angel was his Cook, 1 Kin. 19. $. 

Ah; Believers! you have never better Allowance of 
7 than- when you are cut ſhort in outw 
things, if you be faithful; therefore you owl 

et under all Straits and Neceflities in the world 
The day we liye in is tull of Tryals to many a 
cious Soul, the wants of many may be more. = 
many. think of, and *tis vow a time to, 
*more 'Maintai from the hand of 
from the Spirit of Grace, when-qutward thi 

ved 3 when Iſrael was, brought ioto t Is 
neſs where. was no. ſowing rar reaping, they 
had their Bread from Heaven, and *tis God's uſual 
to ſend Meat from his own Table, when the 
Tables of his Children are empty,” I mean, ; more 
ſpiritual . Communications from himſelf, if for 
murmur not, but patiently ayd quietly wait 
God's Salvation... 

Laſtly, Conh der, Believers, Tis not long: ou 
ſhall, be-in the way of Wants, or Sufferings; the 
time is haſtning that will ſet, you beyond the reach 
.of offending, Providences, noone: ſl ſhall olepdyon 
en you. get home to ov 0 Country 465 

the time is, w an 
couſume, nr. Thieves Th break thorough Mon 
Matth. 6, 20; And whenafflidtive ED 
not injure your-Treaſure, jf.the Lord be your. 
ſuxe, *ris.not lovg RR pen - 50 the lojuey 


| alt. 
hope for a. fax, better, Trealure 7 O! 
you-fcel ſome Dita wl Si 


of; lies Cort: 


—"- that R—_ Prank RR Grad 


Seaventhly 3 0, Botp Or calice- theſe un- 
ſearchable Ric gg Le td for this-end hath the 
Father, kr: c rich Txcafuges, to ſatishe 
you, here, and. 19:{g}ace you hereafter, *tis laid up 
win Chriſt for. you,; not. lockt up from you. Chsi- 
iians, the Lord Jeſus is a Fountain. ſcaled to, nog 
from you,, there's. no Bolt between. you and yous 
Treaſures, you may go eng fetch ſupply at all fumes 
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of 'need, Hebi 4. 16, Tt hath pleaſe the Father 
that in Chriſt ſhould all Fullneſs dwell, Col. r.' 19. 
For the uſe of Believers, thathe might ge ternal 
Life to all *that'come to him, and” be the head of 
the Body, the Fillneſs that fillethall in all, Eph. 7. 
23, This, is the work he hath undextaken to do, 
and invited alt his people to come to him; thatthey 
might have Life, and have it more abundantly; he 
bids them ask and ask again, chat their Joy might | 
be full, Fob. 16. 23, 24, 26, This is the Will'of 
God, that Belſevers ſhould cat thelr, own Bread 
with Quictnels.”'z Theſ. 3. 12. Anil! tnake iſe” of 
cannot | w 
own, Chrift ind I tle Falloefs is your inteletF: 


ou may brecfa) hom Welcome with men, and 
bis too often at. fe ow Conia doors but you 
catninot ask too often of free Grace," or take too 
much of Redemption-treafures,' if you be ſure to 
refer the Meafures and time to divine pl-aſure.” In 
all your need come to Chriſt for- whateyer you 
want, for the Life that now is,” and that whith' is 
ro come 3 this anfwers'the td of the everlaſting 
Covenant, and: the Fathers Placing this ſtore in 
Chriſt, and Chrift's undertaking the Care, Con- 
duc, and Salvation of all that come to him, and 
this wonderfully pleaſeth Chriſt, and advanceth his 
mediatory Glory : this alſo keeps up the credit and 
Reputation of the ways of God in the World, 
when Strangers ſee Believers rich fare, and What 
a Sufficiency is Jaid up in Chritt for them,” that 
Chriſt maintains his own poor, that they need not 
$0 a begging 3 this commends that State and Go- 
vernment, where care is taken to preyent wandring 
Beg- 


Jeſs if you come not_to Chriſt for all your Supplies, 
Theſe full Breaſts will be injured if y ws em 
not out, Promiſes are the Bags in which this Trea- 
ſure is carried out to, believers, which will wax old 
if you uſe them oot. Chriſt gets nothing (Chriſti- 
ans) by your Savingnelſs. this way, the more he 
lays out upon. you, the. more he lays up. for 
you. L : is 
8 Duty. bY 

Eighthly, Improve. your Intereſt in theſe yaſi 
Treaſures, to the a” of your own, Souls; 


e,there ſuch Riches in, Chriſt is this Jeſus 
ys iy then, i® ur to berich MT Thereare twp 
things which I ſhoulgl preſs you-to be rich in, 1. Jo 


Grace, 2. In good Walks, _. 
Firſt, Pal xave Intereſt. in theſe Treaſures 
of Chriſt, labour to be rich in Grace, be not con- 
tent with the Truth of Grace, with little Meaſures 
of Grace, but ſtrive to abound in Grace, 1 The. 3. 
12, For, 
_ - Fixſt, Grace is the beſt Treaſure, and moſt rati- 
onally deſirable for it's ſelf. All other created Beings 
are conditionally good, ſo far as God ſees them beſt 
for us, and fo far as they conduce to the great end 
of Gods Glory, and our Salvation z but Grace is 
abſolutely good, becauſe *tis part of the divine Na- 
ture and Image of God, 2 Pet. 1. 4+ Which divine 
Nature he tells ws, ver. 5. 6. Lies in Faith, Vertue, 
Knowledge, Tow e, Patience, 1 
and Charity. _ ?Tis abſolutely neceſſary to the glo- 
rifying of God, and- being glorified with God, 
Heb. 11. 6, Without Faith "tis impoſſible to pleaſe 
(God, and without Holineſs no man can | ſte God, 
| j E ec 3 Hel 
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«t . 
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Heb. 42. 14; Orace''is the belt Freafire, becauſe 
the moſt enduring Treafare, the mhoſtipotent Treg 
ſre, it can prochite'tribre than 411/ the World'can, 


Mark, 9.23. All things are poſſib]e'to him that belitveth, 
Indeed created grate catinot,” .by way of Metit'or 
Purchaſe, procure oy thing but by Way of Appro- 
tation! and MegKnels, it britigs thatwhich all the 
orld canhot:* Orace is Gods high way to Mercy 
and Peace, being under a Promiſe of Peace 3 Grace 
and Peace are, uſually 'twihs in gracious Souls, 
2 Pet. 1. 2. Grace can quiet yon: yundet- Tronbles, 
ſtrengthen you under Weaknefs, guide you under 
| Darkneſs, cheer you under Stfferings, enrich you 
nder Loſſes, and fill you under Wants; again, 
ace is the pureſt Treaſure, earthly Treaſures are 

as thoſe Cities Solomon'gave to Hiram, a mere Ca- 
bal and dirty things, Tefiling 'the Souls of thoſe 
that haye them,and uſe not them aright ; Grace'is 
the moſt pleaſant Treaſure, it doth not burthen 
"thoſe that have it, as earthly things do with-wa» 
ſting Cares and tormenting Fears, Futthier, 
Grace is the beft Treaſure, in that it will-go with 
the Soul into the other World; all the Riches of 
this World muſt be 'teft behind, Death puts the 
Owner and his Intereſt into a winding Sheet 3 'no 
man's Propricty to theſe out-lives hin:{clf, the 
Grave burics all his *Relation to theſe things, but 
' Grace never dies, true Holineſs goes with the Soul 


to. glory: 


Secondly, Labour to be rich in Grace, (becauſc 
if you have but little grace, you will hardly-prove 
the truth of grace, though the leaſt grace is grace, 
as a drop of Watcr is Water, yet a little-grace doth 
nat {o capacitate a Soul toee it, 2 Pet. 1. 9. He 
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that wants this thriving Grace, forgets that he was 
purged from his old Sins, he carnmot remember . or 
make out his ſaving or ; oiC his old 
fates little Grace is ever {ceptical, ſubje& to 
Doubtings, Matth. 14. 31, 0 tho: of little Faith, 
wherefore didft thou doubt. | 

Bp aa prey mu grace. will _— 
A t emptations, Duties, 

ferings of the day we live in; theſe are ſome of the 
laſt times we are fall'n upon, and the laſt times are 
—_—_— ——— $0 EDEN 

times, A Iniguity, Decay of 
Love, Matth. 24. 32. And therefore a little Grace 
will not carry a Soul through firong tans 3 
where Sin abounds, Grace muſtabound More, 

or elſe the Soul will looſe ground, Rom: 6: 1. 
What the Apoſtle ſpeaks there of grace in God, 'tis 
as.true of grace in Saints that muſt abound moxe 
than their Sin, or clſe Sin will be too hard for them ; 
Judgment muſt be brought forth to Victory, or 
elſe the bruiſed Reed will break, Matth. 12. 20. 
For this end the Apoſtle adviſcth the Epheſians, in 
his time, which. were leſs liable to ſuch Temptati- 
ons, they ſhould put on the whole Armor of God, 
and having done all, to ſtand, Epb. 6:13. 

Fourthly, Elfe you cannot anſwer the ends of 

- grace, and all the Coſt of God about you 3 the de- 
hgn of grace in all the means and helps to his peo- 
ple, is to further their growth in grace; and to 
make them abound to all well-pleafing before God, 
Iſa. 5. 2, 4. Jobs 15+ 2--Pſol.-92. 13, 14-T0 
-whom much is given of them miuch is , 


Luke 12. 48, 


” . 
: 


Ee 4 Fifth» 
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Fifthly, That fo you may be:more like to God, 
who is rich to all that call upon him, Rom. 10. 12, 
He is xich in Mercy, he hath abounded in the Riches 
of grace towards all his Peqple, Eph. 1. 7, 8. Chri- 
ſtians ſhould be'Epitomics of Chriſt, and Reſem- 
blers of his Exgellency, holding forth his Vertues 
in the World, 1 Pet. 2, 9. There can! be no great- 
er glory to a Child of God in this World, than to 
be Fike to Chriſt, who is the glory of the Father ; 


but. by being rich in Grace, you! will much mani- - 


feſt the Excellency of Chriſt in the World. 
Sixthly, By being zich in grace, you will become 
more ſerviceable to: God and: others in your Ge- 
neration, you will be able. to do more work for 
God than others. Grace is a Talent, and the more 
Talents you have, the more Incomes hath God 
from you, Matth. 25. 16, 17. Rich men have lar- 
ger Capacitics to hanour God 'in the World than 
others have, they can do more, and lay out more 
for God, and be -more ſerviccable for God than 
others; they can feed the Hungry, and cloath the 
"Naked;and take Qut-cafts into their houſes; they can 
do more toſupport the intereſtof God,than the poor, 
and have more Subſtance to honour God with 3 '{o 
Souls rich in grace,have larger Abilities to ſerve and 
- honoar God with: the more Grace the more accep+ 
tably canthey ſerve God, Heb.12. 28. The more ſpi- 
ritual Services ae the or acceptable to God by 
Chrif, r Pet.2.5.For ſuch the Father chuſeth to ſerve 
him, who ſerve him in; Spirit and Truth, Fob. 4. 
23. Pſal, 45. 12, And the Daughter of Tyre ſhall 
be there with a Gift, even the rich among tbe People 
ſhall entreat thy Favour Tyre was a tich place. as 
wcll as vitious, and yet, there would God hone a 
© cOy 


\ 
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People, which ſhould honour him with their gi 
and large expences for himand the rich&the Peo- 
ple,the greater will their gifts be; The rich,or ticheſt, 
for *tis the ſuperlative in 'the Hebrew, . Shall by; 
Gifts, and entreat thy Favour : noting, that t 
who are more ſpiritually rich, are more ſerviceable 
for, and potent with God through Chriſt : theſe 
can do more with God, as Noah, Daniel, and Fob 
were mentioned above others for their Potency 
with God, Ezek, 14. 14. And Moſes and Samuel, 
Fer, 15. 1. As men who had larger faith and grace, 
and ſo greater Intimacy with God than others, 
and ſuch as could do more, O' Chriſtians, labour 
after more grace, becauſe hereby you may become 
more ſerviceable for God and others, you may more 
prevail with God through Chriſt for Mercies for the 
| Nation, and can be more helpful for others to teach, 
counſel, and comfort them,' and have more Gold, 
Myrrhe and Frankincenſe in your Treaſures to of- 
fer to, and for Chriſt, 

Seaventhly, The more rich you are in grace, the 
more rich you will be in glory; the more ' grace 
you improve for God,' the more glory ſhall youte- 
ceive from God, Luke 19. 17. 19. This is the rule 
of the Lords Proceduge in the day of Judgment, 
he will render to every man according to his work, 
2 Cor. 5. 10. Though glorihed Souls receive not 
for their grace, yet they thall have according to the 
Meaſure of their graces, for grace widens the Veſ- 
ſels of Mercy for-glory. The more Liquor the Veſ- 
{cl hath, the it is3. (0 the more grace, the 
. larger is that and the more capable to take in 
glory, when ſhall be turd into glory. 
Queſt, But may ſay, How may we get more 
of this ſpiritual Treaſtere ? | Anſw, 
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Anfw. Firſt, Get your Hearts more eogaged to - 
it, Defires are the Souls Wings, that carry it over 
all difficulties, to it's beloved Object 3 this is-one 
Character the Apoſile gives of rich men,x Tim.' 6: 9. 
They: are ſuch as will be rich : They have an carne 
mind, an ardent Deſire to be rich, ?*tis a Will and 
Purpoſe grounded on; Counſel and Confidera- 
tion'z Chriſtians, this will much further your ob- 
taining theſe riches of grace, if you once get your 
Hearts reſolved for them. 

Secondly, Labour ' for a holy skill in. managing 
Chriſtianity to the greateſt Advantage ;this makes 
men thrive when' they have the Myltery of their 
Art, and are their Crafts Maſters, and underſtand 
the Rules of their Trade; unskillful/perſons are not 
like to thrive whatever their Employmcnt be, 
Prov. 4+ 7, 8. Prov. 3. 13. 14. Prov. 24. 3. 

Thirdly, Be diligent in the uſe of all your helps 
and advantages to Soul-profit, Prov. 10, 44 chap. 
13. 4. 2 Pet, 1. 5. Take all Opportunities of wait- 
ing at the Pools hide, Iſs. 55. 1. They that will be 
rich in the World, take all Opportunities of get- 
ting, and ply Markets and Fairs, and Seaſons of 
Advantage for their Intereſt, and fo do Souls that 
thrive in Spirituals, they axe much in waiting on 
God, they loſe no Seaſons that will bring them in 
ſome Soul-advantage,. Prov. 23. 23. R 

Fourthly, Be iill' getting in more and; mor 
grace from Chriſt, *tis Chrilt's Treaſures that en- 
rich& the Soul, he that will be,rich mukt buy try- 
ed gold of Chriſt, Rev.. 3. 1$, The graces of Chriſt 
are true gold, they will bear the Fize, and hold out, 
m greatelt Tryals: counterfeit grace will be. as xe- 
probate Silver -when it comes to-melting, it will 
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be as Hay and Stubble that periſh in the Fire; but _- 
erue grace -will hold in” time of Tryal,” 1 Pet, 
1. 7. In-this, Gold differs from all other Mettlsin 
that it loſeth nothing by the Fire, but comes forth 
the more pure; ſo is the pu Chriſt, *tisas. try- 
ed Gold, that doth not looſe, bur get in the Fire 
of Afiiion- and Temptation, Naturaliſts fay, 
that Gold is more warm in the night than in the 
day, fo true grace cheers the Heart more in the 
night of Tribulation, than in the day of Proſperity. 
O Chriſtians! if you will be rich, get in grace from 
Chriſt, every day, for that is the true Cornucopia, or 
the Souls plenty, Foh. 1. 16, Of his Fullneſ have we 
received Grace for Grace. Make ſome new Additions 
to your graces every day, 2 Pet. 1. 5. What the 
Heathen ſaid concerning Learning, Nrlls dies fine 
Lines, Let the Chriſtian ſay concerning Grace, 
Nulls dies fine Gratia, This would be a notable 
way to Soul-proſperity, to be getting from Chriſt 
{ome more grace in every Approach to him: as-arc ' 
your Receivings from Chriſt, ſo will your Thri- - 
vings bez put often the hand of Faith into Chrifts 
Treaſury, and graſp large Portions of Grace for thy 
Soul : Faith is the only receiving grace, fob. 1.12. 
To as many as received him, to them gave be Power 
to become the Sons of God, Fob. 7. 39. Therefore *tis 
called the Subſtance of things hoped for, Heb. 11. 1. 
Faith appropriates to the Believer, the Overtures 
and Promiſes of grace, and by a ſecret magnetick 
Vertue derives in from the Fullneſs of grace need- 
ed Supplies, Faith dips into the Fountain, and fills 
the Soul with what it needs. 

Fifthly, They that will be rich in grace, muſt 
be thrifty ſaving Souls, choice of their time, u_ 
carefu 


428 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 


caxeful that they do not waſt their graces, or looſe. 
the things that they have wrought, 2 Fob. ve. $, 
So pesfons that are thriving in the World, are ſa 
ving, of every thing, that nothing be waſte 3 the 
ſame Careis needful to ſpiritual Enrichings 3 Prodi- 
gality will ſoon conſume great Eſtates, he that is 
not ſaving will never be wealthy : Chriſtians, do 
not conſume your days as a Tale that is told, Pſal, 
90. 9, make the moſt of every hour, do your pro- 
per work every day a wiſe and faithful Improve- 
ment of time, would tend much to Soul-floyri 
ings, Eph. 5. 16, Spend no words in vain: put 
Time and Talents to the greateſt Adyantage : they 
got moſt for God and themſelves, who were moſt | 
in the Improvement of their Talents; hold faſt a 
{o the Truths you have received, Rev. 2. 25, That 
is, keep and retain the Do@rine, preſerve and 
maintain the practice of thoſe Truths you have re- 
cciyed. 

* Sixthly, Be much in begging grace, be always 
asking, ſome ſpiritual Bleſſing from God, as Caleb's 
Daughter Achſah, Judg. 1. 15: her Father had g 
ven 


*cis ſaid, he gave the upper and the nether.Spr 

ſobe not content with what you have, but 
craving for more grace; like Princes Fayourites who 
have. their Lords Ear, will be often begging, now 
this place,- then that Preferment ; ſo Believers be 
ſuing hard for Grace, ply the Throne of Grace dai 
ly, loole,no Opportunity wherein you gnay further 
your Ipiptrat toreeſt by Suppliction 3 this is Gods 
| <ppoined way to the obtaining of Mercy, Ezmk 
36, 37. Follow your Sittes till you gþtaip,, let your 
chictcli Requeſts be for Grace, and: be refilels till 
RO” HOY © oe: » a 


er one Bleſſing, and ſhe asks another, and 
Il : 


k 


if o 


The Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. 429 

you prevail, like = who would not let God 
_ til! he had bleſt him, Tſe. 62. 7, Give him no 
reſt, till he eſtabliſh and make Jeruſalem the Pride 
of the Earth, Never leave ave ben till che Lord 
Jeſus hath left off | giving that will noe be 
whilſt he'fits upon t « Throne, Eph. 4. 8. 

Laſily, Maintain conſlant, intimate, and FIG 
fal walks with God : Heis the moſt thriving Soul 
that kerps nearcfi to God 3' as that is the fruitful- 
leſt ground that is neareſt the warm Sun, 5.18.4. 
Det, 33-14. {o is it to keep near to : This 
was that which exalted Iſtael above afl Nations, 


they were a People near 'to God, Pſal. 1 48. 14. 
This made- Enoch ſo ſoon tipe for Heaven, He was — / 


one that walker with God, Ger. 5; 24. Chriſtians, 
*tis not- your fitting * under God's ſhadow, will 
make you thrive, till there 'be”a 'dew'-oni your 
Ft 7. Keep much ' in his pre- 
ſence, with Him is the F doin of Life, Ape 22 
Be alſo conflant'in thy walks with God, 'ndt 

lits and flaſkics, but drive a ſirady Trade Foe 

neſs : Let thy whole coutfe 'of Life, both im thy 


Civil and Religious Duties 'be as ons conſtant | 


Walk with God, Gen. 17.1: In-your Callings, 
Relation-Daties, in every ſlate, change, and'un- 
dertaking, keep cloſe to God 3 this is a notable 
way to fþfiritual proſperity, Dent. 5» ELON 2 hrs. 
17; from ve#ſc 3. to 7. 

Secondly, inprove your Intereſt in' Chriſt, 
towards © your -inriching in good Works; 
Labour es om towards *God, as well as 
a ls, e 12, 21, 1 Thyethy, 
6. 18, Confider, Cluiſtins. the more you 
out for God , the more are you' _ 


= 
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God, who giveth ws richly all good things, 1 Tim, 
6. 17-' And in being rich owak Dos. you will 
inxich your own Souls alſo ; for: he: that ſoweth 
bountifally, ſhall reap bountifully, 2 Gor... 6, 
Acts. of 'Mercy and Piety are: as good Sccd, that 
ſhall not miſcarry, but ſhall bring forth a fue 
crop in glory, Gal. 6. 8,9. 

- +.» - 9. Day. "X70 , 
_  Ninthly, Live, wp. to: your Treaſure, Walk as 
becomes ſo high a Dignity and Relation to ſo ri 
a Jeſus, 2 Theſ. 2.12, This is but xcaſonable, 1 
God--bhath changed your State, that,you ſh 
change your Lives 5) [f your Relatiop be new, then 
yaur Converſation ſhould be new alſo, bb. 5. $. 
*Tis an unſutable thing, if God hath inveſted you 
with new Priviledges, to retain youx, old Pract 
£8s.; You were Slaves, to, Sin and Satan, but the 
Son hath made you frees how anbecoming a-ſtate 
of Liberty are Bonds,and Fetters? Grace hath giv- 
en you Beauty, and,//is.it fit you d;lyc in 
Afkes, and wear your Sack-cloth fill ?; Chriſtians, 
you .are arrived;ta. your adult ſtate, and to.yous 
manly, years, and, will.you be like Ghildren, and 
Heigs' under age > This-is unſutable, How unbe- , 
conjjng is a carnal; Heart to a Spiritual State? 
Works of Darkneſs. to the Day-time ?..Roms. 13, 
12; t3., You were poor;,worth nothing, ſtrips of 
all, deſtitute, aflied, and naked; Redemption- 
Mercy hath inzsich'd you, and onge more intrult- 
ed-youy with a glorious. Treaſure. O, how unmeet 
is a low Spirit and ſordid Life now:!! To live 
begzatly Elements, to wear filthy Gagments,to It 
in the, duſt, and wallow in the mire; of your 


Corruptions, this is moſt unworthy alſo of the 
| Grace 
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Grace by which you are advanced. Hath che Loxd 
advanced you to Dignity apd Honour,” and will - 
you diſgrace the Throne of his Glory, and,walk 
unbecoming his Highneſs and Majeſty ? O Chuj- 
ſtians, you bring Diſhonquri'on that King of Glo- 
ry you axe related: to, to.live like the Subjects of 
Satan, and Inhabitants of” the, lowex Wold 3;you 
diſgrace his Family, into. which you are 
to be heterogeneous to it, in/your Spirit and arti 
ages : Ju diſparage the Tahle you are adaiitted 
to, and the Fare you live upon; to look {o ill-fa- 
vourcd and lean in your Souls, as if the:Lord Je- 
ſus, kept; a- bad Houle, - and; did not allow meat 
enough to his Children ; Q Chriſtians |: live as be- 
comes your Riches, and: glorious Gate wto which 
Free Grace hath put you. Now 'tis becomivg fuch - 
a change..in ,your condition 3/ O 1 
Fil, Not to keep your. old Company; | Per- 
ſons advanced to high Hopour,; uſually-caſt.off 
their former and obſcure Companions,-.aud con- 
verſe with, Perſons futable to theis Dignity; When 
David was advanced , from , the 'Sheeplgld::te a 
Crown, ;he leaves his fellow Shepherds, and cori- 
verſes with ; Nobles : 1o. ſhould you,,Qhnitians, 
have no, fellowſhip with the unfruitful-weaks,of 
Darkneſs, but rather xeprove them, Eph. 5444s Ye 
are now fellow Citizens, with the [Saithts;. ant of 
the. Houſhold of God, and your Lives Thould be 
like: thole, and your, intimate, - Convetles: with 
them, Þſal.119.63, Whatz, 3 Chriſtian; and yet 
help on.the ungodlyin.theix way, aud love them 
that hate the Lord ? tit with. vain Perfons,.and 
maintain Confederacy; with Rezin and Riemalicn's 
ſon ? ;[ſa.8.5., What a'Chriſtian, and lakfivage 
. y 
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ly on thy Brethren, and become an Alien to thy 
Father's Houſe ? O how unbecoming is this! 

Secondly, Not to wear your old clothes : when 
Elijah was mounting to a new condition of Ho- 
nour, he left his Mantle behind him, 2 Kin, 2. 13. 
When Foſhua was advanced to dignity, his 
filthy Garments were taken off. and he was clothed 
with change of Rayment, Zach. 3. 4, 5. ' O Chri- 
ſtians ! caſt off your filthy garments, your old fins, 
by Repentance, put off Pride, and be clothed with 
Humility, put off Guilt by Repentance, and put 
on Chriſt by Faith. 

Thirdly, Live not on your old fare : When the 
three Children were brought to Nebuchadnezzar”s 
Family, they were called to leave their old Pulſe 
and Water, and live on the King's Table, Dan. 
1.5. O Chriſtians! Are you taken from your 
Kindred and Father's Houſe, and t into 
the Family of Chriſt; leave then your old Garlick 
and Onions, your ftollen Waters and forbidden 
Fruit, and feed on the King's Table, cat and drink 
abundantly of his Proviſions, his fineſt Wheat, and 
Honey out of the Rock of Ages 3 feaft on his Mar- | 
row and fat things, the Bread of his Table, his. 

' Word and Ordinances, his hidden Marma 3 let it® 
be your meat and drink to do his Will. | 

Fourthly, Do not your old work, caſt off the 
works of Darkneſs, Rom. 13. 12. Leave wb 
old Trade of Sin, and ſerving your former Euſts 

4n your Ignorance, x Pet. I. 14. ch. 4.2. bit carry 
on a new Trade of Godlineſs, and Heavenly Con» 
verſation, Phil, 1. 27. jt 
- Fifthly, Leave your old Language; ſpeak no 
more the Language of Aſhdod, Neh. 13. 24. = = | 
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filthy Communication drop from your Lips, not 
vain Diſcourſes be found among you, . but:let your 
Communications be holy, 'Eph, 4. 29. Col.4. 6. 
Perſons of Honour ' uſually have” their Diſcourſes 
according to their Greatneſs ;' not fo light and fa> 
miliar, but more grave and ftately.: O Chriſtians ! 
labour you to/live ſo, that more-gravity and/(eri- 
ouſneſs appear in your Language and Carriage.” 
Laſtly, Drive on new Thoughts and Deligns: 
when Perſons are exalted from Obſcurity to Ho- 
nour, they will not take up ſuch old Thoughts 
and Projeas : So Chriſtians ſhould now have new 
Imaginations, 2 Cor. 10. 5. Grace {hould bring in- 
to captivity every Thought to the Obedience-of 
Chriſt. Vain thoughts muſt now lodge no more 
in you,, Fer. 4. 14- re 
10 Duty. < 
Tenthly, If there be ſach vaſt: Treaſures in 
Chriſt, then you that are the 'Friends of Chriſt 
commend him unto others ; fo did the Spouſe, 
Cant. 5. 10. &c. fo will the Bridegroom's Friends 
{peak for their Friend, Fob. 3. 29. compar'd with 
Pro. 9.3. Wiſdom ſhould be juſtified of her Chil 
dren, Matth. 11. 19, O Chriſtians! ({ctiforth the 
Praiſes of your Beloved, that others may be taken 
with him: Do all. you can to further the Match 
between the Lord Jeſus and Sinners : Be'advitng 
your Neighbours to forſake their evil wayes, and 
come to Chriſt that they may be ſaved :. Be calling 
upon, and (tirring up your Chriftleſs Friends, Re-” 
lations, Children and Servants, to be looking after 
Chriſt, that they may be delivercd from + the 
wrath to come, You ſhould be. publiſhing his 
Praiſes, and commend him to alt the World : O; 
F £ C 
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be ſpeaking of his Excellency, and the Glory of 

his Kingdom, Pſal. 145. 11. | 
11 Duty. 

- Eleventhly, You thatare intereſted in this Rich 
Chriſt, be exhorted, above all: Portions, to get 
Chriſt to be a Portion to your Children; you 
know what a Treaſure Chriſt is, you have found 
him inriching your Souls ; when you were as a 
Syrian, xeady to periſh, he came in, and took you 
up 3. he comforted you with the Wine of his Con- 
ſolation : O, that you would labour to provide 
this Treaſure for your Children ! *Tis firange to 
ſee Chriſtians heap up Duſt for their Children, 
and be ſo careleſs to get Chriſt for them: What 
if you leave them Houſes and Lands when you 
are gone, and leave them not Chriſt, what doleful 
Creatures will they be to all Eternity ? Time will 
conſume your Earthly Treaſures : ' your Children 
may out-live their Money and Lands that you may 
leave them : O, let your chicfeſt Proviſions be for 
their Souls, do what you can to get Chriſt for 
them : Some may be poor in the World, and 
have no Portions to leave them; O, how careful 
ſhould ſuch be to leave them a Treaſure inthe 
Promiſes, a Portion that will not be ſpent,  IEyon 
can ſay, as the Martyr , Mr. Saunders told his 
Wife, when he came to the Stake, he had no Por- 
tion to leave her, but a Portion in the Protniſes 3 
and ſurely, if you can leave your Childreran In- 
tereſt in Chrift, you leave them  the- belt Pore 
tion, b- 

But, you will ſay, How might we do tht ? 
Firſt, Labour to Intgreſt them in the Everlaſt- 
ing Covenant : Get ſound and ſaving a 
elves, 
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ſelves, and that will appropriate new Covenant- 
Mercies to your Seed, I will' be a God'to thee and 
to thy Seed, Gen. 17. 7. This is God's ufual wa 
to the Heirs of Promiſe. *Tis true, Gracious 
Perſons may have Camal Children ; but this is 
God's: way 3 Labour to have fincere Faith your 
ſelves, and then you will leave Covenant-Promi- 
ſs for your children. 

Secondly, Get a Treaſure for your Children 
that will not waſte, by your firong Cries to God 
for them : Improve the' Spirit of Grace and Sup- 

lication for them : Pour out firong cries' and 

cars. Few are like Auftin's Mother, who did 
daily pour out Tears for the Converſion 6f her 
Son :' *Tis impoſſible ( (aid Ambroſe to her ) that 4 
Son of fo many » dy be loft. May be you 

y toocoldly for O follow God Day and 
Night, for your Children ! O, skrew your Suppli- 
cations higher ! It may be you do not pray 6 
fervently, ſo belicvingly as you ſhould br your 
Children, | | 

Thirdly, Do all you -can to convince them of 
their undone condition withont Chriſt, Don't 
daub and flatter them with falſe Promiſes ; they 
ruſt be. born again, or elſe they cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God, Foh. 3. 3. b 

Fourthly, Infirut them in the knowledge of 
Chriſt : Be opening, and commending Chrift to 
them : ſhew-them the neceſſity of Faith, and what 
the Grace of Faith is ; Watch over their Lives 
be firict and ſevere in reproving their Sins,” that 
they may be ſound: in the Faith. | 

Lafily, Lead a hvbly Converfation before them, 
that 'by your Lives you may win them to Jelus 

Ff 2 Chaiſt 3 
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Chriſt; O your Pride, Paſſion, Carnallity, Vani» 


ty, may ſtumble them. Thus do all you can to get 
a Portion of upper Springs for your Children. 


2 12 Duty. 
Laſtly, you that have an Intereſt in theſe rich 
and glorious Treaſures of Chriſt, to be with 


Chriſt, for then you ſhall partake of all his Riches; 
Here you have buta little to carry youin the way,you 
have but in part, but when you come» home to him, 
then you ſhall have according to the meaſure he hath 
puxchaſed for you, you ſhall ſee and know, as you 
are ſeen and known, 1. Cor. 13. 9, 10, 12. In hea- 
ven, there you will have a Treaſure without Mca- 
ſare, there you will {ee all his Riches and. Glory, 
and be glorihed with his glory, then you will live 
at the full, you will live upon himſelf, and, God 
wall be all in all to your Souls; O Chriſtians! long 
then tobe with Chriſt, there's your Treaſure where 
your Lord js, your Inheritance is above with the 
Saints in. Light ; Chriſt is gone to Heaven, and 
there are all his Riches : O long then to be fit to 
£0 home, to be with Chriſt, that you may partake 
of all his glory. 
And thus have I now come to the further {ide 
»of this great deep, I mean to the Concluſion of 
this Subje&t; and O that what hath been opened 
of this glorious Chriſt, may not be in vain; you 
, have heard much of this Tree of Life, God knows 
what Fruit hath been gathered : a glorious Trea- 
{ure hath been preſented to your View, and offered 
to you. O ſee what Advantage you have gained, 
how dreadful will it be, for any that have heard 
{o much of this rich Chriſt,to be found poor at laſt? 
O it will be ſad for any to dye poor in a Loadicean 
State, 
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State, Poor, Blind, and naked, and to be caſt away, 
O Sinners conſider this, you that have been woo'd 
and invited to get this choice, tryed Gold, Chriſt 
hath pleaded with you, to win, your Hearts if poſ- 
(ble; .O take heed you dye not without an Intexc 
in Jeſus Chriſt, you will. hear all thoſe Truths 
brought over to you again at the Bar of Chriſt 
and/M the Counſels and Helps you have had to) 
draw your Hearts to Chriſt, will be then as burn- 
ing Fire in your Bones, and as boyling Lead in your 
Bowels, 'if you periſh without Chriſt; ore 
take heed, take heed, that this Chriſt 'not 
a'ſtumbling Stone, and a Rock of offence to your 
' Souls. And ſuch as are Believers, mind your Duty 
which hath been opened to you and O that 
theſe Truths might be | profitable to all. And the 
. Lord give a Blethng ro it, Amen, 
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FINIS. 


THE 
BEST TREASURE, 


Or, THE WAY to be 


Truly Rich. 


BEING 
A Diſcourſe on EPHES. 3.8. 


Wherein is opened and commended to Saints 
and Sinners the Perſonal and” Purchaſed 
Riches of Chriſt.as the beſt Treaſure, to be purſu'd, 


and enſur'd by all that would be happy here and 
hereafter, 


By Bartholomew Aſbwood, Late Miniſter of 
the Goſpel 3 Author of The Heavenly Trade. 


Riches and Hononr are with me. yea, durable Riches and 
Righteouſneſs, Prov. 8. 18. 

For ye know the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
though he was Rich, yet for your ſakes he became Poor 
that ye through his Poverty might be Rich. 2 Cor.$.9. 


—_—_ 


In Chriſto igitur fite ſunt omnes noſtre Divitie. 
In Chriſto ſita ſpes noſtre glorie. Daven. 
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TO THE 


READER 


JT" E Wiſdom and Grace of God 


in Chriſt Feſus, are frequent- 

ly in the Scripture expreſſed by 
ahe name of Riches and Treaſures. Theſe 
it is the duty of Believers in all Ages, 
diligently to ſearch after, to enquire in- 
zo and poſſeſs for themſelves. And it 
may be, more Diligence or with more 
Succeſs, as unto the dofirinal Revela« 
tion of them, bath not been uſed in this 
Enquiry in any Age, than in that 
wherein we live. But flill they conti= 
nue Unſearchable, though not abfe- 
lutely as unto their Truth, Reality and 
Subſtance, or ſuch a poſſeſſton of them as 
may enrich us unto a Meetneſs for the 
[nheritance of the Saints in Light ; but 
as 
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t hou canſt, Chriſt's Eſtate is above thy deſires, 
P ro. 3. 15- Owhatatreaſure then is Chriſt ! 
it fills every chink of the Believers defrres, 
with an overplns: Tis more than can be 
deſired. 

Fifthly, 'Tis a pleaſant Eſtate, Pſa. 16. 6. 
The lines are fallen to me in a pleaſant place, yea, 
I have a goodly herritacge, The Chaldee renders 
it in ſweetneſs, others delightful place: A 

reat Eftate if it be not well ſcituated, and 
ye not in a pleaſant place, is not half ſocon- 
tentful ; but Chriſts Eſtate is well ſcituated ; it 
hath all conſiderations and circumſtances that 
may make it deſirable. Canaan, that was a type 
of it, is calld the pleaſant Land, Fer. 3: 19» Tis 
in the Original, the land of deſires : So the Be- 
lievers portion that is prepared for him by 
Chriſt; 'tis a Land of deſires; an Inheritance of 
beauty and Glory : Chrifts Riches are very 
precious and pleaſant Riches, Pro. 24. 4+ And 
by knowledge ſhall the Chambers be filled with al 
precious and pleaſant Riches. ' Rare, as the wort 


imports ; delighting Riches: The whole pol- | 


ſeſſions of Chriſt are pleaſant, the way to it'is 
pleaſant, Pro. 3. 17. The borders of Chriſts in- 

tereſt 2rc made with pleaſant ſtones, Iſa. 54. 12. 

And al! thy borders of pleaſant ſtones. The firſt 
fruits of Chriſt's harveſt is: all pleafure and 

delighc, much more the lump ; the maintenance 

he allows his Children here in the way is delight 

. Ing, much more the Eſtate reſerved at the 
Journeys end. The Fruits that fall from this 
Treeof Life is ſweet to thoſe that fit under its 
ſhaddow, Carr. 2.3. how much more to = 
| | that 
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that climb, and crop the pleaſant fruits thereof. 
Their drink, is pleaſant, Plal. 36. 8. Thou ſhale 
make them drink of the Rivers of thy pleaſures. And 
a laſt he brings them to his Rigtnt Hand, where 
are pleaſures for eyermore, Pal. 16. 11. 
Sixthly, 1t is a peaccful ſtate, not liable to 
conteſts and controverſies, as mens Eſtates 
oft-times arc here - A man may have a great E- 
ſtate, but it may be a litigious Eſtate - It may 
occaſion many Law Suits about it - But it is not 
ſo in Chriſt's Eſtate - ”Tis a peaceful Eſtate ; 
no wars grow out of this Eſtate : Chriſts Coun 
trey is called. Salez:: The Land of peace, P/a. 
76. 2. And he 1s The King of Salem; The King of 
peace, Heb. 7. 1. His Kingdom is Righteouſneſs, 
and Peace, and Foy tn the boly Ghoſt, Rom. 14. 17. 
Heis their peace,Epb.2.14. in im they ſhall have 
peace, Foh. 16. 3 3. His very Doctrine are words 
of pcace, Epb. 2. 17. Hecame to guide our feer 
Into the way of peace, Like 1.79. He came aid 
Preached Peace :* O what a bictied Eſtate hath 
Chriſt ; what a lovely Lord is Chriſt: He be- 


. queaths peace to his peoplc : Peace I leave with 


you, my peace I give unto you, fob. 14. 27. 
They have peace with God who Eſpouſe this 
Chriſt, Rom. 5. 1, Peace with Saints and An- 
gels, Col. 1. 20. Peace with Conſcience too, 
Phil. 4-7. Heb. 10. 22 The Fruits of the Spiric 
Is Peace, Gal. 5.22. His Riches have no for- 
row annexed with them. 

7thly,lIt isa perpetualEſtate: An inherit ance that 


fadeth not away,reſervedinHeaven,1 Pet.1.4-Chriſts 


Riches are ducable Riches, aged Riches, ſtrong, 
ſolid, Richer: Opes denſe.that is multe & firme, 
Z } ſays 
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ſays Mercer, they are great,ſtable Riches, Pr, 
8.1 8.Riches and Honour are with me,yea durable Rich 
es and Righteouſneſs. His Gold is not liable tornft. 
*Tis ſaid of the Cedar,worms will not breed in it; 
ſure there's no worm in Chriſt*sTreaſure:O Souls, 
"tis a laſting Eſtate : That neither time nor 
changes can waſt nor weaken - All the Saints 
ſpending upon it to all Eternity, never detratts 
from it : Chriſts Treaſures are like the deep 
waters, or like the bottomleſs Ocean, that 
cannot be exhauſted; his treaſure will laſt as long 
as God,the Son], and Eternity laſts, which is for 
ever, forever, for ever. Some men have out. 
liv'd their Leaſes and their Eſtates,and have ſeen 
an end of their Houſes and Riches; but the 
Spouſe ofChriſt can never out-live her jointore,it 
laſts to a!l Eternity. 

Laſtly, Tis apoſleſt eſtate: Some may have 
great eſtates, bnt it is in reyerſion, they may 
look Fong for it, as ſome Heirs do all their days: 
But Chriſts Eſtate is all in his own hand, 'tis 
attually made over to him by the Father, and 

ſſeſſion given him when he fate down art the 
Right handof God, Heb. 1 3. He hath aCtnally 
obtained this Inheritance with the Fruits of ir, 
Heb. 1. 4. And is aftually-inveſted with this glo- 
ry, Heb. 2.7. This ſinners is the Eſtate of that 
Beloved that is tendered to you in the Goſpel 
for your choice; he is very wealthy, he hath a 
fair, free, ſure, ſutable, pleaſant, peaceful, 
perpetual poſleſſion ; an Eſtate you cannot ſpend 
or comprehend ; an Inheritance you cannot lok 
or out-!ive:rickes that will not cloy,nor clog yeuz 


a portion that cannot be out-vy?d or _— 
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Come view the Rentals of his Lands, the Inven- 
tory of his Goods, and ſee what a rich match 
Chriſt is, there's gone like him; where can you 
mend your penny-worths? all the world, no nor 
theHeaven ofHeavens can yield youſuch another 
bargain. Fob 28, wer. 13. &'c. Man knoweth 
not the price thereof — the cold and the Chryſtal 
cannot equal it, and the exchange of ® ſhall not be for 
Jewels of fine gold, &c. Then Jeſus Chriſt is 
worth a looking aſter if he be lo rich as the 
Scripture reports him to be, and I preſume 
you queſtion aot the truth of this teſtimony. © 
ſlight not this bargain which will make you hap- 
py toall Eternity;if wealth will pleaſe you, here's 
enough, what ſay you ? Have you any objection 
againſt his eſtate ? If nc2; what ſtick you at ? 
" Second:y, Doſt thou diſlize his perton ? 
Then it argues thou kgoweſt him not ;, for he 
Is alcogether Lovcly, the chieſelt ot ten thon. 
ſands ; The faireſt ot the Children of Men : 0 
come, behold the Lamb of God : Look upon his 
glorious Jehovah Chrilt : O ſee his Perſonal Ex- 
ceJency, and it will ailvre you, and invite you 
to come to him-nc is the brightneſs of his Fath:rs 
Glory, and the expreſs image of his Fathers Per- 
ſon, Heb. 1. 3. Sinners look wel} upon him, 
view him from tcp to toe ; there is no blemiſh in 
him: O he is the moſt exquiſite one, his perfeCti- 
ons are enough to pleaſe you, his beauty ſuſkct- 
ent to allure you : See his excellent liveaments , 
the ſweet proportian of every part : O how 
lovely is Chriſt to the helieving eye, in regard 
ofbis Perſon. Conſider his Natures, God Man 
lneetly concentringin an intimate and Eternal 
; 4. | Union, 
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Union, perfect God, perfect Man in one perſon; 
O where can you efpy tuch an objzCt ! ſure he is 
a Non-ſuch ;, none like him in Heaven, none like 
him on Earth, in regard of his Perſonal Glory as 
Mediatour, God Man : look over his ChoraCters 
that his friends have given him ; See in that 
Book of Cant. Chap. 5. How the Spouſe diſplays 
him, and you will' find hima beautiful Perſon, 
ver. 11. to the end, His headis as the moſt fine 
gold: His Wildom andGovernmeat is moſt pure, 
folid and cxcelient - His locks are buſhy and 
black, as a Raven : Which notes not only 
his love lineſs, but his ſtrength and vigour 
he hath his radical moyſture, his vital heat : 
He is ſtrong, his vigour abides with him ; he 
hath ſtrength ſafhcienrt for all his undertakings, 
and he is able to go through what he ſets his hand 
unto; he 1s ſtrong, vigorous, and ſpritely. His 
eyes are as the eyes of doves by theRivers of Waters, wa- 
fred with Milk, and fitly ſer. His ſight is quick, and 
neil his underſtanding is infinite:HisCouvſels 
zrehoty,and confiſtent,all well ſet, his decrees, his 
purpoſes, all giethodically ordered and fixed - 
His 1-5 are gracious, his aſpects lovely, ena- 
mouring the eyes ofthem that behold him. O 
fach a lovely Chriſt is tendred to Sinners ;O 
I know not how to ſet him forth to your capaci- 
ties, 1:2 is a moſt taking object indeed. His 
Tacets white and rudady : Emblems of Rich Beauty, 
cptivating the eyes, and raviſhing the hearts 
of beirolders : The purity of the divine nature, 
with the paſſions of the humane, and procure- 
ments of his Redemption, ſets him forth as 1n- 
finitely amiable in the eyes of Believers. His 
ch:ks are as a bed of ſpices, a; ſweet flowers : Nis 
i prace 
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graces and choice diſcoveries of his Excellen- 
cies, doth wonderfully feed and delight the 
Souls of thoſe that have acquaintance and fellow- 
ſhip with him ; his ſweet and lovely perfeCti- 
ons diſcover?d to Believers are like a rich feaſt 
that ſtay with them : His lips like Lilies drop- 
ping ſweet ſmelling Myrrhe : The impartings of 
his wiſdom, the droppings of his Doctrine, 
hisgracious words, his Holy Communications, 
are ſavoury and ſound, pure and incorruptible, 
they ſtrengthen the heart, and heal the Soul of 
thoſe that imbrace him : His Doftrine carries 
wonderful ſtrength to thoſe that are in weak- 
neſs z how do the words of grace revive the 
fainting hearts of Believers 3 bis wayes are 
ſtrength to the upright, like Myrrhe, they 
make the heart ſound. His hands are as gold 
rings ſet with the Beryl : His works and admini- 
ſtrations in the World, are full of order, 
beauty, and excellency - All that he doth in 
Sion and out of Son, is all holy z every provi- 
dence that ſeems to us ſometimes to be unſeaſon- 
able, is in infinte wiſdom diſplay'd by Jeſus 
Chriſt for the good of his people. Hers belly is 
as bright Ivory overlaid with Saphires : His tender 
Bowels, and boundleſs affections to his people, 
are wonderfully lovely and delighting z they are 
pure, firm, and fixed in their nature, and they 
are Chearing, and enriching in their effects; O 
Chriſts love is not fleeting, ?tis firm as Ivory, ſet 
with gold, overlaid with Saphires . O how rich 
are his affeftions, what a Treaſure to thoſe that 
have him. His legs are as Pillars of Marble, ſet 
xpon ſockets of fine gold. The gracious — 
an 
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and efficacious workings of his Spirit, areex. 
ceeding mighty and glorious ; full of ſtrength : 
He hath power to bear up all thoſe that follow 
him : His legsare ſtsong, he can carry his Lamhg 
that are committed to his arms ; there's no bur- 
den too heavy for Chriſt , his Ioins are ſtrong, 
hecan bear what is Iaid upon him ; the weight 
of all the Saints on Earth is nothing to him : He 
can carry on all his intendments and intereſt in 
the World ; hislegs are as Marble, able to bear 
his Body ; quick in motion : O what a lovely 
Chriſt is this diſplay'd in the Goſpel ! Mis coun. 
tenance is as Labanon, excellent ar the Cedars : 
Thoſe diſcoveries the Lord Jeſns Chriſt makes 
of himſelfin his word, and works, are wonder- 
ful taking;exceeding enriching : Chriſt's word is 
fruitfullizing : O when he ſpeaks to the hearts 
of his Children, what a deal of vertue goes 
through his lips; Grace is poured out of his lips, 
Milk and hony is under his tongue : His appear- 
ances carries excellency, riches and glory with 
them, His month is moſt ſweet, yea he is altogether 
lovely : His diſcourſes, the openings of his mi 

is wonderful pleaſing : The word of Chrift never | 
cloys the ſpiritual part. Thus you ſee what a 
Perſon Jeſus Chriſt is: O Sinners conſider his 
beauty 3 O how lovely an object is he! what 
can you objett againſt his Perſon, why you will 
not eſpouſe him ? 

Thirdly, Conſider his lovely diſpoſitions, O 
Sinners will you accept of him ? Heis of an ex- 
cellent Spirit,of a very ſweet nature; full of grace 
and goodneſs - His ſweet diſpoſitions have been 
largely opened already, he is full of mercy and 
: | compaſſions, 
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compaſſions, meekneſs, gentleneſs, patience, 
long-ſaffering, ſlow to anger, ready to forgive, 
ercat in kindneſs, free and bountiful, of a ge- 
nerous Spirit ; true and faithful - Sinners, you 
may truſt him with your ſecrets; you may ven- 
tare your Souls npon him : He is harmleſs, and 
inoftenſive; he doth wrong to no man; his com- 
pany is lovely and deſirable : His converſes 
are pleaſant and profitable : O whar a perſon 
is Chriſt !O Sinners, never was ſuch a one offer?d 
you as Chriſt is ; why will you not come unto 
him ? 

Fourthly, Conſider his quality and high digni- 
ty, he is no mean Perſon, but a mighty Potcarate, 
i Tim. 6. 15. The fole and only ſupzrcintendenc 
of the whole World, the King ot Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, Rev. 19.16. He hath on bis ve- 
fture and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords : He is not only a King, but 
the King, the only true Potentate from whom 
all others derive their glory,a King not only of 
Men, but of Saints ; not only of Saints, but of 
Angels, of Thrones, Principalitics and Powers : 
Math. 26. 5;. And can command them down 
now he is in Heaven for the ſervice of his cleCt, 
Heb 1. 14. Are they not all Miniſtring Spirits ſent 
forth to Miniſter for them who ſhall bz heirs of Salva- 
tion. O Sinners ! ſhall this prevail with you to ac- 
cept of him ? 

Fifthly, Fake notice of his potency : He hath 
power as well as honour, Math. 28. 18. All 
things are put uuder his feet, Heb. 2. 5. All 
the Armies of Heaven and Earth are deliver'd 
over to him: Heis Lord of Hoſts: He _ 
| tne 
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the Keys of Heaven, Death and Hell : Rev. 1, 
13. Who then can lock out Chriſt, or exclude 
him from doing what he pleaſeth, ſeeing all 
- ahings areat his beck ? He doth whatſoever plea- 
ſeth him in Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas and 
sn all deep places, Pſa. 135. 6. He itteth in 
the Heavens, and laughs the Counſels of the 
Potentates to ſcorn ; he makes no reckoning of 
their combinations, but derides their ambitious 
attempts againſt him, Pſa. 2. 4. He ſhall paſs 
thorow and over-flow, and break all their con- 
federacies in pieces, ſa. 8. 8, 9, 10. Letall 
the ſubtleties of Hell be woven together, to 
make a web to catch the intereſt of Chriſt in ; 
it ſhall all be asa ſpiders web, that can ſoon be 
ſwept away. O admire the Kingdom of Chriſt; 
the glorious power of Chriſt ; nothing is too 
hard for him - He hath an abſolute, unlimited 
and uncontroulable power : He is the ſupream 
over all perſons, and all things, in all places, 
Lands, and Countries : O what power hath he! 
net only Authority, but likewiſe Might, 2 Chre. 
20. 6. Inhis hand there is power and might, and 
none 1s able to withſtand him : O Sinners come a- 
way to Chriſt, he can protect you and defend 
you from dangers. 

Sixthly,Obſerve his wiſdom too : this is taking 
with ſome to have a head that hath intelleCtuals 
in him, and marry one that hath exquiſite parts 
and eminency of knowledge. Now all Treaſures 
of wiſdom are in him, Col. 3. 3. His judgments 
are unſearchable and paſt finding out, Row. 
11. 33. His judgments, his afts in the World, 
his Righteous deeds, and the way he takes to 
accompliſh 
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accompliſh his deſigns ; O.how wonderful deep 
are they ! The ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him ; 
the. Spirit of wiſdom,and underſtanding the Spirit of 
Counſel and might z the Spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of the Lord, Iſa, 11. 2. He isof 
quick underſtanding, full of judgment, called 
The wonderful Comnnfellour, Iſa. 9. 6. The only 
wiſe God, from whom all wiſdom is fetch'd, that 
fills Men and Angels; all the World do light 
their Candles at his Torch: He is the Sun that 
fills the whole Creation with beams : There's no 
ſearching of his underſtanding z he can bring to 
light the hidden'things of darkneſs : 1 Cor, 4. 5. 
He hath eyes can reach where men-cannot ; he 
can reveal the deep things of God: 1 Car. 2. 10. 
O Sinners, what an excellent ;one is Chriſt! O: 
how worthy of your choice ! 

Seventhly, Weigh the glorious and bleſled 
effects of your cloſing with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
Sinners, the very day you marry Chriſt he will 
pay all your debts, and they are many; he will 
pardon all your fins, blot out all your iniquities, 
remember them no more : He will free you from 
all your Bondages, deliver you from all your 
fears, ſecure-you from all your dangers; if you 
will but efpouſe him. O the very day you marry 
Chriſt he will wipe offall your ſhame,and remove 
your reproach: He will heal all your wounds 
and ſickneſſes, he will begin to heal them im- 
mediately; and never leave till he bath perfect- 
ly cared your Souls : He will ſtrip off all your 
filthy garments, and cloath you with broidered 
rayment; he will adyance yon to higheſt dignity; 
he will liftup your heads above your fel w__ : 
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He will make you Kings and Prieſts to God ; 
he will ſet you in Heavenly places ; he will ſeal 
your title to a Rich Joynture, he will make ſure 
your intereſt to all the Treaſures of Heaven : 
He will poſleſſe you with grace, and aſlure you 
of glory : O finners, is not this argument e- 
nough to win your Souls, and make you willing 
to acceptof ſuch a Majeſty as Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Eighthly, Sinners think upon the greatneſs of 
that love t1c Lord Jeſus Chriſt bears you : He 
hath good-will towards Men, towards ſinners, 
asſinners, whiles in their blood ; he hath a love 
of pity for you : ?Tis true till you cloſe with 
Chriſt hecan have nolove of acquieſcenſe in you; 
but he hath a love of good-will to your Souls, he 
hath ſo much love for you, as hath made tim 
willing to ſhed his blood for you; his love 
brought him down from the Fathers Glory, 
made him willing to drink the dregs of a cup of 
wrath for you; the love of Chriſt to Sinners, 
hath ſet upa ſtanding Miniſtery in the World, 
ſent forth multitudes to publiſh glad tidings: O 
Sinners, did you butbelieve this, how attractive 
would it be upon your hearts, to draw you to 
Chriſt. But if none of theſe arguments will pre- 
vail, let me adde one conſideration more. 
Laſtly, The effe&ts of your refuſing Jeſus 
Chriſt will be dreadful : if you will not accept of 
this propoſal; O think what a terrible anſwer 
Chriſt will ſend you : Such ſhall not taſte of his 
Supper, Zuke 14. 24. Not a crumb that fall from 
this Rich Table of Salvation-chear ſhall fall to 
the ſhare of that wretched finner. If you will 
not have his Perſon you ſhall not haye —_—_ 
cnale - 
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chaſe : He bath ſworn in his wrath theſe ſhall 

never enter into his Reſt, Heb. 3. 11. O ganer! 
1 were there no other Hell but the loſs of Heaven, 
it were enough to break thy heart in pieces: O 
think upon the ſad Iſſue of thy final unbelief : 
When thy ſias get over thy head,and thy guilt fol- 
lows thee at thy heels; WhenDeath andHell ſhall 
be at thy back, and theato call and cry, and 
knock at the door of mercy and not be head ; 
O what a doleful thing will this be ! When ar- 
mics of devils are round about thee, ready to 
fnatch thy Soul into everlaſting burnings, and 
none to relieve thee; O fearful will the caſe of 
thy Soul be ! When thou ſhalt-cry; O for mer- 
cies ſake, Help Lord; lampgoing to Hell, for 
mercies ſake help zand then for the Ear of God 
to bedeaf, andthou not have one good word, 
and the door be ſhut againſt thee; O what a 
dolefull caſe will this be © for tender mercy to 
ceaſe; is miſerable : But for mercy to become 
cruel to you; O fearful caſe indeed! when ten- 
der Bowels ſhall become Brais and Iron, and 
there ſhall be no ſounding at all in it towards 
thy Soul - O finner if thou wilt not accept of 
this Chriſt, be wiil laugh at thy Calamity, and 
mock when thy Fear cotgeth, Pro. 1. 26. Thats 
terrible ; when God ſhall nor only ceaſe to pity, 
but derxide thy miſery : Be aſlur'd, Soul, as quier 
as now thou art, aday of Calamity will come; 
there will comea time of Fears for thy poor 
Soul, and then will mercy it ſelf be turn'd into 
wrath, and laugh at thy — yet further 
(ſinner ) if thou wilt not accept of Chriſt ;*then 
will incenſed fury ſ:nd forth its army of deſtroy- 
ers, and ruine, andcut off thy Soul for ever, Mfr. 


22, 
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23.7. Then ſhalt thou be puniſhed with eyer- 
laſting deſtrution from the preſence of God, 
and from the glory of his Power, 2 The. 1.8,g. 
Then ſhall vengeance glut it ſelf upon thy Soul, 
and ſeize upon thee in flaming Fire - O ?tis a 
dreadful thing to lye at the mercy of vengeance : 
O what will not enraged fury do to its adver- 
ſaries, when it hath them at its power ? But 
what will divine vengeance do? O inner, when 
God ſhall arraign thee at the Bar of Judgment 
for kicking at the Bowels of mercy ; for Crown- 
ing the head of Chriſt with thorns, and tramp. 
ling his blood under feet > what wilt thou do 
then? (Ocanſt thou read this and not ſhake) 
when thou ſhalt ſee Devils round about thee,and 
flaming vengeance take bold of thee - But 
thus it will be. Then they that would not let 
Chriſt reign over them; ſhall feel Devils rend- 
ing of them : Then they that fled from the Arms 
of mercy, ſhall fall into the Jaws of fury : Then 
they that ſhut their ears againſt the fervent woo- 
ings of Chriſt ſhall open their hearts to the fiery 
wrath of Chriſt : Then they that would not get 
into the boſom of Chriſt; ſhall lodge in the 
burnings of Hell : Then the Furnace of Hell 
ſhall be heated ſeven times hotter for thoſe 
whoſe hearts freezed under the warm 
beams of Chriſt's Love - Oh dreadful 
will thy ſtate be, Sinner, if thou refuſe Chriſt. 
Well finner,take the Counſel given thee : kils 
the Son leſt he be angry z turn in,turn in hithet 3 
reach out thy arms, come away-toChriſt;ſayLord 
Jeſus,I am willingly thine. Sinners are you perſwa- 
ded? what anſwer ſhall we return to this Lord 
of Glory ? Will you be his? Will you ace 
0 
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of this grace tendered to you; before it breathe 
its laſt to you. 


— 


CHAP. XXVL 


Objettions anſwered, Counſels how to came 
to Chriſt. 


| ſhall now endeavour to anſwer thoſe ObjeAi- 
ons which are made by doubting Souls, a- 
gainſt their coming to Chriſt. | 


i, ObjeCtian. Says a Soul : But will this bleſſed 
| Potentate, this glorious King of Kings, ſtoop 
ſo low as roo upon ſuch an obſcure GFeature, 
ſuch 4 worthleſs worm as I am? Alas) I am too 

mean to unlooſe the latchet of his ſhoves : I am 
too unworthy to be the meaneſt Servant in bis 
Houſe; Tobe a dog to bis Flack: And will he 
caſt his shzrt over me? O .do nat flatter me into 
ſuch vain hopes, and fond dreams, that ſuch a 

. King of Glory will look. upon me: 1 am too low 

for one aſpett of his Eye. 


Anſw. Abundant Teſtimony hath this Lord 
given of his condeſcending heart to finners : 
| thou think thou. art too low for ſuch a 
Majeſty ? When he left his Fathers Kingdom, 
id came down from his Eternal Glory with the 
er, he gave abundant proof of the humility 
fhis heart: when he did eſpouſe thy nature, 
8 Aa (fignet 
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(finner) to himſelf ; and took upon him the form 
of a Servant. z he ſhewed his humble heart, that 


he was far from contemning ſinners: He was | 


the true Facob, who ſerved a far harder bon- 
dage for thy Soul, than ever Facob did for his 
Racbil;, this ſhews his humility : His chooſing 
iuch mean perſons, ſuch notorious ſinners for 
tis companions, in neareſt Union and Communi- 
with himſelf; Matthew the Publican, Pau! the 
Blaſphemer : Poor Fiſhermen of no regard up- 
onEarth : Theſe did Chriſt perſonally chuſe for 
his neareſt Converſes ; this ſhews his condeſcen- 
lion : And?ris not thy low ſtate (ſinner) can 
diſcourage Chriſt, if thy heart be really willing : 
His preaching the Goſpel to the poor, and cal- 
ling the baſe things of this world, and thing 
that are not, ſhews his lowly mind. And his 
humilfty hath been abundaoch rov'd al- 
ready : He will dwell with the Lowly, 
S7- 19, 


2. Objeft. But I have no portion for Chriſt: | 
am exceeding poor and beggarly,, 1 have w 
Righteonſneſs, no Grate, no good things dwell in 
me: I can bring nothing toglorifie him, I haven 
ability at all to ſerve him; 1 cannot pray or 
any thing that is good, and will Chriſt acct 
of me ? 


Arſ. Chriſts deſign in theſe Goſpel tendets 
of himſelf to Ganers, is not to get, but to gIVt 
Riches: He wants no treaſures for hi 


but he rather wants objects to giye them to : Ft Þ 
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wants no goods, but (like the Rich man in the Þ*t 


Goſpel)Þ 
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Goſpel) he wants room to beſtow his goods : 
He is willing to impart his treaſure to ſinners, 
'2Cor. 8, 9. Ofall perſons in the world he is 
ſure to hear the deſires of the poor. The rich 
ſhall be ſent empty away : but the poor that wait 
-en him ſhall be heard, ' Pſa. 69.33. Art thou a 
poor Soul in thy own eyes ? The Lord hath ſpe- 
calregard for ſuch: Theſe are the perſons he 
invites to him that have no money, no price, 
Iſa. 55- 1- The poor have the Goſpel preached to 
thew, Math. 11. 5. Therefore finners tis not 
thy poverty can break the match, nar hinder thy 
ones of Jeſus Chriſt, if thy heart be wil- 
ing. 


3} Objeft. But Iam a deformed loveleſs Creature, 
Thaue no beauty at allin mez I amblack with in, 
full of all uncleanne(ſs, and abominations, polluted 
in my blood, wallowing in my Mire and Vomit, 
ſearce ſuch a nauſeous Objutt as Tin all the world. 
O what a filthy heart; O what an unclean Soul, 
0 what vile aſfettions bave I\. and will this hol 
one caſt 4 glance of Love on ſuch a Creature as I 
i dare not think he will endure the 
he of me \ therefore I am afraid to look; to 

im. 


Anſw. Believing fianers,though black in their 
own eye, yet are comely in Chriſt's Eye, Carr. 
1. 5. Faith putsan amiableneſs on the believing 
ſinner in Chriſts account : This is one of thoſe 


eyes that raviſhes his heart, Cart. 4- 9+ He 
Hooks upon them as lovely that come to him, 
Mhough unfoyely in themſelves : Afﬀections Ws 
4 Aa23 ” 
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no deformity. in the beloved objeft. Chriſts 
love is ſo great to fallen man, as that nothing ap- 
pears unlovely in him, but an unwillingneſs to 
de his: He fees no iniquity in Jacob, though 
there be a great deal. The halt, blind, lame, 
impotent are 'no amorous- Objects; yet theſe 
Chriſt invites to his feaſt, Zuk. 14. 21. Others 
are not worthy, ſays Chriſt, but bring theſe, they 
are companie for me, if they will but come. 
2, Let notthy deformity, and the ſenfe of thy 
unworthineſs keep thee from Chriſt, becauſe 
he hath beauty enough for himſelf, and thee. 
He hath comelineſs enough to cover thy: naked. 
neſs : ?tis but for ſome of his beams to refle& on 
thy Soul, and thau wilt þe altogether glorious ; 
thy perfection lies in his, and not thy own 


comelineſs : Chrift can ſoon fill thee with amia- 


bleneſs-: ſee," in Ezek. 16. whata change Grace 
makes upon deformed ſinners : The beautie of 
ſingers is Chriſts beautie put upon them, and 
Chriſts Holineſs imparted to them, and there's 
enough of it far thee. 3: Know, that Chriſts 
blood is cleapfing blood, it doth not only coyer 
ſpors and deformities,- but it takes away filthi- 
neſs; if thou come to him, the blood of Chriſt 
clcanſeth from all ſin, 1 Fob. I. 7. 


4. Object. But Fama great ſinner, none like me, 
therefore I cannot think the Lord Feſw 
will paſs them by ; or bave thoughts of favour 
for me. 


Anſ. So was Davids, and yet found pardon, 
Pſa. 25. 11. for thy name ſake, O Lord, _. 
| on 


—_— 
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don mine iniquities for they are great. Aanaſ- 
ſeb's ſins were notorious, aud yet upon his Re- 
pentance found favour with God, 2 Chro, 33. ;, 
4,5, 6. Hereared up Altars for Baalim, wor- 
ſhipped all the hoſt of Heaven, and ſerved them ; 
he built Altars in the Honſe of the Lord,and cauſ. 
ed hisChildren to paſs through the fire in theVal- 
ley of the Son of Hinnom. He allo obſerved 
times, and uſed inchantments, and Witchcrafis, 
and dealt with familiar Spirits, and with wiz- 
ards, and when God ſpake to him he would not 
hearken, ver. 10. O abominable ſins! One would 
think here wasa man ripe for Hell; yet upon 
his ſupplication, when he was in affi:Ction, God 
teard him, and pardon®d him, ver. 12, 13. Paul 
was a flagitious ſinner, in his own eyes the 
greateſt that ever was, i Tim, 1. 15. ABiaſphe- 
mer, a perſecutor, injurious, but obtained 
mercy, ver. I 2. Therefore tis not the greatncl3 
of thy ſin can ſtand in the way of thy mercy, if 
thou come over to Chriſt with all thy hearr. 


5- Objeft. But Thavebeen an old ſinner \, 1 have 
been rooted in fin, and livdin ſin all my days, 1 
bave been a continual provecation to the Lord, 
for many years ;, through my whole Life ſin hath 
touch*d ſm,and I cannot think Chriſt hath thouzhts 
of Love for me. 


= 
' Anſw. Sodid the Thief upon the Croſs, he 
lng'd to the laſt hour of his Life, and yer ob- 
tained mercy, Luke 23. 40, 41,42, 43- So did 
ſome of thole that were called in at the Eleventh 
hour, yet embracing the call, obtained mercy, 
Aa 3 Math. 
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Math. 20.9, 12. it was not the length of their 
finning time excluded the Efticacie of Salvation- 
mercy, when they did come in at the call of it, 
1 mention not this for a Pillow to ſecure ſin. 
ners, but for a Cordial for deſponding Souls: 
Now the Goſpel calls thee, nner 3 if thou come 
in this hour, and embrace the calls of merey ; 
%is not the length of thy ſinning time, will make 
void the Grace of God. 


6. Object. But ſaies the Soul : 7 have ſleighted 


many calls already : I have quenched many moti-. 


ons of the Spirit : I have deſpiſed the firſt call : and 
me ? 


Anſw.So did Manaſſeh,he did reject many calls; 
God did ſpeak to him, but he would not heark- 
en; and after his rejection of the firſt call, yet 
mercie found him : The Fews in the wilderneſs 
rejected many calls of God ; yet the Lord 
ſaid, while tis called to day, harden not 


your hearts, Heb. 3. 7, 8. Though thou, 


haſt been guiltie of deſpiſing many calls, this 
1s matter for thy humbling, but not for thy de 
ſpair. 


7. Obje&t. But 1 am never the better for all the 
' means and mercy I have enjoyed * though T had de- 
Jpiſed the firſt calls of mercy, yet if Thad been the 
better for after tenders of grace, there were ſome 
hope: But I am. ſtill the | on notwithſtanding al 
the Sermons Thear, and precious overtures of Sal 
vation my heart is hard, and dead under all. 

| | im Anſn 


may I have hopes to go to Chriſt? Will he receive 
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ſhe was paſt age ro be the-Mother of Children, 
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_ Anſw. So it was with the Impotent man a great 
while, he was diſeaſed thirty and eight years, 
%h. 5. 5- He lay at the Pools (ide near the means 
of cure, but never the better, ver. 6. 7. And fo 
continued till Chriſts time came to cure him. $0 


 Ifrael were barren and unfruieful, ti!l rhe Lord 


became a dew to them. Hof. 14. 5. Therefcre 
this is no diſconragement ; if thou believe and 
come to Chriſt, God will bz a dew to thee, aud 
thou ſhalr quickly find a change. 


8. Object. But ſaith one : 1 amnor ovly never th: 
bettey for all the means of grace, but I am worſe 
than I was before ;, when I was wnder firſt owake: = 
ings, my heart was more tender ;, but now my heart 
ſeems to be more brawny and hard ;, I find 
more unbelief than ever, more indiſpoſition to {v 


to Chriſt : I am worſe than I was. 


Anſw. So was Sarah too, as to the receiving 
the promiſed mercy, more and more indiipoſcd, 
ſhe complaines of the deadneſs of her wom) 
till the time of life came, then Sarah's growing 
Indiſpoſition becomes no impediment at all to 
the fulfilling of the promiſe. So was 1ſ-ael, they 
Degan to ſay for their part, their hope was cut 

, and God had forlaken them, when mercy 
was neareſt to them : So the woman that had a 
bloody iſſue twelve years, and had ſpent all 
that ſhe had on Phyſitians, yet was nothing bet- 
tered, but rather grew worſe, till Chriſt came . 
and healed her, Mark 5.25,26.Perſons are uſually 
worſt in their own eyes when mercy is neareſt 
their doors. Aa4 Again, 
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Again, Thy not comming to Chriſt is the 
cauſe of thy decaies and hardnings; tis thy un- 
belief thatdeadens thy hearr, and withers thy 
Soul, Chriſt doth withdraw his influence from 
ſuch, and cefuſeth to do any mighry works in 


them becauſe of unbelief. O then Soul, come _ 


away to Chriſt,and this is the way to cure thee. 


9. ObjeCt. But faies the Soul : Chriſt ſeems to 
take no notice of me, I call but he heareth me not, 
T come to Ordinances, but I camor ſee him, nay 
be ſeems to be angry with me ; every thing goes 4- 
gainſt me, his word ſpeaks bitter things ro me ;, 
methinks there's never a threatning but belongs 
to me;, I am the Hypocrite and unclean perſon , 
that God ſtrikes at in every Sermon, and his red 
lies heavy on me too, and in the way of hss pro- 
vidence be writes bitter things againſt me. 


Anſw. Soul, is this thy caſe, doth Chriſt take 
no notice of thee ? It is becauſe thou takeſt ſo 
little of him, when he unveils his beauty ; thou 
doſt not believe in him, when he makes a pro- 
mite tothy Soul : When he ſends words of Coun: 
{el, thou doſt not obey him.He hath called, and 
thou haſt not anſwered , and therefore when 
rhon calleſt he doth not anſwer, Zach. 7. 14, 
Yet at fuch a time what follows ; doth God make 
anend of ſuch ſinners? No, ſee Chap. 8. 2, 3: 
O Soul, if the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſeems to take no 
notice of thee, but to frown upon thee, it isto 
trown thee from thy unbelief; it is but to make 
thee ſenſible of thy lighting bim : 1f thou wilt 
this day accept 'of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; his 


frowns 
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frowns will ſoon paſs away,asa darkCloud doth 
when the Sun ſhines ; he will remember thy Ini- 
quities No More. | 


fain come to Chriſt, but 1 cannot ;, [like the 
terms well, but O my unbelieving heart! O my 
impenitent hard heart ! I cannot ſenſe Salvation- 


kindneſs. 


Anſw. O Soul ! The afflicting ſenſe of thy un- 
belief, is a hopeful ſign of thy faith : If thou doſt 
ke thy unbelieving heart; io as to be burdened 
under it, and be weary of it, the Lord reckons 
itfor the beginnings of faith, fark 9. 24. This 
isthe method of Salvation-Grace in begetting 
faith,to convince thee of its impotency tobelieve, 
7oh. 16. 9. Soul, is this thy wearineſs ; that 
thou canſt not come to Chriſt ? Wouldſt thou 
have a wider heart for him ? Thou art the Soul 
he waits for that mourneſt over thy unbelief, 
Mark 9. 24. 

But there's one thing more may be as a dif- 
couragement to ſome Souls. | 


| 10. Objet. But may ſome Soul ſay - 1 would 


11. Object. O ſacs the Soul, 7 fear the time is paſt, 
and that God will be gracious no more \, I have had 
a day of grace, but that is gone : The Angel came 
troubliny the Waters, but 1 would not ſtep in: [ 
bave had the dawnings of mercy, but I reſiſted : 
I fear 1 have ontſtood my Jfarket : That I bave 
outſtrived the Spirit ſo leng, that be will ſtrive 
20 more : And this bows me down, that I am afraid 
to lock, up. 
dy ; Anſw. 
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Anſw. Sinner, if this be thy caſe, know that 
thy fears of loſing the day of grace, is a ſign 
it isnot loſt : The greateſt ſymptome of depart- 
ing grace is ſecurity, and falſe peace, 1 The. 
5- 3- Soit was with the people before the flood : 
Noah threatned judgments, but they dreamt of 
peace, Math. 24. 37. &Cc. Security uſher'd in 
the departure of grace from them : But while 
the Spirit of grace ſtrives with thy Soul, the day 
of graceis not paſt from thee. Doth God call 
upon thee now, aud plead with thy heart 2 And 
doſt thou find ſome movings,and rurnings of thy 
Bowels in the. crying out, O that there might 
be mercy for me ; that this day of grace. may not 
be paſt ? If fo, then ſure the Spirit ſtrives yet 
with thy Soul : Therefore, Soul if now thou 
wilt cloſe with Chriſt, none of theſe pleas can 
debar thy clofing with him, 

Well Sinners, conſider the Lord Feſus Chriſt in- 
wites youto come tohim, ouce more he demands your 
anſwer : what ſay you, will you be his or no ? Do your 
hearts accept of him ? Do youlike his propoſals ? will 
you heartily conſent to be his, upon all his terms ? If 
fo, I ſhall lay down ſome Connſels to dirett you in your 
right comming to Chriſt. | 

Firſt, Sinner, if thou will come to Chriſt, thou 
muſt come as a poor needy, empty,undone, Sin- 
ner, ftript of all beauty, as having nothing at 

all that may deſerve his favour : ?Tis the poor 
have the Goſpel Preached to them. Math. 11.. 5. 
It ſignifies ſuch as are brought to great necefli- 
ties, and extremities z So Beza renders it : Such 
as are brought very low : Therefore ſome derive 


—it from a word that ſignifies, falling down at = 
ric 
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rieb Mens feet : As ſome beggers will. Ferxs in- 
terpretsit, the poor in Spirit, that acknowledge 
themſelves mean, and are low in their own eyes. 
So Calvin takes it, for them that are oppreſ- 
ſed with the ſenle of their own wants, ſuch as 
feel their pinching neceſſities z that lye down 
overwhelm'd with the apprehenſion of their em- 
ptineſs - The Treaſures of theGoſpel are deſign'd 
to ſuch Perſons that are poor and afflicted in 
their own Spirits. There's no greater obſtacle 
in this Match betwen Chriſt and ſinners, than 
a ſenſe of ſgf worthyneſs : This keeps many 
from ſeeing the beauty of Chrilt ; their own 
Righteouſneſs hangs in their eye ; they are 
too heavy laden with their own thick clay, [ 
mean the ſenſe of their own worthyneſs, to be 
looking up to Jeſus , and fred up to him : 
Sinners may be too rich for Chriſt in their own 
opinion, but never too poor; hence the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt tells us, he came not to call the 
Righteous, but ſinners to Repentance, Math. 
9. 13, Not them that Judge themſelves Righ- 
reous, but them that feel themſelvs ſinners : The 
Rich be ſends empty away, thoſe that are Rich 
in their own thoughts, when the poor and hun- 
gry are fill'd with good things : Mzn chuſe em- 
pty veſlels to put their liquors in; and low rooms 
o cellar their wines, ſo doth Jeſus Chriſt chuſe 
empty Souls for his good things : He chooſeth 
the Low plains for his walks, when the high 
towring Mountains are rejected - The high, and 
lofty One comes to dwell in the low and con- 
trite Spirit, 1ſa- 57- 15- Sinner, thou muſt 
ſtrip thy ſelf of thy own Ornaments, if thon 

| | intend 
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intend to put on Jeſus Chriſt : Thou muſt throw 
down thy Crown at his feet ; if thou'thinkeſt to 
wear his Crown on thy head : O Soul ! thoy 
muſt come as a poor wretch to Chriſt; with 
thy empty ſack, as Jacobs Sons did to Egypr to 
buy corn, and then thou ſhalt haveTreaſure too : 
Thou muſt ſee thy ſelf an undone ſinner ; thou 
mult come (with Lazarus) and throw thy ſelf 
down at this Rich Kings Door ; if ever thou 
wilt be fed with his Crumbs; nay rather feaſted 
with his Dainties. 

Secondly, Thou muſt come to Chriſt as toa 
full and ſufficient treaſure, able to ſave and fſa- 
tisfie thee; to pay off thy debts, and enrich thy 
Soul for ever, Heb. 7. 25. Able to ſupply all 
thy wants and fill all thy emptineſs, Phil. 4. 19. 
We have ſhewn already that his treaſures are 
bottomleſs, boundleſs, unfathomable, unex- 
hauſtible, never to be waſted or ſpent : O Soul 
come to Chriſt.as ſuch a one : Meaſure not 
Chriſt's gold by thy buſhel ; nor his plenty by 
thy poverty : think not thy debts too great for 
Chriſt to pay, becauſe thou knowelt not where 
to get mony of thy own : Think not thy ſtraits 
too many for him to relieve : He, hath enough 
for thy Soul to live upon hoth here 2nd to all 
Ecernity ; O Sinner believe this, and come to 
him as ſuch a one; ſuppoſe not the Fountain is 
empty, becauſe thy Ciſterns are dry : His Righ- 
teouſneſs is like the great Mountains, Pſa. 36. 6. 
Itis in the Hebrew, The Monntains of God: And 
his grace is without meaſure, Foh. 3. 34. There- 
fore thou muſt look to him as having a ſufficient 
fulneſs tor thy Soul. 

Thirdly, 
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* Thirdly, Thou muſt look to Chriſt with ex- 
pettation, as the poar Cripple did to Perer and 
John, Afts. 3. 5. Now ſhall a poor Creature 
expect to receive ſome needful ſutable good 
from a fellow Creature ; and will not thou ex. 


Þ pe& ſome mercy from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 


Creator, and Redeemer ? Ofinner come with 

zxeQations to Chriſt ; believe chat he is as 
nilling as ableto enrich all that come to him - 
He hath paſt his word for it. Hethat cometh to 
me 1 will in no wiſe caſt out. Joh. 6. 37. He that 
believeth on him ſhall not periſh, Foh.. 3. 16. 
The weary Soul that comes yea creeps to him, 
ſhall have reſt, ach. 11. 28. The thirſty Soul 
ſhall be ſatisfied, Fob. 7. 37. He goes up and 
down in the Miniſtery of the Goſpel, ſeeking 
to ſave that which is loſt, Luke 19.10. And be is 
angry with them that wul not come to him, Fob: 5. 
40. O ſinner, do not take up hard thoughts of 
Chriſt:Such ſuſpitious thoughts of Chriſt 15 ſome 
of the Devils ſeed that he doth ſow in broken 
ground. WhenChriſtcomesto break ſinnershearts 
and make them ſenſible of their undonene(s,then 
the Devil caſts in theſe tares, and raiſes up ill 
thoughts of Chriſt It was this did ſo eneryate 
the diligence of the unprofitable Servant; ſome 
nndue thoughts he took up of hisLords bounty:7 
knew '( ſaies he) thou were an hard, and auſtere 
Man : Hence he puts up his Talent in a Napkin, 
and his hand in his boſom, Math. 25.,24, 25- 
Jealouſies of Chriſts good-will to ſinners are ve- 
ry deſtruCtive to Salvation-work : The Devil 
hath hindred many a Soul from coming toChriſt» 
by caſting this block in his way. O'then come 
with expectations; at leaſt come to Chriſt, with 
as 
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as great hopes as the Lepers came to the Tents of 
the Aſyrians who were Enemies z come to Chriſt 
the friend of Sinners. 2 Kings 7. 4. They ad- 
ventured with ſome hopes; we may live, and 
we can but dye; they may kill us, and they may 


fave us alive : But thy caſe is not fo, if thou F 


come and adventure on Chriſt, thou mayeſt be 
ſure, he will not kill thee : O look to Jeſus 
then with ſome hopes; ſay, who can tell but my 
Soul may live. 

Fourthly, Cloſe firſt with Jeſus Chrift hin. 
ſelf, and afterwards with his Treaſure - I can- 
feſs uſually ſomething from Chriſt draws the 
Sinners firſt reſpects tohim : The ſavor of hig 
oyntments, ſome love-tokens, kindneſles, appre- 
henfion of neceſlity ; ſenſe of undoneneſs may 
conduce to get the firſt glances of Sinners to- 
wards Chriſt ; But though theſe allure to Chriſt, 
yet, the firſt thing the Eſpouſed Soul mult eye 
in his Match with Chriſt, is Chriſt himſelf ; 
though theſe things draw the Soul, yet they do 
not center the AfﬀeCtions : Chriſt's kindneſles 
are deſign'd as motives to beget an eſteemof 
himſelf in ſinners hearts : The kuowledge of 
what Jeſus Chriſt hath for ſinners, an intimati- 
on of pardon, peace and Salvation for all that 
come to him,may be the Prodromus or fore.rut- 
ner of Chriſts Per ſon to finners view ;, but, when 
they come to ſee him; they muſt firſt pitch 
upon himſelf; and till they come to this they 
' Cannot have adue and orderly cloſe with Chriſt: 
In all right and regular Matches, the Perſon 
muſt be firſt regarded, then the Portion : A 
Soul is not fit to match with Chriſt, till he comes 
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to ſee infinitely more worth in him, then in all 
his gifts, and fayours : It was the excellency 
of Chriſt himſelf that drew Pals higheſt re- 
gards to him, with reſpect to relation ; Phil. 
3- 8. Theexcellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Fe- 


TJ ſus my Lord : Paul ſets that fore-moſt ; And 


then to be made conformable to his Death, 
and Reſurreftion. The Spouſe was more taken 
with Chriſt's Perſon then with his Gifts : Carr. 1. 
2, 3-Firſt himſelf was lovely, then his fruits. 
Gant. 2+ 3. David counts nothing in Heayen, 
or Earth like to God in Chriſt. Pſa. 73. 25. 
'Tis ſordid love, and too unworthy of a con- 
jugal State, that values the Portion more then 
the Perſon; that Soul is too unworthy of Chriſt, 
who values any thing more then him: Math 
10. 37 It muſt be Chriſt himſelf, muſt ſit ia the v 

ermoſt ſeat in thySoul:? Tis a ſaying ofCalvin,T is 
an unworthy thing not to perfer one Chriſt above all: 
Thoſe Matches never prove comfortable where 
theEſtate is eyed more thenthePerſon, hence con- 
jugal love is broken, when the eſtate is gone 3 
but where true conjugal love is, it is ſetled up- 
on the Perſon : Love that is ſet upon ſome Gifts 
of Chriſt, more then Chriſt himſelf, when theſe 
are ſuſpended, the others will decay ; but loye 
placed upon his Perſon will laſt: Hence 'tis ma- 
ny doſo eaſily leave Chriſt, when it comes to 
parting with other things, becauſe their Jove 
was ſet more upon theſe things then Chriſt him- 
{If - O Soul be ſure *tis Chriſt himſelf thou doſt 
chuſe , and not another; O be not guilty of 
that miſtake as Facob was, totake Leah inſtead z 
of Rachel; Be ſure it be not a falſe =_ — 

ſi 
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Chriſt in thy thoughts, but that it, be a real Chriſt 
thou takeſt ; and then thou wilt never look for 
another : Be ſure give Chriſt the preheminence : 


The Father hath given him the preheminence,' 


and wilt not thou? Phil. 2. 9.Col. 1. 18. Col.2. g.1f 


Chriſt muſt take the belt place in Heaven, he } 


hath reaſon to take the firſt place in thy heart. 
Fifthly, If thou wouldeſt come to Chrilt aright, 
then bring thy all with thee to him ; and make 
a free and full ſurrender of thy ſelf, and thy all 
ro him: When God would have 1ſrael out of 
Egypt, they muſt not leave a hoof behind, Exod. 
10. 26. 2 Cor. 8. 5. They firſt gave their own 
ſelves to the Lord: Be ſure make over thy ſelf 
firſt toChriſt, and then all thy intereſts, and Ca- 
Pacities - Come and ſubſcribe to Chriſt,7/a. 44.5. 
One ſhall ſay 1 am the Lords, and another ſhall call 
himſelf by the name of Jacob, and another ſhall ſub- 
ſcribe with. his hand unto the Lord. Calvin hath a 
ſaying upon this: A Perſon (ſaics he) can ne- 
ver have true faith in Chriſt, till he comes to make 
this teſtification and confeſſion of 1im : 1g the eſpoy- 
ſing betwivt Chriſt and the Soul, there is amy. 
tual reſignation of each to other with all they 
have. Chriſt gives his Perſon and Purchaſe to 
Pelievers,and the ſincere Soul gives back himſelf 
and all to Chriſt: To detain the leaft part 
from Chriſt is abominable fraud, and lying a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, As 5. 3- If thou ac- 
counteſt any one thing too good for Chriſt ; He 

accounts all his too good for thee. | 
Laſtly, Be ſure your acceptance of Chriſt' be 
conſiderate and ſincere, fit down firſt and 
count the coſt, Lk. 14. 28. Thou muſt be no 
more 
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more thy own z thou muſt take up thy Yoke 
and his Yoke : Thy croſs and his Croſs: Thou 
muſt denie thy ſelf and- follow him - Weighry 
things are not to be undertaken raſhly, Diu de- 
liberandam was 2n ancient Motto. Haſty match- 


© Fes ſeldom prove well: O Soul, be not raſh in 


La bo 
4 


thy taking Chriſt. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt EC 
pouſeth his in Judgment as well as in Faithful 
neſs, Hoſ. 2. 19, 26. inconſiderate bargains are 
oft-rimes broken or repented of, You will never 
epouſe Chriſt in Faithfulneſs, till you eſpouſe 
him in Judgment : Weigh all things, conſider 

rriage Articles, what they are, and-whether 
j5@} are willing to perform them, Math. 16. 24: 
OSoul try, can thy heart conſent to this? O 
the falſeneſs of Souls pretended match to Chriſt 
hath undone many ! You muſt take whole Chi ift 
with the whole heart, or elſe you will never 
match aright with Chriſt, You muſt chuſe hin 
teyer to Chuſe agein. You muſt make him your 
ly choice, and let all your other chooſings be 
by him : Thor ſhalt chooſe our inheritarce for us; 
Pa 47- 4. Say then, I will- only chuſe him ; 
Iwill chuſe his Perſon, his Laws, his Honour 
ad Glory ;z but Chriſt ſhall chuſe all for me; 
let Chriſt chuſe my place, and condition, high 
tr low : Let Chriſt diſpoſe of me, where; and 
tow he will in the World, | will diſpoſe of 
Chriſt in my heart/7 + 

So much of this Fourth Inference; That Jc- 
ſng Ehciſt is worth a looking after: 
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CH AP. XXVII. 


Shewing the folly of ſuch as purſue earthly 
things, with neglett of Chriſt, conſidering 
the Nature of thoſe things ; the Terms 
on which they are to be enjoyed ; The 
caſualty that attends them: The guilt 
ſuch contratt. 


F there be ſuch great and glorious treaſures 
of Chriſt tendered to ſinners in the Go. 
ſpel: Then ſee the folly of thoſe thar purſue 
earthly treaſures with a neglect of Chriſt : For 
Souls to turn their backs on Chriſt, and court 
the World,and periſhing things : O folly indeed! 
I ſhall give fourReaſons toconvince ſuch perſons 
of folly. 

The 1. Taken from the things themſelves they pur- 
ſue with negleft of Chriſt. 

2. The different terms on which Chriſt and theſe 
are to be enjoyed. 

3- The caſualty that attends Souls attempts af: 
ter Earthly things. 

4. The guilt that ſuch contraft,, who purſue Earth 
ly treaſures more than Chriſt./ 

Firſt, 'Tis folly, yea madneſs to purſue 
Earthly things and neglect Chriſt becauſe the 
things themſelves they chuſe cannot be compar'd 
with Chriſt ; which will appear in ſeveral par- 
ticulars. 


Firſt, They are uncertain Riches; There's 
no 
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no dep-ndance upon them, 1 Tim. 6. 179. Noy 
truſt in uncertain Riches, m\Ts adnimm. Riches 
that are not declared, and manifeſted, to be 
ſure and certain, for a dependance; They 
are not a ſure bottom for Souls to build ſo much 
hope and delight upon; when it comes to a 
pinch indeed ; then it appears they are vain, and 
will not profit in the day of wrath. Like a broken 
Staff, when you lean upon it, then it breaks : 
So the Riches of this world, when Souls put 
ſome ſtreſs upon them, then they fail - They 
are uncertainz ſometimes you enjoy them, and 

anon they are removed, Pro. 23. 5. Wilt thou ſet 
thine Eyes upon that which ts not, for riches certain- 
ly make themſelves wings, they flye away as an Ea- 
gle towards Heaven. 1 hey come flowlie, but get 

off [wiftlie; when they come to men, they have 

laden feet, and when they leave them, Eagles 

Wings: To day they flouriſh like the graſs, and 

to morrow burn like an Oven: A man hath a 

beautiful houſe to day, and to morrow 2n heap 

of Aſhes': O moſt uncertain Riches! All the 

world runs in changes; To day (ſays one) rhey 

art for the Boſom, and to morrow for the Beſom : 

Today men take them into'their boſoms,to mor- 

row vengeance ſweeps them away. 

Secondly, They are empty things, they can- 
notſatisfhe the Soul that feeds upon them - The 
world is not filling meat to an immortalSoul;ler a 
perſon feed never ſo heartily, yet he is hungry - 
The whole world cannot fill one hzart; Ale x- 
ander wepr., that there wcre no mor2 worl ls to 
conquer : Nature puts bounds to the ea, and 
aM Earthly beings have their end, P/a. 119. 96; 
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but fin hath made carnal deſires boundleſs : It is 
with earthly minded men, as Solomon ſays it is 
with the Grave, and barren womb, and the fire 
thar ſay it is not enough, Pro. 30. 15, 16. Where. 
fore (ſays the Prophet) do you ſpend your money 
for that which is not Bread, and your labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not, Iſa. 55 - 2. One calls the whole 
Tu/kih Empire but a bone that is thrown to 
dogs : very dry meat ; ſo areall the things of this 
workd:Riches are like meat ina dream:An hung:y 
man thinks he feeds, when he dreams but when he 
awakes he is emptie.-Riches feed nothing bur the 
Eye; hence Covetousneſs is calPd the laſts of the 
Eye,170h.2.16.O0%Lis a vanity indeed to look after 
that which you can put in toyour Eye !it will not 
feed your affections, it will not ſatiate the Sow;it 
will not quiet theConſcienc:Othat men ſhould ad- 
venture their all for that which will not fatisfie ! 
Thirdly, They are fading things in their Na- 
ture : not only uncertain, and liable to remove 
inthe eveat, but they are dying in their Nature; 
Corruptible riches : Your Houles, Lands, what- 
ever your greedy Eye covets, are but rotten 
things: Your Garments are liable to the Moth, 
and your Gold and Silver Subject to Ruſt, Fm. 
5. 2, 3- Ah poor treaſure indeed! Which ruſt 
aid Moth conſume, reſt thar ſtrengthens other 
Creatures eats out th<ſe; Houſes, Lands, Gold 
and Jewels, are ſubject to wearing away, Tem- 
pus teret omnia: Time will wear them out: 
Hence C:rijt adviles his Diſciples to provide 
bags which wax not old, a treaſure in Heaven, 
which faileth not, Luk. 12. 33. Implying that 
all the treaſures of this world are not fo - If men 
lay them up in bags, the bags will wax old, and 
ime 
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time will rot them; Thieves can approach to 
theſe treaſures, and Moth, and Ruſt can eat 
them out : *'Tisa pretty ſimile one hath of it, 
who compares the Riches of the world to hail- 
ſtones, rn2r when they fall upon a tyl'd Houſe, 
make a railing noiſe for the preſent, but by 
and by flide down, and melt away to nothing. 
Fourthly, The treaſures of this world are en- 
fraving treaſures; they bring their owners into 
bondage : as one ſays ; Ducendo vincimur,vincerdo 
ducimur : By their cunning allurements they overcome 
us,and overcoming us;they lead nsCaptive : They hrſt 
allure the hearr, and then enttrall the h-arr : 
They bring men into the worſt bondage of any, 
for they bring them into a willing bondage 
Earthly men are not only lcd Captive by the 
world at Satans will, but are enſlaved by 
th-ir own will ; they conſent to be bound : Earth- 
ly men do with Eſau, iwap a bargain for 
the things of the world; they conſent ro Jet go, 
their birthright for a meſs of pottage; they give 
up their birthright to their lateriours, and 'Con- 
ſent to hecome a ſlave to their own Servants : 
That word of the Wiſeman is never more true, 
Eccl. 10. 7. then when men are led Captive by 
the love of this world : I have ſeen Servants upon 
Horſes,and Princes walking asServants upon the Earth. 
Neverdid/ſrael do greater drudgery inEzypr,then 
Carnal, Earthly men do tothe world: It makes 
them riſe early, ſit up late, and eat the bread of 
ſorrows, and all for a few ſhaddows, Pſ. 127.2. 
Earthly men, (lays one) are like Beaſts that are ſet 
to draw in the Devils Teams, who draw ſin with 
Cart-ropes, and Iniquity with Cords of Vanity : Iſa. 
5-2. Peccata facile veniunt, ſed fortwter ligant. 
Bb 3 Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, The riches of this world are enſnar. 


ing t00. 1 Tim. 6. 9. They that will be rich fad | 


into Temptations and Snares . The word myide ſig. 
nifies ſuch ſnares as perſons uſe ro take Birds 
and Beaſts with, and 9:vw to faiten down to 
the ground as nets are that take bealts; 
So Earthiyminded mzn the Devil ſtakes them 
down to the ground : They are held fat in the 
cords of their own iniquity, Pro. 5. 22. What a 
ſnare was Balack's Gold to Balaam's Covetous 
heart to draw him againſt his Iight, convictions 
and a Divine charge. The Bay prov*d a fatal 
charm to covetous Fudas, it lead him to the 
Halter - The things of the world prov'd a fad 
ſnace to Demas, and led him off trom ail his pro- 
feſſion : Earthly things are like twigs that are 
in Bird-!ime, that hold faſt thoſe filly Souls that 
come at them,that they have no mind nor power 
Jo leave them : O they are fad ſnares indeed. 
Sixthly, Earthly riches are defiling too : The 
Apoſtle calls riches filthy Incre, 1 Per. 5. 2. Not 
for filthy lucre © 419gou, (Sus Obſcene gain as the 
word implies, filthy, unbecoming, undecent : 
O 'tis diſhoneſt gain indeed; which ends in | 
the loſs of the Soul ! Such men are the greateſt 
Couzeners in the world, that cheat themſelves, 
and looſe their Souls for ſublunary treaſures : 
The Riches of this world defile the Conſciences 
of thoſe that loye them; the Apoſtle calls them 
the pollutions of the world, 2 Pet. 2. 20. ?Tis 
conſiderable that the Pſalmiſt doth uſe the word, 
Pſa. 52. 7- to figniſie both riches and unrighte- 
ouſneis : Lo this is the man that made not God his 
frength, but truſted in the abundance of his now 
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{ that riches prove occaſions of much evil, hurt, 


and filthineſs ro them that have them. 

Seventhly, Frey are accountable Riches, Ta 
lents that muſt be reckoned for, Math. 25. 19. 
Alter a long time, the Lord of that Servant cometh 
and reckeaneth witb him. All Earthly intereſts are 
truſts committed to the fidelity of thoſe that have 
them, and they muſt give an account for them, 
Luke 16. 2. Give an account of thy Stewardſhip for 
thou muſt be no longer Steward | 9tzvoueiv )A1l thy un- 
due purſuits of the World ;, thy inordinate love 
toit, thy unjuſt ingroſſings of it to thy (cIf, 
thy penurious witkolding it, from thofe 
diſtributions God hath required muſt ſhortly be 
reckoned for. Oixoroy@- ah %in©- an houle 
114:iv, thoſe things which Families ule. 

Eighthly, They are afflicting 1ich2s - They car- 
ry more trouble then comfort with them, 1Tim. 
6. 10. For the love of money us the root of all evil, 
which while Some coveted after —pierce themſclucs 
through with many ſorrows : They run themlelves 
through. So Beza: They ſtab themſelves all 0- 


{ ver from Head to Foot with darts; So the ward 


imports. O how greatare thoſe anxieties, and 
troubles the riches of this world-breed for thoſe 
that have them ! they be troubleſome things; 
They cauſe a great deal of pains to get them : 
a great deal of care to keep them; Aa preat 
deal of fear to looſe them; And a great 
deal of trouble when they are gone : Chriſt 
compares the love of the world to Thorns, Mat. 
14-7- Compar'd with vey. 22. Becauſe they 
prick and ſcratch the Conſciences, as well as 
caoak the word - ,O the many wounds they will 
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ſee in them one day that love the world inordi. 
natzly : Whence Gregory hath this upon ir : Lee 
rich men take heed how they handle Thorns, leaf 
they prick them. 

Ninthly, They are damnifying riches, and 
bring a great deal of loſs with th:m: A man 
can hardly come by much of the wor id, without 
a ſenſible detriment: They occaſion the loſs of 
a great deal of rime that ſhould be uicd about 
their precious Souls : The loſs of precious 
peace ; O what trouble, what carking, fretting, 
rending cares have men about th-ſe Riches! 
They looſe their natural peace many times, and 
loſe their Soul quietne!s: The cares of this 
world breed a greatdeal of guilt : Then there's 
aloſs of purity too; they ſully thy Soul, dirt 
thy Conſcience : beſpatter thy AfﬀeCtions : Ma- 
ny a hopefnl Soul is corrupted by them to fall 
from their ſeeming vertue and moral excellen- 
Cies; as the young man in the Goſpel, Judas 
Arnnanias, and Demas. Earthlimindedneſs like 
the Fiie in a Box of Oyntment ſpoil mens natu- 
ral and moral Vertues : They occaſion the loſs 
of many priviledges; the love of the world robs 
Sou's of great advantages, ſuch cannot wait-on 
God many times in ſecret duties, family duties, 
publick duties; they have a Farm, and Oren, 
and Merchandiſe to look after, and therefore 
cannot come. Nay, they that will he rich de- 
prive themſelves of the profit of thoſe privi- 
ledges they doerjoy : The Love of the world 
takes cff the good of the word, whiles itis 
preached tothem, Math. 1 z. 22. The thingsof 
the world damp mens affeCtions to Chriſt, and 
v heaven- 
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heavenly things ; they ſtifle mens Conſciences - 
It duls and biunts the edge of the Sword of the 
Goſpe!, and makes it rebound back again, when 
it fals upon the rocky heart, hardned with the 
love of the World : O they are damnifiing things: 
And at laſt they will ſet you hard, but they will 
lole your Souls, and then you have made a cur- 
ſed bargain indeed, when you have loſt your 
Souls. 

Laſtlv, They are dangerous and too often 
damning things; they are dangerous for they 
keep the Soul from Chriſt: As che young man 
in the Goſpel, he came to the very lait ſtzp,and 
yet there he ſtayed, hecould not part withall tor 
Chriſt that broke thzbargain Mar. 19.22. He wert 
away ſorrowful for he had great poſſeſſions: The love 
of the World ſtood in the way of his receiving 
Chriſt 5 Thorns are the ſhelter for Serpents 
and riches for many luſts, enar drown men in 
perdition aud deſtruttion .1. Tim. 6. 9. The 
word in the original ſignifies a plunging over 
head and ears -in ruine, funk tothe bottom, 
as one that hath a great weight upon him: One 
compares rich men to a Pine Tree of which 1 1s 
ſaid, that ifthe bark be placktoff it will laſt long, 
but while that abides it rots: riches are as a deep 
pit, into which men eaſily get, bnt hardly ger 
out, and therefore Chriſt faies. itis eaſier for 
a Camell to go through the eye of a needle 
then for arich man to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Marth. 1g. 24. 

The things of the World har up the way to 
Heaven, and open the way to Hell, and hatten 
the Soul with a vengeance to deſtruction ; They 
are 


: 
; 
: 
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are like the Devils ſleep-drench, that caſts Souls 
into a deep trance, and till they come to the 
end of their lives they never awake, and then 
they awake with a vengeance : That's the firſt, 
Conſider what the things of the world are, and 
they are fools indeed that purſue them with the 
neglect of Chriſt. 

Secondly, Conſider the different terms on 
which they are to be had, and it will appear to 
be folly for men todeſert Heavenly things, and 
chuſe Earthly : If you wonld have the World, 
it will coſt you a great dcal of ſorrow, trouble, 
and pains, you muſt rug hard ; Adam being 
turn'd out of Paradiſe muſt work in the ſweat of 
his brows for. his bread. Gen. 3. 10. But 
Heavenly Treaſures is to be received by 
believing z They come by gift. It is but 
to come and take it and receive it. 1/a. 55. 1, 2, 

Thirdly Conſider the caſualty that attends 
the perſuit of theſe Earthly things. A great 
deal of caſualty whether you may have them 
or no; and a great deal of hazard that attends 
them : The Marchantengages in dangerous voy- 
ages, andafrer all, is not ſure to bring home 
any trealure. Eccles. 5. 14. Theſe Riches periſh 
by evil travel : Suppoſe they are obtained, they 
{ometimes are waſted aſloon as won; and he that 
thinks he hath enough for many years, many 
times leaves nothing behind him : Many toy], 
and tug, eat out their bowels, and ſpend their 
days for that which they cannot obtain ; how 
many labour to be gch, and yet dye Poor : 

Riches make themſelves wings and file away.Pro.2 3.5 


Fourthly,-Such as purſne Eartily things with - 


the neglect of Chriſt, contract much guilt upon 
their 


dS MO M4 — mm _ —_— 


F the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 379 


their own Souls; they violate the whole Law of 
God; for the whole Law contains ſupream love 
to God : Love (faies the Apoitie} is the fulfilling 
of the Law Rom. 13. 10. Ard upon this Com- 
mand. ment (faies Cariit) bangs all the Law, and 
the Prophets : Math. 22. 40 Upon lupream love 
to God, and equal iove to our neighbour, asto 
our ſeives : Thereſore ſuch as purſue Earthly 
things, and love the World more then God, 
they break the whole Law of God. 1 Foh.2. 15. 
Yea they violate and break the commands of 
gracealſo: It makes men falſe to all their en- 
gagments, aud promiſes; and to all their civil 
truſts: O what horrid wickedneſs will not rhe 
love of this World put men upon ! therefore 
ſuch contract foul guilt upon' their Souls: And 
this ſhews their folly. 
So much for the uſe of Information. 


———  — 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


Containing, an uſe of reprehenſ;on to ſeveral 
forts of Perſons with conſolation to all ſound 
Believers, 


F there be ſuch vaſt and glorious Treaſures 
in the Lord JeſusChriſt, opened and tende- 
red in the Goſpel. Then this reprooves ſuch as 
have or profeſs to have an intereſt in theſe vaſt 
and boundleſs Treaſures, and yet are ſo little 
affcCted with them, and haye a low eſtimation 


| of them; O ſad indeed! That the choiceſt ſub. 


ſtance 
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ſtance that ever was ; boundleſs treaſure, ſhould 
be eſteemed no more then periſhing traſh. ?Tig 
a lamentable thing indeed to ſee how moſt Pro- 
feſſors value periſhing treaſures ſo mich, and 
Jeſus Chriſt fo little : Did perſons prize thoſe 
Heayenly Treaſures , they would have a leſſe 
eſteem of Earthly ; they would be more reſtleſs 
till they ſaw their latereſt in them : Purſue more 
after them ; be at more pains and coſt to ſecure 
them : Be more inthe commendation of them, 
and highly eſteem thole that have them. 
Secondly, It reproves thoſe that have or ſeem 


to have aticle to this glorious Treaſure, and yet | 


are not contented with it: O Souls, will a few 


handfuls of duſt pleaſe you, and will not a King- | 


dom, Crown, and Glory ? Will a litrle Cot. 
Lage in the world take up your delight, and 
will not a Manſion and dwellipg-place in Hea- 
ven fatisfie you? O Believer, hath God made 
over himſelf, Father, Son, and Spirit to be thine 
eternal Treaſure, and is not he rich enough to 
fill all thy heart, and all thy defires? fit down 
and conſider how groundleis are all thy mour- 
nings, how unreaſonable are ail thy frettings and 
dilcontent, who canſt ſay of Heaven, This « 
mine z and of God, and Chriſt, He is mine. 
Thirdly, It reproves thoſethat have or ſeem 
to have a Title to thoſe treaſures, and yet look 
after others treaſures, and eagerly purſue a por- 
tion in this World. O uncxcuſable! Like Di 
nab they wander after the things of this World, 
as ſhe did afrer the people of the Land, tHll they 
deflower their Souls : O Chriſtians, have you 
choſen God, and will you back to tie World 
again? 
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z2ain ? Hath God deliver'd you from this pre- 
ſent World, and will you yield up your ſelvesto 
it again ! Hath grace opened your Priſon Doors, 
and will you enter in again ? Have you taſted 
God tobe gracious,and yet long after the world- 
lings bottle, co drink of theſe Waters of Ma- 
14h ? O unreaſonable Souls : How unſutable is 
this to your ſtate and condition ! if you are 
Saints indeed you are not of this World, Foh. 
15- i9. Are you the Citizens of Heaven, Eph. 
2. 19. And would Saints and Angels ſo dig after 


4 the World if they come down from Heaven ? 


4 


Tis contrary to your promiſes and engagements. 
[You go againſt your conviCtions, and experien- 
| ces, and by your inordinate love to, and purſuit 
ofthe World you are Enemies to God your own 
and others Souls. 

Fourthly, This reproves thoſe of the People 
of God, who have an intereſt in theſe vaſt Trea- 
ſures of Chriſt, and yet are miſerably poor in 
their own Souls : Many complain Times be hard, 
Eſtates waſt, Trades decay, but the greateſt Po. 
rerty lies in Spiriruals - Faith, Love, Humility, 
ſlfe denyal, Mortifiedneſs to the World, per. 
ſons are deſtitute of theſe things chiefly; little 
grace laid out, little grace laid up : Few wor- 
kings of Spirit in duty, and few works of grace 
in Mens lives; this argues wonderful Poverty 
in mens Souls : *Tis not Poverty 1n Spirit, bug 
poverty in Spirituals, Profeſſours are ſo guilty 
of this day ; few acts of Piety towards God, few 
works of charity towards Men : How lean, and 
lfavoured are moſt under the Goſpel : Many 
are learning, and never come to the kuowled ge | 
© 
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of the truth; a ſtrange vail lyes yet upon the 
minds of many : Little right-kind of knowledge, 
few know the meaning of the Spirit, few are 
led into the myſteries of the Goſpel : Others 
profeſs themſelves wiſe, and tro kgpw God, but 
by works deny him, and their Poverty lies here, 
They are ful of notions, but empty of holineſs, 
Earthly and vain in their Spirit : Moſt mens Re- 
ligioathis day lies in the head , little-heart-god- 
lineſs, little life-holinels : Little love to God; 
and Saints : Little fruits brought forth for God, 


this ſhews the Poverty of the times we live in: / 


Again, the difficultneſs of maintaining Spiri- 


tual life; hard to get toa life of faith, and love; * 


hard to keep up hope, this comes from Soul Po. 
verty : Hard for Perſons to live from one Ordi- 
nance to another : Spiritual life decays , walts, 
languiſhes; *tis with roo many Profeſſours as it 
Is with ancient weak Perſons, that are grown 
ſo cold, Nature ſo decay'd, that they can hard- 
ly keep themſelves warm, longer then by the fire: 
So tis with manyChriſtians,no longer then under 


a warming Sermon, bat cold preſently ; nay 


*tis not ordinary Sermons will heat them: The 
richeſt feedings, the choiceſt Cordials, ſcarce 
keep up faith, love, and delight in God one 
moment, and are not theſe poor men ? Cor- 
ruptions grow, a light, vain, Earthy, frothy: 
Spirit abounds; but meekneſs, ſavourineſs, hu- 
mility, gravity, livelyneſs decays:Little ſtrength 
for duty, hard to hear, pray, or to manage one 
duty aright ; little Spirit and Truth in moſt du- 
ties, and ſervices : Unable to conflict with temp- 
tations, corruptions, oppoſitions : Hard to live 
up 


Fopens his Treaſures to you, but you ſhut yours 
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up to light, convictions, reſolutions : How do 
Souls make ſhipwrack of faith, and conſcience ! 
How eafily are they overcome by their hearts 
luſt, pride, paſlion, Earthyneſs preſently car- 
ries them aſide. Unable to bear the leaſt ſnf. 
ferings : The very ſhaking of the rod will drive 
ſome from duty - Perſons cannot yet digeſt dif- 
ficulties, and endurings for the Goſpels ſake: 
How ſoon are many worn out by the afflicti- 
ons, and perſecutions of this day : This deſerves 

ſharp reproof. 
Laſtly, It reproves thoſe who partake of 
thoſe riches of Chriſt, and yet are reſerved to 
s.: O how unlike are theſe to Chriſt ! He 


from others; he hands out his bounty to you, 
but you ſhut your eyes from others : His ſtreams 
make glad the City of God z your narrow heart- 
edneſs makes ſad the Sons of men: His bowels 
xe enlarged, yours ſttaitned ; Milk and Honey 
are under his tongue, emptineſs and vanity un- 
der yours ; his ſteps drop fatneſs, your hands 
cauſe leanneſs: O Chriſtians ! ſee your unſuta- 
bleneſs to Chriſt, and be aſhamed of your ſtrair- 
ned bowels, and ſhut hands, towards your poor 
Brethren, whether as to outward or ſpiritual 
ſupplies ! How few are the better for you in 
ſoul or body, whoſe lips bleſs God for your 
bounty ? Dewt. 14. 13. A cloſe-handed Profeſſor 
is a Paradox in nature, and differs from God 
and the whole Creation - The Lord is good 
and doth good : Jeſus Chriſt aſcended on high, 
and gives gifts to men, Eph. 4.8. He is always 
doing good. The Sun diffufeth freely of his 


light 
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light, and heat : The clouds drop fatneſs : The 
Farth brings forth her increaſe, the Trees yield 
their fruit, and when fit for the uſe of man, lets 
them fall into their boſomes ; the air communi. 
cates its refreſhing; the fire its heat, the Sea its 
ſtore, only man is ſelfiſh and with the unprofira- 
ble Servant hides his talent in a Napkin : Chri. 
ſtians be humbled for your non-contormity to 
Chriſt, and the little uſe you have mzde of your 
Talents, and graces for the good of thoſe you 
live with. 

Note That this uſe of Reprehenſion was more fully 
and largely compos*d by the Author, but the 
ſubſtance of it is contain'd in that excellent 
Treatiſe of the Author, call'd The Hater 
Trade ; ro which the Reader 18 refer” d. 


Third Uſe of Conſolation. 


lf there be ſuch unſearchable riches in Chriſt 
for his people: Then here's wonderful Comfort 
to thoſe that are in Chriſt; ſuch have caule ts 
rejoyce and beexceeding glad: For, "41 

Firſt, In your intereſt in Chriſt lies your right 
to all thoſe great and glorious treaſures of 
Chriſt : He that hath Chriſt, all that is Chriſt's 
Is his : All things are yours, and you are Chrifts, 
«nd Chriſti: Gods, 1 Cer. 3. 21. Such are Joynt- 
Heirs with Chriſt put down in the ſame ever- 
laſting Covenant - adopted to the ſame inheri- 
tance, Rom. 8. 27. They have a Title to all that 
Chriſt hath as Mediatour, and that by donation 
and purchaſe : A title that cannot be forfei 
nor waſted : A. Title to the whole neg 
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vf God. Ah Believer if .Chriſt be thine then 
'tis no preſumtion to lay claim to any thing thar 
is his: All that have been treated of him as God- 
Man Mediatour, his glorious endowments, his 
perſonal diipoſitions, and excellent perfeftions 
are all thine. x Cor. 1. 30- Is not this comfort 
indeed to believers, that have ſucha Beloved 
in Heaven, that is altogether lovely ? *Tis won- 
derful reviving when a Perſon can fee ſome ex- 
cellency he is related to beyond what is in him- 


—_—_ 
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felf-What comfort willa Mother take in a beauti- 
fulChild,thovgh her ſelf be deformed? What de- 
light will the faithful Wife take in the excellen- 
<Q her Husband, and glory in them as her 
ch pleaſure doth the Spoule take in the 
beauty of Chriſt. Crt. 5. 10. And reckons them 
as her comlineſs though ſhe was black. Carr. 1. 5: 
1 am black but comely : What conſolation is this 
to d'of God to be intitled to ſuch a glorious 
Jeſus ? Though thou art poor yet thy beloved is 
rich- + Though thou art unlovely he is fair, 
though thou art obſcure and vile, yet he is ho- 
nourable ; and his riches, beauty, and honour are 
thine z and thy reputation with G99, Saints, and 
Anpels-ſhall be in him, andas he is. Carr. 6. 10. 
Who is ſhe that looketh forth as the mornin», fuir as 
the Moon, clear as the Sun. The Lord Jeſus hath a 
high account of the Spouſzs beauty ; ſhe is bright, 
fair, clear, but it is as the Morning, or Mcon, 
who borrow their beauty from the Sun : Com- 
fort thy Heart, O drooping Believer, though 
thou canſt ſee no worth in thy ſelf, yet thou haſt 
enotigh iri Chriſt for thee. Again, what won- 
derful Comfort may a Child of God gather from 
feed Title to all the. purchaſe of Chriſt, his 
Gc Righ- 


386 The Beſt Treaſure, Or, 


Rightcouſneſs, Graves, Priviledg e,fure Cove- 
nant, and Salvation. when he can upon wat- 
rantable grounds 1ay claim to all this ? but ſo the 
Believer may, 1 Coy. 1. 30. 

Secoudly, The time is drawing near when 
they ſhall have a full polleflion of all choſe trea- 
jures of Chrift, Rev. 21. 7. He that overcometh 
ſhall inberit a things :- All thoſe great and glo- 
rious things promiled ſhall be his poſleſlion, God 
ſhall be all in all to him, 1 Cor. 15. 28. Every 
tittle of his word ſhall be fulfilled, chough Hea- 
ven and Earth paſs away, Math. 5. 13. Here Be- 
lievers are rich Heirs under age, which difter no- * 
thing from a Servant, Gal. 4. 1. but the day ha- | 
ſiens when their great Eſtate will fall intotheir 
hands, and they ſhall live upon it to all Eterni- 
ty ; the expeCtation of which is cauſe of com 
fort ; when veils ſhall be taken away, and thy 
ſoul ever with the Lord; when thy filthy Gar- 
meats ſhall be taken off, aud thy beautiful ray- 
ment far ever worn;when thou ſhalt live no more 
at {mall allowances of Grace, but receive it with- 
out meaſure; thy Table ſpread, thy Cup over: 
flow ; thy ſceding ſhali be no more an {ens- por- 
tions {rom thy Fathers Table, but ſhalt ſit dogn 

in bis preſence, and feaſt upon his falneſs to all 
Eteraity : Then ſhall all promiſes be turned into 
performances ; all hopes ſhall end in fruigion, 
and all deſires center indelights, then ſhall, parts 
be turned into perfetions, darkneſs intodelight, 
changes into immutabilities, fears into joyes 3 
viants into fulneſs ; abſence into preſence : 0 
bleiled Eternity ! When the Lord ſhall brin 
forth all bisTreaſures, open hisWard-robe, 
and pay off eycry ſaved Soul with an infinite gr; 
neſs 
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neſs as much as he can receive, or deſire to have, 
treaſures of love in God the Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit; rivers of jay in the preſence of God ; and fol: 
nels of grace_in conformity to God. Things 
which eye cannot ſee,nor ear hear, nor the heact 
of man conceive. 1 Cor. 2. 9. And is not a cer- 

ainty of theſe future treaſures ground criovgh 
far preſent comfort. 

Thirdly, from an intereſt in this rich Jeſus, 
here's comfort to Saints under all their preſent 
wants whether outward or inward : ln that. 

Firſt, There's enough in, Chriſt to (apply 
them : [n him dwells the fulneſs of the God-head, 


Ceb2. 9. Thy wants Bzliever are but finite, be 


theynever ſo great z but Chriſts fulnels is igh- 
nite : Thy neceſlities are the needs of a Creature, 
his abilicie is the power of a Creator - The 
Lord Jelus Chriſt can more eaſily ſupply thy 
need, then a whole Occan can fill one pitcher 3 
for betwixt theCreatures there is ſome proporti- 
on,but betwixt Gad and the Creature none ar al!. 

Secondly, As there is enough in Chrilt ro {ill 
all thy wants ; ſoall che fulneſs chat is in Chriſt 
1s thy own, Believer, laid up ia Chriſt for thee, 
made over to thee, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Deus mens 
emnia4 mea. And theretore mayeit boldly expect 
ſupplies according to the meaſure of Chriſt, 
I Cor. 12. 11. Dividing to every main ſeuirally as 
be will. Thou mayelt as boldly go to the treatury 


ofChriſt,asa man doth to his Puck for money,or 


to his Cupboard forBread,aud asa Chiid doth to 
his Father - for necefiacy ſupplies, /4@b.6.3 2: 

Laſtly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſtands engag- 
ed to ſee the wants of his people ſupplied, P/. 


-34- 20. T bey that fear the Lard ſhall want no good 
| Ce 2 


thing 
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thing, Phile4. 19. So that thou mayſt boldly ſay 
the Loyd is my helper, Heb. 13.6. Doſt thou 
want Food, Rayment, Health, &c. tor thy 
Body, ordoſt thou want Grace, Wildom), Faith, 
Love, Humility, Patience, Courage, Self-de- 
nial, Power over Corruptions, Succour under 
thy cemptations, victory over thy luſt; thou 
mayſt go to Chriſt withexpeCtations of all that 
God ſees beſt for thee : ſeeing there are ſuch 
treaſures of all Grace plac'd and entruſted in 
Ciriſt for thee. 

Fourthly, Comfort under all your loſles for 
Chriſt; ſurely if Chriſt be yours, and ſuch vaſt 
treaſures are in him, he will not ſee you-loſers 
for his ſake; he can and will ſave you barmleſs; 
nay,requite your expenſive love for him : all that 
ſtrevorh of affeftion, liberty, time, talents 
(Chriſtians) you lay out for him, ſhall be given 
in again : Jeſus Chriſt is that good Sam 
r:!tane, who hath paſt his word to repay again 
whatever is laid out for him, or upon his, at 
his bidding, Luke 10. 35- If a tender hearted 
Paul would take the offences of an Oneſimus on 
\ his account, Phslemon ver. 13. Much more will 
Chriſt cake the expences for himon his account 
and repay 4t a hundred fold'in this life, with 
Glory in that which is to come, Math. 19. 29. 

Laſtly, Comfort under all your reproaches 
for Chriſt : *Tis the lot of gracious Souls many 
times to be accounted vile, and the off- 
ſcouring of all things by the men of this world, 
1-Cor. 4. 13+ ſo ver. 10. We are Fools for Chriſts 
ſake, and deſpiſed: "Tis part of the Croſs of 
Chriſt to be reproach'd for his ſake, 1 Pet. 4-14. 
But here's Comfort in ſuch acaſe in the conlide- 
ration 
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ration of thoſe treaſur:s of Chriſt : Chriſtians, 
your relation to ſuch a Jeſus who is the Heir of 
glory will wipe off all your diſgrace: Think 
on that account you have wita Ged, and tle 
glory you ſhall ſhortly have in your own Coun- 
trey, and that will ballance all troubles oa the 
account of diſgrace for Chrilt. 


Or er  en——_ <> I 


CH AP. XXIX. 


Containing an uſe of Examination ; C hara- 
ers of ſuch as have an intereſt in Chri/t, 
and in all thoſe glorious treaſures. 


Hciſtians; you that have hopes of an Inte- 
reſt in theſe treaſures of Chriſt: clear up 

your title : Beſurc your claim be good : Reit 
not till you can have your evidences of Chriſt 
paſt diſpute, ro mak2 the matter plain 
and certain to you ; that you are Chriſts, and 
Chriſt is yours : Adventure not at all your hopes 
of ſuch great and.pglorious things upon uncer- 
tainties: if you tniſs and ſail in your propriety 


| tothis Eſtatz,yon are undone for ever: There's 


no repairing tic loſs of Chriſt waen you come to 
dye: All your after-wit cannot mend this bad 
bargain when time is palt : If you build upontiie 
ſand,rill the building time be over, you will ave 
an Erernitie to repent your folly:there?s no room 
ſor another adventure when the door of Heavcn 
is ſhut: If you have too carel-ſly, and ground- 
le!ly laid your hopes of Chriſt, and Glorie, aud 
enJ ſo are ſecure tillche time be paſt, you can 
+ = no 
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no more make tryal ofa better building: O how 
great will the fail of miſtaken hopes be at laſt; 
when the Hypoccite ſhall ſay too late, wo is me, 
I am deceived ! all my hopes for Heaven have 
Proved a Lye ; 1 did ſuppoſe my title was good, 
and others thought ſo too: I could tell of Ex- 
prriences, and drearnt of cloſing with Chriſt; 
[ have had my Convictions, Deſires, Taſtes, Af- 
fections, Parts, Privitedges, and high hopes of 
Glory: But alas, now 1 lee my building is upon 
the ſand; wo to me, all muſt dowa again! 1 
have run in vain, and now | muſt ſit down in 
ſorrow to all eternity. O lamentable ! when 
time is gone to come to ſucha paſs : And fare- 
ly this will be thy caſe whoever thon art that haſt 
not ſure grounds of thy intereſt in Chriſt : There- 
fore, Chriſtians, take not vp upon probable 
hopes, but put it out of doubt that Chriſt is 
yours, and this ſtate is yours. 

Queſt. But, ſaies the Soul, 1 confeſs it will be 
ſad and Aoleful to hear of theſe excellent trea., 
ſures, and miſs of all at laft : But how might 
I do to be ſatisfied tm this matter, to krow that 
Chriſt is mine, and his Riches mine? | 

For the reſolution of this Caſe I ſhall ſpeak to 

four things. | 

1. How and in what manner a title to Chriſt 

and thoſe glorious treaſures are to be obtained. 
© 2. Whothey are that do obtain them. 

3. What is requiſite towards the obtaining 

of them. | 

4. . What are the certain and ſpecifical fruits 

and cife&ts of tuci: an obtaining, 

1. How vr in what manner may the ſoul come to 

have « Right 'to Chriſt ? 
© Anſw. There ate three uſuol wiys by which 
| perſons 


— 


the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. 391 


perſons obtain a Title to athing: 2. By Birth 
2, By Purchaſe, 3. By Gif. 

Firſt, By Birth : On this a natural Relation is 
founded : A Child comes to have a right to his 
Fathers [nhericance by Birth. This way the Blel- 
ſing and Birth-right fell co the Firſt-born: 50 
Eſau had his Title to the Birth-right and Blel- 
fing could he have kept it, Ger. 27. 32. 50 Ma- 
raſſeb had a right to the Bleſſins, becauſe he was 
the Firſt-born, Gen. 48. 18. | 

Secondly, Another way of obtaining a Title 
to a thing is by Purchaſe : So ZFeremiah bought 
a Field, Fer. 32. 25, Thus men get a Title to 
Eſtates by Purchaſe, when they pare with a con- 
iiderable value for them. 

Thirdly, Another way of Right to a thing 
is þy Gift and Adoption - So Faccb came to an 
Eſtate in the Land of Goſhen, and oſeph to the 
Government of Egypr,and Moſes the Son-in-Law 
to Pharaob,by gift and Adoption : Theſe are the 
three uſual ways by which an intereſt is obtai- 
ned. By the firſt of theſe man can lay noclaim 
io an intereſt in Chriſt : By Birth we are 
Children of wrath, Epb. 2. 3. By Purchaſe man 
can never pet a claim to Chriſt : There's no 
buying this Pearl of price. Therefare a Title 
to Chriſt muſt come the laſt way, by Gift. Faln 
man having loſt his firſt Eſtate, with all right to 
life, and capacity to regain it, by fulſilling the 
terms in order to it, it muſt needs follow, that 
now if ever he obtain life again it muſt be on 
a gew account, even of Grace. The breach of 
the firſt Covenant forfeited all, and bound o- 
ver the Oftender to death and damnation, till 
which peralcy be removed (which loſt man 

Cc 4 could 
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could never do )there cannot poſlibly be any pur. 
chaſe made of new life and Salvation. Rom. 5. 12. 
Sin hath paſled over all men,andDearn by Sin for 
thatall Men have ſinned, and by this fall all pow- 
er of doing good is loſt. Rom, 7. 18. Sothat now 
of neccſlity there muſt he a change of the firſt 
term on which life was to be had, there being no 
poſlibility in loſt man to fulfill them, and if ever 
Salvation comes it muſt be by grace Eph. 2. 7. 
and gift : The new Covenant gives out all his 
mercies freely, Rev. 21. 7. There's no place for 
creature wo:ith and merit in order to Salvation 
under the Goſpel ; he that will be ſaved muſt ac- 
cept it as a gift : That's the firſt, the way of ob- 
taining, Chriſt : He is the Fathers gifr, and his 
own gifr. Gal. 2. 20. God gives Chriſt to whom 
he plcaſeth, not for any diſtinguiſhing worth in 
the Creature, but from the good plealure of his 
will. Eph. 1. 11. 

2. Who are they that obtain Chriſt, and Salvati- 
on by him? 

Anſw. It is they that come to, and receive 
Chrilit by Faith. Joh. 1. 12. To as many as recei- 
ved him to them gave he power to become the Sor:s of, 
God: Chriſt is offerd in the Gofpel by grace, 
and is received by faith,the acceptance as otter®d 
of God is that which intereits the Soul in him; 
This is called a comming to Chriſt, Mz. 11. 25. 
A letting Chriſt into the heart, Eph. 3. 17.A 
believing in him, 1 oh. 5: 10. He that belicwes . 
in the Sen of God hath the witneſs im himſelf : T hat 
is the witneſs of right to Chriſt and life. ver. 11. 
And this is the record God hath given us, Life Eter- 
all; and all this in his Son : For where a gift is 
freely tendred to all that will receive it, _ 
necds 
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needs nothing to make that Perſon fit for thac 
gift, bu: accepting the otter as tenderd to him: 
- Neither doth this acceptance make a Perſon wor- 
thy of the gifr, bur fulfils the terms in order to 
an Intereſt init : If a ſum of money be offered to 
a poor man, and ne 1s called to receive it, this 
receiving doth not merit it, but appropriate it:So 
that the Perions to whom Chriit is tender is to 
ſinners, to all {inners, to the ctefelt of Sinners, 
1 Tim. 1. 15. And to every one of them, Iſz. 55. 
1. oh. 7. 37. Andthe terms on which he is beld 
our is freely without money, and withour price, 
ind nothing is required to entitle them to this 
glorious gift, but ch-ir receiving It as tendred. 

3. Wh:t is neceſſary to the obtatnms of Chrift, and 
and ſo of the: clorionus Trenſures inhim ? Without 
which Perſons cannot, will not, come tohim ? 

Anſw. There are prerequiſites co the -ouls ob. 
taining of Chrttt: Though they do not merir 
Cariſt, yer are necellary to the receiving of 
him. 

Firit, That the Sinner he brought to ſee his abſo- 
lure need of Chriſt, and hiseverlaſting undone- 
neſs without him: This courle the Spirit of God 
took with L1odicea. Rev. 3. 17. And with thoſe 
Jews, As 2. 2;, 36, Opens to them their curied 
damning Sin,and wretched itate by reaſon of fin, 
that their hearts might be pricked and wound ed. 
Sothe Jaylour was this way prepared for Chriſt. 
Atts 16. 30. He was made to ſ[ce his doleful ftate. 
ThustheLaw is5chool-Maſter to bring toChriſt, 
Gal 3. 24. To beat and wound the {inner that 
he may ſee his need of a healing Jeſus : Thus the 
Spirit is promiled to convince the World of fin, 
Righteouſneſs, and Judgment. 7ob. 16. 8. = 
©) 
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ſo did God deal with the unconverted under the 
' Goſpel. 1 Cor. 14. 25, 

Seeondly, Another requiſit to the Souls per. 
ting this title to Chrift is this, that there he a 
knowledpe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; his ſurable. 
neſs and tnficiency to ſave, his grace, and rea! 
willingneſs to heal,and cure all that cometo him, 
Heb. 11.6. hence, Eternal Life is faid to lie in the 
knowledge of Chriſt, Foh. 17. 3. that is, in the 
knowledge of his ſufhiciencie, and willingneſs to 
ſave : therefore when Paul came to obtain Chriſt 
inorder toit, ſays he : It pleaſed God to reveal his 
Soninme,Gal.1.15,16. True faith carries know. 
ledge with it: Faith is not hoodwinkt and 
blind, but hath his diſcerning: By faith we 
come to underſtand: hence the Goſpel is to 
be preached to every Creature ; what is the 
Goſpel but the opening of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
ſufficiencie, and willingneſs to ſave ſinners; 
while perſons, lie in a ſtate of ignorance, they 
cannot come to have a true title to Jefus 
Chriſt. 

Thirdly, Tis neceſlary that the Soul ſee the 
worth and exccllency of Chriſt to ſatisfie : That 
were there no Heaven at the end; yet Chrilt 
himſelf were Heaven enough : So Paul ſaw an 
excellencie in Chriſt, Phl.3. 8. And the Apo- 
{tles alſo, Foh. 1. 14. The Soul that comes to 
Chriſt, muſt fee him to be the chiefeſt of ten 
thouſand ; the onely defirable.one, none in Hea- 
ven but Chriſt,and none in Earth in compariſon 
of him, Pſa. 73- 25, He that only eyes Salyation 
incomming to Chriſt,takes him upon neceſſity, 
not upon choice. 

Fourthly, Another requiſite to this comming 
to 
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to Chrift is that the Son! bz bronght to. a real 
and actnal wiltigneſs to part with all for him ; 
yea, to a throwing all over hoard to take him 
in, Phil. 3. 8. For whom Thave ſuffered the loſs of 
all things, and do count them dnng to win Chriſi. Tt 
was no ſmall ſim theſe Converts parted with be- 
fore they could cloſe with Chriſt, As. rg. 19. 
They brought their Books, and burned them, and 
counted the price, and found it fifty thouſand pieces 
of Silver , which amounts in our money, to one 
thovfand, five hundred, ſxty and ewo ponnds, 
and ten ſhillings : hence ?tis ſaid, That he thar 
will be ſaved muſt plock ont his right Eye, and 
cut off bis right Hand  Marh. 5. 29, 30 And the 
want of which made the Young man go away 
from Chriſt ſorrowful. 

Fifrhly, In order to a clofing wigh Chriſt *tis 
necellary that the Soul ſec an utter poverty,and 
inability in bimfelfever to come to Chriſt with- 
out Chriſt : Draw me, and we will run after thee, 
Gant. 1. 4- No man cometh to me ( ſays Chriſt) 
except the Father, which ſent me,, dr aw him, Fob. 6. 
4.4. They muſt ſee themſelves poor, that come 
tor ſatisfaction in Chriſt, 7fa. 41. 17. Thou 
muſt deny thy own Abilities, and Rigteouſneſs, 
and fee thy elf utterly unable, fo much as to 
look to Chriſt, gill he give an Eye, Agath. 11: 5- 

Laſtly,The Soul muſt be. brought to cloſe with 
all the terms of the Goſpel propos'd to him, and 
made heartily willing to take Chriſt on his own 
conditions, Math.1 6.14. A perſon is never fit for 
Chrift cill he can give him a blank, and bid him 
write his ow: germs, unſeignedly ſaying, Lord 
command me aay thing; I ſtick at. no propoſals, 
{ol may be thine, he that would fain beat down 

the 
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the bargain ſhall never have Chriſt, 1ſa. 44. 5. 
now to ſuch a reception of Chriſt *tis needful 
that things be plainly - opened, and all the 
demands of Chriſt be known, and conſidered, 
Luk. 14. 28, Sothatthere may be a known and 
hearty conſent to Chriſt, and a full compliance 
with all his co:iditions. 

4+ What are the certain fruits, and effeits of the 
Souls obtaining Chriſt ? 

Anſ. Firit, That Soul that hath an intereſt in 
Chriſt is a new Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. If any man 
ben Chriſt heis a new Creature ; . old things are paſt 
away, all things are become new. 0 As the Lord 
Chriſt when he was crucif?d, was laid in a new 
Tomb ; ſo when he is received he mult be lodg- 
ed ina new heart: In redemption work all things 
are new : there's a new Covenant, Hb.8.8.A new 
Mediatour;the firſt Covenanthad none, Heb.g. 1 5. 
Souls are now brought into a new ſtate, of newand 
glorious Priviledges: They were dead, but now 
are made alive, Eph.2.1. There's a new aw alſo, 
theLaw of the Goipel,called theLaw of the Spiric 
of life, Rom. 8.2. Therefore ®tis neceſlarie that the 
Soul be renewed alſo; this is promis'd under the 
Goſpel, 1/a.65. 17. Behold | create new Heavens, 
and a newEarth wherein dwellethRighteouſnels, 
ſo 2 Pet.3.1 ;. there will be a wonderful change 
wrought in that Perſon above what fleſh and 
blood can do, an inward change anew heart,and 
a new Spirit, Ezek. 36. 26. new deſires, P/.63.1. 
Before the Soul did long after the world, plea- 
ſures, vanities ; but now, My Soml breaks for the 
longing it hath to thy Fudgments at all times, Pſ. 119. 
20. Pſ. 42.1,2. New affections to God, Pſ.1 16.1. 
new love to Chrilt, 1 Cor. 16,22. new love to the 
Law 
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Law of God, Pſ. 119.97, 127.new love to the peo- 
ple of God, 17-h.3.14.new love to the name and 
glory ofGod, Pſ 26.12.Pſa-145.15.new affections 
tor the Croſs of Chriſt, and reproach for his 
name, Gal. 2. 14. Heb. 11. 26. a new will to 
loath ſin and cleave to God and Holineſs, - Row. 
7. 19 Aft. 11.23. a new Conſcience, Heb.10.27. 
2Tim-1.3-and they havea new Conveſation;Rom: 
6. 4. Eph. 2. 10. Phil. 1.27. They will - walk in 
newnels of the Spirit, Rom. 6. 4: They are crea- 
ted/to good works to walk ifl them, Eph.2.10. 
At lealt, they. deſign it,though they fall ſhort of 
it. Thus a Soul that is come to Chriſt is a new 
Creature, That Soul that hath no renewings in 
him,that hath the ſame Spirit, defires, affections, 
will, conſcience, that ever he. had, cannot prove 
his intereſt in Chriſt. 2 
Secondly,That Soul that. hath received Chriſt 
hath received the Spirit of Chriſt, Rom.8.9. If a- 
ny man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt,he is none of his, 
1 Cor. 12.13. for by one Spirit we are all baptiz?d in- 
to one Body.None can receive the Son, but he muſt 
have the Spirit too ; for Chriſt is not divided - 
He that hathChriſt,hath theFather and theSpirit, 
for theſe three are one. Now a Soul that hath the 
Spirit of Chriſt may know ir by the effeCts. of it : 
The Spirit of Chriſt is a quickening Spirit, it be- 
gets a principle of Life: Tae Soul that was 
dead to God, and holineſs; now hath a new life, 
a heart to move after God 5::it.-works fram other 
motives, even from love ta/God-: Doſt thou find 
thy heart always dead to every att of Grace ? 
No heart to pray,hear,&c- and is this habitual ? 
O then here's no fruit of Chriſts Spirit. 
- The Spirit of Chriſt is a fin-oppoling ſpirit, al- 
ways 
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ways quarrelling with Luſty always convincing, 
troubling, humbling the Soul for fig, Gal. 5. 17. 
T4-2.11,12.1t gives no peaceable poſleſſion toir, 
but always oppoſes it as fire doth water : Where 
the Spirit of Chriſt is, *cis a leading guiding Spi- 
rit, Rom. 8. 14. Chriſtians,what is it leads you ? 
Isit your own Spirits ? if you have received the 
Spirit of God; you may know it by thoſeScripture 
ways it takes to put you upon duty : | ſuch a oge 
is convinced by the word, and perſwaded, and 
help'd by the word to this and the other duty. 
Again, The Spirix of Chriſt is a prayiag Spirit: 
A Soul that is in Chriſt cannot live without pray- 
er;zthough no eye ſee it,and no good come by it, 
yet he cannot omit ſecret prayer, Zach. 12. 10. 
Rom. 8.15. "Tis nat enlargement of affeCtions, 
parts,abilities,and expreſſions in prayer ; but the 
inditings of the Spirit; inward breathings., ſighs 
and groans of ghe Spirit : A man may pray like a 
Saint,oranAngel,and yet not have a jot of theSpi- 
rit of prayer : but it is the encouragement olthe 
Spizit to wreſtle withGod byChriſt ; the inward 
ſuggeſtions of kope,when aSoul can go toGodas 
toa Father, when the very heart goes out to God 
in prayer, and when prayer is wing'd with Faigh 
and Love: Theſe are the effects of a Spirit of 
prayer,and the fruit of aSouls reception of Chriſt. 
Thirdly, They that have obtain'd an intereſt in 
Chriſt,have crucified the fleſh with the luſts there 
of,Gal.:5-24.They;and only they that are inChcifſt 
have crucified the fleſh;that is,the body of death, 
original ſin: The general Nature offin ; the uni 
verſal extents of fin;come under the workings of 
thus Crucifxtion - O try Souls; hath the 'Axe 
been ever laid to the root of fin ? Haye you oo 
: oun 
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fougd felling ſtroaks upon the bodie of your 
Corruptions,are you bapriz'd into the death of 
Chriſt,and as he died for fin, ſodo you die to lin; 
and by vertue of his death, and wounds, do you 
fetch power,and ſtrength fromhim to crucifie it? 


There's a difference between the curbing 3 and 


the crucifying of ſin: ſin may be cbain'd up, im- 
priſon'd, and not crucified : Hypocrites {hat are 
under a ſeeming change, do reſtrain, and confine 
fin ; yea they may puniſh ſin, but do nat crucikie ic: 
The crucifying of ſin is the giving is a deadly 
mortal wound;fetcl'd from the bload,and deat!: 

Chriſt ; Faith fetches vertue from the Grave 
of Chriſt,to deſtray the power of ſin, .nothing 
fo mortally ſtabs this Leviathan as a beheving re- 
flectiqon our propriety in Chriſts Cruciſixtion, 
and a [aying hold on promiſes by Faith in order 
to the applicetion of the benefit of a crucified 
Chriſt, Ram. 6. 4, G6. Onr 014 an is crucified with 
bin: The putting our luſts into the ſidegwounds, 
and grave of Chriſt; A levelling the Ax to the bo- 
dy of fin, doth ſtrange work to the crucifying of 
it, Trie then'are your corruptions, Fride,Paſltons, 
Earthlineſs as ſtrang as ever? deceive not your 
ſelves,thiswill never aſlure-your intcreſt inChriſt 


fillfia be deſtroyed : *cis truc, when the wound is 


given,ſin doth not immeGiately dic,Lut the bee 
offin is dying, and the believing Soul finds his 


-corruptions bath leſs ſtrength cvery day; as a 


man that loſeth his blood weakens: more and 
more ; ſo a Saul that crucilizs Lult, finds it to 
weaken day by day. 

Fourthly, A norther citeCt of 2 Souls unicn with 
Chriſt is this : There will be ſome reſemblance of 
Chriſt. 1 Joh. 4. 17. As bs is ſo ere wein this 

Wot [d. 
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World. As Chriſt was Crucified in the fleſh, ſo are 
his Crucified to the fleſh : And as Chriſt was 
riſen and'juſtified in the Spirit, ſo are they ſanCti: 
fied by the Spirir, and have the nature, and [mage 
ofChriſt:Hence we are ſaid to be made conforma. 
ble to the Image of his Son. Row. 8. 29. They that 
are Chriſt's are in ſoine meaſure. of truth like 
him. 1 oh. 3. 3. They have ſomething of Chriſt's 
Nature, and Spirit ; Let the ſame mins be in you 
that ws in Chriſt Jeſus. Phil. 2. 5. Chriſt*s mind 
was of irom, and above'the World; and herein 
lies as great an evidence of intereſt in Chriſt as 
in any thing, that Soul is dead to, and wonderfu}- 
Iy looſe from the World. Gal. 6. 1,4. Chriſt's 
mind was heavenly, he ſavour'd the things above, 
his meat, and drink was to do his Fathers will, 

If you are Chriſt's you will be of the ſame mind ; 
nothing in the World will ſo much delight you as 

ro. do ſomething for God: Chriſt's mind was hea- 

venly,to do his work, and haſten home; and if you 
are Chriſt's this will be your mind to diſpatch 

your work. and haſten home. Chriſt was full of 

mercy.'humility, meekneſs : If you are intereſted 

in-Chriſt, ſo it will be with yon. 

Laſtly, They that are intereſted” in Chriſt, do intereſt 
Chriſt in themſelves, and in all that is theirs, 2 Cor. 8.5. 
They firſt gave themſelves to the Lord : Such do devote, and 
make over themſelves, and all to Chri,and glad they have 
any intereſt, parts, capacities, that Chriſt will accept of ; 
they cannot keep back a part z no, were it a thouſand times 
dearer, Chrift ſhall have all,Can, 6.3. 1 am my Beloveas, and 
my Beloved is mine: The keeping back of part loſt Ananias, 
and Saphira;they were undone,and damned for ever, 4.5. 
Tf Chriſt be yours ; you will entitle him te all. you are and 
have. And thus arewe come to a Concluſion in this matter : 
That Soul t hat can come to ſea] to thoſe things, is a happy 
Sou] : O blefled Seu! indeed ! Then mavſt thou boldly fay, 
1he Lord is my helper 3 God, Chriſt, the Spirit, the Pro- 
miles,the Kingdom,and glory is mine. Thus much for the uſe 
of Examination. | C HAD: 
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an ne Ma ſort of men, Worſhippers of Devils, 
you were wild .Qlives, Enemies to God in your 
minds,Col. 1. 2 t. hateful, and hateing one another, 
Tee. 34,3» wi þ in_your blood to- the loathing of 
your perſons, Ezek, 16. 4, 5, 6. dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins, wretched, miſerable, poor, blind, naked, 
Rev. 3, 17» Children of Wrath, heirs of Hell, born 
#0'Wyath, Epb.:2 «1, 2, 3+ under the Gurſe and 
Condemnation of. the whole Law,, Gal. 3. 10. 3? 
erin ſtate! Obnoxious to Death, liable to 
everlaſting Deſtruction, every moment, no guard 
about you, open. to Devils, liable tu the pourings 
pf divine. Fury ur), and the openings of the deep 
_ ures of ipfinite Vengeance, to have no ſecuri- 
ron the. greateſt Evils, nor capacity ever to.be 
Feliverd out of z obnoxious every minute to 
a fearful looking of a bery Wrath and Indignation, 
which ſhall devour the Adverſary, Heb. 10. 27. 
This, was once your ſtate Believers, you were ſiub- 
ble, ready for everlaſting Burnings,. Fuel for that 
ire that can never be quenched, and Food for the 
orm that never dycth, O! ſad caſe indecd, and 
was not freedom and deliverance from ſuch a ſtate, 
a Mercy worth your higheſt Thanks?; Had you but 
lookt into the place of Torment, and dipt your 
Finger-into that lake of Fire and Brimſtone, you 
wauld have wonder'dat Redemption-mercy, and 
adorcd that Grace of God that pluckt you out of 
it: and is not your acknowledgment of preventing 


Grace, as dne now as it would have: been to an. 


aQual deliverance out of theſe Mileries ? 
Secondly, Conſider what you are by Grace, if 
you. are xclated to Chriſt, you are brands pluckt 
out of the Fire, Zach. 3. 2. Bond-ſlaves —_— 
rom 
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from the Pit, Zach. 9. 11. Condemned Wretches 
fav'd from Wrath tocome, 1 Thef. 1. 10, [Tranfla- 
ted from-Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan into the Kindgdom of God, As 26.18, 
Col. 1. 13. Made Sons and Daughters to God; calt- 
ed to his Kingdom and Glory, 1 Theſ. 2. 12.Gal. 
4. 6, Crown'd and inveſted with a Right:to: his 
Preſence and molt glorious Priviledges, Eph.'2.28; 
19. Under the Eye of God, under- divine Care 
intinite Grace is an Undertaker for you, 1 Pet. 5.7. 
O glorious State! Conſider further, how you-lye 
upon the Heart of God, as a Seal and Signet there; 
Cant. 8, 6, Reckoned amongſt his Jewels account- 
ed: his peculiar Treaſure, Exod. 19.5. Mal.'3.27- 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 
Col. 1. 12, Sitting in heavenlyplaces in ChriſtJe- 
{us, made Veſſels, titted for Mercy, fill'd with Mer- 


cy, devoted to Mercy, Rom. 9. 23. And Heirs of 


Glory, Fam. 2. 5. O wonderful, wonderful. Grace3 
this is matter of Praiſes toGod to all Eternity : Time 
would fail to rcad over your Inventory, and to'look 
through your Trcaſury, *tis Work for an Eternity 
to do: O believe:what youcannot ſee, and admire 
what you cannot know, and fiudy out what you yet 
underſtand not of your bleſſed fikte; both privative- 
ly, and politively confider'd, and when you have 
found out a little of your Happineſs, then look 
on thoſe beneath you, put your Mercies into the 


f{cale with the. World's Miſeries, rate your Re- 


demption-intereſt with the lot of Chriltleſs Souls, 
matter of the ſame Lump with yap, think ot» your 
Acquaintance; Friends, Relations, Neighbours; that 
hath enjoyed the ſame Goſpel-Priviledges with you, 
and yet thele are left to their Blindncſs, to periſh 
in the Error of their ways, and mult down into 
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the: deep for ever, but you are exalted, and lifted 
up. to Glory. : O! What cauſe is here for Praiſes 
bleflings,, Thanſgivings, and Hallejuahs to him 
that fits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for 
—-Exyermore. 
+ "Thirdly, Conſider the greatneſs of that Grace 
which. hath made--you to differ 3 Ah! Believer:. 
.Redemption-graceſaw nothing, more in you than 
in.-Fxdas, Demas, :and thoſe that periſh ; you were 
.of the ſame Lump, ' cut out of the ſamepiece, there 
was'not a: Jot of Difference between 'you and the 
danmed, but only the good pleaſure of Grace, on- 
ly divine Mercy laid-it's hand upon you: Q that 
aſtoniſhing word, . becauſe it pleaſed him to make 
ils people, 1.Sam: 12. 22. It was only the free 
gface of God that choſe Facob, and left. Eſa, Rom. 
-9.'4 3. It was not for your ſakes Chriſtians, that the 
Lot: was caft (o well for you: No, Be it known'to 
youe:O bouſe of Iſrael, i be aſhamed and. confounded for 
ever. in your own Eyes, Ezek. 36.32. The moving 
Cauſe, the Wheel - within the Wheel, that made 
you adopted, and others, reje&ed, was only. the 
good Pleaſure of his Will, Eph,2.5.7. It was from 
hence; God: fo lowed tbe World, 'out of this Womb 
ſprung all'your Mercies, it was Height of Grace, 
Length, Breadth, Depth, Love paſſing Knowledge, 
'Eph..3. 18. 19. Oiycheirs of Glory, be affected, 
altonilhed;ravithed:; with the (ſenſe of this rich grace 
.of God towards you, in giving Chriftnot only tor 
you; but to you, and revealing him in you, and 
uniting him to-you by the Spirit; from the fame 
Maſs of fallen man, to fingle' out ſome for pardon, 
and leave others for Punilhment : O wonderful! 


The Senſe of this made the Apolile break ; 
UC 
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ſuch a holy Extaſic, Rom. 11. 33. O the Depth of 
the Riches both of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God, 
O the depth! A note of Exclamation, and fflen-, 
cing wonder. O conſider this Love of God to 
your Souls, *tis free Love without any Influences 
from the Creature,full Love without Circumference 
| or Bounds, eternal Love without Beginning and 
without end. Fruitful Love, abounding. inthe 
rich Gifts and Procurements of it, Othe Gifts and 
Tokens God (ends to you now, - and CO) the large 
| ſtore he lays up forever for you: *tis {ympathyzing 
| Love, full of Bowels, delighting Love, full of plea- 
! ſure in you, *tis refting Love: He will rcft. over 
them in his Love ; *tis immutable Love without 
Changes, giving Love, forgiving Love, caring 
Love, ſecuring. Love, returning Love, overcoming; 
Love, O! where ſhall I make an end ? How:can 
you come to the bottom of this Deep, wade a little 
further, till you have loſt your ſelves in holy won- 
der : Can you ce your brave houſes, fine Cloaths,: 
comfortable Relations, and haveſuch high Regards, 
for theſe, and no more for this Grace of God : Q 
wonder more at this Love, 

Fourthly, Conſider how this is the great Defign 
of God in this grace,that you ſhould be to his praiſe 
Eph, 1. 12, That is the end which God aimed at 
in Prediſtinating you to Glory, that you might be 
to the, Praiſe ot his grace, that his Grace might 
procure the Manifcſtation of his Praiſe 3 *tis not tor 
an Enlargement of bis Revenue, or Advancement 
of his Protic 3 for man cannot be profitable to God, 
Fob 22, 22, or for any addition to his Honour be» 
Ing above all Praiſe, but that he might receive the 
Tribute of his own Glory, and the returns of his 
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outgoing Goodneſs : Now if this be the very end 
why God ſets his love upon you Chriſtians, then 
you have reaſon to gloritic his Grace, leſt you en- 
deavour to overturn the whole Projects of Salvati- 
on-kindneſs. 

Fifthly, Think how delightful Praiſc is to God, 
Pſat. 69. 31. This alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord better than 
an Oxe or a Bullock that bath Horns and Hoofs. That 
is, an Adult, and full grown Beaſt, which is morc 
fit for Sacrificez as Rabbi D. Kimchy notes, a Beaſt 
was not fit for Sacrifice under two years old fo 
that Praiſe is preferred here above all Sacrifice, as 
that which God takes moſt delight in of any thing, 
becauſe this doth moſt honcur him to acknowledge 
him the Author of all Mercy, and Gqd of all Grace, 
Pſal. 50. 23. Whoſo offereth Praiſe, glorifieth me, 
That is, He doth in a fingular manner (hew farth 
mine Honour, and this is pleafing to him. 

Sixthly, This brings Profit to your own Souls, 
P/al: 5o. 23. For *tis the means and way to obtain 
the Salvation of God Ponit viam aut preparat viam, 
(faith one) it opens the way for Salvation to ga 
out to that Sou] z this duty of Praiſe will bring you 
Gain, becauſe it engageth God 'to give out more 
Mercy, and it leaves Influences of {piritual Good 
on your own Souls; it puts the heart into a good 
Frame to love God, and delight in him, and leaves 
more obligedneſs on the Soul to fear and ſerve God : 
io David atter that Pſalm of Praiſe to God,2 Sam.7. 
was wondertully influenced to duty to God, as you 
zmay fee, chap. 8. 11, and had his Spirit abundant- 
ly {weetned to men, chap. 9. 1. 

Taftly, Contider alfo, how pleafant this duty 
of Praiſe is to the Soul it (clf, it is wonderfully de- 
lightful 
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lightful, and abundantly affe&s, and raviſhes the 
Heart, to have the ſenſe of divine Mercyin it,'P/at. 
147. I. Praiſe ye the Lord, for it is pleaſant, "an 
Praiſe is comely. O Believers! let\me cffeuallyper- 
ſwade you then to the higheſt Acknowled tsof 
Redemption-grace, and to the utmoſt Praiſes for 
| this rich Jeſus, who hath bleſſed you with all-fpi« 
| ritual Blelings, Eph. 1. 3. << 
| 2 Dmaty, | wi 
| Secondly, ,You that have an Intereſt in this-glo- 

 rious Redeemer, labour to keep up'a high valuatis 

on of him in your Hearts ; if he be fo rich as'the 
Goſpel reports of him, O then prize him accord- 
ing to his excellent worth : Great men are highly 
eſteemed, the Cap, the Knee, the bett Room, 'the 
chiefeſt Seat are theirs, Fam. 3. 3. And how much 
more worthy is Chriſt of your account, 1 Pet. 2.7. 
To you that believe he is precions, Tin it Oignities an 
' high Eſtimation of anothers Worth and Excellency, 
ready to be atteſted by all poſſible and due De- 
mcnſirations : four things ſhould oblige Believers 
to a high Efteem of Chrilt. 

Firſt, His own tranſcendent Excellency which 
fingularly reſides in him, and eminently ſhines out 
from him, ten thouſand times brighter than the 
Beams of the Sun, which in their own nature chal- 
lenge the highelt Adoration of men and Angels, 
eſpecially of ſaved Souls, to whom he is moſt cn- 
deared and moſt nearly related. As the Apple-tree 
excells the meaneſt and moſt ultleſs Shrub, infinite» 
ly more doth the Lord Jeſus over: top all the Glo- 
ry of the world as Mediator, Cant. 2. 3. He is the 
chicfeſt of ten thouſands, Cane. 5. 10, He is before 
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all-things, Co/;.1, 17: Both in dignity and timehe 
44) Creatures,” he: is op Leer of all 
bo ellencies:z his divine and perſgnal Perfedtions 
make, him- the glory of Heaven, , the acJogation of 
j ge the adquration of Saints, and: the object 
ki Qbſervan 2 and holy Wonder, 2 Theſ: 1.10. 
Segal , The high honour the Father puts up- 
on him; He is his Well-bzJoved, AMztth. 3. 17. 
"The obje& of his Delight, the Exaltation of his 
right-hand; whg, hath put. all things under his 
Feer,: Heb. 2. 8. Sct.over the works Ut his hands, 
crawned with. Glory and Honour, verſ. 7. VWor- 
ſhipped by all the Angels, by the Fathers Appoint- 
ment, ;and ſet downat the right. hand of the Maje- 
ſty,on. high, Heb. 1. 3.6. entruſted with all the 
Concerns and- Intereſts of God, in the World, 
made his ,pleni-potcntiary, to cempoſe all Ditfc- 
xences betwixt himſclt and fall'n man : now, hath 
the Father ſuch a, high Valuation of Chrift ? then 
ſurely. *tis an unworthy thing in you, to detract 

from his Honour, 
3dly, The Lord Jcſus Chrilt deſerves your high 
Eſtimation, becaule he is the Fountain of all thoſe 
Streams that do make glad your Souls, the Sun of 
all.thoſe Beams, that warm your farts, the Author 
of all thoſe Mercics that dotupply ang delight you z 
all your Excellencics and the things you molily 
value, ,axe. Derivations, txom his glory z things are 
ratable as they come from Chrilt, he turns your 
Water into Wine, {weetens your bitter Cups, and 
makes them to overflow, all your graces come from 
bis Fullneſs, he 1s. your, Friend, your beſt Friend, 
your,;o]d Friend, .your nonc-ſuch in Heaven gnd 
Earth, Pſal. 73. 25, The Procurer of all your Mer- 
CIC 
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cies, the ſweetne(s of all your:Comforts, the-crown 
of all your Glory, and doth he not. deſerve; your 
Eſtimation ? If he hide his Face all Light goes 
with him, if he ſuſpends the Communications.of 
his Favour, .nothing is comfortable to, you, if he 
lock up his Treaſures, nothing, but Poverty and 
waſting covers your Souls, eyery thing without him 
is nothing, and with him, any little thing, is 
enough 3 Bread and Water is rich cheer with Chriſt, 
Diſgrace and Reproach is Honour with Chrift 3 
Poverty is Riches with Chriſt 3 O prize Chriſt then, 
for he puts a worth upon all things that you can 
enjoys 
Fourthly, Conſider the wonderful value the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt puts upon you, and let this per- 
{wade you to a due valuation of him, Gal. 2. 20. 
IV ho loved me, and gave himſelf for me, Joh. 15. 16, 
O amazing, wonderful, ſovereign Grace! That 
the Son of God (ſhould ſet his higheſt Regards up- 
on loathſome Dung, {wept out of door by divine 
Juſtice, caſt out into the open Field, pityful, loath- 
{orne, undone Creatures, that he ſhould account 
you (Believers) as the Apple of his Eye, who have 
been as Thorns in his fide, that he (ſhould account 
you as a Scal on his Heart, who have been ſpears 
to pierce through, his Bowels, that he ſhould value 
you as the travel of his Soul, the Jewels of his 
Crown, the Inhabitants of his glorious Preſence 
toall Eternity, that he ſhould account ſuch ſpotty 
Worms as you worthy of his Love, his Blood, and 
| his Mediation, deſerving his Boſom, his Kingdom 
{ and his Throne: O what ſtrange aſtoniſhing Grace 
1s this! and will you prefer Creatures, and place 
Relations in your Boſom, and let Chriſi-lye = of 
oor, 
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door, O unworthy aft indeed ! Surely he deſerves 
your higheſt Eſtimation, O prize Chriſt ! prize 
Chriſt! value him. 

Firft, Above all things in Heaven and Earth, 
count nothing like him, much leſs above him 3 ſer 
him in the uppermoſt Scat, enthrone him in your 
Heart 3 Let him ride in that Chariot of yours that 
is pav'd with Love ; Eſteem his Perſon above all 
Perſons, his Purchaſe above all Purchaſe : his Love 
above all Aﬀections ; his help above all Aſſiſtance: 
Value him above Father, Mother, Husband, Wife, 
Friends, Pleaſures, Credit, Riches, or whatever is 
deareſt to you: Say as Moſes did, Who i like to thee? 
Exod. 15.11, Thy Name alone is excellent, thy Glo- 
ry above the Heavens, Eſteem his Precepts above all 
the Commands of men; His Promiſes, his Privi- 
ledges, his Comforts, his Ordinances, his People 
above all: Chriſt, in conjun&ion with other 
things, accounts himſelf flighted ; He mult be 
Aut Ceſar, aut nullus. 

Secondly, Prize Chriſt in all; in all Perſons 
and things, make him the Standard to meaſure the 
worth of all created Beings by 3 Reckon things as 
they carry Chriſt in them: when Satan or Corrup- 
tion tempt you toa high eſteem of any, Ask them, 
as Chrift did, whoſe Superſcription and Image they 
bear ? Matth. 22, 20. As the Talent of the Tem- 
ple was of greateſt value, ſo let thy Account be of 
thoſe things that have the Temple ſtamp upon 
them, in a Sacred Reflection of Jeſus Chrilt, Rec- 
kon not much of any thing that hath not Aliquid 
Chriſti, fomething of Chriſt in it. 

Thirdly, Prize Chriſt at all times 3 not only by 


fits and ftarts'; not when he brings thee _ 
an 


os nr Addie oi Sean ont afole—.. . -— 


rents MR +. Dh 


the Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. 41x 


and loads thee with his Favours onely, but alſo 
when he hides his Face, and holds his Hand, when 
he ſeems to: take no notice of thee: Let Chriſt be 
thy Sun in the Day-time let him be thy Diamond 
in the Night, when all other Lights are gone, and 
ſhadows of Darkneſs are over thee 3 let him be al- 


| wayes uppermoſt in thy Account 3 Think meanly 
| of him at no time; let him lye between thy 


Brcalts, to (atiate thee at all times, Cant. 1, 13. 
3. Duty. 
Thirdly, Believers, Have all your expectations 
trom Chrilt, Pſal. 62.5, My Soul waiteth only 
on God, for my expeftation is from him. It the Lord 
Jeſus be ſo rich, then he is able to maintain you, 
and ſupply all your wants: There's Bread enough 
in his houſe to feed you 3 Light enough in him to 
guide you 3 Comfort enough to cheer you: Blood 
enough to pardon you Righteouſneſs enough to 
juſtitie you : Grace enough to ſandcifhe you : 
trength enough to bear and ſupport you 3 Trea- 
ſures enough to ſatisfie and requite you. Hence *tis 
he calls his People to look to him, and be ſaved, 
Iſa. 45.22. And on this Belief the Saints refolved 
to wait and look for him, 1/2.8.17. O Chriſtians! 
expect all.you need from Chriſt : His ſufficiency to 
help you, and hjs willingneſs to ſupply you, are 
Arguments enough for your Expe&ation : why 
ſhould you look to Creatures more than to the 
Creator ? to the Clay, more than to the Potter ? 


| to broken Pits, more than to the Fountain ? to 


the Phyſician, more than unto God ? Is there not 
a God in Iſrael? why then are your eyes, Chiiſti- 
ans, after empty Ciſierns, and things that cannot 
profit you ? Haye you choſen Chriſt to be your 

Rock 
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Rock, your Fountain, Life, Sufficiency, and Fulneſs, 
to fill all in all; and yet run to other things for 
your Rclief, as if he were not able to ſupply you ? 
O Souls ! faſten your *'eyes on Chriſt; expe all 
want from him, as the impotent man did on 
Fobn and Peter, Afis 3.5. Look not ſo much on 
Creatures and Relations, Friends, Riches, and 
Wiſdom, &c. left you be aſhamed 3; but wait for 
the Viſion, for it will ſpeak, Hab. 2. 3. Exped all 
you need from Chriſt, for the expeQation of the 
poor ſhall not periſh. | 
4. Dity. 

Fourthly, Be contented with Chriſt alone, what- 
ever is wanting 3 and truly, *tis ſtrange indeed, that 
an infinite Portion cannot fatisfie a finite Being, 
and a whole Ocean fill a little Veſſel ; Believer, 
Thou haſt the perſon of Chriſt, who is the wonder 
of Angels, the SatisfaQtion, and the Heaven of 
elorifed Saints, the deſire of all Nations, the long- 
ed-for Foy of all that truly know and taft him, and 
will not this content you? Paz could leave all the 
World to go after Chriſt, and art not thou fatis- 
fyed with Chriſt, without the World ? This (faith 
Agnes the Roman Martyr) Even this is he, I now 
confeſi that 1 do love, I will make haſte to meet him, 
The naked preſence of Chriſt hath been a Heaven to 
ſuffering Saints under the want of all things: I 
bave fonnd a neſt of Honey (laith Algeriis) in the En- 
trals of a Lyon, in a deep dark, Dungeon, I bave found 
a JOvege of Pleaſure, &c. And it ſome glimpſes 
of the preſence, ſomelllapſes of the Tove of Chriſt, 
were enough to theſe Sufferers in the want of all 
things, O unreaſonable Soul, that thou' ſhouldefi 
complain, and be difſatisfyed, who hal} an Intereſt 

in 
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in Chriſt, and 'ſo much of other things too.  O 
Chriſtian !-If Chriſt be thine, -let it content thee, 
for all is thine 3 his Heart is upon thee, and will 
not that content thee ? He loves thee more than 
all the World, he will not leave thee, and will 
not this pleaſe thee? Heb. 13. 5. He will care for 
thee, 1 Pet. 5. 7. Thou ſhalt want no good thing, 
he' will: make up the' want of creatures with him- 
ſelf, he will ſweeten bitter cups-3 *tis but alittle 
while, and he will take -thee' to himſelf; where 
Wants, -Sufferings, Shame, Reproaches, 'Griets, 
and Sin ſhall trouble thee no more : O then'be {+ 
tisfyed with a ſingle Chrift; in Heaven he muſt be 
thy alone Happineſs; there's' no Houſe, Land, 


' Husband, /Wife, Parent, Children, to' make op thy 


Fullneſs and Blefſedneſs, 'there God will be -all- in 
all, and is not this God -in-Chrift enough now'? 
Fitchly, Take: up your Delights in' this: rich and 
glorious Chriſt, he is the Treaſure, and his ſhould 
be the heart alſo, Math. 6.21, There is all that 
in Chritt, which thy Hear: can-defire; firetch thy 
Longings tothe-utmoit, and heis infinitelybeyond 
them 3and if he deſerves to: be the obje& of thy 
Deſires, ther of thy Delight, 'for what is Delight 
but Defire in Fruition? He is the only adequate 
object of Delight :- other things are: unſutable to a 
ſpiritual Hcart,and cannot pleaſe; empty,and cannot 
latisfie; fading, and caunot-laft ;;cloying, and ſoon 
become burdenſome 3 but God in Chrilt is an eter- 
nal Excellency ::thoſe things that ſeem molt dele- 
Qable in Creatures, are but Derivations from his 
Excellency, . Drops of his Fullneſs, Sips of | his 
Sweetneſs,the impreſs of his Fingers ;: The —_—_ 
rdi- 
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Ordinances of Chriſt, are but -the Galleries in 
which he walks, the Chariot in which he rides, 
the Cabinet wherein his Jewels lye, the Cifierns 
thr which Waters of Life paſs to ſaved ones; 
and if theſe be (o pleaſant, O what then is him- 
felf, and ſhould not Believers then delight them- 
ſelves in him. 

Queſt But how ſhall Ido to get my Heart to this 
delight in Chriſt? I find my AﬀeGtions cold, and 
my Spirits dead, that I cannot taſte that Sweetneſs 
in Chriſt, nor take that Pleaſure in the Almighty 
as I would. 

Anſw. Firſt, withdraw your Hearts fromall other 
Delights, this courſe doth the Lord ſet Iſrael to 
get up to a delight in himſelf, 12.58. 13, 14. 
There is no greater Enemy to true delight in God, 
than a perſons own carnal Pleaſure, and delight in 
things below God, Whyredom and new Wine take 
away the Heart, Hoſ, 4. 11. *Tis impolſible a Soul 
can take pleaſure in Chriſt and Sin together, Mz. 
6, 24. For carnal Pleaſures withdraw the Aﬀedcti- 
ons from God, Fob 2-1. ver. 12.to15.1 Fob. 2.15. 

Secondly, Relt not till you have clearcd up your 
Intcrelt in Chriſt, and can upon good grounds ap- 
pxchend him as your peculiar and chicf Treaſure 
better than all the World belides,and appropiate it 
t@ your own Souls, Cant. 2. 3-5. This drew the 

Heart to ſo much longing after and ſolace 
in the Lord Jeſus, even the fight of his tranſcen- 
dent Worth beyond- all others, and her title to all 
thaſe Excellencies; *tis ſeen Intereſt in Chriſt that 
draws out the Heart after. him, Cant.7. 10, Doubts 
of Relation to Chriſt, and Fears of laying a claim 
fo theſe precious Treaſures, damps the Soul plea- 
{arc in Chrilt, 
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Thirdly, Be (atisfy*'d about Chriſt's ſpecial love 
to you, and delight in you, 1 Fob, 4. 19, Jealou- 
fies about an Intereſt in this love of God, did: ſo 
cool the Fews Hearts towards him, 1/2. 49+ 14- 
But Zion ſaith, the Lord hath forſakgn me, and my 
God hath forgatten me : From hence they began to 
ſlack their pace after God, and cryed out, 1d 


| what a wearineſs is it, and ſnuffed at it, Mal, L. 13+ 
| a 3. 14. Saſpition of Chrilts Heart towards'yau 
| will 


{traiten yours towards him: think ,well of 


Chriſt's Heart to you, cheriſh-daily a good Opini- 


4 © bc —_ 


on of his Nature, Aﬀection, and Faithtulneſs. 
Fourthly, Beg hard for heart-affeQing fights of 
Chriſt 3 This ſo enamoured the Spouſes Heart, ſhe 
ſaw the beauties of her beloyed, Cant. 2. 1. She be- 
held him to be the roſe of Sharon, and Lilly of the 
Vallies, the powrings out of his Name drew her af- 
fe&ions to him, Cant. 1. 3. The Eye affects ' the 
Heart, Lam. 3. 51. As with Sorrow ſo with Joy 3 


| *Twas Dazid's Sight of God in the outgoings of 


his Love and Glory, that made his Soul thirk after 
him, Pſal. 63. 1. 2. pn 
Fifthly, Be much in the conſideration of what 
Chriſt hath done for you, and beſtowed upon.you 
this ſo engaged Hezekialfs Heart to God, Iſa. 38. 
17. and filled David's heart wiih ſuch an Extaſy of 
Joy in God, 2 Sam. 7. 19, 20.:Pſal. $. | 
Sixthly, Get a nature and Spirit ſutable to 


Chriſt, Simile Simili gaudet, Pſal. 17. 15. I ſhall 
be ſatiified when 1 awake with thy Likenefl,, This 


made the Image of Chriſt glorious in the Soukseye 
alſo,when once it becomes changed to in it's Like- 
neſs, 2 Cor..3. 18. Therefore did Pax! delight in the 
Law of God after the inner man, Rom. 7. 22. Be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe he had his inner parts changed into the Image 


"of it; what pleaſure will wicked mer: take in a 
wicked Cauſe, from the limilitude it hath to their 
own*Nature? 'S>6 will the Soul in Chriſt, when 
once brought into-a ſutableneſs to him. 
' * Faſtly, Be much} in Communion with Chriſt, 
and this will beget wonderful Joy in him, Pſz. 
T19. 167. David's being much converſant in God's 
Laws, begat and ſirengthen'd his delight in it. So 
verſe 14. "Tis Intimacy breeds Delight, whereas 
— leſſens all that Familiarity and Pleafure 
we '&lfe might' take jn Perſons,” Pſa. 14. 10. 4 
Stranger intermeddlesr nb: with bis Foy. Be not con- 
tented-to keep to duty, but preſs atter Communt- 
on with Chriſt thercin, 
<< mw Fakginp 
Sixthly, Be not troubled at your Wants, Loſſes 
and Sufferings,' you undergor in this World 3 Con- 
ſider theſe four things. | | 
Firſt, You can. want no good thing, the God 
of Glory ſtands bound for your Supplies, Pal. 34. 
IO. They that ſcek,the Lord ſhall want no good thing, 
Pſal. 23. 1. The Lord is my Shepheard, I ſhall not 
want, It cannot be,' that thoſe who are ſo much 
intereſted in the Heart, Care, Perſon, and Treaſure 
of the Lord Chritt, can be deſtitute 3 what can you 
want who are entitled to all good things? 1 Cor. 
3. 22, 23. Who are” Heirs of the Promiſes, Pro- 
miſes that concern the Life that now is, and that 
which'is to come, 1'Tim. 4. 8. You have a ſurer 
Title tp your Supplies,” than they that have moft: 
of the World in their hatds for God hath laid up, 
in the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, a full Allowance for 


you, how ſhort ſoever he may fſcem to keep = 
Or 
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for a while: the Earth is your Lords, and the Full- 
neſs thereof, and the Cattel on a thouſand Hills» 
Pſal. 50. 10. 12. Pſal. 24. 1. Heaven, and Earth 
and all things therein, are made over in the evyer- 
laſting Covenant for your uſe. 

Secondly, You thall want or ſuffer no more than 
infinite Wiſdom, and fatherly Love ſees beſt for 


you 3 *tis impoihible that divine Purpofes (ſhould be 
| fruſtrated towards youz he that will work will 
| work, and nothing ſhall let, *tis not Men nor De- 
 vils, nor the greatelt injury of time, can deprive 


you of your Fathers Allowance, and that is upon 
infinite Wiſdom and good Pleafure. The Wings 


| and Wheels of Gods Providence over. his people, 


—_— — 


and for them, are full ot Eyes within and without, 
to ſhew the wiſe Care and Providence of God over 
his, in the worſt of times, and hardeſt condition 
and theſe Wheels are moving for your Good, Chri- 
ſtians, and God ſees in the darkeſt Providence, 
what is belt for you ; all his Dealings with his 
peopleare the Fruits of everlaſting Love, Fer. 31. 3. 
God doth in infinite Wiſdom manage all your Con- 
cerns 3 *tis not by Chance, or through any inad- 
vertency, any Crofles or Lofles betall you, but all 

is done in wiſe Counſel, 
3dly, The leſs you have of Creatures, the more 
will God give you of himſelf, it you be looking to 
him,and by Faith live upon him.God will admit of 
no Vacuums towards his people, they can want no 
good thing ; therefore it creature-ſupplics be re- 
mov*'d, Grace comes in the room as they fay, 
Water will aſcend to prevent a Vacuum, and 
Grace will deſcend to prevent Emptineſs in Be- 
lieversz God comes in the room of creature-com- 
E ec torts ; 
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forts : when Fob was ſtript of all, he had more of 
the viſions of God, Fob 42. 5. Fohn had never more 
Intimacy with Jeſus Chriſt, than when he was in 
the barren Iſland of Patmos, ſtript of the Conflu- 
ence of earthly Comforts z Elijah never made a bet- 
ter Meal, than when he was driven into the Wil- 
derneſs, and the Angel was his Cook, 1 Kin. 19. $, 
Ah Believers! you have never better Allowance of 
God, than when you are cut ſhort in outward 
things, if you be faithful; therefore you ſhould be 
quict under all Straits and Neceſſities in the world, 
The day we live in is full of Tryals to many a gra- 
cious Soul, the wants of many may be more than 
many think of, and *tis now a time to expe& 
more Maintainings from the hand of God, and 
from the Spirit of Grace, when outward things are 
removed z when T/rael was brought into the Wil- 
derneſs where was no ſowing, nor reaping, they 
had their Bread from Heaven, and *tis God's uſual 
way, to ſend Meat from his own Table, when the 
Tables of his Children.are empty, I mean, more 
ſpiritual Communications from himſelf, if they 
murmur not, but patiently and quietly wait for 
God's Salvation, 

Laſtly, Confider, Believers, *Tis not long you 
ſhall be in the way of Wants, or Sufferings: the 
time is haſtning that will ſet you beyond the reach 
of offending Providences, nothing ſhall offend you 
when you get home to your own Country. O! 
the time is halining, when Moth and Ruſt cannot 
conſume, nor Thieves break thorough and fical, 
Matth, 6, 20, And when afflictive Providences can- 
not injure your Treaſure, it the Lord be your Trea- 


{ure, *tis not long you will be open to the Injury 
Of 
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of time, and to thoſe Caſualties that paſs upon your 
Comforts : every day (Chriſtians) brings you far- 
ther through the Briars, and Thickets of this 
World, and through the barren Wilderneſs, that 
leads to your Canaan 3 you are travelling apace to- 
wards a period of all your Tryals, every new hour 
brings you a ſtep nearer to the Sight, and Fruition 
of your bleſſed Inheritance. Chriſtian, Think every 
Evening, now I have a day leſs to wade through the 
deep Troubles,and Red-ſea of this World, and to be 
kept at ſuch ftrait Allowances and Supplies in this 
Lite: O a real Faith of this,how ſhould it patient and 
quiet Believers, under preſent Straits and ſhort Al- 
lowances here? O! Think upon the coming of 
the Lord, Fam. 5. 7. Be patient therefore Brethren zen- 
to the coming of the Lord, behold the Husband-man, 
waiteth for a precious Fruit of the Earth, and hath 
long patience for it : He waits a long time before 
Harveſt comes, and bears many a wet-day, and 
ſhall not a Believer wait with more Quictneſs, and 
hope for a far better Treaſure ? O! Chriſtians, if 
you feel ſome Difficulties and Straits through want 
of Supplies, Comfort, Credit, Strength, Eaſe, . 
Peace, Reli, for a little time, know, Eternity is 
coming, that wi!l make amends fox all. 
7 Duty. | 

Seaventhly, Live upon your Treaſure, theſe un- 
ſearchable Riches in Chriſt 3 for this end hath the 
Father provided choſe rich Treaſures, to fatishe 
you here, and to {olace you hereafter, *tis laid up 
in Chriſt tor you, not lockt up from you. Chri- 
ſtians, the Loxd Jcſus is a Fountain ſealed to, not 
from you, there's no Bolt between you and your 


Treaſures, you may go and fetch ſupply at all times 
E ec 2 of 
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of need, Heb. 4. 16, It hath pleaſed the Father 
that in Chriſt ſhould all Fullneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. 
For the uſe of Believers, that he might give eternal 
Life to all that come to him, and be the head of 
the Body, the Fullneſs that filleth all in all, Eph. 1, 
23. This is the work he hath undertaken to do, 
and invited all his people to come to him, that they 
might have Life, and have it more abundantly, he 
bids them ask and ask again, that their Joy might 
be full, Foh. 16. 23, 24, 26. This is the Will cf 
God, that Believers fhould cat their own Bread 
with Quietnefs, 2 Theſ. 3. 12. And make uſe of 
this Inheritance for all their Supply and Comtort: 
Chriſtians, you cannot make too bold with your 
own, Chriſt and all his Fullneſs is your Intereſt : 
you may wear out your Welcome with men, and 
beg too often at fellow-Creatures doors, but you 
cannot ask too often of free Grace, or take too 
much of Redemption-treaſures, if you be ſure to 
refer the Meaſures and time to divine pleaſure. In 
all your need come to Chriſt for whatever you 
want, for the Life that now is, and that which is 
to come 3 this anſwers the end of the everlafting 
Covenant, and the Fathers placing this ſtore in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt's undertaking the Care, Con- 
duct, and Salvation of all that come to him, and 
this wonderfully pleafcth Chriſt, and advanceth his 
mediatory Glory : this alſo keeps up the credit and 
Reputation of the ways of God in the World, 
when Strangers ſee Bclievers rich farc, and what 
a Sufficiency is Jaid up in Chritt for them, that 
Chrilt maintains his own poor, that they need not 
g0 a begging 3 this commends that State and Go- 
vernment, where care is taken to prevent wandring 


Beg- 
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Beggers: Beſides, otherwiſe the Promiſes are uſe- 
leſs if you come not to Chriſt tor all your Supplies, 
Theſe full Breaſts will be injured it you milk them 
not out, Promiſes are the Bags in which this Trea- 
ſure is carried out to believers, which will wax old 
if you uſe them not. Chritt gets nothing (Chriſti- 
ans) by your Savingneſs this way, the more he 
lays out upon you, the more he lays up for 
You, 
8 Duty. 

Eighthly, Improve your Intereſt in theſe vaſt 
Treaſures, to the enriching of your own Souls ; 
are there ſuch Riches in Chriſt, and is this Jeſus 
yours? O then labour to be rich alſo. There are two 
things which I ſhould preſs you to be rich in, 1. 1n 
Grace, 2. In good Works, 

Firſt, You that have Intercſt in theſe Treaſurcs 
of Chriſt, labour to be rich in Grace, be not con- 
tent with the Truth of Grace, with little Meaſures 
of Grace, but ſirive to abound in Grace, 1 Theſ. 3, 
12, For, | 

Firſt, Grace is the beſt Treaſure, and moſt rati- 
onally delirable for it's ſelf. All other created Beings 
are conditionally good, ſo far as God ſees them bett 
for us, and ſo far as they conduce to the great end 
of Gods Glory, and our Salvation 3 but Grace is 
abſolutely good, becauſe *tis part of the divine Na- 
ture and Image of God, 2 Pet. 1. 4. Which divine 
Nature he tells us, ver. 5. 6, Lies in Faith, Vertue, 
Knowledge, Temperance, Patience, Godlinels, 
and Charity. *Tis abſolutely neceſfary to the glo- 
rifying of God, and being gloritied with God, 
Heb. 11. 6, Without Faith "ti impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, and without Holineſs no man can ſee God, 

SEES Heb» 
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* Heb. 12. 14, Grace is the beſt Treaſure, becauſe 
the moſt enduring Treaſure, the moſt potent Trea- 
ſure, it can procure more than all the World can, 
Mark, 9.2 3. All things are poſſible to him that believeth, 
Indeed created grace cannot, by way of Merit or 
Purchaſe, procure any thing but by way of Appro- 
priation and Meeknels, it brings that which all the 
World cannot : Grace is Gods high way to Mercy 
and Peace, being under a Promiſe of Peace 3 Grace 
and Peace are uſually twins in gracious Souls, 
2 Pet. 1. 2. Grace can quiet you undet Troubles, 
ſtrengthen you under Weakneſs, 'guide you under 
Darkneſs, cheer you under Sufferings, enrich you 
under Loflſes, and fill you under Wants; again, 
Gaace 15 the pureſt Treaſure, earthly Treaſures arc 
as thoſe Cities Solomon gave to Hiram, a mere Ca- 
bal and dirty things, defiling the Souls of thoſe 
that have them,and uſe not them aright ; Graceris 
the moſt pleaſant Treaſure, it doth not burthen 
thoſe that have it, as earthly things do with wa- 
ſiing Cares and tormenting Fears, Further, 
Grace is the beſt Treaſure, in that it will go with 
the Soul into the other World; all the Riches of 
' this World muſt be left behind, Death puts the 
Owner and his Intereſt into a winding Sheet 3 no 
man's Propriety to theſe out-lives himſelf, the 
Grave burics all his Relation to theſe things, but 
Grace never dies, true Holineſs goes with the Soul 
to glory. 

Secondly, Labour to be rich in Grace, becauſe 
if you have but little grace, you will hardly prove 
the truth of grace, - though the lealt grace is grace, 
as a drop of Water is Water, yer a little grace doth 
not fo capacitate a Soul to ſee it, 2 Pet. 1, 9. He 

| that 
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that wants this thriving Grace, forgets that he was 
purged from his old Sins, he cannot remember or 
make out his ſaving Change, or putting off his old 
ſtate little Grace is ever f{ceptical, and ſubject to 
Doubtings, Matth. 14. 31, O thou of little Faith, 
wherefore did(t thou doubt. 

Thirdly, Becauſe little grace will hardly carry 
a Soul through the Temptations, Duties, and Suf- 
ferings of the day we live in; theſe are ſome of the 
laſt times we are falln upon, and the laſt times are 
perillous times, 2 Tim. 3. 1. This is the Character 
of thele times, Abounding Iniquity, and Decay of 
Love, Matth. 24. 12. And therefore a little Grace 
will not carry a Soul through ſirong Corruptions 3 
where Sin abounds, Grace muſt abound much more; 
or elſe the Soul will looſe ground, Rom. 6. 1, 
What the Apolle ſpeaks there of grace in God, *tis 
as true of grace in Saints that muſt abound more 
than their Sin, or clſe Sin will be too hard for them 3 
Judgment mult be brought forth to. Vicory, or 
el{e the bruiſed Reed will break, Matth. 12. 20. 
For this end the Apoſtle adviſeth the Epheſians, in 
his time, which were leſs liable to ſuch Temptati- 
ons, they [houuld put on the whole Armor of God, 
and having done all, to fiand, Eph. 6. 13. 

Fourthly, Elſe you cannot anſwer the ends of 
grace, and all the Cott of God about you 3 the de- 
hign of grace in all the means and helps to his peo- 
ple, is to turther their growth in grace, and to 
make them abound to all wcell-pleafing betore God, 
Iſa. 5. 2. 4. Joh. 15. 2. Pſal, 92. 13, 14. To 
whom much is given of them much is required, 
Like 12. 48. 
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Fifthly, That ſo:you may be more like to God, 
who 1s rich to all that call upon him, Rom. 10. 12, 
He is rich in Mcrcy. he hath aboundcd in the Riches 
of grace towards all his People, Eph. 1. 7, 8. Chri- 
ſtians ſhould be Epitomies of Chritt, and Reſem- 
blers of his Excellency, holding forth his Vertucs 
in the World, 1 Pet. 2, 9. There can be no great- 
er glory to a Child of God in this World, than to 
be like to Chriſt, who is the glory of the Father 
but by being rich in Grace, you will much mani- 
felt the Excellency of Chrilt in the World. 

Sixthly, By being rich in grace, you will become 
mT.orc ſerviceable to God and others in your Ge- 
neration, you will be able to do more work for 
God than others. Grace is a Talent, and the more 
Talents you have, the more Incomes hath God 
from you, Matth. 25. 16, 17, Rich men have lar- 
ger Capacities to honour God in the World than 
others have, they can do more, and lay out more 
for God, and be more ſerviceable tor God than 
others ; they can feed the Hungry, and cloath the 
Nakcd,and take Qur-caſts into their houſes; they can 
do more toſupport the interclt of God,than the poor, 
and have more Subſtance to honour God with , {o 
Souls rich in grace,havelarger Abilities to ſerve and 
honour God with: the more Grace the more acceps» 
tably canthey ſerve God; Heb.1 2. 28, The more (pi- 
ritual Services are the more acceptable to God by 
ChrifP, 1 Pet.2.5.For ſuch the Father chuſeth to ſerve 
him, who ſerve him jn Spirit and Truth, Foh. 4. 
23. Pſal. 45. 12. And the Daughter of Tyre ſhall 
ve there with a Gift, even the rich among the People 

ſhall entreat thy Favour. Tyre was a rich place as 
j.ll as vitious, anJ yet, there would God have a 
; Pcos 
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People, which ſhould honour him with their gifts 
and large expences for him.and the richer the Peo- 
ple,the greater will their gifts be; The rich,or richeſt, 
for *tis the ſuperlative in the Hebrew, Shall brin 
Gifts, and entreat thy Favour : noting, that thoſe 
,who are more ſpiritually rich, are more ſerviceable 
for, and potent with God through Chriſt : theſe 
can do more with God, as Noah, Daniel, and Fob 
were mentioned above others for their Potency 
with God, Ezek, 14. 14. And Moſes and Samuel, 
Fer. 15. 1. As men who had larger faith and grace, 
and ſo greater Intimacy with God than others, 
and ſuch as could do more, O Chriſtians, labour 
after more grace, becauſe hereby you may become 
more ſerviceable for God and others, you may more 
prevail with God through Chriſt for Mercics for the 
Nation, and can be more helptul for others to tcach, 
counſel, and comfort them, and have more Gold, 
Myrrhe and Frankincenſe in your Treaſures to of- 
fer to, and for Chriſt, 

Seaventhly, The more rich you are in grace, the 
more rich you will be in glory; the more grace 
you improve for God, the more glory ſhall you re- 
ceive from God, Luke 19. 17. 19. This is the rule 
of the Lords Procedure in the day of Judgment, 
he will render to every man according to his work, 
2 Cor. 5. 10. Though glorified Souls receive not 
for their grace, yet they ſhall have according to the 
Meaſure of their graces, for grace widens the Veſ- 
ſels of Mercy for glory. The more Liquor the Veſ- 
ſc] hath, the larger it is; fo the more grace, the 
larger is that Soul, and the more capable to take in 
glory, when grace ſhall be tumn'd into glory. 

Deſt. Burt forme may ſay, How may we get more 

of this fpiritual Treaſure 2 | Anſw, 
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Anſw. Firſt, Get your Hearts more engaged to 
it, Deſires are the Souls Wings, that carry it over 
all difficulties, to it's beloved Object; this is one 
CharaGer the Apoſile gives of rich men,1 Tim. 6, 9, 
They are ſuch as will be rich : They have an earneſt 
mind, an ardent Defire to be rich, *tis a Will and 
Purpoſe grounded on Counſel and Confidera- 
tion 3 Chriſtians, this will much further your ob- 
taining theſe riches of grace, it you once gct your 
Hearts reſolved for them. 

Secondly, Labour for a holy skill in managing 
Chriſtianity to the greatelt Advantage 3 this makes 
men thrive when they have the Myltery of their 
Art, and are their Crafts Maſters, and underlitand 
the Rules of their Trade unskillful perſons are not 
like to thrive whatever their Employmcnt be, 
Prov. 4. 7, 8. Prov. 3. 13. 14. Prov. 24. 3. 

Thirdly, Be diligent in the uſe of all your helps 
and advantages to Soul-proft, Prov. 10, 4, chap. 
13. 4. 2 Pet. 1. 5. Take all Opportunities of wait- 
ing at the Pools fide, Ha. 55. 1. They that will be 
rich in the World, take all Opportunities of get- 
ting, and ply Markets and Fairs, and Seaſons of 
Advantage tor their Intereſt, and ſo do Souls that 
thrive in Spirituals, they axe much in waiting on 
God, they loſe no Seaſons that will bring them in 
{ome Soul-advantage, Prov. 23. 23. 

Fourthly, Be {till getting in more and more 
grace from Chriſt, *tis Chrilt's Treaſures that en- 
riches the Soul, he that will be rich mult buy try- 
cd gold of Chriſt, Rev. 3. 18. The graces of Chrilt 
are true gold, they will bear the Fire, and hold cut 
in greatelt Tryals: counterfeit grace will be as xc- 
probate Silver when. it comes to melting, it = 
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be as Hay and Stubble that periſh in the Fire, but 
true grace will hold in time of Tryal, 1 Pet. 
I. 7. In this, Gold differs from alt other Mettalsin 
that it loſeth nothing by the Fire, but comes forth 
the more pure ſo is the grace of Chrilt, *tisas try- 
ed Gold, that doth not looſe, but get in the Fire 
of Aﬀiction and Temptation. Naturaliſts ſay, 
that Gold is more warm in the night than in the 
day, fo true grace cheers the Heart more in the 
night of Tribulation, than in the day of Proſperity. 
O Chriſtians! if you willbe rich, get in grace from 
Chriſt, every day, for that is the true Cornwcopia, or 
the Souls plenty, Foh. 1. 16. Of bjs Fullneſi have we 
received Grace for Grace, Make (ome new Additions 
to your graces every day, 2 Pet. 1. 5. What the 
Heathen faid concerning Learning, Nulla dies fine 
Linea, Let the Chriſtian ſay concerning Grace, 
Nulla dies fine Gratia, This would be a notable 
way to Soul-proſperity, to be getting from Chriſt 
ſome more grace in every Approach to him : as are 
your Receivings from Chriſt, ſo will your Thri- 
vings be; put often the hand of Faith into Chriſts 
"Treaſury, and graſp large Portions of Grace for thy 
Soul : Faith is the only receiving grace, Foh. 1.12. 
To as many as received him, to them gave he Power 
#0 become the Sons of God, Joh. 7. 39. Thercfore *tis 
called the Subſtance of things hoped for, Heb. 11. 1. 
Faith appropriates to the Believer, the Overtures 
and Promiſes of grace, and by a fecret magnetick 
Vertue derives in from the Fullnels of grace need- 
ed Supplies, Faith dips into the Fountain, and fills 
the Soul with what it needs. 

Fitthly, They that will be rich in grace, muſt 
be thrifty ſaving Souls, choice of their time, and 
carctul 
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careful that they do not waſt their graccs, or looſe 
the things that they have wrought, 2 Joh. ve. 8. 
So perſons that are thriving in the World, are (a- 
ving of every thing, that nothing be waſte 3 the 
{ame Careis necdful to ſpiritual Enrichings 3 Prodi- 
gality will ſoon conſume great Eftates, he that is 
not ſaving will never be wealthy : Chriſtians, do 
not conſume your days as a Tale that is told, Pſz]. 
90. 9, make the moſt of every hour, do your pro- 
per work every day 3 a wile and faithful Improve- 
ment of time, would tend much to Soul-flourith- 
ings, Eph. 5.16, Spend no words in vain: put 
Time and Talents to the greateſt Advantage : they 
got moſt for God and themſclves, who were moi 
in the Improvement of their Talents; hold falt al- 
{o the Traths you have received, Rev. 2. 25, That 
is, keep and retain the Doctrine, preſerve and 
maintain the practice of thoſe Truths you have re- 
ccived, 

Sixthly, Be much in begging grace, be always 
asking ſome ſpiritual Bleſſing from God, as Caleb's 
Daughter Acbſab, Judg, 1. 15: her Father had gi- 
ven her one Bleſſing, and ſhe asks another, and 
*tis (aid, he gave the upper and the nether Springs 3 
ſo be not content with what you have, but fill be 
craving for more grace: like Princes Favourites who 
have their Lords Ear, will be often begging, now 
this place, then that Preferment 3 ſo Believers be 
ſuing hard for Grace, ply the Throne of Grace dati- 
ly, looſe no Opportunity wherein you may further 
your ſpiritual Intereſt by Supplication 3 this is Gods 
appointed way to the obtaining of Mercy, Ezek. 
36. 37. Follow your Sutes till you obtain, let your 
chictelt Requelis bz for Grace, and be rcile(s till 
yOu 
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you prevail, like Facob, who would not let God 
go till he had bleſt him, 1/2. 62. 7. Give him no 
reſt, till he eſtabliſh and make Feruſalem the Praife 
of the Earth. Never leave begging till the Lord 
Jeſus hath left off giving, and that will not be 
whilſt he fits upon the Throne, Eph. 4. 8. 

Lafily, Maintain conflant, intirmate, and univer- 
fal walks with God : Heis the moſt thriving Soul 
that keeps neareli to God 3, as that is the frutttul- 
leſt ground that is neareſt the warm Sun, If.18.4. 
Dent. 33. 14. ſo is it to keep near t6 God : This 
was that which exalted Iſrael above all Nations, 
they were a People near to God, Pſal. 148. 14. 
This made Enoch fo ſoon ripe for Heaven, he was 
one that walkt with God, Gen. 5. 24. Chriſtians, 
*tis not your fitting under God's ſhadow, will 
make you thrive, till there be a dew on your 
Souls, Hoſ. 14.5. 7. Keep much in his pre- 
ſence, with him is the Fountain of Life, Pſal.36.9. 
Be alſo conſtant in thy walks with God, not by 
tits and flaſhes, but drive a ſteady Trade of godli- 
neſs : Let thy whole courſe of Life, both in thy 
Civil and Religious Duties be as one conſtant 
Walk with God, Gen. 17. 1. In your Calliogs, 
Relation-Duties, in every flate, change, and un- 
dertaking, keep cloſe to God 3 this is a notable 
way to ſpiritual proſperity, Dez. 5. 33. 2 Chre. 
17. from werſc 3. to 7. 

Secondly, Improve your Intereſt in Chriſt, 
towards your inriching in good Works ; 
Labour to be'rich towards God, as well as 
in your own Souls, Luke 12. 21. 1 Timothy, 
6, 18, Conlider, Chriſtians, the more you lay 
out for God , the more are you like to 
=  * 
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God, who giveth us richly all good things, 1 Tim, 
6.17. And in being rich towards God, you will 
inrich your own Souls alſo : for he that ſoweth 
bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully, 2 Cor. 9. 6, 
Acts of Mercy and Picty are as good Sced, that 
ſhall not miſcarry, but ſhall bring forth a ſure 
crop in glory, Gal. 6. 8, g. 
9. Duty. 

Ninthly, Live up to your Treaſure, Walk as 
becomes ſo high a Dignity and Relation to ſo rich 
a Jeſus, 2 The 2.12. This is but reaſonable, if 
God hath changed your State, that you ſhould 
change your Lives 3 It your Relation be new, then 
your Converſation ſhould be new alſo, Eph. 5. 8. 
*Tis an unſutable thing, it God hath inveſted you 
with new Priviledges, to retain your old Practi- 
ces : You were Slaves to Sin and Satan, but the 
Son hath made you free; how unbecoming a ſtate 
of Liberty arc Bonds and Fetters? Grace hath giv- 
en you Beauty, and, is it fit you ſhould lyc in 
Aſhes, and wear your Sack-cloth fill ? Chriſtians, 
you are arrived to your adult ſtate, and to your 
manly years, and will you be like Children, and 
Heirs under age ? This is unſutable, How unbe- 
coming, is a carnal Heart to a Spiritual State? 
Works of Darkneſs to the Day-time ? Rom. 13. 
I2, 13. You were poor, worth nothing, \tript of 
all, deſtitute, afflited, and naked 3; Redemption- 
Mercy hath inrich'd you, and once more intruſt- 
ed you with a glorious Treaſure. O, how unmect 
is a low Spirit and ſordid Life now ! To live on 
begzarly Elements, to wear filthy Garments, to ſit 
in the duſt, and wallow in the mire of your 


Corruptions, this is moſt unworthy allo of the 
(Grace 
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Grace by which you are advanced. Hath the Lord 
advanced you to Dignity and Honour, and will 
you diſgrace the Throne of his Glory, and walk 
unbzcoming his Highneſs and Majeſty ? O Chri- 
ſtians, you bring Diſhonour on that King of Glo- 
ry you are related to, to live like the Subjeds of 
Satan, and Inhabitants of the lower Woxld : you 
diſgrace his Family, into which you arc adopted, 
to be heterogeneous to it in your Spirit and carri- 
ages : you diſparage the Table yon are admitted 
to, and the Fare you live upon, to look fo ill-fa- 
voured and lean in your Souls, as if the Lord Je- 
fus kept a bad Houſe, and did not allow meat 
enough to his Children : O Chriſtians ! live as be- 
comes your Riches, and glorious ſtate into which 
Free Grace hath put you. Now, *tis becoming fuch 
a change in your condition 3 

Firſt, Not to keep your old Company : Per- 
ſons advanced to high Honour, uſually caft off-- 
their former and obſcure Companions, and con- 
verſe with Perſons ſutable to their Dignity : When 
David was advanced from the Sheeptold to a 
Crown, he leaves his fellow Shepherds, and con- 
verſes with Nobles : - fo ſhould you, Chriſtians, 
have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of 
Darkneſs, but rather reprove them, Eph. 5. 11. Ye 
are now fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of 
the Houſhold of God, and your Lives ſhould be 
like thoſe, and your intimate Converſes with 
them, Pſal. 119.63, What, a Chriſtian, and yet 
help on the ungodly in their way, and love them 
that hate the Lord ? fit with vain Perſons, and 
maintain Confederacy with Rezin and Remalian's 
{on ? 1ſa.8.5. What a Chrittian, and look ſirange- 


? 
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ly on thy Brethren, and become an Alien to thy 
Father's Houſe ? O how unbecoming is this ! 

Secondly, Not to wear your old clothes : when 
Elijah was mounting to a new condition of Ho- 
nour, he left his Mantle behind him, 2 Kin, 2. 13. 
When Foſhna was advanced to higher dignity, his 
filthy Garments were taken off,and he was clothed 
with change of Rayment, Zach. 3. 4, 5. O Chri- 
ſtians ! calt off your filthy garments, your old fins, 
by Repentance, put off Pride, and be clothed with 
Humility, put off Guilt by Repentance, and put 
on Chriſt by Faith. 

Thirdly, Live not on your old fare : When the 
three Children were brought to Nebuchadnezzar's 
Family, they were called to leave their old Pulſe 
and: Water, and live on the King's Table, Dan. 
I.5. O Chriſtians! Are you taken from your 
Kindred and Father's Houſe, and brought into 
the Family of Chriſt; leave then your old Garlick 
and Onions, your ftollen Waters and forbidden 
Fruit, and feed on the King's Table, cat and drink 
abundantly of his Proviſions, his fineſt Wheat, and 
Honey out of the Rock of Ages 3 feaſt on his Mar- 
row and fat things, the Bread of his Table, his 
Word and Ordinances, his hidden Manna 3 let it 
be your meat and drink to do his Will. 

Fourthly, Do not your old work, caſt off the 
works of Darkneſs, Rom. 13. 12. Leave off your 
old Trade of Sin; and ſerving your former Lufts 
in your Ignorance, 1 Pet, I. 14. ch. 4. 2. but carry 
on a new Trade of Godlineſs, and Heavenly Con- 
verſation, Phil. 1. 27. 

Fifthly, Leave your old Language 3 ſpeak no 
more the Language of Aſhdod, Neh. 13. 24+ = - 
filthy 
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filthy Communication drop from your Lips, nor 
vain Diſcourſes be found among, you, but let your 
Communications be holy, Eph. 4. 29. Col. 4.6. 
Perſons of Honour uſually have their Diſcourſes 
according to theix Greatne(sz not, fo light and fa- 
miliar, but more grave and fiatcly. O Chrittians! 
labour you to live ſo, that more'gravity and ſeri- 
ouſneſs appear in your Language and Carriage. 

Laſily, Drive on new Thoughts and Detigns : 
when Perſons are exalted from Obſcurity to Ho- 
nour, they will, not take up fuch old Thoughts 
and Projects : So Chriſtians ſhould now have new 
Imaginations, 2 Cor. 10. 5. Grace (hould bring in- 
to captivity every Thought to the Obediznce of 
Chriſt, Vain thoughts mult now lodge no more 
in you, Fer. 4. 14. y 

IO Duty. 
Tenthly, If there be ſuch vaſt Treaſures in 


. Chriſt, then you that are the Friends of Chriſt 


, commend him. unto others 3. ſo did the Spoule, 
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Gant. 5. 10, fo will the Bridegroom's Friends 
ſpeak, tor-th;cir Friend, Fohs 3. 29. compar'd with 


Pro. 9.3- Wiſdom ſhould be juſtified of her Chil- 


ws dren, Matth. 11, 19. O Chriltians! ſet forth the 
.. Praiſes of your Bcloved, that others may be taken 


with him ;. Do all. you can to further the Match 


between the Lord: Jeſus and Sinners : Be adviting 
| Four Neighbours to forſake their evil wayes, and 
..,, come to Chritt that theymay be ſaved : Be calling 
...upon, and ſtirring up your Chriltle(s Friends, Re- 
lations, Children and Servants, to be looking after 


Chritt, - that they may be delivered from thz 
wrath to come, You (hould be publiſhing his 
Praiſes, and - commend him to all the Woxld : O 
Ft be 
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be ſpeaking of his Excellency, and the Glory of 
his Kingdom, Pſal. 145.11. 
11 Duty, 
\ Eleventhly, You that are intereſted in this Rich 
, Chriſt, be cxhorted, above all Portions, to get 
Chriſt to be a Portion to your Children; you 
know what a Treaſure Chriſt is, you have found 
him inriching your Souls; when you were as a 
Syrian, xeady to periſh, he came in, and took you 
up 3 he comforted you with the Wine of his Con- 
ſolation : O, that you would labour to provide 
this Treaſure for your Children ! *Tis ſtrange to 
ſee Chriſtians heap up Dutt for their Children, 
and be ſo careleſs to get Chriſt for them: What 
if you leave them Houſes and Lands when you -/ 
are gone, and leave them not Chriſt, what doleful 
Creatures will they be to all Eternity ? Time will 
conſume your Earthly Treaſures : your Children 
may out-live their Money and Lands that you may 
leave them : O, let your chiefeſt Proviſions befor 
their Souls, do what you can to get Chriſt for 
them ; Some rpay be poor in the World, and 
have no Portions to leave them; O, how careful 
ſhould ſuch be to leave them a Treaſure in'the 
Promiſes, a Portion that will not be ſpent. It you 
can ſay, as the Martyr , Mr. Saunders told his 
Wife, when he came to the Stake, he had no Por- 
tion to leave her, but a Portion in the Promiſes 3 
and ſurely, if you can leave your Children an In- 
tereſt in Chriſt, you leave them the beſt Por- | 
tion. 

But, you will ſay, How might we do this ? 

Firlt, Labour to Intereſt them in the Everlaſt- 
ing Coyenant : Get ſound and faving Faith your 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, and that will appropriate new Covenant- 
" Mexcies to your Sced, I-will be a God to thee and 


to thy Seed, Gen. 17. 7. This is God's uſual way 
to' the Heirs of Promiſe. *Tis true, Gracious 
Perſons may have Carnal Children; but this is 


' God's 'way 3 Labour to have fincere Faith you 


ſelves, and then you will leave Covenant-Promi- 
ſs for your children. 


# Secondly, Get a Treaſure for yorr Children 


that will not waſte, by your ſtrong Crics to God 
for them : Improve the Spirit of Grace and Sup- 
plication for them : Pour out ſtrong cries and 


| Tears, Few ate like Awſtin's Mother, who did 


daily pour out Tears for the Convertion of her 
Son : *Ti impoſſible ( ſaid Ambroſe to her ) that a 
Son of ſo many Prayers can be loft. May be you 
pray too coldly for them. O follow God Day and 
Night, for your Children ! O, skrew your Suppli- 
cations higher ! It may be you do not pray ſo 
fervently, ſo believingly as you ſhould for your 


Children. 


Thirdly, Do all you can to convince them of 
their undone condition withont Chriſt. Don't - 
daub and flatter them with falſe Promiſes 3 they 
mult be born again, or elſe they cannot enter into 


_ the Kingdom of God, Foh. 3. 3. 


Fourthly, Inftruct them in the knowledge of 
Chriſt : Be opening, and commending Chriſt to 
them : ſhew them the neceſſity of Faith, and what 
the Grace of Faith is : Watch over their Lives 3 
be ſtrict and ſevere in reproving their Sins, that 
they may be ſound in the Faith. 

Laftly, Lead a holy Converſation before them, 
that by your Lives you may win them to Jeſus 

Ft 2 Chriſt ; 
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Chriftz O your Pride, Paſſion, Carnallity, Vani- 
ty, may ſtumble them. Thus do all you can to get 
a Portion of upper Springs for your Children. 

| 12 Duty, 

Laſtly, you that have an Intereſt in theſe rich 
and glorious Treaſures of Chriſt, long to be with 
Chriti, for then you ſhall partake of all his Riches; 
Here you have buta little to carry you in the way,you 
have but in part, but when youcome home to him, 
then you ſhall have according to the meaſure he hath 
purchaſed for you, you ſhall ſee and know, as you 
are ſeen and known, 1 Cor. 13. 9,10, 12. In hea- 
ven, there you will have a Treaſure without Mea- 
fure, there you will ſee all his Riches and Glory, 
and be glorified with his glory, then you will live 
at the full, you will live upon himſc}t, and God 
will be all in all to your Souls: O Chriſtians! long 


then tobe with Chriſt, there's your Treaſure where | 


your Lord is, your Inheritance is above with the 
Saints in Light; Chriſt is gone to Heaven, and 
there are all his Riches : O long then to be fit to 
go home, to be with Chriſt, that you may partake 
of all his glory. 

And thus have I now come to the further fide 
of this great deep, I mean to the Concluſion of 
this Subject ;. and O that what hath been opened 
'of this glorious Chriſt, may not be in vain; you 
have heard much of this Tree of Life, God knows 


what Fruit hath been gathered : a glorious Tra: | 


_ 


{urc hath been preſented to your View, and offered | 


to you. O ſee what Advantage you have gained, 
how dreadful will it be, for any that have heard 
{o much of this rich Chriſt,to be found poor at laſt? 
O it will be ſad for any to dye poor in a Loadicear 

State, 
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State, Poor, Blind, and naked, and to be caſt away. 
O Sinners conſider this, you that have been wood 
and invited to get this choice, tryed Gold, Chriſt 
| hath pleaded with you, to win your Hearts if poſ- 
ſible; O take heed you dye not without an Intereſt 
in Jeſus Chriſt, you will hear all thoſe Truths 
brought over to you again at the Bar of Chriſt ; 
and all the Counſels and Helps you have had to 
draw your Hearts to Chriſt, will be then as burn- 
ing Fire in your Bones, and as boyling Lead in your 
Bowels, if you periſh without Chriſt; Therefore 
take heed, take heed, that this Chriſt become not 
a ſtumbling Stone, and a Rock of offence to your 
Souls. And ſuch as are Believers, mind your Duty 
which hath been opened to you and O that | 
theſe Truths might be profitable to all. And the 'h 
Lord give a Bletting to it. Amen. { 
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